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[ have become small from all the kindnesses and from all the truth that You have rendered Your
servant, for with my staff I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two camps.
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for with my staff: T had with me neither silver nor gold nor livestock, but only my staff. The
Midrash Aggadah states: He placed his staff into the Jordan, and the Jordan split. — [from
Tanchuma Buber, Vayetze 3; Aggadath Bereishith 45:2]]
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There was a certain man who was carrying wheat for the preparation of matza for Passover. Rabbi
Pinehas ben Ya'ir said to the river: Part your waters for that person too, as he is engaged in the
performance of a mitzva. The river parted for him. There was a certain Arab [taya’a] who was
accompanying them. Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya'ir said to the river: Part your waters for that person
too, so that he will not say: Is that what one does to a person who accompanies him? The river

parted for him.
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Rav Yosef said: How great is this man, Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya'ir, greater than Moses and the six
hundred thousand who left Egypt, as there, at the Red Sea, the waters parted one time, and here
the waters parted three times. The Gemara asks: And perhaps here too, the waters parted one
time, and the river began to flow again only after all three of them passed. Rather, this man was as
great as Moses and the six hundred thousand children of Israel.
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As Moses and the six hundred thousand children of Israel - whom the red sea parted for.
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Upon his arrival from Petersburg 'l have become small from all the favours and from all..." This
means that by every favour (chesed) that G-d bestows upon man, (man) is to become very humble.
For "chesed is the right arm," and "His right arm embraces me,'— which refers to the state of G-d
actually bringing him close (to Himself), far more intensely than before. And whoever is close to
G-d, with ever exceeding uplifting and elevation, must be ever more humble— to the lowliest
plane, as it is written: "From afar the Lord has appeared to me." And as known, "All that are before
Him are esteemed as nothing." Hence, whoever is more "before Him" is that much more as nothing,

naught, and non-existent.

And this is the rank of the "right side" of holiness, and of "chesed unto Abraham' who said: "And I
am dust and ashes." This (humility) is also the trait of Jacob, and therewith he justified himself for
his fear of Esau and did not rely on the promise given to him— "And, behold, I am with you..,’
(That is), because Jacob regarded himself as utterly insignificant [because of the multitude of
favours, "for with my staff..." |, and as unfit and unworthy to be saved ... and as the saying of our
sages, of blessed memory, "'maybe sin will cause ...." for it appeared to him that he had sinned
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He holds that any verse that Moses did not divide, we may not divide.
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Blessed be the glory of G-d from it’s place.
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And the might of the King who loves judgment; You founded equity; judgment and righteousness
You made in Jacob.
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It is said: “Hear Me, stubborn-hearted who are far from charity” (Isaiah 46:12)... The entire world
is sustained by God’s charity, not because it deserves to exist, while the righteous who are far from
God's charity are sustained by force, as due to their own good deeds they have the right to demand
their sustenance.
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And behold, I am with you, and I will guard you wherever you go, and I will restore you to this
land, for I will not forsake you until I have done what I have spoken concerning you."
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[ have become small: My merits have diminished because of the kindnesses and the truth that You
have rendered me. Therefore, I fear lest T have became sullied with sin since [the time that] You



promised me, and it will cause me to be delivered into Esau’s hand[s]. — [from Shab. 32a, Ta’anith
20b, Ber. 41]
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Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said that Rabbi Yohanan said: Once most of a person’s years have passed
and he did not sin, he will never sin, as it is stated: “He will keep the feet of His pious ones” (I
Samuel 2:9). Once a person has established himself as righteous, God will keep him from failing
thereafter.
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Concerning this issue, the Sages taught: “Sufficient for his deficiency”; this teaches that you are
commanded with respect to the pauper to support him, but you are not commanded with respect
to him to make him wealthy, as the obligation encompasses only that which he lacks, as indicated
by the word deficient. However, the verse also states: “Which is deficient for him”; this includes
even a horse upon which to ride and a servant to run in front of him for the sake of his stature, if
necessary. For someone accustomed to these advantages, their absences constitute a true
deficiency, not an extravagant indulgence. The Gemara relates: They said about Hillel the Elder
that he obtained for a poor person of noble descent a horse upon which to ride and a servant to
run in front of him. One time he did not find a servant to run in front of him, and Hillel himself ran

".in front of him for three mil, to fulfill the dictate “which is deficient for him
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Now deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him, lest he
come and strike me, [and strike] a mother with children.
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And You said, Twill surely do good with you, and T will make your seed [as numerous] as the sand

of the sea, which cannot be counted because of multitude.
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The Sages taught in a baraita: One may only call three people patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, but not Jacob’s children. And one may only call four people matriarchs, Sarah, Rebecca,
Rachel, and Leah.
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We learned in the mishna that princes may go out with bells, and the same is true for anyone else.
The Gemara asks: Who is the tanna who holds that all people of Israel are permitted to conduct
themselves like princes with regard to going out with precious ornaments? Rabbi Oshaya said: It
is Rabbi Shimon, who said: All of Israel are princes. Therefore, precious ornaments are suitable for
every person of Israel. They will neither remove them to show to others nor will they remove them
due to concern that people will think them pretentious.
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The lack of physical tranquility cannot be a punishment.

For we see Nevuchadnetzar heading a global dynasty, in merit of a mere three steps taken in
Hashem’s honor. Now all of us have definitely respected G-d in such a manner.

Suffering is rather a means of cultivating humility, making a person pleasing in the eyes of
Hashem's.
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Hashem has committed great wonders upon the earth... As I was reading the verse, “may my soul
be redeemed peacefully,” I left in peace...



