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And he arranged Tractate Demai after Peah, because the poor also have a right to ['[demai'],
just like they have to 'peah’ — and so did they say, "We [can] feed 'demai' to the poor."
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And after Demai [came] Kilayim; as so did Scripture arrange them in the Order (Parsha) of
Kedoshim Tihiyu (Leviticus 19:9), "you shall not reap all the way to the corner of your field,"
and after it (Leviticus 19:19), "you shall not sow your field with 'kilayim' (a forbidden mixture).
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Either the Rambam’s structure is following the Mishna, or he seeks to mention lews of a more
pluralistic nature.
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On the fifthteenth of Adar, the court1 diverts their attention [from other concerns] and examines
and investigates matters involving the needs of the community and consecrated property. They
check the matter and research the [cases involved], so that consecrated property and
dedication offerings will be redeemed and arachim and pledges of worth are collected from all
those who are liable for them so that the entire nation will be prepared to give the gift of
shekalim to maintain the House of our God.
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On the first of Adar they make a public announcement about the shekels and concerning
kilayim. On the fifteenth: they read the Megillah [Esther] in walled cities, and they fix the roads
and the streets and the ritual water baths, and they perform all public duties, and they mark the
graves, and [messengers] go forth also concerning kilayim.
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In the present age, if a person made a dedication offering of movable property without
specifying his intent, it should be given to the priests27 in that locale. If, however, he
designated a field in Eretz Yisrael as a dedication offering without specifying his intent or
designated it as a dedication offering to the priests, it is not a dedication offering.28 For [the
laws of] a dedication offering of a field apply in the era that the Jubilee year is observed.29

If one designated landed property as a dedication offering for the priests in the Diaspora even
in the present era, it is considered like movable property in Eretz Yisrael30 and should be
given to the priests.
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It is a mitzvah to consecrate property and designate dedication and evaluation offerings31 and
it is appropriate for a person to observe these practices to subjugate his natural inclination32
so that he will not be parsimonious and to fulfill the charge of the prophets [Proverbs 3:9]:
"Honor God with your wealth." Nevertheless, if a person never consecrated property nor
designated a dedication or evaluation offering, it is of no consequence.33 For the Torah has



given testimony, saying [Deuteronomy 23:23]: "If you will refrain from [uttering] a vow, you will
not have sinned."
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A person should never consecrate all of his property or designate it as a dedication offering. A
person who does so violates the Torah's guidance, for [Leviticus 27:28] speaks [of a person
designating a dedication offering] "from all that is his." [Implied is that he should not give] "all
that is his," as our Sages explained.34 This is not piety, but foolishness, for he will lose all his
money and become dependent on others.35 We should not show mercy to such a person. In a
similar vein, our Sages said:36 "A man of foolish piety is among those who destroy the world."
Instead, a person who distributes his money for mitzvot should not distribute more than a
fifth,37 and he should conduct himself as our Prophets advised [cf. Psalms 112:5]: "He
arranges his affairs with judgment," both with regard to matters involving Torah and worldly
concerns.38 Even with regard to the sacrifices for which a person is liable, the Torah showed
compassion for [a person's] resources and dictated that the type of sacrifice be offered
according to a person's financial capacity.39 How much more so should this approach be
followed with regard to matters which a person is obligated only because of his vows. He
should take such vows only in a manner appropriate for him, as [implied by Deuteronomy
16:17]: "Each man according to his generosity, according to the blessings of God, your Lord,
which He has granted you."
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You may sow your field for six years, and for six years you may prune your vineyard, and
gather in its produce,
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You shall observe My statutes: You shall not crossbreed your livestock with different species.
You shall not sow your field with a mixture of seeds, and a garment which has a mixture of
shaatnez shall not come upon you.
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One who sees a vegetable in a vineyard, and said: “When | reach it | will pluck it,” it is
permitted. [But if he says:] “When | come back | will pluck it,” if [the vegetable] has [in the
meantime] increased by a two-hundredth, it is forbidden.
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When he set aside the funds, he had the intention of including [all those whose shekalim] had
been collected and were present in the chamber, [all those whose shekalim] had been
collected and had not reached the chamber, and [all those whose shekalim] would be collected
in the future.27

[In this manner,] the shekalim that he set aside to use [to purchase the sacrifices] would serve
as atonement for the entire Jewish people. It is as if their shekalim had already reached the
chamber, and were included in the money that was set aside.
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And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, seed yielding herbs and fruit trees producing
fruit according to its kind in which its seed is found, on the earth," and it was so.
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Thus did the Holy One, blessed be He, consult the Torah and create the world.
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The period when King Shlomo reigned, is compared to a full moon.
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On the fifteenth of [Adar] they would set up tables [of money changers] in the provinces. On
the twenty-fifth they set them up in the Temple. When [the tables] were set up in the Temple,
they began to exact pledges [from those who had not paid]. From whom did they exact
pledges? From Levites and Israelites, converts and freed slaves, but not women or slaves or
minors. Any minor on whose behalf his father has begun to pay the shekel, may not
discontinue it again. But they did not exact pledges from the priests, because of the ways of
peace.

'N Ty v ' xana Xaa (14

1017191 i1'X NN 291 NI DY 2NIN DY'NZN DX A7 M7 Q'YD7 TN W27 i7 W IN KD 120 D RIR
D'N7X DX K'Y '20 DX VYT 019101110 7RY NIRY iTI DIN'A 7¢ R1TN D2 K 7ixy 1T 17 1ing
DIN'3 7¢ NY'TN D2 IR 7iX19Y 1T i7 1K DOI2N 11K NN 1190 KIN DMIY 2NN

§ It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Meir would say: An opponent may bring an argument against
you and say to you: If your God loves the poor, for what reason does He not support them
Himself? In such a case, say to him: He commands us to act as His agents in sustaining the
poor, so that through them we will be credited with the performance of mitzvot and therefore be
saved from the judgment of Gehenna. And this is the question that Turnus Rufus the wicked
asked Rabbi Akiva: If your God loves the poor, for what reason does He not support them
Himself? Rabbi Akiva said to him: He commands us to sustain the poor, so that through them
and the charity we give them we will be saved from the judgment of Gehenna.
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Turnus Rufus said to Rabbi Akiva: On the contrary, it is this charity which condemns you, the
Jewish people, to Gehenna because you give it. | will illustrate this to you with a parable. To
what is this matter comparable? It is comparable to a king of flesh and blood who was angry
with his slave and put him in prison and ordered that he should not be fed or given to drink.
And one person went ahead and fed him and gave him to drink. If the king heard about this,
would he not be angry with that person? And you, after all, are called slaves, as it is stated:
“For the children of Israel are slaves to Me” (Leviticus 25:55). If God decreed that a certain
person should be impoverished, one who gives him charity defies the will of God.
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Rabbi Akiva said to Turnus Rufus: | will illustrate the opposite to you with a different parable.
To what is this matter comparable? It is comparable to a king of flesh and blood who was angry
with his son and put him in prison and ordered that he should not be fed or given to drink. And
one person went ahead and fed him and gave him to drink. If the king heard about this once
his anger abated, would he not react by sending that person a gift? And we are called sons, as
it is written: “You are sons of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 14:1).
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Turnus Rufus said to him: You are called sons and you are called slaves. When you fulfill the
will of the Omnipresent, you are called sons; when you do not fulfill the will of the Omnipresent,
you are called slaves. And since now you do not fulfill the will of the Omnipresent, the parable
that | offered is more apt. Rabbi Akiva said to him: The verse states: “Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry, and that you shall bring the poor that are cast out to your house?”
(Isaiah 58:7). When do we bring the poor that are cast out into our houses? Now, when we
have to billet the Roman soldiers in our homes; and about that very time, the verse states: “Is it
not to share your bread with the hungryy
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When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not fully reap the corner of your field, nor
shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest.

"wn (16
JINTY 9102 XD N'W ) TW NIXD N'7DN K7

You shall not fully reap the corner of your field: [meaning] that one should leave the corner at
the edge of his field [unharvested]. — [Torath Kohanim 19:15
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We are obligated to be careful with regard to the mitzvah of charity to a greater extent than all
[other] positive commandments,1 because charity is an identifying mark for a righteous person,
a descendant of Abraham,2 our patriarch, as [Genesis 18:19] states: "I have known him,
because he commands his children... to perform charity." The throne of Israel will not be
established, nor will the true faith stand except through charity, as [Isaiah 54:14] states: "You
shall be established through righteousness." And Israel will be redeemed solely through
charity, as [ibid. 1:27] states: "Zion will be redeemed through judgment and those who return to
her through charity."
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