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Numbers 8:1-2

The LORD spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to Aaron and say to him, “When you mount the lamps, let the
seven lamps give light at the front of the lampstand.”

Rashi: WHEN THOU LIGHTEST [THE LAMPS] — Why is the section treating of the candelabrum put in
juxtaposition with the section dealing with the offerings of the princes? Because when Aaron saw the
dedication offerings of the princes, he felt distressed because neither he nor his tribe was with them in the
dedication, whereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “By your life! Your part is of greater
importance than theirs, for you will kindle and set in order the lamps”.
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2. Numbers 7:1-12

On the day that Moshe finished setting up the Tabernacle, he anointed and consecrated it and all its
furnishings... the chieftains of Israel... drew near and brought their offering before the LORD: six draught
carts and twelve oxen... the LORD said to Moshe: Accept these from them for use in the service of the Tent
of Meeting, and give them to the Levites according to their respective services... The chieftains also brought
the dedication offering for the altar upon its being anointed... the LORD said to Moshe: Let them present their



offerings for the dedication of the altar, one chieftain each day. The one who presented his offering on the
first day was Nahshon son of Amminadab of the tribe of Judah.
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Rashi on Numbers 7:1

[AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE DAY] THAT MOSHE HAD FINISHED SETTING UP [THE TABERNACLE]
— but it is not said, “on the day Moshe set up”; this (the phrase n'wn% ... ni?, “had finished setting up”)
teaches us that during each of the seven days of installation Moshe used to erect and dismantle it (the
Tabernacle), but on that day (the eighth) he erected it but did not again dismantle it; for this reason it is said:
“on the day that (Moshe) finished setting up” — i.e. on that day his several erections of it came to an end. —
It was the New Moon (the first day) of Nisan...
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Ramban on Numbers 8:2

...But it is not clear to me why G-d consoled Aaron [by reminding him of his function] in lighting the lamps,
rather than consoling him with the burning of the incense every morning and evening, which is [the specific
function of his] with which Scripture praised him, as it is said, they shall put incense before Thee. Or [G-d
could have reminded him of] all the offerings [performed only by his descendants], and the meal-offering of
baked cakes [which is brought daily by the High Priest personally], and the Service on the Day of Atonement
which is only valid if done by him [i.e., Aaron and subsequent High Priests], and [by the fact that it is] he who
enters into the innermost part of the Sanctuary, and he is the holy one of the Eternal, standing in His Temple
to minister unto Him, and to bless in His Name, and his entire tribe minister to our G-d! Moreover, what reason
was there for Aaron’s uneasiness of mind [upon seeing the offerings of the princes]? Was not his [dedication-
] offering greater than that of the [other] princes, for he offered up during those days — all the [seven] days
of the initiation [of the priests] — many offerings? And if you reply that [he was disheartened because] his
offerings were obligatory and he had been commanded to bring them, and therefore he was dispirited
because he did not bring a voluntary offering for the dedication of the altar as they did — [this cannot be s0]
because the lighting of the lamps with which He consoled Aaron was also a duty which he had been
commanded! [Therefore what consolation did Aaron derive for not sharing in the voluntary offerings by being
given a commandment which was obligatory?]
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Exodus 40:1-29

And the LORD spoke to Moshe, saying: On the first day of the first month you shall set up the Tabernacle of
the Tent of Meeting... This Moshe did; just as the LORD had commanded him, so he did... He placed the
table in the Tent of Meeting... Upon it he laid out the setting of bread before the LORD... And he lit the lamps
before the LORD... He placed the altar of gold in the Tent of Meeting, before the curtain. On it he burned
aromatic incense—as the LORD had commanded Moshe... At the entrance of the Tabernacle of the Tent of
Meeting he placed the altar of burnt offering. On it he offered up the burnt offering and the meal offering—as
the LORD had commanded Moshe.
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Rashi on Exodus 40:29

AND OFFERED UPON IT etc. Not only during the first seven days of the consecration of Aaron and his sons
during which Moshe set the dwelling up and then dismantled it, but also on the eighth day of the consecration
which was the day of the final erection of the dwelling for its ordinary purposes did Moshe officiate and offer
the congregational sacrifices except those which had been commanded exclusively for that very day, as it is
said, (Leviticus 9:7) “[And Moshe said to Aaron], approach unto the altar and offer etc.
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Rashi on Exodus 40:27

AND HE CAUSED THE INCENSE OF AROMATICS TO ASCEND UPON IT in the morning and in the
evening, as it is said, (Exodus 30:7, 8) “[And Aaron shall cause incense of aromatics to ascend thereon in
fumes] every morning when he trimmeth the lamps, [and when he trimmeth the lamps at even etc.]”.
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Exodus 27:20-21
You shall further instruct the Israelites to bring you clear oil of beaten olives for lighting, for kindling lamps
regularly. Aaron and his sons shall set them up in the Tent of Meeting, outside the curtain which is over [the



Ark of] the Pact, [to burn] from evening to morning before the LORD. It shall be a due from the Israelites for
all time, throughout the ages.
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Rashi on Exodus 27:20-21

Tnn CONTINUALLY — doing something every night, as is described here, may be termed Tnn, continually,
just as you speak of (Numbers 27:6) “The continual (Tn) burnt-offering”, although this was sacrificed only
from day to day. So, too, in the case of the meal-offering made in a flat pan it is said, (Leviticus 6:13) that it
should be brought continually (1'nn) and yet it was only brought thus: “Half of it in the morning, and half of it
at evening”. However, the expression Tnn which is used in connection with the show-bread (Exodus 25:30)
denotes the whole period without a break from Sabbath to Sabbath).

172 TV 2vn FROM EVENING TO MORNING — Give it its due measure of oil so that it may burn from evening
to morning. Our Rabbis estimated half a log of oil as sufficient for the nights of Tebeth which are long, and
they ordained a similar quantity for every night of the year, and if any were left over on the shorter nights it
did not matter.
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Rambam Temidin uMusafim - Chapter 3, 10-12

The removal of the ashes from the lamps of the Menorah and their kindling in the morning and the
afternoon is a positive commandment, as [Exodus 27:21] states: "Aaron and his sons shall arrange it." The
kindling of the lamps supersedes [the prohibitions of forbidden labor] on the Sabbath and [the restrictions
of] ritual impurity, as do the [other] sacrifices that [are offered at] a fixed time, as [ibid.:20] states: "To raise
up a continuously [burning] lamp."

How much oil should be put in each lamp? Half a log. [This is implied by the phrase (ibid.:21):] "From the
morning until the evening," Implied is that one must use a measure of oil that will enable it to burn from the
afternoon until the morning. The Menorah may be dedicated only with the kindling of the seven lamps in the
afternoon.

What is meant by the expression "the removal of the ashes of the Menorah"? Every lamp that has burnt out
should have its wick and its [remaining] oil removed and it should be cleaned. The priest should place



another wick and other oil in it, using the half log measure. [The wick and oil he removed] should be placed
in the ash-heap near the [outer] altar together with the ashes removed from the inner alter and the outer
altar. He should kindle [any] lamp that was extinguished. Kindling the lamps is what is meant by the

term hatavah. When one discovers a lamp that has not been extinguished, he should restore it.
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Shevuot 15a

...Rava raises an objection from a baraita: With regard to all the sacred vessels that Moshe fashioned,
their anointment with oil consecrates them. From that point forward, in the generations after Moshe,
new vessels do not require anointment to be consecrated; rather, their use in the Temple service initiates
them and renders them fit for use.
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The Gemara asks further with regard to the notion that a non-priest is liable for performing a service that is
complete on its own that takes place in the Sanctuary: If so, a non-priest who arranges the lamps of the
candelabrum should be liable. The Gemara rejects this: There is still the placing of the wicks in the
lamps that remains to be done, so arranging the lamps is not considered a service that is complete on its
own. The Gemara asks: If so, a non-priest who placed a wick in the candelabrum’s lamps should be
liable. The Gemara answers: That too is not a service that is complete on its own, as there is still the
necessity of placing the oil. The Gemara asks: If so, a non-priest who placed the oil should be liable.
The Gemara answers: That too is not a service that is complete on its own, as there is still the service of
lighting that needs to be done. The Gemara asks: If so, if a non-priest who lit the lamps should be liable.
The Gemara answers: Lighting the lamps is not considered a bona fide Temple service, since in doing so
nothing is done to the candelabrum itself. The Gemara asks: And is kindling a fire really not considered a
Temple service? But wasn’t it taught in a baraita that it is written: “And the sons of Aaron the priest
shall put fire upon the altar and lay out wood in order upon the fire” (Leviticus 1:7), which teaches
that the kindling of chips [alita] added to keep the altar’s fire going must be performed only by a proper
priest and that he must be wearing the priestly garments? This shows that kindling is considered a
service. The Gemara answers: Kindling the chips is a bona fide service, but lighting the candelabrum is
not a bona fide service.
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Leviticus 6:6

A perpetual fire shall be kept burning on the altar, not to go out.

RASHI: Tnn wx — The redundant word Tnn (because it could have written namn n2dn X7 7y T7in WX ; for
this, too, would imply that it must be continually burning since it states that it must never go out) intimates:
The fire about the use of which the expression Tnn is used, viz., that by which the lamps of the Candelabrum
were kindled, with reference to which it is said, (Exodus 27:20) “to light the lamps continually (7'nn), this, too)
should be ignited from the fire on the outer altar Yoma 45b).



