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When would they read? On the day following the first day of the holiday of Sukkot which is the
first day of Chol HaMoed of the eighth year. The king would read so the people would hear.
The reading was held in the Women's Courtyard. He would read while seated. If he read while
standing, it is praiseworthy.

From which passages in the Torah should he read? He starts from the beginning of the
chumash: "These are the words..." until the end of the passage Shema. He then skips to the
passage Vehayah Im Shamoa,and then skips to the passage asair te'asair. He then reads from
that passage in order until the end of the blessing and curses, i.e., until the phrase: "besides
the covenant He established with them in Choreb where he concludes.
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Assemble the people: the men, the women, and the children, and your stranger in your cities,
in order that they hear, and in order that they learn and fear the Lord, your God, and they will
observe to do all the words of this Torah.
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§ The Sages taught: There was an incident involving Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka and Rabbi
Elazar ben Hisma, when they went to greet Rabbi Yehoshua in Peki’in. Rabbi Yehoshua said
to them: What novel idea was taught today in the study hall? They said to him: We are your
students and we drink from your water, i.e., all of our Torah knowledge comes from you, and
therefore how can we tell you something you have not already learned? He said to them: Even
so, there cannot be a study hall without a novelty.
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He asked them: Whose week was it, i.e. who was the lecturer this week? They said to him: It
was Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya’s week. He inquired: And on what subject was the lecture today?
They said to him: He spoke about the portion of the mitzva of assembly. Rabbi Yehoshua
persisted: And what verse did he interpret homiletically with regard to this mitzva?
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They said to him that Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya interpreted the following verse: “Assemble the
people, the men and the women and the little ones” (Deuteronomy 31:12). This verse is
puzzling: If men come to learn, and women, who might not understand, come at least to hear,
why do the little ones come? They come in order for God to give a reward to those who bring
them, i.e., God credits those who bring their children to the assembly. Rabbi Yehoshua said to
them: This good pearl of wisdom was in your hands, and you tried to conceal it from me?
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But let the Merciful One write that women are obligated in eating matza, and it would not be
necessary to state the same halakha with regard to assembly, and | would say on my own: If
children are obligated in assembly, as is stated explicitly in the verse “Assemble the people,

the men and the women and the children” (Deuteronomy 31:12), are women not all the more
so obligated?
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Rebbi Zeira in the name of Samuel: One makes inferences neither from practices, nor from
homiletics, nor from extraneous sources, but only from study.
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And their children, who did not know, will hear and learn to fear the Lord, your God, all the
days that you live on the land, to which you are crossing the Jordan, to possess.

NN Q"T 2,7 T e (8

:qUNI (X7 DMAT) 2'NOT - 27N 0790 XIMKX NINI
'~ ,7"0j7 0'noO (9

7' 7777 X210 1X190 21 A 9NN

Rav Safra strongly objects to this explanation: Is it obligatory for the children? As previously
mentioned, the reason one dips twice is to encourage the children to ask questions. How can
this be called an obligation?
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The men: [were to be there, in order] to learn [the words of the Torah being read];

Winwy :n'vanl



the women: [were to be present, in order] to listen [to those words];
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the children: Why did they come? So that a reward would be given to those who bring them
along.
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For | have known him because he commands his sons and his household after him, that they
should keep the way of the Lord to perform righteousness and justice, in order that the Lord
bring upon Abraham that which He spoke concerning him."
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in order that your days may increase and the days of your children, on the land which the Lord
swore to your forefathers to give them, as the days of heaven above the earth.
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It is a positive commandment to gather together the entire Jewish people - men, women, and
children - after every Sabbatical year when they ascend for the pilgrimage holiday and to read
so that they hear passages from the Torah that encourage them to perfom mitzvot and
strengthem them in the true faith, as Deuteronomy 31:10-12 states: "At the end of a
seven-year period, at the time of the Sabbatial year on the Sukkot holiday when all Israel come
to appear... gather the nation, the men, the women, the children, and your stranger in your
gates...."
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6) to gather the people together on the day following Sukkot in the year following the
Sabbatical year.
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When all Israel comes to appear before the Lord, your God, in the place He will choose, you
shall read this Torah before all Israel, in their ears.

T
2 o un prurtp 1" (18

N7 ¥' n"n N0 NN NN NI'R NYWRT A"URT DN7wan N N2 nIXaT FNRANN I'YNYUX DN 17'OKI
INIXN D"P7 7v27 Nyron X'NY 1190 NIXN

ll
I 370 ,"a 719 naan YA p"an (19

1'02 2 NIMY DI NTYIA N7 DX NN'RA YNY? DITR 2'Wn'H D27 D07 20 119N [I'RY DA
A7 A yny7 20! iRy M1 0N N7iTa N2 ynei? 12N %3 Minn 72 owTivY 0'7iTa 0mIn 179X
AYNIY 11220 '9N1 A2 NMOX) DAY 17X INYY XY NNRD DT PINY7 KX N0 AY27 K7Y I rige

IR0 T VMY XD DY 7RnY

Converts who do not understand are obligated to concentrate their attention and direct their
hearing, listening with reverence and awe, rejoicing while trembling as on the day the Torah
was given at Sinai. Even great Sages who know the entire Torah are obligated to listen with
exceedingly great concentration. One who is unable to hear should focus his attention on this
reading, for Scripture established it solely to strengthen the true faith. He should see himself as
if he was just now commanded regarding the Torah and heard it from the Almighty. For the
king is an agent to make known the word of God.
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This commandment is practiced at the time when lIsrael is on their land. And one who
transgresses this, whether man or woman, and did not come on this appointed time to hear the



words of the Torah - and so [too,] the king, if he does not want to read - has violated this
positive commandment. And their punishment is very great, because this commandment is a
strong pillar and great honor for the religion.

1 Nd'7n ,"a 219 0D n7A 0"ann (21

MY DYDY INYD TR AR M NI K7 DX KK 7 DN N7 4798 .0'Y1R QoY Rl K7 2
ia%7¢ ."in2%7 o X71" (1 T 0T) MxaY Min AT'OpNn a7 Mo 7 ."37'n 07 nan X" (2 X7 "wun)
MM my 72" (00 T DMAT) MY DYD RGN N NN 24N 12T 72197 XY oy 72 27 NN

Similarly, he should not be overly indulgent in his relations with his wives. Even if he has only
one wife, he should not constantly be with her as is the practice of fools, as Proverbs 31:3
states: 'Do not give your strength to women.'

When the Torah forbade the king from accumulating many wives, its emphasis was that his
heart not go astray as Deuteronomy 17: 17 warns: 'lest his heart go astray.' His heart is the
heart of the entire congregation of Israel. Therefore, the verse commanded him to have it
cleave to the Torah to a greater degree than the rest of the nation, as it is stated: 'all the days
of his life.'
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On the topic of Miriam’s leprosy, the Gemara cites that which Reish Lakish said: One who
suspects the innocent of indiscretion is afflicted in his body, as it is written: “And Moses
answered and said: But they will not believe me and will not hearken to my voice, for they will
say, God did not appear to you” (Exodus 4:1), and it is revealed before the Holy One, Blessed
be He, that the Jewish people would believe. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses:
They are believers, the children of believers; and ultimately, you will not believe.
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They are believers, as it is written: “And the people believed once they heard that God had
remembered the children of Israel, and that He saw their affliction, and they bowed and they
prostrated” (Exodus 4:31). The children of believers, as it says with regard to Abraham our
Patriarch: “And he believed in God, and He counted it for him as righteousness” (Genesis
15:6). Ultimately, you will not believe, as it is stated: “And God said to Moses and to Aaron:
Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel’



(Numbers 20:12). From where do we know that Moses was afflicted in his body? As it is
written: “And God said to him further: Bring your hand to your bosom, and he brought his hand
to his bosom and he took it out and behold, his hand was leprous like snow” (Exodus 4:6).
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Now, it is known that the blessed Supreme Will vested in the 613 commandments of the
Written Torah, is hidden and covered, secreted and concealed. It is manifest only in the Oral
Torah.

'N,0™7 "Tho (25

7"N N7NON2 N2 XNN D'YNYT DM KD'R KN1DY NND XY XN1DY DWY 17D Imnnk a"M7 1o 7R
MpT 'YNY K2 'O7X 97X [N TRNT RYUNY NNl XN XN7Y "0KR RWUNY 7K 191DT NN RWUnY 7y 'RNX
NNDJI NND NNKX 7Y N"2pT XN1DW RN7Y 7107 XN RIN N2 RYTIR

The emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: You say that the Divine Presence dwells in any place
where there are ten adult male Jews. He asked, sarcastically: How many Divine Presences are
there? Rabban Gamliel summoned the servant of the emperor and hit him on his neck
[be’appatka]. Rabban Gamliel said to him: Why did you allow the sun to enter the house of the
emperor? The emperor said to him: The sun rests upon all the world; no one can prevent it
from shining. Rabban Gamliel said to him: And if the sun, which is one of ten thousand
attendants that are before the Holy One, Blessed be He, rests upon all the world, the Divine
Presence of the Holy One, Blessed be He, all the more so rests upon the world.
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and draw closer to the holiness of the divine soul that pervades them, which believes in One
G-d, and remains faithful to Him even at the time when the sin is committed, except that it is
then in a state of veritable "exile," as it were, within the animal soul of the sitra achra which has
caused the body to sin and has dragged it down with itself into the depths of Sheol,
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Behold | bring them from the north country and gather them from the uttermost ends of the
earth, the blind and the lame amongst them, the woman with child and she who travails with
child all together; a great company shall they return there.
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