nn'w 01p7
LIKKUTEI

==0 sicHos
B”"H

Likkutei Sichos Source Sheet

Volume 19 | Devarim | Sicha 4
X" '8N nmwo (1

'DQ7 12T WX DINK 7)) DAY 97K D2 DY'7Y OQF DONIAY 'Y Nin!

e

May the Lord God of your forefathers add to you a thousandfold as many as you are, and may
He bless you, as He spoke concerning you!
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The reason their testimony would have determined the ruling is that one hundred dinars is
subsumed within two hundred, i.e., testimony concerning a large sum includes testimony
concerning a smaller sum
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan raised a contradiction: It is written in this
verse: “And the number of the children of Israel will be like the sand of the sea,” suggesting
that they will have a specific number, though it will be very large. On the other hand, it
continues and says: “Which cannot be measured and cannot be counted,” which means they
will not be countable at all. How can these two statements be reconciled?
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It is not difficult: Here, in the second statement, it is referring to a time when the Jewish people
fulfill the will of God; then they will be innumerable. There, in the first statement, it is referring
to a time when the Jewish people do not fulfill the will of God; then they will be like the sand of
the sea, having a specific number.
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Now it came to pass at the end of days, that Cain brought of the fruit of the soil an offering to
the Lord.

And Abel he too brought of the firstborn of his flocks and of their fattest, and the Lord turned to
Abel and to his offering.
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of the fruit of the soil: of the most inferior (Gen. Rabbah 22:5), and there is an Aggadah that
states that it was flaxseed (Mid. Tan. Bereishith 9, Targum Jonathan). (Another explanation: of
the fruit From whatever came to his hand, not the best and not the choicest.)
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Do not add to the word which | command you, nor diminish from it, to observe the
commandments of the Lord your God which | command you.

n
'NLK" Nt (10
NTAD [0 'K — [IAX DiR 11NN 12T NI0N 1T 12T M7 20 MR

But didn’t Rabbi Levi say that this matter is a tradition that we received from our ancestors:
The place of the Ark of the Covenant is not included in the measurement of the Holy of Holies.
Based on that measurement, the Ark should not have fit inside the hall. The Holy of Holies
measured twenty cubits by twenty cubits (see | Kings 6), and a baraita states that there were
ten cubits of space on either side of the Ark. Therefore, it was only through a miracle that the
Ark fit in the Holy of Holies.
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They shall make an ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits its length, a cubit and a half its
width, and a cubit and a half its height.
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It is a well-known Rabbinic statement that the purpose of the creation of this world is that the
Holy One, blessed be He, desired to have an abode in the lower worlds. But surely with Him
the distinction of "upper" and "lower" has no validity, for He pervades all worlds equally.

The explanation of the matter, however, is as follows:

Before the world was created, He was One Alone, One and Unique, filling all space in which
He created the universe. It is still the same now insofar as He is concerned. For the change
relates only to those who receive His blessed life-force and light, which they receive through
many "garments" which conceal and obscure His blessed light, as is written, "For no man shall
see Me and live," and, as our Rabbis, of blessed memory, have explained it, that even angels,
who are called chayyot, cannot see Him....

This is the concept of the Hishtalshelut (downward gradation) of the worlds and their descent,
degree by degree, through a multitude of "garments" which screen the light and life that
emanate from Him, until there was created this material and gross world, the lowest in degree,
than which there is none lower in the aspect of concealment of His blessed light; [a world of]
doubled and redoubled darkness, so much so that it is full of kelipot and the sitra achra which
oppose the very G-dhead, saying: "I am, and there is nothing else besides me."
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Rav Aha and Ravina disagree about whether it is permitted to give away a synagogue as a
gift to then be used for a non-sacred purpose. One of them prohibited it, and the other one
permitted it. The one who prohibits it says: Is it possible that with this act of giving alone its
sanctity is removed? This cannot be the case. Since the synagogue was not exchanged for
anything else, there is nothing to which the sanctity may be transferred. Consequently, the
synagogue remains sacred. And the one who permitted it does so because he reasons that if



the donor did not receive any benefit from giving the synagogue, he would not have given it.
Therefore, the gift has reverted to being like a sale, and the sanctity is transferred to the
benefit received.
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May... add to you a thousandfold as many as you are: What is [the purpose of] repeating
further [in the verse]: “And He will bless you, as He has spoken concerning you?” They [the
Israelites] said to him, “Moses, you are limiting our blessings [i.e., our numbers being multiplied
only a thousandfold]. The Holy One, blessed is He, already promised to Abraham (Gen.
13:16), 'so that if a man will be able to count [the dust of the earth, so will your seed be
counted]!”” [Moses] replied to them: “This [blessing of a thousandfold] is mine, but He will bless
you as He spoke concerning you!” (Sifrei)
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Who can count the dust of [the house of] Yaakov [of whom it is said: they will multiply as the

dust of the earth] or count the seed of Yisroel [or one of the four camps of Yisrael]? May my
soul die the death of the righteous, and let my end be like his.”
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