
  

 

האָמַר לוֹ הַקָדוֹשׁ בָרוּךְ הוּא  אַתָה נוֹתֵן לִי מָה כְתִיב בָ  :לְמֹשֶׁׁ ל עוֹלָם, תוֹרָה שֶׁׁ ן תְשׁוּבָה. אָמַר לְפָנָיו: רִבוֹנוֹ שֶׁׁ הּ? ״אָנֹכִי ה׳ הַחְזֵיר לָהֶׁ

ם ן: לְמִצְרַיִם יְרַדְתֶׁ ץ מִצְרַיִם״. אָמַר לָהֶׁ רֶׁ ר הוֹצֵאתִיךָ מֵאֶׁ יךָ אֲשֶׁׁ ם? תוֹרָה לָמָה תְהֵא לָכֶׁם! שׁוּב: מָה כְתִיב  לְפַרְעֹה  ?אֱלֹהֶׁ הִשְׁתַעְבַדְתֶׁ

עוֹבְדִיןבָהּ? ״לאֹ יִהְיֶׁה לְךָ אֱלֹהִ  ם שְׁרוּיִין, שֶׁׁ ם עוֹשִים מְלָאכָה…עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה?  ים אֲחֵרִים״. בֵין הַגּוֹיִם אַתֶׁ מַשָא וּמַתָן יֵשׁ   … כְלוּם אַתֶׁ

ר הָרָע יֵשׁ בֵינֵיכֶׁם? מִיָד הוֹדוּ לוֹ  … אָב וָאֵם יֵשׁ לָכֶׁם  … בֵינֵיכֶׁם  .לְהַקָדוֹשׁ בָרוּךְ הוּאקִנְאָה יֵשׁ בֵינֵיכֶׁם? יֵצֶׁ

Hashem said to Moshe: Provide them with an answer. Moshe said before Him: Master of the Universe, the Torah that 

You are giving me, what is written in it? “I am the Lord your God Who brought you out of Egypt from the house of 

bondage” Moshe said to the angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah 

be yours? What else is written in it? “You shall have no other gods before Me” Do you dwell among the nations who 

worship idols? … Do you work?... Do you do business with one … Do you have a father or mother? … Is their jealousy 

among you, is there an evil inclination within you? Immediately they agreed. 

עָלָה   הבְשָׁעָה שֶׁׁ לַמָרוֹם אָמְרוּ מַלְאֲכֵי הַשָרֵת לִפְנֵי הַקָדוֹשׁ בָרוּךְ הוּא: רִבוֹנוֹ  מֹשֶׁׁ

ן: לְקַ  ל עוֹלָם, מַה לִילוּד אִשָה בֵינֵינוּ? אָמַר לָהֶׁ מְדָה שֶׁׁ בֵל תוֹרָה בָא. אָמְרוּ לְפָנָיו: חֶׁ

נּוּ״ ״ תְנָה הוֹדְךָ עַל …גְּנוּזָה, אַתָה מְבַקֵשׁ לִיתְנָהּ לְבָשָר ודָָם? ״מָה אֱנוֹשׁ כִי תִזְכְרֶׁ

  !הַשָמָיִם״

When Moshe ascended on High to receive the Torah, the angels said 

before Hashem: Master of the Universe, what is one born of a woman 

doing here among us? Hashem, said to them: He came to receive the 

Torah. The angels said before Him: The Torah is a hidden treasure, and 

you seek to give it to flesh and blood “What is man that You are mindful 

of him?” “Your majesty is placed above the heavens” 

 

 

The Halacha of 

bar metzrah 

only applies to 

land, and 

therefore the 

Torah which 

isn’t land does 

not have this 

Halacha. 

Moshe was 

an  ישׁ־ ִֽ א 

ה    יםהָאֱלֹ֫  ‘a 

godly man’ 

(tehillim 

90.1.) So, 

Moshe was 

also 

considered a 

neighbor! 

The Yidden 

are like 

relatives to 

Hashem, by 

relatives the 

Halacha of 

bar metzrah 

does not 

apply. 

The Halacha 

of bar 

metzrah only 

applies for a 

sale not for a 

gift, and the 

Torah was a 

given as a 

gift. 

Moshe was 

like a partner 

with Hashem 

in creation, 

by a partner 

the Halacha 

of bar 

metzrah does 

not apply. 

We find many answers 

in the Mefarshim: 

All Yidden are also 

considered like 

neighbors because 

of their neshamah. 

All Yidden are 

also partners in 

creation through 

davening of night 

of Shabbos.   

How do we see this 

from Moshe’s response 

to the Malachim? 

Moshe got the Torah for all the Yidden so 

although he is a godly man and a partner 

with Hashem in creation, the Halacha of 

bar metzrah should still apply? 

Torah is 

also 

referred 

to as a 

sale to 

Yidden? 

The reason it only 

applies to land is 

because other 

objects are 

available 

elsewhere, this is 

not so by the 

Torah (Torah 

cannot be 

acquired 

elsewhere), 

therefore this 

Halacha should 

still apply? 

Mefarshim explain that the basis 

to the claim of the Malachim was: 

because the Torah is hidden in 

heaven, they are neighbors, and 

therefore they should be offered 

the Torah first because of Halacha 

of bar metzrah (see bava metzia 

108a). 

The Halacha 

does not apply 

if original 

buyer urgently 

needs that 

land, here as 

well the 

Yidden need 

the Torah to 

live.  

The Halacha of 

bar metzrah 

doesn’t apply if 

the original 

buyer is buying 

all the seller’s 

assets, here the 

Yidden are 

getting the 

whole Torah. 

Mefarshim explain 

that the claim of the 

Malachim was only in 

regards to the sod 

(kabbalah) part of 

Torah. 

Other possible 

answers: 

Moshe’s answer was already known 

to the Malachim, and that’s why 

they only wanted the sod part of 

Torah? 

The point of 

giving the Torah is 

for Yidden to 

make a home for 

Hashem in this 

lowest  world. 

The halacha of bar 

metzrah does not apply 

when the original buyer 

wants to build a house on 

that land, the same is true 

here, the Yidden with the 

Torah are building a home 

for Hashem. 

We see this in the response 

of Moshe to the Malachim:  

Moshe emphasized how the 

Yidden live on this lowest 

world so they specifically can 

transform this world to a 

home for Hashem. 

The Torah was not given to the Malachim even though the higher world also needs 

the hamshachas haatzmus that happens through Torah as well. Just like when 

lifting a building, the bottom is lifted and with it comes the rest. So too through 

picking up the lowest worlds all the higher worlds get picked up with it. 

Why can’t the Malachim use 

the Torah to have 

Hamshachas Haatzmus in the 

higher worlds? 

Only the Yidden, which are in a 

world full of impurity and kelipa 

which fight against Hashem, 

and the yid is able to break 

through these challenges and 

transform the world into a 

home for Hashem. This 

transformation is true 

hischadshus – creating  anew - 

which this power only comes 

from Hashem himself. 

 And this is what Moshe 

tells the Malachim: that 

this power only the 

Yidden have 

This is also hinted in Moshes 

answer “Do you have a father or 

mother?” Do you Malachim have 

this power?  
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