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The Status of an Early Megillah Reading

1. When the Megillah is Read
Gemarah, Meseches Megillah 2a

ARY o2 Oy X2 DRI 772 The Megilla is read on the eleventh, on the twelfth, on the thirteenth, on the
Sy nwnna vy nyaIRa vy nwhwa  fourteenth, or on the fifteenth of the month of Adar, not earlier and not
NP X9, ninp XY later.

— P12 YW N min popmn 1212 The mishna explains the circumstances when the Megilla is read on each of
— niviTa NIy 0102y mwnna e these days. Cities [kerakin] that have been surrounded by a wall since the
PITRD 09I KYX WY V2N PR days of Joshua, son of Nun, read the Megilla on the fifteenth of Adar,
moion oy Whereas villages and large towns that have not been walled since the days of
o Joshua, son of Nun, read it on the fourteenth. However, the Sages
instituted that the villages may advance their reading to the day of
assembly, i.e., Monday or Thursday, when the rabbinical courts are in
session and the Torah is read publicly, and the villagers therefore come to

the larger towns.

2. When the Megillah is not Read
Gemarah, Meseches Megillah 20a
P21 X9) P X9 ,1P3070 DX PP X One may not read the Megilla, nor perform a circumcision, nor immerse
,730n X% O 7339 0P NI 1 ,piw X9 himselfin a ritual bath, nor sprinkle water of purification to purify people
.mnayiw 7y and objects that had contracted ritual impurity through contact with a

corpse until after sunrise. And also a woman who observes a clean day for
each day she experiences a discharge, i.e., a woman who experienced one or
two days of non-menstrual bleeding, and must now wait until a day has
passed without any discharge of blood before regaining ritual purity, she

too may not immerse herself until the sun has risen.

A Feature of the Mitzvah Itself

3. The Reason for an Early Reading
Gemarah, Meseches Megillah 4b

J2792Y DiPTIRY 7111 01 0°PDORY %191 The Sages were lenient with them because the villages supply water and

food to their brethren in the cities. This ordinance was established for the
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benefit of the villagers so that they should not have to make an extra trip to

the cities to hear the reading of the Megilla.

This is their reward, for supplying...

All of these days when the Megilla may be read were enacted by the
members of the Great Assembly when they established the holiday of Purim
itself.

...In the days of Mordechai and Esther...

Rav Shemen bar Abba said that Rabbi Yohanan said:
It is alluded to when the verse states:
“To confirm these days of Purim in their times” (Esther 9:31).

The phrase “in their times” indicates that they enacted many times for them

and not only two days.

“The Megillah is read,” etc. Rebbi Ila, Simeon bar Abba in the name of
Rebbi Johanan:

“To confirm these Purim days in their times.”
Why does the verse say, in their times?...

Rebbi Jonah says, to give them other times. He would allow other days than

those enumerated in the Mishnah if circumstances demand it

It was stated in the name of Rebbi Nathan: The entire month is qualified
for reading the scroll. For example a person going on a trip who probably
will not have a scroll available to him on the days enumerated in the
Mishnah can discharge his obligation by reading the scroll before his

departure.
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A Halachik Difference
Lekkutei Sichos Vol. 21, pg. 200
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Establishing the Megillah
Gemarah, Meseches Megillah 7a
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What is the reason?

“The month which for them was turned from sorrow to joy” (Esth. 9:22.)

In Halachah, there is a practical difference:

If a person is obligated to perform another mitzvah (aside from reading the
Megillah) whose designated time is a day on which he must also read the

Megillah, or the like, which of these Mitzvos should be performed first?

If the date falls sometime during the beginning of the month, then
precedence must be given to the mitzvah whose time is on that day. But if
the date is the 11th , the 12th , or the 13th, then there is room to reason that
the Megillah should be read first.

A Megillah Theme

Esther sent to the Sages: Write me for future generations and canonize my

book as part of the Bible.

They sent to her that it is written: “Have I not written for you three times”
(Proverbs 22:20), indicating that Israel’s battle with Amalek is to be
mentioned three times in the Bible and not four times? Since it is already
mentioned three times (Exodus 17:8-16; Deuteronomy 25:17-19; I Samuel 15),

there is no need to add a fourth source.

The Sages did not accede to Esther’s request until they found a verse

written in the Torah:

“Write this for a memorial in the book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua:
That I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under the

heavens” (Exodus 17:14).

The Sages interpreted the verse: “Write this,” that which is written in the
Torah here in Exodus, and in Deuteronomy; “a memorial,” that which is
written in the Prophets, i.e., in I Samuel, on this matter; “in the book,” that
which is written in the Megilla. The Megilla is the third mention of Amalek
and not the fourth, as both mentions in the Torah pertaining to Amalek are

considered one; therefore, Esther would be the third, not the fourth source.



10. Establishing Purim
Gemarah, Meseches Megillah 7a
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11. Eternal
Rambam, Hilchos Megillah 2:18
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12. Read Forever
Raavad, Hilchos Megillah 2:18
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13. Missing G-d’s Name
Ibn Ezra, Megillas Esther, Introduction
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Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda said: Esther sent to the Sages:

Establish me for future generations. Esther requested that the observance
of Purim and the reading of the Megilla be instituted as an ordinance for all

generations.

They sent to her: You will thereby arouse the wrath of the nations upon us,
as the Megilla recounts the victory of the Jews over the gentiles, and it is best

not to publicize that victory.

She sent back to them: I am already written in the chronicles of the kings of
Media and Persia, and so the Megilla will not publicize anything that is not

already known worldwide.

All the books of the Prophets and all the Holy Writings will be nullified in
the Messianic era, with the exception of the Book of Esther. It will continue
to exist, as will the five books of the Torah and the halachot of the Oral Law,

which will never be nullified.

Although all memories of the difficulties endured by our people will be
nullified, as Isaiah 65:16 states: "For the former difficulties will be forgotten
and for they will be hidden from My eye," the celebration of the days of
Purim will not be nullified, as Esther 9:28 states: "And these days of Purim
will not pass from among the Jews, nor will their remembrance cease from

their seed.”

Even if the public readings of the other books of scripture will cease, the

Megillah will never cease to be read publicly.

This biblical book does not mention of God. It also doesn’t say that it was

God who saved the Judeans from Haman’s plots.

In my opinion, the proper [explanation] is that this megillah was authored
by Mordechai. This is the meaning of ‘And he sent forth books.” All [these

books] were copies of a single text - that is the Megillah....
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14. Beyond G-d’s Names
Lekkutei Sichos Vol. 21, pg. 202
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15. “IWill Hide”
Gemarah, Meseches Chullin 139b
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The Persians copied it and wrote it into the history of their kings. They were
idolaters. They [would have] written the name of their abominations in the

place of the Exalted and Awe-inspiring Name...

[Therefore,] it was an honor for the name of Hashem for Mordechai to not

mention it in the Megillah.”

The absence of Divine names in the Megillah indicates that the Megillah
evinces a level of Divinity that is not grasped by a name, a level that
transcends the level of Divine names. And what's more (using the known
wording), the Megillah evinces a level of G-dliness that is not alluded to by

any letter or serif at all; I am who [ am.

From where in the Torah can one find an allusion to the events involving
Esther?

“Then My anger shall be kindled against them on that day, and I will forsake
them, and I will hide My face from them, and they shall be devoured, and
many evils and troubles shall come upon them; so that they will say in that
day: Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not among us?
And I will hide [haster astir] My face on that day for all the evil which they
shall have wrought, in that they are turned to other gods” (Deuteronomy

31:17-18).



