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Bamidbar 3:5-10

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Advance the tribe of Levi and place them in attendance upon Aaron the
priest to serve him. They shall perform duties for him and for the whole community before the Tent of Meeting,
doing the work of the Tabernacle. They shall take charge of all the furnishings of the Tent of Meeting—a duty
on behalf of the Israelites—doing the work of the Tabernacle. You shall assign the Levites to Aaron and to
his sons: they are formally assigned to him from among the Israelites. You shall make Aaron and his sons
responsible for observing their priestly duties; and any outsider who encroaches shall be put to death.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 3:10
onmnd nNX Nnwi AND THEY SHALL KEEP THEIR PRIESTS OFFICE — the receiving of the blood in holy
vessels, the sprinkling of it, the burning of the fat and the other rites which are entrusted to the priests’ charge.
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Ibn Ezra on Bamidbar 3:10

AND THOU SHALT APPOINT AARON AND HIS SONS. His sons includes the sons of his sons. The meaning
of and thou shalt appoint (tifkod) is, you shall appoint each one of them.Tifkod can meant to count. Hence
I.LE.’s comment. The meaning of that they may keep their priesthood is that they not do anything that will
disqualify them from being priests.
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Vayikra 1:5
The bull shall be slaughtered before Hashem; and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall offer the blood, dashing
the blood against all sides of the altar which is at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.
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Rashi on Vayikra 1:5

D270N ... vnwl... IApPnl AND HE SHALL SLAUGHTER ... AND THE PRIESTS SHALL OFFER [THE
BLOOD] — All the rites from “receiving the blood in a vessel” (which is implied in 1anpn1) and onwards are
the duty of the priesthood. This teaches about the slaughtering that it is valid even if performed by a layman.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 3:10

T7oN 1M2 NI NNk NXE AND THOU SHALT CHARGE AARON AND HIS SONS — The word Tjon is an
expression for “appointing” and not an expression for “counting”.
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Bamidbar 3:11-12

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: | hereby take the Levites from among the Israelites in place of all the first-
born, the first issue of the womb among the Israelites: the Levites shall be Mine.
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Bamidbar 3:1-3

This is the line of Aaron and Moshe at the time that Hashem spoke with Moshe on Mount Sinai. These were
the names of Aaron’s sons: Nadab, the first-born, and Abihu, Eleazar and Isamar; those were the names of
Aaron’s sons, the anointed priests who were ordained for priesthood.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 3:8

[AND THEY SHALL KEEP ALL THE VESSELS OF THE TENT OF MEETING] AND THE CHARGE OF THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL — It is called “the charge of the children of Israel” because all of them (all the
Israelites) were really bound to care for the needs of the Sanctuary, only that the Levites took their places as
representing them. For this reason they (the Levites) received from them the tithes as a reward, as it is said,
(Bamidbar 18:31) “for it (the tithe) is your hire in exchange for your service”.
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Shemos 12:5-9

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You
shall keep watch over it until the fourteenth day of this month; and all the assembled congregation of the
Israelites shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and
the lintel of the houses in which they are to eat it. They shall eat the flesh that same night; they shall eat it
roasted over the fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw, or cooked in any
way with water, but roasted—head, legs, and entrails—over the fire.
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11. Rashi on Shemos 12:6

xwr nTy 1np it speaks here of 7nj7 assembly, nTy congregation, 7x v Israel, whilst one of these terms
alone would have sufficed; hence they (the Rabbis) said: the paschal-lambs of the congregation (a term used
in contrast to that which was sacrificed by an individual on the 14th of the second month; cf. Bamidbar 9:9—
14) are to be slaughtered in three groups, one after the other — the first group entered and the doors of the
court were closed, etc. as is to be found in the Talmud, Treatise Pesachim (64a).
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Shemos 19:5-6

Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully and keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured possession among
all the peoples. Indeed, all the earth is Mine, but you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’
These are the words that you shall speak to the children of Israel.”



