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Deuteronomy 1:1-3

These are the words that Moshe addressed to all of Yisroel across the Yardein; [as he had] in the
wilderness— on the Arava plain facing Suf; [and as he had] between Poron and Tofel and Lovon and
Chatzeiros and Di Zohov. z

eleven days [traveling time] from Choreiv by the Mount Seir road, to Kadeish Barnei’a.

[Beginning] in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first of the month, Moshe addressed Bnei Yisroel
with every detail that Hashem had commanded him [to say] to them.
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 1:3

And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first of the month [... Moshe
spoke]: This teaches us that he rebuked them only a short while before his death. From whom did he learn
[to do] this? From Jacob, who rebuked his sons only a short while before his death. He said, “Reuben, my
son, | will tell you why | have not reproved you [for your shortcomings] during all these years: So that you
would not leave me and join my brother, Esau.” And for four reasons, one should not reprimand a person



except shortly before one’s death: So that one should not rebuke and again have to rebuke him, so as not to
cause his friend to feel ashamed when he sees him; etc. These appear in Sifrei . And similarly, Joshua
rebuked Israel only shortly before his death (cf. Joshua 24:1-29), and so, Samuel, as it is said, “Behold, testify
against me” (I Sam. 12:3) and so, also, David rebuked his son Solomon only shortly before his death (see |
Kings 2:1-10).
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Sforno on Deuteronomy 1:3
DN'7R INIX "N NIX WK 70D, he reviewed for them the whole Torah that had been revealed up until this point.
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Megillah 31b

(Mishnah: One should not interrupt the reading of the curses by having two different people read them.
Rather, one person reads all of them.) Abaye said: They taught this only with regard to the curses that
are recorded in Leviticus, but with regard to the curses that are recorded in Deuteronomy, one may
interrupt them by having two different people read them. What is the reason for this distinction? These
curses in Leviticus are stated in the plural, and Moshe pronounced them from the mouth of the
Almighty. As such, they are more severe. However, these curses in Deuteronomy are stated in the
singular, and Moshe said them on his own, like the rest of the book of Deuteronomy.
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Sanhedrin 56b

The mitzva of judgment was given at Marah, as it is written with regard to Marah: “There He made for
them a statute and an ordinance” (Exodus 15:25). Shabbat and honoring one’s father and mother were
given at Marah, as it is written concerning them in the Ten Commandments: “Observe the day of Shabbat
to keep it holy, as Hashem your G-d commanded you” (Deuteronomy 5:12), and similarly: “Honor your
father and your mother, as Hashem your G-d commanded you” (Deuteronomy 5:16). The phrase “as Hashem
your G-d commanded you” indicates that they had already been commanded to observe these mitzvot
previously. And Rav Yehuda says: “As Hashem your G-d commanded you” in Marah.



Rashi: ...Moshe could not have said, “As Hashem commanded you at Sinai” in the plains of Moav. For Moshe
did not repeat the Mishnah Torah and warn about its commandments of his own accord. Rather, he repeated
them just as he had received them. And whatever was written in the repetition of the Ten Commandments
was written on the Tablets, and was heard at Sinai.
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Berakhot 21b

And if you say that Rabbi Yehuda does not derive homiletic interpretations from juxtaposed verses,
didn’t Rav Yosef already say: Even one who does not derive homiletic interpretations from juxtaposed
verses throughout the entire Torah, nevertheless, derives them in Deuteronomy [Mishne Torah], as
Rabbi Yehuda does not derive homiletic interpretations from juxtaposed verses throughout the entire
Torah and he does derive them in Mishne Torah.
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Jeremiah 23:29
Behold, My word is like fire—declares Hashem—and like a hammer that shatters rock!
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Berakhot 22a

Further elaborating on the issue of Torah study while in a state of impurity, it was taught in a baraita that
Rabbi Yehuda ben Beteira would say: Matters of Torah do not become ritually impure and therefore
one who is impure is permitted to engage in Torah study. He implemented this halakha in practice. The
Gemara relates an incident involving a student who was reciting mishnayot and baraitot hesitantly before
the study hall of Rabbi Yehuda ben Beteira. The student experienced a seminal emission, and when he
was asked to recite he did so in a rushed, uneven manner, as he did not want to utter the words of Torah
explicitly. Rabbi Yehuda said to him: My son, open your mouth and let your words illuminate, as matters
of Torah do not become ritually impure, as it is stated: “Is not my word like fire, says Hashem”
(Jeremiah 23:29). Just as fire does not become ritually impure, so too matters of Torah do not become
ritually impure.
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Bamidbar 11

(4) The riffraff in their midst felt a gluttonous craving; and then the Israelites wept and said, “If only we had
meat to eat! (5) We remember the fish that we used to eat free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the
leeks, the onions, and the garlic. (6) Now our gullets are shriveled. There is nothing at all! Nothing but this
manna to look to!” ... (11) And Moshe said to Hashem, “Why have You dealt ill with Your servant, and why
have | not enjoyed Your favor, that You have laid the burden of all this people upon me? ...(13) Where am |
to get meat to give to all this people, when they whine before me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ (14) |
cannot carry all this people by myself, for it is too much for me...

(16) Then Hashem said to Moshe, “Gather for Me seventy of Israel’s elders of whom you have experience
as elders and officers of the people, and bring them to the Tent of Meeting and let them take their place
there with you. (17) | will come down and speak with you there, and | will draw upon the spirit that is on you
and put it upon them; they shall share the burden of the people with you, and you shall not bear it alone.
(18) And say to the people: Purify yourselves for tomorrow and you shall eat meat, for you have kept
whining before Hashem and saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Indeed, we were better off in Egypt!’
Hashem will give you meat and you shall eat.



