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Bamidbar 31

(7) They took the field against Midian, as the LORD had commanded Moses, and slew every male... (9) The
Israelites took the women and children of the Midianites captive, and seized as booty all their beasts, all their
herds, and all their wealth... (14) Moses became angry with the commanders of the army... (15) Moses said
to them, “You have spared every female! (16) Yet they are the very ones who, at the bidding of Balaam,
induced the Israelites to trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, so that the LORD’s community
was struck by the plague. (17) Now, therefore, slay every male among the children, and slay also every
woman who has known a man carnally; (18) but spare every young woman who has not had carnal relations
with a man.
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Rashi on Numbers 31:16

oyv72 1212 [THESE WERE AN ENTICEMENT] THROUGH THE WORD OF BALAAM — He had said to them:
Even if you bring together all the hosts that are in the world you cannot overcome them. Are you perhaps
more numerous than the Egyptians who had six hundred chosen chariots? Come and | will give you counsel:
Their God has a hatred of immorality, etc., as it is related in the chapter j?7n (Sanhedrin 106a) and in Sifrei
Bamidbar 157:6.
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Numbers 24:12-14

(12) Balaam replied to Balak, “But | even told the messengers you sent to me, (13) “‘Though Balak were to
give me his house full of silver and gold, | could not of my own accord do anything good or bad contrary to
the LORD’s command. What the LORD says, that | must say.’ (14) And now, as | go back to my people, let
me inform you of what this people will do to your people in days to come.”
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Rashi on Numbers 24:14:

V'R 17 COME AND | WILL COUNSEL THEE what you have to do. And what is the counsel? The God of
these people hates unchastity, therefore tempt them to sin by means of thy women-folk, as is related in the
chapter 77n (Sanhedrin 106a) — You can know that it was Balaam who gave this counsel, to make them fall
by the sin of unchastity, for it is stated, of the women of Midian (Numbers 31:16), “Behold, these were an
enticement to the children of Israel through the word of Balaam”.
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Numbers 14:13-16

(13) But Moses said to the LORD, “When the Egyptians, from whose midst You brought up this people in
Your might, hear the news, (14) they will tell it to the inhabitants of that land. Now they have heard that You,
O LORD, are in the midst of this people; that You, O LORD, appear in plain sight when Your cloud rests over
them and when You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. (15) If then You
slay this people to a man, the nations who have heard Your fame will say, (16) ‘It must be because the LORD
was powerless to bring that people into the land He had promised them on oath that He slaughtered them in
the wilderness.’
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Rashi on Numbers 14:16

121 N7 'n7an BECAUSE THE LORD IS UNABLE etc., — “He is unable to bring them into the land on Canaan
because the inhabitants of the land are strong and mighty; and besides, one king, Pharaoh, is not like thirty-



one kings, who inhabit Canaan”. — This is what they will say concerning the inhabitants of this land (these
kings): n'7>' 'n'7an because He had no power to bring them into the Land He hath slaughtered them.
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Exodus 14:7
he took six hundred of his picked chariots, and the rest of the chariots of Egypt, with officers in all of them.
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Numbers 22:6

Come then, put a curse upon this people for me, since they are too numerous for me; perhaps | can thus
defeat them and drive them out of the land. For | know that he whom you bless is blessed indeed, and he
whom you curse is cursed.”
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Rashi on Exodus 14:7

n™xn 201 721 signifies AND with these were ALL THE other CHARIOTS OF EGYPT. And whence came all
these animals required for the chariots? If you say that they were from the cattle of the Egyptians — but you
know it is stated, (Exodus 9:6) “And all the cattle of the Egyptians died”. And if you say that they were from
the Israelites’ cattle — but is it not stated, (Exodus 10:26) “Our cattle, also, shall go with us” Then whose
were they? They were of those “who feared the word of the Lord” and saved their cattle by bringing them into
their stables (Exodus 9:20). Deriving it from here (on account of this fact) R. Simeon said: The best amongst
the Egyptians — kill him (otherwise he will afterwards devise evil against you); the best amongst the serpents
— crush its brains.
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Leviticus 24:10-12

There came out among the Israelites one whose mother was Israelite and whose father was Egyptian. And
a fight broke out in the camp between that half-Israelite and a certain Israelite. The son of the Israelite
woman pronounced the Name in blasphemy, and he was brought to Moses—now his mother's name was
Shelomith daughter of Dibri of the tribe of Dan— and he was placed in custody, until the decision of the



LORD should be made clear to them.

RASHI: ma1 na nm%w mx nwi AND HIS MOTHER’S NAME WAS SHELOMITH, THE DAUGHTER OF
DIBRI, [THE TRIBE OF DAN] — it is to tell how praiseworthy Israel was that Scripture publicly mentions her
name (exposes her), telling us implicitly that of all the women of Israel she alone was a harlot.
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Sanhedrin 106a

Balaam said to Balak: “Behold, | go to my people; come therefore, and | shall advise you what this
people shall do to your people” (Numbers 24:14). Ostensibly, he should have said: What your people
shall do to this people. Rabbi Abba bar Kahana says: Balaam spoke like a person who curses himself
but does not wish to utter so awful a matter and instead ascribes his curse to take effect on others.
Balaam said to them: The God of these Jewish people despises lewdness, and they desire linen
garments, as they have no new garments; come, and | will give you advice. Make for them enclosures
using wall hangings and seat prostitutes in them, with an old woman outside the enclosure and a
young woman inside, and have the women sell them linen garments. Balak made for them enclosures
using wall hangings from the snow mountain, the Hermon, until Beit HaYeshimot, and he sat
prostitutes in them, with an old woman outside and a young woman on the inside. And at the time
when Jewish people were eating and drinking and were glad and going out to stroll in the
marketplace, the old woman would say to a Jew: Aren’t you seeking linen garments? He would enter
the enclosure and ask the price, the old woman would quote him a price equal to its value, and the
young woman would quote him a price less than its value. That scenario would repeat itself two or three
times. And thereafter she would say to him: You are like a member of our household, sit and choose
for yourself the merchandise that you want. And a jug of Ammonite wine was placed near her, and
neither Ammonite wine nor gentile wine had been prohibited yet for Jews. She said to him: Is it your
wish to drink a cup of wine? Once he drank the wine, his evil inclination burned within him. He then
said to her: Submit to me and engage in intercourse with me. She then removed the idol that she
worshipped from her lap and said to him: Worship this. He said to her: Am | not Jewish? | am
therefore forbidden from engaging in idol worship. She said to him: And what is your concern? We are
asking you to do nothing more than defecate in its presence. But he does not know that its worship
is conducted in that manner. Once he did so, she said to him: Moreover, | will not leave you until you
deny the Torah of Moses your teacher, as it is stated: “But when they came to Ba’al-Peor they
separated themselves to the shameful item; and they became detestable like that which they



loved” (Hosea 9:10). They devoted themselves to the disgrace of defecation, and detested the name of
God.
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Sifrei Bamidbar 131:2
Variantly: "And Israel sat in Shittim": in the place of sitoth ("straying” [from the L-rd]). When Israel were in the
desert, a place devoid of seed, figs, wine, and pomegranates, they came and waged war against Sichon and
Og, who fell into their hands, and they took all that was theirs. That kinG-dom was proud and haughty, though
they had only four provinces worthy of the name — Asia, Alexandria, Carthaginia, and Antiochia, while these
(Sichon and Og) had sixty cities, all worthy of "kingdom," viz. (Devarim 3:4) "... sixty cities, the entire province
of the palace, the kingdom of Og in the Bashan." Israel came and waged war against them and they fell into
their (Israel's) hands. But when Israel was surfeited with the spoils, they began "spoiling" the spoils — they
tore apart garments and cast them away and tore apart beasts and cast them away — for they sought only
vessels of silver and gold, viz. (Devarim 3:7) "and every beast and the spoil of the cities we 'spoiled' unto
ourselves." "They came and sat in Shittim," in the place of sitoth. At that time Ammonim and Moavim arose
and built markets for themselves from Beth Hayeshimoth until Har Hashaleg, where they installed harlots,
old ones outside and young ones within, who sold flaxen garments. When an Israelite would eat and drink
and make merry and go out to promenade and to buy something from the old one, she would offer it to him
at cost, whereupon the young one would call out to him from within, saying "Come and buy it for less," and
he did so. The same, the next day and the day after. The third day she would say to him "Come inside and
pick for yourself — you're like one of the family." He obliged. The pitcher near her was full of Ammoni wine,
the wine of idolators having not yet been forbidden to Israelites. She: "Would you like to drink some wine?"
He obliged, and when the wine burned in him he said to her "Consent to me," at which she took an image of
Peor from under her breast-band and said to him: "My master, if you want me to consent to you, bow down
to this." He: "Can | bow down to idolatry?" She: "What difference does it make to you? | am only asking that
you bare yourself before him." (The sages ruled that baring oneself to Peor is its mode of worship.) The wine



burned in him and he said "Consent to me." She: "If you want me to consent to you, 'veer off' from the Torah
of Moses." And he did so, as it is written (Hoshea 10:10) "They veered off to shame (i.e., to idolatry); and
they became detestable (to Me) in loving (the daughters of Moav)." In the end, they reverted to (their practice
of) making idolatrous banquets for them to which they invited them, as it is written (Bamidbar 25:2) "And they
(the Moavite women) called the people to the sacrifices of their gods, etc."
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Deuteronomy 32:15
So Jeshurun grew fat and kicked— You grew fat and gross and coarse— He forsook the God who made him
And spurned the Rock of his support.
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Numbers 31:1-3

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Avenge the Israelite people on the Midianites; then you shall be gathered
to your kin.” Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Let men be picked out from among you for a campaign, and
let them fall upon Midian to wreak the LORD’s vengeance on Midian.

RASHI: 'n nnjn “THE VENGEANCE OF THE LORD” — [This is really equivalent to the expression God had
employed (v.2), “the vengeance of the children of Israel’], because whoever attacks Israel is as though he
attacks the Holy One blessed be He.



