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Volume 17 | Bamidbar - beis Sivan
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We always read Bamidbar before Shevuos.
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immediately on Bais Sivan, Hashem told Moshe to prepare them for Torah.
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It is customary in these regions not to fast and not to recite Tachanun from Rosh Chodesh
[Sivan]102 until — and including — the eighth of [the month],103 i.e., including the day following
the festival [as celebrated in the Diaspora] that is referred to as Isru Chag.

[The rationale is that] directly after Rosh Chodesh, Moshe began to prepare [the people] to
receive the Torah. [That year,] Rosh Chodesh [Sivan] fell on Monday.104 On Tuesday, [Moshe]
conveyed to them [G-d’s words],105 “You will be a kingdom of priests for Me.” On Wednesday,
[Moshe] related to them the [Divine] commandment to observe a boundary [around Mount
Sinai, saying],106 “Guard yourselves lest you ascend the mountain....” On Thursday, [Moshe]
conveyed to them the mitzvah of chastity, that they should separate from their wives that day



and the following day, and “be prepared for the third day,”107 i.e., Shabbos, on which the
Torah was given.108

/a0 (4
XY 127 T'AN) 2PYL N7 RN DD YAKRY DTN DIt 7R K7 DRIRR IR N7y N

Moses ascended to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, "So shall you
say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel,
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'You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and [how] | bore you on eagles' wings, and |
brought you to Me.

1,0 N "am (5
JNWUN NO7An I'nni DN NN
A KINGDOM OF PRIESTS. This means that you shall be a kingdom of My servants.
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AND A HOLY NATION. l.e., to cleave unto the Holy G-d, just as He said, Ye shall be holy, for |
the Eternal your G-d am Holy.164 Thus He has assured them [of life] in this world and in the
World to Come.165
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From here ("a kingdom of Cohanim") it is derived that all of Israel were fit to eat of the offerings
— until they made the golden calf. Once they made the golden calf, it (i.e., the status of
Cohanim) was taken from them and given to the (official) Cohanim,
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And you shall be to Me a kingdom of princes: Heb., 010> n)mnn, princes, as it is said: “and
David’s sons were chief officers (n1n3)” (Il Sam. 8:18).
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Only the farmland of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had an allotment from Pharaoh,
and they ate their allotment that Pharaoh had given them; therefore, they did not sell their
farmland.
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The sons of Amram; Aaron and Moses, and Aaron was separated, to be sanctified as most

holy, he and his sons forever, to burn incense before the Lord, to serve Him, and to bless with
His name to eternity.
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And now, if you obey Me and keep My covenant, you shall be to Me a treasure out of all
peoples, for Mine is the entire earth.
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2:8), [i.e., like] costly vessels and precious stones, which kings store away. So will you be
[more of] a treasure to Me than the other nations (Mechilta). Now don'’t think (lit., and do not
say) that you alone are Mine, and [that] | have no others besides you. So what else do | have,
that [My] love for you should be made evident? For the whole earth is Mine, but they [the other
nations] mean nothing to Me.
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Even darkness will not obscure [anything] from You, and the night will light up like day; as
darkness so is the light.
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Know Him in all your ways, and He will direct your paths.

o/'n,"apy (15

Di*D TY N2 727 INYY NN oY Ty nintnMa [XTNK IRYY 70 DY NN DIRY 7T KIDD Nya
:NTN

At that time, the Lord separated the tribe of Levi to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to
stand before the Lord to serve Him, and to bless in His Name, to this day.
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Therefore, Levi has no portion or inheritance with his brothers; the Lord is his inheritance, as
the Lord, your God spoke to him.
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love is the root of all the 248 positive commands, all originating in it and having no true
foundation without it, inasmuch as he who fulfils them in truth, truly loves the name of G-d and
desires to cleave to Him in truth; for one cannot truly cleave to Him except through the
fulfilment of the 248 commandments which are the 248 "Organs of the King," as it were,
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended on High to receive the Torah, the
ministering angels said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, what is
one born of a woman doing here among us? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to them: He
came to receive the Torah. The angels said before Him: The Torah is a hidden treasure that
was concealed by you 974 generations before the creation of the world, and you seek to give it
to flesh and blood? As it is stated: “The word which He commanded to a thousand



generations” (Psalms 105:8). Since the Torah, the word of God, was given to the twenty-sixth
generation after Adam, the first man, the remaining 974 generations must have preceded the
creation of the world. “What is man that You are mindful of him and the son of man that You
think of him?” (Psalms 8:5). Rather, “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth
that Your majesty is placed above the heavens” (Psalms 8:2). The rightful place of God’s
majesty, the Torah, is in the heavens.
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Provide them with an answer as to why the
Torah should be given to the people. Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, | am
afraid lest they burn me with the breath of their mouths. God said to him: Grasp My throne of
glory for strength and protection, and provide them with an answer. And from where is this
derived? As it is stated: “He causes him to grasp the front of the throne, and spreads His cloud
over it” (Job 26:9), and Rabbi Nahum said: This verse teaches that God spread the radiance of
His presence and His cloud over Moses. Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, the
Torah that You are giving me, what is written in it? God said to him: “I am the Lord your God
Who brought you out of Egypt from the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2). Moses said to the
angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah be
yours? Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall have no
other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Moses said to the angels: Do you dwell among the
nations who worship
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idols that you require this special warning? Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? The
Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “Remember the Shabbat day to sanctify it” (Exodus
20:8). Moses asked the angels: Do you perform labor that you require rest from it? Again
Moses asked: What else is written in it? “Do not take the name of the Lord your God in vain”
(Exodus 20:7), meaning that it is prohibited to swear falsely. Moses asked the angels: Do you
conduct business with one another that may lead you to swear falsely? Again Moses asked:
What else is written in it? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “Honor your father and



your mother” (Exodus 20:12). Moses asked the angels: Do you have a father or a mother that
would render the commandment to honor them relevant to you? Again Moses asked: What
else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you
shall not steal” (Exodus 20:13) Moses asked the angels: Is there jealousy among you, or is
there an evil inclination within you that would render these commandments relevant?
Immediately they agreed with the Holy One, Blessed be He, that He made the right decision to
give the Torah to the people, and as it is stated: “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in
all the earth” (Psalms 8:10), while “that Your majesty is placed above the heavens” is not
written because the angels agreed with God that it is appropriate to give the Torah to the
people on earth
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the Gemara cites that Rav said: Abraham our Patriarch fulfilled the entire Torah before it was
given, as it is stated: “Because [ekev] Abraham hearkened to My voice and kept My charge,
My mitzvot, My statutes and My Torahs”.
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This is what the Sages meant when they said that "The Patriarchs are truly the chariot," for all
their organs were completely holy and detached from mundane matters, serving as a vehicle
solely for the Supreme Will alone throughout their lives.
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“And on the tenth,” from the book of Numbers (29:7), he then reads by heart.
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Only the tribe of Levi you shall not number, and you shall not reckon their sum among the
children of Israel.
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Only the tribe of Levi you shall not number: The legion of the king deserves to be counted on
its own (Tanchuma). Another explanation: The Holy One, Blessed Be He, foresaw that a
decree was destined to be enacted against all those counted from twenty years and upward
[condemning them] to die in the desert. He said,“Let these not be included, for they are Mine,
since they did not err in [the sin of] the [golden] calf.”
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Count the children of Levi according to their fathers' house according to their families. Count all
males from the age of one month and upward
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Make a count of the sons of Kohath from among the children of Levi by their families,
according to their fathers' houses.
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From the age of thirty until the age of fifty, all who enter the service, to do work in the Tent of
Meeting.
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Make a count: Count those among them who are fit for the service of carrying, and are from
the age of thirty until the age of fifty. One under thirty has not reached the peak of his strength;
from this our Sages said, “At thirty for [full] strength” (Avoth 5:21). Over the age of fifty, one’s
strength begins to wane.
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When an entire loaf that was chametz became mixed with even 1000 loaves of matzah, it
never becomes batel among them.It is forbidden to partake of [any of the loaves in] this
mixture on the day before Pesach from [the beginning of] the fifth hour onward. [The rationale
is that] an entire loaf is a davar shebeminyan (i.e., [an article that] must be sold by counting
each item individually because of its importance; it is not sold [in a group] by estimation, as is
the practice when selling items that are not important). Any davar shebeminyan is never
nullified, even [when it is mixed] with 1000 [times its volume], as will be explained in Yoreh
Deah, sec. 110.
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The same laws apply with regard to a piece of meat [cooked] with milk or an ordinary animal
that was slaughtered in the Temple courtyard, for it is forbidden to benefit from [the latter]
according to Rabbinic decree, as will be explained in Hilchot Shechitah. Even the slightest
amount of them causes [a mixture] to become forbidden until they are removed.

Similarly, when a gid hanesheh was cooked with other similar tissue or with meat, when it can
be recognized, it should be removed and the remainder is permitted. For giddim do not impart
flavor. If one cannot recognize it, the entire mixture is forbidden. For [the gid hanesheh is
considered as a created being in its own right. Hence, it is significant; no matter how small it is,
it causes [a mixture] to become forbidden.

'T 1270, 70 P19 NNIOX NI'7DOKN NN D"ann (28

Ni72y 9782 N2NY N72Y1 DY 97X 1WNIY 77030 NiY 72'97 .'702 DX D ['UYD DN 752 72 )
7V X DTN XY 72X .00 MOK 72 DNIND 97X 1IN0 Y9 IX DNI9Y 97X NYINYD YI¥N 1IDY IX
VYR |71V 19K 0 DY 2779 19

Similarly, all living animals are significant and they never become nullified. Therefore, if an ox
sentenced to be stoned to death19 becomes intermingled with 1000 oxen, a calf whose neck is



to be broken becomes intermingled with 1000 calves, a dove selected for a metzora becomes
intermingled with 1000 doves, or a firstborn donkey becomes intermingled with 1000 donkeys,
it is forbidden to benefit from any of them. With regard to other entities, even though it is
customary to [sell] them by number, they can be nullified according to the ordinary measures.
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And these are the names of the sons of Israel: Although [God] counted them in their lifetime by
their names (Gen. 46:8-27), He counted them again after their death, to let us know how
precious they are [to Him], because they were likened to the stars, which He takes out [From
beyond the horizon] and brings in by number and by name, as it is said: who takes out their
host by number; all of them He calls by name (Isa. 40:26).
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But you shall appoint the Levites over the Tabernacle of the Testimony, over all its vessels and
over all that belong to it; they shall carry the Tabernacle and they shall minister to it, and they
shall encamp around the Tabernacle.
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But you shall appoint the Levites: Heb. Tjon, as the Targum renders, "1n, appoint ; it is an
expression of appointing to control the thing over which one is appointed, as it says,“Let the
king appoint (Tiz91) officers (n*T1179)” (Esther 2:3).
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From the age of one month and upward: When he is no longer in the category of [possible]
premature birth, he is counted among those called, “keepers of the holy charge.” R. Judah the
son of R. Shalom said: That tribe is accustomed to being counted from the womb, as it says,



‘whom she bore to Levi in Egypt” ; as she entered the gate of Egypt, she bore her [Jochebed],
yet she [Jochebed] was counted as one of the seventy souls. For if you count their total, you
find only sixty-nine, but she completed the number.
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From the age of thirty years and upward, until the age of fifty years you shall count them, all
.who come to join the legion, to perform service in the Tent of Meeting
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The following is the service of the sons of Kohath in the Tent of Meeting-the Holy of Holies.
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The Holy of Holies: The holiest of all-the ark, the table, the menorah, the altars, the dividing
curtain, and the service utensils.
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And you shall take the Levites for Me | am the Lord instead of all firstborns among the children
of Israel. And [take] the Levites' animals instead of all the firstborn animals of the children of
Israel.
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And these days shall be remembered and celebrated throughout every generation, in every

family, every province, and every city, and these days of Purim shall not be revoked from
amidst the Jews, and their memory shall not cease from their seed.
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And kings shall be your nursing fathers and their princesses your wet nurses; they shall
prostrate themselves to you with their face on the ground, and they shall lick the dust of your
feet, and you shall know that | am the Lord, for those who wait for Me shall not be ashamed.
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