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And he planted an eishel in Beer-Sheba, and he called there in the name of the Lord, the God
of the world.
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and he called there, etc: By means of that “eishel” , the name of the Holy One, blessed be He,
was called “God of the whole world.” After they would eat and drink, he would say to them,
“Bless the One of Whose [food] you have eaten. Do you think that you have eaten of my
[food]? [You have eaten of the food] of the One Who spoke and the world came into being!”
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"Because | know him, so that he will command" - Rabi Yudan in the name of Rabbi Alexandri:
this is serving the mourner's meals. And the rabbis say: this is visiting the sick. Rabbi Azariah
in the name of rabbi Yehudah: in the beginning tzedek and in the end, mishpat. How so?
Avraham would receive both the sinners and the ones that returned. As they were eating and



drinking he would say to them "bless!" They would ask: what should we say? He would
answer: "Blessed is ElI Olam, from Whose [bounty] we ate." If the person accepted it and
blessed, then s/he would eat, and drink and go. And if not, then Avraham would say: 'give me
what you have.' And the person would say - 'what do you have that | owe you?' And he would
answer: 'one measure of wine for ten coins, and one cut of meat for ten coins, and one loaf of
bread for ten coins... Who gave you wine in the wilderness? Who gave you meat in the middle
of the wilderness? Who gave you bread in the wilderness?' Once the person understood the
predicament that Avraham set up, then the person would say "Blessed is El Elyion from Whose
bounty we ate" - and this is what is why tzedakah is written in the beginning and justice at the
end.
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Why is this get not void? For he is being compelled - either by Jews or by gentiles - [to divorce]
against his will [and a get must be given voluntarily].

Because the concept of being compelled against one's will applies only when speaking about a
person who is being compelled and forced to do something that the Torah does not obligate
him to do - e.g., a person who was beaten until he consented to a sale, or to give a present. If,
however, a person's evil inclination presses him to negate [the observance of] a mitzvah or to
commit a transgression, and he was beaten until he performed the action he was obligated to
perform, or he dissociated himself from the forbidden action, he is not considered to have been
forced against his will. On the contrary, it is he himself who is forcing [his own conduct to
become debased].

With regard to this person who [outwardly] refuses to divorce [his wife] - he wants to be part of
the Jewish people, and he wants to perform all the mitzvot and eschew all the transgressions;
it is only his evil inclination that presses him. Therefore, when he is beaten until his [evil]
inclination has been weakened, and he consents [to the divorce], he is considered to have
performed the divorce willfully.
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But the men who went up with him said, "We are unable to go up against the people, for they
are stronger than we.
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The entire community raised their voices and shouted, and the people wept on that night.
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They said to each other, "Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt!"
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Moses related all these words to the children of Israel, and the people mourned greatly.
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They arose early in the morning and ascended to the mountain top, saying, "We are ready to
go up to the place of which the Lord spoke, for we have sinned. "
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Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said: every day a bat kol (a heavenly voice) goes forth from Mount
Horeb and makes proclamation and says: “Woe unto humankind for their contempt towards
the Torah”, for whoever does not occupy himself with the study of Torah is called, nazuf (the
rebuked.
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This means that even in the case of those who are removed from G-d's Torah and His service,
and are therefore classified simply as "creatures," one must attract them with strong cords of



love, perchance one might succeed in drawing them near to the Torah and Divine service.
Even if one fails, one has not forfeited the merit of the precept of neighborly love.

Aux ™ 0r oirn 210 ow van naan (10

Y2N YIX DRX 4'0N 2 UNYLY OY 1L DY WA MR PTY NNY¥D 190 — W7 — TN MY niva 2"
Y7911 NINYIR YA TNHYA0 ,Y0N02 T "2YT 01 22K (V7911 D20 YOOYIA T 'l TR UX .NINKAX 'N NN
NINYIN YO'INA 'T ["2WT 01 WP Y7 'ITR OX ,19UD 0 NI 790 TR YN [YIYA VA0 DR 120! DY
7' 'R 1200 DY Y20 DI0] Y9N YIX KN N2 0IYOYNIYANN DYT YIUT T OXIL JYT'R 'K [Y2'7 ONII

JY2Y2 [Y7 Y2N YIX X KD 3102 01YOYIYAIR DYT OXIL, 72! DYT [YAYA [YIRT T T [YT'X 19 [YIXN

On Lag BaOmer,around the year 5604 (1844), the Tzemach Tzedek relayed the following
teaching of the Baal Shem Tov. “It is written,8 ‘For you shall be a cherished land, declares the
G-d of Hosts.” Just as the wisest minds will never be able to grasp the vast natural treasures
that G-d has hidden in the earth, to grasp that ‘everything came from dust,’9 so, too, no one
can appreciate the treasures that lie hidden within Jews, who are G-d’s cherished land.”

The Baal Shem Tov concluded: “| want to bring Jews to the point that they will yield the kind of
harvest that G-d’s ‘cherished land’ can yield.”
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He must also thunder against it with a strong and raging voice in order to humble it, as the
Rabbis state, "A person should always rouse the good impulse against the evil impulse, as it is
written, 'Rage, and sin not." That is to say, one must rage against the animal soul, which is his
evil impulse, with stormy indignation in his mind, saying to it: "Thou art evil and wicked,
abominable, loathsome and disgraceful, ..." with all the epithets by which our Sages, of
blessed memory, have rightly called it, "... How long wilt thou conceal from me the light of the
blessed En Sof, which pervades all the worlds; which was, is, and will be the same, including
also this place where | stand, just as the light of the blessed En Sof was alone before the world
was created, without any change,
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The Sages further taught in praise of the reed: A person should always be soft like a reed, and
he should not be stiff like a cedar. An incident occurred in which Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi
Shimon, came from Migdal Gedor, from his rabbi’s house, and he was riding on a donkey and
strolling on the bank of the river. And he was very happy, and his head was swollen with pride
because he had studied much Torah.
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He happened upon an exceedingly ugly person, who said to him: Greetings to you, my rabbi,
but Rabbi Elazar did not return his greeting. Instead, Rabbi Elazar said to him: Worthless
[reika] person, how ugly is that man. Are all the people of your city as ugly as you? The man
said to him: | do not know, but you should go and say to the Craftsman Who made me: How
ugly is the vessel you made. When Rabbi Elazar realized that he had sinned and insulted this
man merely on account of his appearance, he descended from his donkey and prostrated
himself before him, and he said to the man: | have sinned against you; forgive me. The man
said to him: | will not forgive you go until you go to the Craftsman Who made me and say: How
ugly is the vessel you made.
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He walked behind the man, trying to appease him, until they reached Rabbi Elazar’s city. The
people of his city came out to greet him, saying to him: Greetings to you, my rabbi, my rabbi,
my master, my master. The man said to them: Who are you calling my rabbi, my rabbi? They
said to him: To this man, who is walking behind you. He said to them: If this man is a rabbi,
may there not be many like him among the Jewish people. They asked him: For what reason
do you say this? He said to them: He did such and such to me. They said to him: Even so,
forgive him, as he is a great Torah scholar.
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He said to them: For your sakes | forgive him, provided that he accepts upon himself not to
become accustomed to behave like this. Immediately, Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon,
entered the study hall and taught: A person should always be soft like a reed and he should
not be stiff like a cedar, as one who is proud like a cedar is likely to sin. And therefore, due to
its gentle qualities, the reed merited that a quill is taken from it to write with it a Torah scroll,
phylacteries, and mezuzot.
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Hezekiah continued: | have received a tradition from the house of my father’s father, from King
David, the founding father of the dynasty of kings of Judea: Even if a sharp sword rests upon a
person’s neck, he should not prevent himself from praying for mercy. One may still hold out
hope that his prayers will be answered, as was David himself when he saw the Angel of
Destruction, but nonetheless prayed for mercy and his prayers were answered.
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With regard to the fact that one should not despair of God’s mercy, the Gemara cites that it
was also said that Rabbi Yohanan and Rabbi Eliezer both said: Even if a sharp sword is resting
upon a person’s neck, he should not prevent himself from praying for mercy, as it is stated in
the words of Job: “Though He slay me, | will trust in Him” (Job 13:15). Even though God is
about to take his life, he still prays for God’s mercy.
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AND ABRAM PASSED THROUGH THE LAND. | will tell you a principle by which you will
understand all the coming portions of Scripture concerning Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It is
indeed a great matter which our Rabbis mentioned briefly, saying:33 “Whatever has happened
to the patriarchs is a sign to the children.” It is for this reason that the verses narrate at great
length the account of the journeys of the patriarchs, the digging of the wells, and other events.
Now someone may consider them unnecessary and of no useful purpose, but in truth they all
serve as a lesson for the future: when an event happens to any one of the three patriarchs,
that which is decreed to happen to his children can be understood.
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Ben Azzai said: Be quick in performing a minor commandment as in the case of a major one,
and flee from transgression; For one commandment leads to another commandment, and
transgression leads to another transgression; For the reward for performing a commandment
is another commandment and the reward for committing a transgression is a transgression.
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If a king will arise from the House of David who diligently contemplates the Torah and observes
its mitzvot as prescribed by the Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor, will
compel all of Israel to walk in (the way of the Torah) and rectify the breaches in its observance,
and fight the wars of God, we may, with assurance, consider him Mashiach.

If he succeeds in the above, builds the Temple in its place, and gathers the dispersed of Israel,
he is definitely the Mashiach.

He will then improve the entire world, motivating all the nations to serve God together, as
Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'l will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call
upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.'
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In that era, there will be neither famine or war, envy or competition for good will flow in
abundance and all the delights will be freely available as dust. The occupation of the entire
world will be solely to know God.

Therefore, the Jews will be great sages and know the hidden matters, grasping the knowledge
of their Creator according to the full extent of human potential, as Isaiah 11:9 states: "The world
will be filled with the knowledge of God as the waters cover the ocean bed.’
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