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One witness shall not rise up against any person for any iniquity or for any sin, regarding any
sin that he will sin. By the mouth of two witnesses, or by the mouth of three witnesses, shall
the matter be confirmed.
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When [a man] consecrates [a woman] in the presence of a single witness, his kiddushin] are of
no consequence. [This applies] even when both [the man and the woman] acknowledge [that
the kiddushin were given]. Surely this applies when [a man] consecrates [a woman] without
any witnesses at all [observing the act].

When [a man] consecrates [a woman] in the presence of individuals who are disqualified from
serving as witnesses by Scriptural law, she is not consecrated. [When he consecrates her in
the presence of] individuals who are disqualified from serving as witnesses by Rabbinic law, or
in the presence of witnesses regarding whom there is doubt whether or not they are
acceptable according to Scriptural law, [the following rules apply:] If he desires to consummate
the marriage, he should consecrate the woman again in the presence of acceptable witnesses.
If he does not desire to consummate the marriage, the woman must receive a get from him [to
enable her to marry others], because of the doubt. [This ruling applies] even when the woman
denies [the matter], contradicting the witnesses and saying that she was never consecrated.



This ruling applies with regard to all situations in which the status of the kiddushin is in doubt. If
[the man] desires to consummate the marriage, he should consecrate the woman again in a
manner that is unequivocally acceptable. If he does not desire to consummate the marriage,
the woman must receive a get from him, because of the doubt.
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The Gemara concludes: And the halakha is: The legal status of a pause or retraction within
the time required for speaking a short phrase is like that of continuous speech, and so a
person can retract what he first said if he issues the retraction within this period of time after he
finished speaking. This principle holds true in almost every area of halakha, except for the
case of one who blasphemes God; or in the case of an idol worshipper, who verbally accepts
an idol as his god; or one who betroths a woman; or one who divorces his wife. In these four
cases, a person cannot undo his action, even if he immediately retracts what he said within the
time required for saying a short phrase.
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"You are My witnesses," says the Lord, "and My servant whom | chose," in order that you know

and believe Me, and understand that | am He; before Me no god was formed and after Me
none shall be.
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§ When Ulla came from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia, he said: They sanctified the New Moon on
a certain date in the West, Eretz Yisrael. Although Ulla was the only witness, his testimony was
accepted. Rav Kahana said: It is not necessary to say that Ulla, who is a great man, is deemed
credible with regard to such testimony. Rather, even an ordinary person is deemed credible in
this case, and there is no need for two witnesses. What is the reason for this? With regard to
any matter that is likely to be revealed, people do not lie about it. The Gemara comments that
this is also taught in a baraita: If one person comes from the other end of the world and says:
The court sanctified the new month, he is deemed credible. There is no need for two
witnesses.
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And after my skin, they have cut into this, and from my flesh | see judgment.
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Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, fills the entire world, so too the soul fills the entire body.
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And God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it, and rule over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the sky and over all the beasts
that tread upon the earth. "

"7, 1 pnnx (14
JiT27N TiY 'R DTRD R DD DYT? DXOD NRX

You have been shown, in order to know that the Lord He is God; there is none else besides
Him.
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Hizkiya said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “You caused sentence to be heard
from heaven; the earth feared, and was silent” (Psalms 76:9)? If it was afraid, why was it silent;
and if it was silent, why was it afraid? Rather, the meaning is: At first, it was afraid, and in the
end, it was silent. “You caused sentence to be heard from heaven” refers to the revelation at
Sinai. And why was the earth afraid? It is in accordance with the statement of Reish Lakish, as
Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31)? Why do | require the superfluous letter heh,
the definite article, which does not appear on any of the other days? It teaches that the Holy
One, Blessed be He, established a condition with the act of Creation, and said to them: If Israel
accepts the Torah on the sixth day of Sivan, you will exist; and if they do not accept it, | will
return you to the primordial state of chaos and disorder. Therefore, the earth was afraid until
the Torah was given to Israel, lest it be returned to a state of chaos. Once the Jewish people
accepted the Torah, the earth was calmed.
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In the beginning of God’s creation of: Heb. x1a n'wxya. This verse calls for a midrashic
interpretation [because according to its simple interpretation, the vowelization of the word x1a,
should be different, as Rashi explains further]. It teaches us that the sequence of the Creation
as written is impossible, as is written immediately below] as our Rabbis stated (Letters of R.
Akiva , letter “beth” ; Gen. Rabbah 1:6; Lev. Rabbah 36:4): [God created the world] for the
sake of the Torah, which is called (Prov. 8:22): “the beginning of His way,” and for the sake of
Israel, who are called (Jer. 2:3) “the first of His grain.”
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A person who transfers less than the standard measure [of a substance] is not liable even
though he transfers it in a container. [The rationale is that] the container is subsidiary [to its
contents]; [when the person transfers it,] he is concerned not with the container, but with its
contents.

Accordingly, if a person transfers a man who is alive and who is not bound on a bed, he is not
liable, for the bed is considered to be subsidiary to the man. These principles apply in all
similar situations.

A person who transfers a perfumer's box is liable for only a single [sin offering], although it
contains many different types [of scents]. [Similarly,] even if he transfers [several items] in his
hand, he is liable for only a single sin offering, for [he has performed] a single act of transfer
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one may not light with burnt oil on a Festival, as the Gemara will explain below. With regard to
lighting Shabbat lamps, there were Sages who prohibited the use of specific oils.
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What is the reason for this? The Gemara answers: Because, in general, one may not burn
consecrated items on a Festival.
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R. Samuel bar Nahman said, “When the Holy One, blessed be He, created the world, He
longed to have an abode below just as He had on high.
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And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh together shall see that the mouth of
the Lord spoke.
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