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Shemos 28:31-32

And you shall make the robe of the ephod completely of blue wool. Its opening at the top shall be turned
inward; its opening shall have a border around it, the work of a weaver. It shall have [an opening] like the
opening of a coat of armor; it shall not be torn.
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Rashi on Shemos 28:32
it shall not be torn: [l.e.,] in order that it would not be torn, and the one who tears it transgresses a negative
commandment, for this is [counted] in the number of the negative commandments in the Torah. Likewise,
“and the choshen will not move” (verse 28), and likewise, “they shall not be removed from it” (Shemos. 25:15),
mentioned regarding the poles of the ark.
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The Gemara discusses various halachot concerning the priestly vestments and other sacred vessels: Rahava
said that Rav Yehuda said: One who intentionally tears any of the priestly vestments transgresses a



prohibition and is flogged, as it is stated concerning the robe: “It shall have a hem of woven work around
the opening of it, like the opening of a coat of mail, and it shall not be torn” (Shemos 28:32). Just as it is
prohibited to tear the opening of the robe, so too, it is prohibited to tear any of the priestly vestments. Rav
Aha bar Ya’akov strongly objects to this: But perhaps this is what the Merciful One is saying in the
Torah: An opening should be made in order that it not tear. In other words, the Torah was giving an
explanation, not a prohibition. The Gemara rejects this: Is it written: In order that it not be torn? Clearly,
the intention of the verse is to state a prohibition.
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Shemos 28:28
The breastpiece shall be held in place by a cord of blue from its rings to the rings of the ephod, so that the
breastpiece rests on the decorated band and does not come loose from the ephod.
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Shemos 25:15

The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark: they shall not be removed from it.
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Shemos 12:16

You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on the first day, and a sacred occasion on the seventh day; no work
at all shall be done on them; only what every person is to eat, that alone may be prepared for you.”
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Yalkut Shimoni on Torah 363

no work shall be done on them: even through others.
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Shemos 28:2

You shall make holy garments for your brother Aharon, for honor and glory.
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Rashi on Shemos 28:28

So that it remains against the eiphod’s belt. I.e., so that the breastplate remains attached to the eiphod’s
belt.
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Mishneh Torah, Vessels of the Sanctuary and Those who Serve Therein 9:3

(The cloak was made entirely of sky-blue colored wool. Its strands were twelve-fold. Its opening was woven,
and that is where its weave began. It did not have an opening for his arms. Instead, it was divided into two
flaps from below the throat and downward like all cloaks. It is joined only directly below the throat).

One who tears the border of the opening of the cloak is liable for lashes, as [Shemos 28:32] states: "It shall
not be torn." This applies to all the priestly garments. One who tears them with a destructive intent is liable
for lashes.
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Devarim 12:2-4

You must destroy all the sites at which the nations you are to dispossess worshiped their Gods, whether on
lofty mountains and on hills or under any luxuriant tree. Tear down their altars, smash their pillars, put their
sacred posts to the fire, and cut down the images of their Gods, obliterating their name from that site. You
shall not do so to Hashem your G-d.
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Shemos 28:29

Aharon shall carry the names of the sons of Israel on the breastpiece of decision over his heart, when he
enters the sanctuary, for remembrance before Hashem at all times.
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Sefer HaChinuch 96:2

Among the reasons for this Mitzvah is that because the ark is the residence of the Torah, and the Torah is
our fundamental possession and our honor, and we are obligated to treat it with honor and glory to the best
of our ability. Therefore, we were commanded not to remove the poles of the ark from it, lest we need to go
out with the ark to any place quickly, and maybe due to the preoccupation and the rush, we will hot check
well that its poles are strong enough; and lest, G-d forbid, it will fall from their hands, and this is not [fit for] its
glory. But with their always being ready and not being removed from it, we will make them very strong, and
[so] there will not be a mishap with them. And another reason [is] that the forms of all of the vessels of the
Temple are required to hint to great and lofty matters, so that a person is impressed by them for the good, in
the course of his thinking about them. And for our good, G-d wanted that that form not be lost even
temporarily.



