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Deuteronomy 7:12

And if you do obey these rules and observe them carefully, Hashem your G-d will maintain faithfully for you
the covenant that He made on oath with your fathers:

Rashi: And it will be, because you will heed: Heb. ajy, lit. heel. If you will heed the minor commandments
which one [usually] tramples with his heels [i.e., which a person treats as being of minor importance].
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2. Midrash Tanchuma, Eikev 1:1

(Deut. 7:12:) “And it shall come to pass if (literally, in the heel of).” This text is related (to Ps. 49:6), “Why
should | fear in the evil days, when the iniquity of my heels encompass me?” May the name of the Holy One,
blessed be He, be blessed because He has given a Torah to Israel in which there are six hundred and thirteen
commandments, some of which are light and some weighty. But because some of the commandments are
light, people pay no attention to them. Instead they cast them under their heels [while] saying they are light.
For that reason David was afraid of the Day of Judgment and said, “Master of the world, | am not afraid of
the weighty commandments which are in the Torah, because they are weighty. Of what am | afraid? Of the
light commandments, lest | have transgressed one of them, [not knowing] whether | have fulfilled it or not
fulfilled it, because it is light; for you have said, ‘Be as mindful of the light commandments as of the weighty
commandments.” It therefore says (in Ps. 49:6), “Why should | fear in the evil days?” (Deut. 7:12:) “And it
shall come to pass if (ekev) you heed [these statutes].” This text is related (to Ps. 19:11-12), “More delightful
are they than gold, than much fine gold; [sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the comb]. Also by
them is Your servant warned; [in keeping them there is great reward (ekev)]. Come and see how David
glorified the words of Torah, where it is stated (ibid.), “More delightful are they than gold, than much fine gold.”
And not only that, but among all the kinds of grains, none is more precious than pure semolina, which floats
upon the [sieve] (zafah benapah); but the words of Torah are more precious than that, as stated (ibid., vs.
11), “sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the comb (nofet zufim).” R. Hanina said, “If you say that
among all the beverages none is sweeter than honey, the words of Torah are [even] sweeter than honey.”
David said to the Holy One, blessed be He, “Master of the universe, if You say that they (the commandments)
of the Torah are sweet, Heaven forbid that | should have missed them. Rather (according to vs. 12), ‘Also by
them is Your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward,” [meaning] the light commandments.
Therefore it is written (in Ps. 31:20), “How abundant is the good which You have laid up [for those who fear
You]....” This is the reward for the light commandments.
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Shabbat 88a-b

Rabbi Elazar said: When the Jewish people accorded precedence to the declaration “We will do” over
“We will hear,” a Divine Voice emerged and said to them: Who revealed to my children this secret
that the ministering angels use? As it is written: “Bless Hashem, you angels of His, you mighty in
strength, that fulfill His word, hearkening unto the voice of His word” (Psalms 103:20). At first, the
angels fulfill His word, and then afterward they hearken. Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: What
is the meaning of that which is written: “As an apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved



among the sons. Under its shadow | delighted to sit and its fruit was sweet to my taste” (Song of Songs 2:3)?
Why were the Jewish people likened to an apple tree? It is to tell you that just as this apple tree, its
fruit grows before its leaves, so too, the Jewish people accorded precedence to “We will do” over “We
will hear.” The Gemara relates that a heretic saw that Rava was immersed in studying halakha, and his
fingers were beneath his leg and he was squeezing them, and his fingers were spurting blood. Rava
did not notice that he was bleeding because he was engrossed in study. The heretic said to Rava: You
impulsive nation, who accorded precedence to your mouths over your ears. You still bear your
impulsiveness, as you act without thinking. You should listen first. Then, if you are capable of fulfilling
the commands, accept them. And if not, do not accept them. He said to him: About us, who proceed
wholeheartedly and with integrity, it is written: “The integrity of the upright will guide them” (Proverbs
11:3), whereas about those people who walk in deceit, it is written at the end of the same verse: “And
the perverseness of the faithless will destroy them.”
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Isaiah 42:19
Who is so blind as My servant, So deaf as the messenger | send? Who is so blind as the chosen one, So
blind as the servant of Hashem?
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Ecclesiastes 4:13

Better a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer has the sense to heed warnings.
Rashi: Than an old and foolish king. This is the evil inclination, which rules over all the limbs. “Old,” for
when a child is born, it comes to him, as it is stated, “sin rests at the opening.” And foolish. Because it
misleads him in the way of evil. It is expounded in the Midrash in this manner.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Toldot 5:3

Haman wanted to destroy all the Jews, but the Holy One, blessed be He, did not desire it, and therefore:
Whereas it was turned to the contrary, that the Jews ruled over them that hated them (Est. 9:1). Balaam and
Balak wanted to curse Israel, but the Holy One, blessed be He, did not agree, as it is said: Nevertheless,



Hashem thy G-d will not hearken unto Balaam (Deut. 23:6). Hence it is said: Who is he that saith, and it came
to pass, when Hashem commandeth it not? (Lam. 3:37). Hadrian said to R. Joshua: “Mighty is the lamb that
can survive among seventy wolves.” And he replied: “Mighty is the shepherd who can save and protect the
lamb, and destroy the
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Psalms 23:1-2

A psalm of David. Hashem is my shepherd; | lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads
me beside the still waters.



