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This day, | call upon the heaven and the earth as witnesses [that | have warned] you: | have
set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. You shall choose life, so that you and
your offspring will live;
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To love the Lord your God, to listen to His voice, and to cleave to Him. For that is your life and
the length of your days, to dwell on the land which the Lord swore to your forefathers to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob to give to them.
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you shall choose life: [God says: “Even though you have free choice, nevertheless,] | instruct
you to choose the portion of life.” It is like a man who says to his son, “Choose for yourself a
fine portion of my estate,” and then directs him to the best portion, saying to him, “This [is the
portion which] you should choose for yourself!” And regarding this, the verse says, “The Lord is
my allotted portion and my cup; You guide my destiny” (Ps. 16:5). [The last clause, 3min nnx
"Mia, literally means “You laid upon my lot.” That is to say:] “You laid my hand upon the good
lot, saying, ‘Take this for yourself!”
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SEE, | HAVE SET BEFORE THEE THIS DAY LIFE AND GOOD, AND DEATH AND EVIL. He
returns to exhort them yet again, to tell them that there are two courses in their hands and it is
in their power to walk in whichever they desire, and there is no power below or above that will
withhold them or stop them. And he calls heaven and earth to bear witness against them a
second time, after he had said,| call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye
shall soon utterly perish, for now he said, | call heaven and earth to witness against you this
day, that | have set before thee life and death75 which are the blessing and the curse, and that
| have counselled you that you should choose life, that hou mayest live, thou and thy seed.
Thus he is now like someone who has the witnesses sign at the end of all his words.
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Behold, | have set before you today life and good, and death and evil,
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life and good: Each one [life or death,] is dependent upon the other: If you do good, you will be
granted life, while if you do evil, you will receive death. The verse now proceeds to explain how
this is so [as follows]:
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You are right, O Lord, when | contend with You, but | will argue with You. Why has the way of
the wicked prospered, all who deal with treachery have peace?
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(Devarim 11:26) "Behold, | set before you this day blessing and curse": Because it is written
(Ibid. 30:19) "The life and the death have | set before you, the blessing and the curse," lest
Israel say: Since the Holy One Blessed be He has set before us two ways, the way of life and
the way of death, we can choose whichever we wish; it is, therefore, written (Ibid.) "and you
shall choose the life, you and your seed." An analogy: A man is sitting at the crossroads, with
two paths stretching before him, one, whose beginning is level and whose end is thorns, and
one whose beginning is thorns and whose end is level. He apprises the passersby: This path
whose beginning you see to be level — for two or three steps you will walk on level ground,
and, in the end, on thorns. And this path whose beginning you see to be thorny — for two or
three steps you will walk in thorns, and in the end you will walk on level ground. Thus did
Moses speak to Israel: You see the wicked prospering — For two or three days they will
prosper in this world, and in the end, they will be cast away, as it is written (Proverbs 24:20)
"For there is no (good) end for the wicked one," and (Koheleth 4:1) "Behold, the tears of the
oppressed (in Gehinnom)." And (Ibid. 5) "The fool folds his hands together (in contentment),
and, (in the end) he eats his own flesh." And it is written (Proverbs 4:19) "The way of the
wicked is pitch darkness." They see the righteous suffering in this world. Their end is to rejoice,
viz. (Devarim 8:16) "to benefit you in your latter end." And it is written (Koheleth 7:8) "Better the
end of a thing than its beginning." And (Jeremiah 29:11) "For | (the L-rd) know the thoughts
that | think concerning you ... to give to you a (goodly) end and a hope." And it is written
(Psalms 97:11) "Light is sown for the righteous one," and (Proverbs 4:18) "The path of the
righteous is like shining light."
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inasmuch as | command you this day to love the Lord, your God, to walk in His ways, and to
observe His commandments, His statutes, and His ordinances, so that you will live and
increase, and the Lord, your God, will bless you in the land to which you are coming to take
possession of it.
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But if your heart deviates and you do not listen, and you will be drawn astray, and you will
prostrate yourself to other deities and serve them,
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| declare to you this day, that you will surely perish, and that you will not live long days on the
land, to which you are crossing the Jordan, to come and take possession thereof.
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You are children of the Lord, your God. You shall neither cut yourselves nor make any
baldness between your eyes for the dead.
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| attest this day, not only you, who are to pass away from this world, but the heavens and the
earth, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and its reverse. Choose therefore the
way of life, even the law, that you and your children may live the life of the world to come;
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For the lips of a strange woman drip honey, and her palate is smoother than oil.
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But her end is as bitter as wormwood, as sharp as a two-edged sword.
n
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The Gemara challenges: If the brothers’ division of their father’s estate is comparable to the
initial division of Eretz Yisrael, an additional comparison should apply: Just as there, the initial
division of Eretz Israel was carried out through a receptacle [bekalpi] in which lots were placed
and the Urim VeTummim, so too here, the division of the father’s estate should be executed
only through a receptacle and the Urim Ve Tummim.
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Now, the advantage of this individual light to the individual souls is not in the category of
apprehensible reason and knowledge, but transcends the faculty of knowledge. For thus it rose
in the Mind before Him, blessed be He. And its model below is truly the notion of the "lot."
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§ They said to him: These gentiles, who bow to false gods and burn incense to idols, dwell
securely and tranquilly in this colossal city, and for us, the House of the footstool of our God,
the Temple, is burnt
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by fire, and shall we not weep? Rabbi Akiva said to them: That is why | am laughing. If for
those who violate His will, the wicked, it is so and they are rewarded for the few good deeds
they performed, for those who perform His will, all the more so will they be rewarded.
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But the sitra achra, and unholiness, is "An abomination unto G-d which He hates," and He
does not give it life from His inner will and true desire as if He delighted in it, Heaven forbid, but
in the manner of one who reluctantly throws something over his shoulder to his enemy; [He
does so] only to punish the wicked and to give a goodly reward to the righteous who subjugate
the sitra achra. This is [why it is] called the "hinder-part" of the Supernal Will.
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The baraita summarizes that the general principle is: Everything follows the conclusion of the
blessing. Based on this principle, the question with regard to a blessing recited over food and
drink posed above can be resolved.
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You are all standing this day before the Lord, your God the leaders of your tribes, your elders
and your officers, every man of Israel,
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He shall choose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, which He loves forever.
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“‘But as for the pure” — that is the Holy One blessed be He, who conducts Himself with
uprightness in this world and gives them a complete reward in the future, like a craftsman who
performs his labor in good faith with his employer. At that time, the Holy One blessed be He
said: My children are recalcitrant; to eliminate them is impossible, to return them to Egypt is
impossible, to exchange them with another nation, | am unable. What shall | do to them? | will
afflict them with suffering and will refine them with famine
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And now, if you obey Me and keep My covenant, you shall be to Me a treasure out of all
peoples, for Mine is the entire earth.
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2:8), [i.e., like] costly vessels and precious stones, which kings store away. So will you be
[more of] a treasure to Me than the other nations (Mechilta). Now don'’t think (lit., and do not
say) that you alone are Mine, and [that] | have no others besides you. So what else do | have,
that [My] love for you should be made evident? For the whole earth is Mine, but they [the other
nations] mean nothing to Me.
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For the whole earth is Mine: but they [the other nations] mean nothing to Me.
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All the tribes were given names that reflect the redemption of Israel and her praise. Asher
(hwr) was named for the sake of the redemption of Israel, as it is written: “ ‘And all the nations
shall praise (nwx) you, for you will be a land of desire,’ says the G-d of hosts.” And Asher was
named for [Israel’s] praise, as it is written: “Fortunate (mwx) is the nation whose lot is this;
fortunate is the nation whose G-d is the L-rd.”

Israel’'s good fortune is solely that she chose the Holy One, blessed be He, to be her G-d and
that G-d chose her to be His cherished nation. Therefore when the prince of Asher came to
offer his sacrifices, he offered those sacrifices in recognition of G-d’s choice of Israel over all
the nations, as it is written: “And G-d has chosen you this day to be His cherished people.”

*k%



