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Source Sheet - Likkutei Sichos Chelek 24, Ki Tetze 3
Project Likkutei Sichos

DEVARIM 22, 9-11:

9 You shall not sow your vineyard [together with] a mixed
variety of species...

10 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together.

11 You shall not wear a mixture of wool and linen together.

MISHNA BABA KAMMA 54B:

MISHNA: The halacha is the same whether concerning an ox
or whether concerning any other animal with regard to
liability for falling into a pit . . and with regard to the
prohibition of diverse kinds, and with regard to the
prohibition against its working on Shabbat.

And similarly, undomesticated animals and birds are subject
to the same halachot as domesticated animals. If so, why are
all of the above halachot stated in the Torah only in
reference to an ox or a donkey? Rather, the reason is that the
verse speaks of a common scenario, from which the other
cases may be derived.

GEMARA:

With regard to the prohibition of diverse kinds, if it is
referring to the prohibition against using diverse kinds for
plowing, due to which it is forbidden to plow with an ox and
a donkey together (see Deuteronomy 22:10), derive it from a
verbal analogy from the context of Shabbat, as the word “ox”
is employed in the context of plowing with diverse kinds, and
the word “ox” is employed in the context of the prohibition
against having one’s animal perform labor on Shabbat (see
Deuteronomy 5:14), and that verse is clearly referring to any
animal.

MisHNA KiLAYIM, CH. 8, 1-2

1 Kilayim of beasts: it is permitted to raise and to keep, and it
is only prohibited to cross-breed them.
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2 A beast (Beheimah) with a beast [of another species]; a
wild animal (Chaya) with a wild animal [of another species]; a
Beheimah with a Chaya; a Chaya with a Beheimah; an
unclean beast with an unclean beast [of another species]; a
clean beast with a clean beast [of another species]; or an
unclean beast with a clean beast; or a clean beast with an
unclean beast; they are forbidden for plowing, and [it is
forbidden] to pull them or lead them [tied together].

RaMBAaM KiLAYIM, CH. 9 HALACHA 8-9:

8 Anyone who performs labor with two species of animals or
wild beasts together when one of them is kosher and the
other is not kosher is liable for lashes in all places, as it
states: "Do not plow with an ox and a donkey together."...

9 [The prohibition involves not only] an ox and a donkey, [but
also] all other different species when one is non-kosher and
the other, kosher, whether a domesticated animal with
another domesticated animal, e.g., a pig and a lamb, or a
beast together with a beast, e.g., a wild deer and an
elephant, or a beast with a domesticated animal, e.g., a dog
with a goat, or a deer with a pig or the like. For all of the
above [types of combinations], one is liable for lashes
according to Scriptural Law, for a beast is considered as an
animal, as we explained in Hilchot Ma'achalos Assurots

According to Rabbinic Law, however, whenever it is forbidden
to mate two species, it is also forbidden to plow with them
together, to pull them, or to lead them. If one performs labor
with [two such species] together, pulled them, or led them,
he is liable for stripes for rebellious conduct

He states, You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey
together. The same law applies to all diverse species of
animals. It is an explanatory commandment of the
prohibitions, You shall not let thy cattle breed with a diverse
kind, for it is the custom of tillers of their soil to bring their
working animals into the same stall and breed them.

Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzva 550

[Concerning] the root of the commandment, Rambam, may
his memory be blessed, wrote (Guide for the Perplexed 3:49,
see also Ramban on Deuteronomy 22:10) that it is from the
root of the prohibition of interbreeding animals as a
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forbidden mixture. As the way of workers of the land is to NNX NDY2 THYD X207 MITX T2y

bring a pair (of animals) from one barn and lest [and there] NN ...DNIN 2797 [nqu]] N
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all the more so — to do work with them. And [it is] as we see ﬂUb .DJ’ZS‘U.J' DmNJ 43—’37’123 ORI
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(undomesticated species) that every bird dwells with its
species; and all animals and other species also always cling to
their [own] species.
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