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Bamidbar 4:34-49

So Moshe, Aaron, and the chieftains of the community recorded the Kohathites by the clans of their ancestral
house, from the age of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all who were subject to service for work relating to
the Tent of Meeting... The Gershonites who were recorded by the clans of their ancestral house, from the
age of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all who were subject to service for work relating to the Tent of
Meeting... The enrollment of the Merarite clans... from the age of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all who
were subject to service for work relating to the Tent of Meeting... All the Levites whom Moshe, Aaron, and
the chieftains of Israel recorded by the clans of their ancestral houses, from the age of thirty years up to the
age of fifty, to perform the service for the service and the work of carrying— those recorded came to
8,580. Each one was given responsibility for his service and porterage at the command of Hashem through
Moshe, and each was recorded as Hashem had commanded Moshe.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 4:47
to perform the service for the service: This refersto the music with cymbals and harps, which is a service



for another service [the sacrifices].
and the work of carrying: As it [the phrase] means literally.
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The Sages taught in a baraita: The song that the Levites sing while a communal offering is being sacrificed
is an indispensable component of the offering, which means that if the Levites did not sing, the offering is
invalid. This is the statement of Rabbi Meir. And the Rabbis say: It is not indispensable... Rav Yehuda
said that Shmuel said: From where is it derived that the basic requirement to accompany communal
offerings with song applies by Torah law? ...The Sage named Balvatei said that Rabbi Yohanan said that
the requirement for the Levites to accompany the Temple offeringswith song is derived from here: The verse
states with regard to the Levites: “Every one that entered in to perform the service for the service”
(Bamidbar 4:47). What is work that must be performed in conjunction with another service? You must say
that this is song.
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Shemos 15:1
Then Moshe and the Israelites sang this song to Hashem. They said: | will sing to Hashem, for He has
triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver He has hurled into the sea.
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| Chronicles 15:16
David ordered the officers of the Levites to install their kinsmen, the singers, with musical instruments, harps,
lyres, and cymbals, joyfully making their voices heard.
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Bamidbar 8:15-16
Thereafter the Levites shall be qualified for the service of the Tent of Meeting, once you have cleansed them
and designated them as an elevation offering. For they are formally assigned to Me from among the Israelites:



| have taken them for Myself in place of all the firstissue of the womb, of all the first-born of the Israelites.
Rashi: FOR THEY ARE GIVEN, GIVEN ARE THEY [UNTO ME] — i.e., given twice: dedicated for bearing
the holy objects and dedicated to sing in chorus in the Sanctuary.
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Bamidbar 7:1-9
Onthe day that Moshe finished setting up the Tabernacle... the chieftains of Israel... drew near and brought...
six draught carts and twelve oxen... Hashem said to Moshe: Accept these from them for use in the service of
the Tent of Meeting, and give them to the Levites according to their respective services ...Two carts and four
oxen he gave to the Gershonites, as required for their service, and four carts and eight oxen he gave to the
Merarites, as required for their service... But to the Kohathites he did not give any; since theirs was the
service of the [most] sacred objects, their porterage was by shoulder.
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Bamidbar 4:21-22

Hashem spoke to Moshe: Take a census of the Gershonites also, by their ancestral house and by their clans.
Rashi: Take a census of the Gershonites also - "also" implies: even as | have commanded you regarding
the sons of Kohatbh; i.e. to see how many of them have already reached the age to be included amongst those
fitfor service.
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Bamidbar 4:1-3

Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aaron, saying: Take a [separate] census of the Kohathites among the Levites,
by the clans of their ancestral house, from the age of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all who are subject to
service, to perform tasks for the Tent of Meeting.
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10. Rashi on Bamidbar 4:2

TAKE THE SUM OF [THE SONS OF KOHATH] — Count those that are fit among them for the service of
carrying, and these are the men from thirty to fifty years, for a person less than thirty has not yet attained his
full strength, — hence they (the Rabbis) said (Avot 5:21) “a man of thirty has reached the age when he enters
into full strength”, — as for one who is older than fifty, his strength gradually diminishes from then.
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Bamidbar 4:29-30

As for the Merarites, you shall record them by the clans of their ancestral house; you shall record them from
the age of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all who are subject to service in the performance of the duties for
the Tent of Meeting.
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Bamidbar 4:4-15

This is the responsibility of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: the most sacred objects (Rashi: i.e., whatever
is most holy of them all: the Ark, the table, the candelabrum, the altars, the Partition Veil and the vessels of service). At
the breaking of camp, Aaron and his sons shall go in and take down the screening curtain and cover the Ark
of the Pact with it... When Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sacred objects and all the
furnishings of the sacred objects at the breaking of camp, only then shall the Kohathites come and lift them,
so that they do not come in contact with the sacred objects and die. These things in the Tent of Meeting shall
be the porterage of the Kohathites.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 4:2

Then Aaron shall lift up the Levites as a waving: ...Three wavings are mentioned in this section: the first
(verse 11) refers to the sons of Kohath, and for this reason it states with regard to them, “that they may serve
in Hashem’s service,” since they were responsible forthe work involving the most holy objects-the ark, the
table, etc. The second (verse 13) refers to the sons of Gershon. Therefore, it is stated with regard to them,“a
waving before Hashem” (verse 13), for even they were assigned holy work-the curtains and the clasps, which
could be seen in the Holy of Holies. The third [waving] was for the sons of Merari (verse 15).
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Bamidbar 4:24-31

These are the duties of the Gershonite clans as to labor and porterage: they shall carry the cloths of the
Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting... All the duties of the Gershonites, all their porterage and all their service,
shall be performed on orders from Aaron and his sons; you shall make them responsible for attending to all
their porterage. Those are the duties of the Gershonite clans for the Tent of Meeting; they shall attend to
them under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. As for the Merarites, you shall record them by
the clans of their ancestral house; you shall record them from the age of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all
who are subject to service in the performance of the duties for the Tent of Meeting. These are their porterage
tasks in connection with their various duties for the Tent of Meeting: the planks, the bars, the posts, and the
sockets of the Tabernacle.
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Bamidbar 3:6-7

Bring forth the tribe of Levi and present them before Aaron the kohen, that they may serve him. They shall
keep his charge and the charge of the entire community before the Tent of Meeting, to perform the service
of the Mishkan.

Rashi: They shall keep his charge: Any office to which a person is appointed and [the duty] he is bound to
carry out, is nnwn in Scripture and in Mishnaic idiom, as in reference to Bigthan and Teresh [where it says],
“But my duty is not similar to your duty” (Meg. 13b), [meaning that the hours of my service do not coincide
with those of yours]. Similarly [we find the word used in the clause],“The watches (ninnuin) of the kehuna and
of the Levites.”
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Shemos 26:15
You shall make the planks for the Tabernacle of acacia wood, upright.
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Proverbs 14:4
If there are no oxen the crib is clean, But a rich harvest comes through the strength of the ox.
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Song of Songs 1:4

Draw me, we will run after you; the king brought me to his chambers. We will rejoice and be glad in you. We
will recall your love more fragrant than wine; they have loved you sincerely.



