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Tangential to Rabbi Yohanan’s statement that one who juxtaposes redemption and prayer is
assured of a place in the World-to-Come, a similar statement is cited. Rabbi Elazar said that
Rabbi Avina said: Anyone who recites: “A Psalm of David” (Psalms 145) three times every day
is assured of a place in the World-to-Come.
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This statement extolling the significance of this particular chapter of Psalms, usually referred
to as ashrei because its recitation is preceded by recitation of the verse, “Happy [ashrei] are
those who dwell in Your House, they praise You Selah” (Psalms 84:5), raises the question:
What is the reason that such significance is ascribed to this particular chapter?
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If you say that it is because it is arranged alphabetically, then let us say: “Happy are they who
are upright in the way” (Psalms 119) where the alphabetical arrangement appears eight times.
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Rather, if you suggest that this particular chapter is recited because it contains praise for
God’s provision of sustenance to all of creation: “You open Your hand and satisfy every living
thing with favor” (Psalms 145:16), then let him recite the great hallel (Psalms 136), in which



numerous praises are written, including: “Who provides food to all flesh, Whose kindness
endures forever” (Psalms 136:25).
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Rather, the reason why tehilla leDavid is accorded preference is because it contains both an
alphabetic acrostic as well as mention of God’s provision of sustenance to all creation.
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The Evening Service, which [was originally] voluntary, [is different]. Though the entire Jewish
people have accepted it as an obligation, women have not undertaken it, and most do not
recite the Evening Service on Saturday night.
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The Lord will fight for you, but you shall remain silent.
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Dew is something that is always sought. [Hence,] there are places where it is customary to
mention it in the summer, and to request it both in the summer and in the rainy season. For
although the dew never ceases, we are asking that it should descend as a blessing, since
there are times when it [does not descend as a] blessing.
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