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Use these words to fill in the blanks:
* avm * 40 * loved *

IN THE PARSHA:
The n ) tells a story of a »oin»a who was arguing with »xo% 12 pny .
While we know that on the 2nd day of nos we begin counting “myn ny9v for 49 days,
and the 50t day is mwaw, no matter what day of the week it is, this >o1n»2a was trying to
prove that my1aw is always on a Sunday.
He said that since 1227 nwn loved the Jewish people, and myyav is only one day, nwn
would arrange the calendar in a way that mwaw is always on a Sunday, giving the Jewish
people 2 days of rest and pleasure in a row.
’NOY 12 PN 1 told the »on»a, What you're saying makes no sense! If _~ loved the
Jewish people so much, why would he keep them in the desert for ____ years!?
(He quoted a pyos from this week’s nv19, describing how short the trip from »»>o 9n to
the border of Yx7v> ¥x was. It would normally take 11 days, and they traveled it in only 3

days).

QUESTION:
Why did >~5% 12 0y 1 use the word “if” nwn loved the Jewish people? The »own»a had

said that nwn did love the Jewish people. How was >N51 12 301 1 responding to this?

ANSWER:

Of course 1217 Nwn the Jewish people!

YNOY 12 PNV 1 was saying that the soin»a didn’t understand how nwin showed that love.
The fact that nwn loves the Jewish people doesn’t mean that he always does what’s

easier for them. Rather, because he loves them, he does what is better for them.

Further discussion:

» How would being in the 727» for 40 years be better for the Jewish people?
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(See »-v nrmxin the w).
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