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Rabbi Shimon would say: There are three crowns—the crown of Torah, the crown of
priesthood and the crown of sovereignty—but the crown of good name surmounts them all.
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(This ascent) effects a unification there (yichud) by means of the elevation of the mayin nukvin
of all his doings, his Torah, and the Divine Service which he served all the days of his life. And
in the chakal tapuchin kadishin are implanted most sublime lights corresponding to the nether
ones, i.e. his Torah and worship.
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And if you should say, "What will we eat in the seventh year? We will not sow, and we will not
gather in our produce!"
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You shall not make idols for yourselves: [This] is addressed to the one who has been sold [as a
servant] to a non-Jew, that he should not say, “Since my master has illicit relations, | will also
be like him! Since my master worships idols, | will also be like him! Since my master
desecrates the Sabbath, | will also be like him!” This is why these verses are stated here. -
[Torath Kohanim 25:106]. Also, the passages [in this whole section (namely, from the
beginning of Chapter 25 until the end of Behar),] are written in a meaningful order, [as follows]:
At first, Scripture admonishes us to observe [the laws of] Shemittah [and Jubilee (25: 124)];
then, if one covets money and becomes suspect of [unlawfully doing business with produce of]
Shemittah (Nachalath Ya’akov), he will eventually [become destitute and] have to sell his
personal belongings therefore, Scripture juxtaposes to it, “And when you make a sale [to your
fellow-dew]” (25:14) (What is written therein? “or make a purchase from the hand...,”
something that is transferred from hand to hand). If he still does not repent, he will eventually
have to sell his ineritance (25:25). If he even then does not repent, he will eventually have to
sell his home, and if even then, he does not repent, he will eventually have to borrow money
with interest (verses 25:35-38). Now, the later the scenario in this passage, the more severe it
is [i.e., first he sells his belongings, then his property, then his home and then even borrowing
with interest which is more severe than selling one’s property; (Nachalath Ya’'akov) thus, the
passage continues accordingly, for] if he still does not repent, he will eventually have to sell
himself [to his fellow Jew as a servant] (verses 25:39-46); and [finally,] if he has still not
repented, not enough that he had to be sold to his fellow Jew - but he will [be forced to sell
himself] even to a non-dew!- [25:47-55; Kidd. 20a]
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If a resident non Jew gains wealth with you, and your brother becomes destitute with him and
is sold to a resident non Jew among you or to an idol of the family of a non Jew.
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the family of a non-Jew: [Without the word 1j7y7,] this [expression] means [the Jew is sold t0]
an idolater; but when Scripture says jzy7 [literally “to uproot,” making it N3 nnown jvY], it
refers to [a Jew] who is sold to the idol itself [hj7¥'7 meaning “that which is to be uprooted’] - i.e.,
he becomes an attendant to it. He does not worship it as a deity, but to chop wood and draw
water. — [Torath Kohanim 25:94]
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Rava said: We learned in the mishna that people would close the doors, and we do not rely on
a miracle to ensure that the courtyard not become overly crowded.
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[Know then, that] | will command My blessing for you in the sixth year, and it will yield produce
for three years.
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You shall not make idols for yourselves, nor shall you set up a statue or a monument for

yourselves. And in your land you shall not place a pavement stone on which to prostrate
yourselves, for | am the Lord, your God.
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Rabbi Yohanan said a caveat to this statement: They only taught that they need not stop for

prayer with regard to the likes of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai and his colleagues, whose Torah is

their vocation and they never interrupt their Torah study. However, for the likes of us, who also
engage in other activities, we stop both for Shema and for prayer.
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The Sages taught: What is the meaning of that which the verse states: “And you shall gather
your grain®? Because it is stated: “This Torah shall not depart from your mouths, and you shall
contemplate in it day and night” (Joshua 1:8), | might have thought that these matters are to be
understood as they are written; one is to literally spend his days immersed exclusively in Torah
study. Therefore, the verse states: “And you shall gather your grain, your wine and your oil,”
assume in their regard, the way of the world; set aside time not only for Torah, but also for
work. This is the statement of Rabbi Yishmael.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai says: Is it possible that a person plows in the plowing season and
sows in the sowing season and harvests in the harvest season and threshes in the threshing
season and winnows in the windy season, as grain is separated from the chaff by means of the
wind, and is constantly busy; what will become of Torah? Rather, one must dedicate himself
exclusively to Torah at the expense of other endeavors; as when Israel performs God’s will,
their work is performed by others, as it is stated: “And strangers will stand and feed your flocks,
and foreigners will be your plowmen and your vinedressers” (Isaiah 61:5). When Israel does
not perform God’s will, their work is performed by them themselves, as it is stated: “And you
shall gather your grain.” Moreover, if Israel fails to perform God’s will, others’ work will be
performed by them, as it is stated: “You shall serve your enemy whom God shall send against
you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness and in want of all things” (Deuteronomy 28:48).
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Summing up this dispute, Abaye said: Although there is room for both opinions, many have
acted in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yishmael, and combined working for a living and
learning Torah, and although they engaged in activities other than the study of Torah, were
successful in their Torah study. Many have acted in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Shimon ben Yohai and were not successful in their Torah study. They were ultimately forced to
abandon their Torah study altogether.



1, prwuirp (14

7iTa Nwyn ix 7iTa N7 0N92 T N7'RY N7XYI Ti7a NTHI N2 NY7y2 2100 DR [i90 A0 N 12l
TINIANY 773 TINYA NNKIE 0971 1Y) 773 TINR MK RA'PY 20 NIV 7072 nyyn Mg o0 20 )
nYyn T RN

In connection to the mishna’s statement about the importance of Torah study, the Gemara
relates the following incident: And there already was an incident in which Rabbi Tarfon and the
Elders were reclining in the loft of the house of Nit'za in Lod, when this question was asked of
them: Is study greater or is action greater? Rabbi Tarfon answered and said: Action is greater.
Rabbi Akiva answered and said: Study is greater. Everyone answered and said: Study is
greater, but not as an independent value; rather, it is greater as study leads to action.
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Rebbi Yohanan in the name of Rebbi Simeon ben Yohai: “For example we, who are engaged

in the study of Torah, we do not interrupt even for the recitation of Shema“.
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Would not Rebbi Simeon ben Yohai agree that one interrupts to make a sukkah or a lulav?
Does not Rebbi Simeon ben Yohai make the distinction between one who studies in order to
do171 and one who studies in order not to do? Because he who studies in order not to do
would have been better off had he not been born. And did not Rebbi Yohanan say, he who
studies in order not to do would have been better off if the afterbirth he was in was twisted
around and he never would have entered the world? The reason of Rebbi Simeon ben Yohai is
that this one is repeated study and that one is repeated study and he does not push aside one
study for the other study.
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The Gemara answers, they say: A prisoner cannot generally free himself from prison,
but depends on others to release him from his shackles.
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Rabbi Akiva entered safely and came out safely.
T
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On a similar note, the Gemara cites that Rabbi Hanina bar Pappa raised a
contradiction: It is written, “I will take back My grain at its time and wine in its season”
(Hosea 2:11), and it is written: “And you shall gather your grain, your wine and your oil”
(Deuteronomy 11:14). To whom does the grain belong: To God, or to the people?
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The Gemara responds: This is not difficult. Here, where God promises Israel that they
will gather their grain, the verse refers to a time when they perform God’s will. Here,
where the verse indicates that the grain belongs to God, it refers to a time when they do
not perform God’s will, as then He will take back the grain, demonstrating that it
belongs to Him.
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Concluding its discussion of the halakhot of prayer, the mishna discusses less practical
aspects of prayer. One who prays and realizes that he erred in his prayer, it is a bad
omen for him; it indicates to him that his prayer was not accepted. And if he who erred
is the communal prayer leader, it is a bad omen for those who sent him, because a
person’s agent has legal status equivalent to his own.
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until the great river [the Euphrates]: Since it [the Euphrates] is mentioned [in
association] with the Land of Israel it is referred to as “great.” A popular parable says: A
king’s servant is a king. Associate yourself with the ruler, and [people] will bow down to
you; attach yourself to one who is anointed [with oil] and you will become anointed [with
oil yourself] (Shevuoth 47b).
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They emerged from the cave, and saw people who were plowing and sowing. Rabbi Shimon
bar Yohai said: These people abandon eternal life of Torah study and engage in temporal life
for their own sustenance. The Gemara relates that every place that Rabbi Shimon and his son
Rabbi Elazar directed their eyes was immediately burned. A Divine Voice emerged and said to
them: Did you emerge from the cave in order to destroy My world? Return to your cave. They
again went and sat there for twelve months. They said: The judgment of the wicked in
Gehenna lasts for twelve months. Surely their sin was atoned in that time. A Divine Voice
emerged and said to them: Emerge from your cave. They emerged. Everywhere that Rabbi
Elazar would strike, Rabbi Shimon would heal. Rabbi Shimon said to Rabbi Elazar: My son,
you and | suffice for the entire world, as the two of us are engaged in the proper study of
Torah.
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The baraita summarizes that the general principle is: Everything follows the conclusion of the
blessing. Based on this principle, the question with regard to a blessing recited over food and
drink posed above can be resolved.
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Speak to the children of Israel and you shall say to them: When you come to the land that | am
giving you, the land shall rest a Sabbath to the Lord.
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| am the Lord: Who is faithful to give reward [to those who fulfill My Torah].
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