SUPPLEMENTORY READER-VISTAS
CLASS-XII
LESSON NO.02
THE TIGER KING BY KALKI
CHARACTERS-1-The Tiger King Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bhadur
2-Astrologer 3-Diwan 4-British Officer
GIST OF THE LESSON

The Maharaja Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bhadur was called “Tiger King”.When
he was just 10 days old he asked intelligent questions to the astrologers and
was told that he would be killed by a tiger. He uttered “Let tigers beware!”

No other miracle took place, the child grew like any other Royal child
drinking white cow’s milk, taught by an English tutor, looked after by an English
nanny and watched English film.

When he was 20, he was crowned as king. It was then the prediction of
his death by the tiger reached the Maharaja’s ear and he in turn to safe guard
himself killed a tiger and being thrilled he told the astrologer who replied that he
can kill 99 tigers but should be careful with the 100th.

From then on he started killing tiger and none was allowed to hunt tigers.
A high-ranking British officer visited the state that was fond of hunting tiger and
his wish was declined.

The officer requested for getting a photograph with a tiger killed by
Maharaja and this request was rejected.

So to please the officer's wife he sent 50 diamond rings expecting that
she would take 1 or 2 instead she kept all the rings costing 3 lakh rupees and
sent ‘thanks’ to the Maharaja. But his state was secured.

In 10 years he killed 70 tiger and didn’t find any in Pratibandapuram so
he decided to marry a girl from royal state which had more tigers to complete his
target.

Whenever he visited his in-laws he killed 5-6 tigers. So he killed 99
tigers and was feverishly anxious to kill the 100th but couldn’t find.

News about the presence of a tiger near a village proved disappointing.

Now the Dewan was warned of his danger so he visited ‘People’s Park
in Madras’ and brought an old tiger and placed it in the forest and informed the
Maharaja.
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The Maharaja took great care and shot the tiger and left the place with
great triumph.

The bullet did not hit the tiger but out of fear the tiger had collapsed.
Now the staff killed the tiger and brought it in grand procession.

It was the 3rd birthday of the Maharaja’s son and he wanted to buy a
present from the toyshop.He bought a wooden tiger which was poorly carved.

While the Maharaja was playing with the prince a tiny sliver of the

wooden tiger pierced his right hand which later on caused his death. Thus the
hundredth tiger takes his final revenge upon the “Tiger King”.

1B dk 1kj&

egkjktk 1j ftykuh tx €tx cgknj dk Vkbxj fdx dgk tkrk FkkAtc og f1Q 10 fnu dk Fk]
rk migku T;kfrfk;k B cf)eRrki.k ¢'u IN vkj mig crk;k x;k fd mlg ,d "kj gk ek fn;k
Tk, xkA mUgku mPpkfjr fd;k *ck?kk Bko/kku gk €hkvk* !

dkb vU; peRdkj ugh gvk] cPpk fdlh vU; “kgh cPp dh rjg 1Qn xk; dk n/k ihr g; c<k
gvi] ,d vxth v/ikid Hjk mb i<k;k x;k ,d  vxth /ik; d Fgk mEdh n[kiky gb vkj og
vxth fQYe n[krk FkkA

tc og 20 Nky dk Fk] rk mlg jktk d -i e rkt iguk;k x;kA mBd ckn ck% Fjk viuh
eR; db Hfo";ok.kh egkjktk d dku rd 1gph vkj [kn dh fgQktr d fy, ,d "kj dk ekjdj
Jkekfpr gkdj mBu T;kfr'h dk voxr djk;kAT;kfr’kh u mRrj fn;k fd og 99 ckk dk ekj BIdrk g
yfdu 100 o I ml Tko/kku jouk pkig,A

rc 1 mlu *kj di ghsk djuk *kz dj fnsk Pk vkj fdlh dk # *kj d f'kdkj dju db
vuefr ugh FA ,d mPp inLFk fefv'k vikdkjh u mid jkT; dk nkjk fd:k & fd *kj dk f'kdkj
dju dk *Kdhu Fk yfdu midh bPNk vLohdkj dj nh xbA

vikdkjh u eghjktk Hjk ekj x; ,d ck d Ik ,d rlotj yu dk vujk/k fd:k yfdu bl
vuji/k dk vLiohdkj dj fnzk x;kA

bify, vikdkjh db iRub dk [k dju d fy, migku 50 gij di vxfB:k Hel] rifd og 1 :k
2y Id] ctk; bld mlu 3 yk[k #i; db ykxr okyh IHh vxiB;k j[k yh vkj egkjktk d

/W;okn HkE fnjkA yfdu mudk jkT; B jf{kr FkA

egkjktk u cMh Bko/kkuh yr g; ck?% dk xkyh ekj nh vkj eghu thr d BkFk og txg NkM
niA

xkyh u ck% dk ugh ekjk] yfdu Mj I ck% fxj x;kA vc depkfj;k u "kj dk ekj fnsk vij
ml HO; €yl d FkFk yk;k ;KA

egkjktk d 1= dk riljk tlefnu Fik vkj og flkyku dh ndku I ,d migkj [kjtnuk pkgrk
FKkA

mlu ,d ydMh d ck?% dk [kjhnk €k [kjkc uDdk*kinkj FKkA  tc egkjktk jktdeky d BiFk [ky jg

) ydvh d Vkbxj T fudyh ,d QkI mud nkfgu giFk e pH xb] &k ckn e mudh ekr dk dkj.k curA bl
cdkj Dok clk Vkbxj fdx I viuk vire cnyk yrk gA

Question and Answer:
1.Who is the Tiger King?Why does he get that name?
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Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bhadur,the Maharaja of Pratibandpuram is the

“Tiger King”. When he was just 10 days old he asked intelligent questions to the
astrologers and was told that he would be killed by a tiger. He uttered “Let tigers
beware!”He decided to kill 100 tigers.So he got the name’'Tiger King’.
1- Vkbxj fdx*dku g \ ml ;g uke d1 feyk\

ifrcinije d egkjktk 1j feykuh €tx tx cginj dk *Vkbxj fdx" gAtc og fIQ 10 fnu dk
FK) rk mUgku Tskfrfk;k B cf)eRrkik ¢ u IN vkj mlg crk;k x;k fd mig ,d “kj }jk ek fn;k
tk,xkA mlgku mPpkfjr fd;k *ck%k Nko/kku gk tkvk® mBu 100 ck% dk ekju dk fu.k;
fy;kAb Ify; mudk uke*Vkbxj fdx"iMKA

2. What was the miracle that took place in the royal palace?

When the Maharaja was a 10 day old infant spoke and asked intelligent
guestions about his death. After knowing that he would be killed by a tiger he
uttered saying “Let tigers beware.”

2- "kgh egy e D;k peRdkj gvi\
tc egkjktk 10 fnu d %k F cky vkj viuh eR; d ckj e ch)efrki.k ¢'u INA ;g tu d cin fd
og ,d "k Hjk ekj tk,x] migku dgk ckkk Bo/ku gk thvk I8

3. How was the Tiger King brought up?

As a child the Tiger King was brought up by an English nanny and
tutored in English by an Englishman. He was given the milk of an English cow.
Like many other Indian crown princes he watched only English movies.

3 dlb ck?k jkek dk Tkyu Tkk.k gvik\

,d cPp d zi e Vibxj fdx dk ,d vxth /lk; u ykyu&ikyu fd;k vkj ,d vxt u ml
vxth 1<k;hA mlg ,d vxth xk; dk n/k fn;k x;k A db vU; Hkjrh; jkedekjk dh rjg mlgku
doy vxth fQYe n[kA
4. What did the State astrologer say he would do ‘if the hundredth tiger
were also killed’?

The State astrologer was so sure of his prediction that he announced that
he would cut off his ceremonial tuft, crop his hair short and become an
insurance agent in case the king was able to kill the 100th tiger, too. He was
sure that the Maharaja’s death would be caused by the 100th tiger.

4- jkT; d T;kr'fh u dgk fd og D;k djx *;fn mBdiVkoxj fdxt Fjk Bk ck?k dk Hh ekj fnsk x; K\
JiT; d T;Kr' dk viuh Hfo";ok.kh d ckj e bruk iDdk ;du Fik fd mlu 2%k dh fd og viu

vkipkfjd xPN IpfV;k dkv yx] cky eMok yx vkj ,d chek ,€V cu tk;x] ;fn jktk 100 o ck% dk ekju e
I{ke gvi] rk HoA mlg ;dhu Fik fd egkjkt dh eR; 100 oh ck’k dh otg I ghxhA
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5. What did the high-ranking British officer wish to do? Was his wish
fulfilled?

The high-ranking British officer wanted to kill a tiger. When he was denied
the permission for hunting, he sent a word to the king that he would be happy if
he was allowed to get photographed with the dead body of a tiger killed by the
king. However, his wish remained unfulfilled.

5 mPp inLFk fcfV'k vikdkjh D;k djuk pkgr F\ D;k mBdh bPNk ijh gb \
mPp jfdx oky fcfV'k vikdkjh ,d “kj dk ekjuk pkgr FA tc ml f'kdkj dh vuefr I budkj dj fn;k

;i rkmiu jrek dk ,d In’% itk fd mig [k gixh vxj ml jitk Mk ek x; ,d ok d er ‘kjij d
1iFc QiVk yu dh vuefr mh &, A ghykfd] mudh bPNK vi .k cuh jgia

6. How did the Maharaja manage to save his throne?

The Maharaja had annoyed the visiting senior British officer over the
issue of tiger -hunting and‘stood in danger of losing his kingdom itself’. So, the
Maharaja and the Dewan decided to placate and pacify the officer through bribe
by sending gifts of expensive diamond rings to the ‘duraisani’, the wife of the
British officer. Thus he managed to save his throne.

6- egijkt u viuk flgklu dl cpk;i\
eghjkek u "kj d fkdkj gr ,d fcfV'k vilkdkjh d vixeu i ukjkexh €rib vij 'mlg viu jkT; dk
[ku d [krjk fn[kb fn;k blfy,] egkjkek vkj nioku u fcfV'k vikdkjh dh iRuh njblkur dk egx ghj dk

NYykivxBih migkj Lo#i fj'or d tfj, Htdj vikdkjh dk "kr dju dk Qlyk fd;kA bl ¢dkj og viu
flgklu dk cplu e die;kc jokA

7. How did the ‘duraisani’ behave on receiving the gifts?

Some fifty samples of expensive diamond rings were sent to the
duraisani and it was expected that she would select one or two and return the
rest. But the lady proved to be greedy as she retained all of them and merely
sent a letter of thanks.

7- migkjk dk ckir dju ij *njblkut® u dl 0;ogkj fd; i\
cgeY; ghj d NYyk d dN ipkl ueuk dk nfj;kuh dk Heek x;k Fik vkj ;g mEein dh Fih fd og ,d ;k nk

dk p;u djxh vkj ckdh dk oki I ykVk nxtA yfdu og efgyk ykyph Ikcr gb D;kd mBu BHh ivxiB ;K dk
JIk fy;k vk doy AU;okn dk ,d i= HEkA

8. Why did the Maharaja’s tiger killing mission come to a sudden still?
Within ten years Maharaja’s tiger hunting had resulted in the Killing of

seventy tigers. However his tiger killing mission came to a sudden standstill

because the tiger population became extinct in the forest of Pratibandapuram.

8- egkjktk d ck% dh gR;k dk fe”ku vpkud Fie D;k x; 0\

nl Tty d Horj egijkek d ckd d f'kdkj d dkj.k BUkj kX dh gR;k gbA gkykfd mud ckk dh gR;k dk
fe'lu vpkud Fe x;k D;kfd cfrcinije d txy e ck% di tul[;k foylr gk xb FiA
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9. Why did the Maharaja suddenly decide to marry? Whom did he wish to
marry?

The Maharaja suddenly decided to marry because firstly, he was of
marriageable age and secondly, he wanted to kill thirty more tigers in his father-
in-law’s state in order to complete the tally of hundred tigers .For this reason he
wished to marry a girl in the royal family of a state with a large tiger population.
9- egkjktk u vpkud "knh dju dk QRyk D;k fd;k\ og fdl 1 “knh djuk pkgrk Fkk\

egkjktk u vpkud "knh dju dk fu.k; fy;k D;kfd igyh ckj og fookg ;kX; wvk; dk Fkk vij
nljk og Bk ck% dh B[;k dk 1jk dju d fy, viu Blj d jkT; e rhl ck?%k dk vkj ekjuk
pkgrk FkkA b1 dkj.k I og "kgh ifjokj dh yMdh I “kinh dju dh dkeuk djrk Fkk fEld jkT; e
ck?kk dh vkcknh vi/kd gkA
10. Why did Maharaja order the dewan to double the tax?

The Maharaja called the dewan and ordered him to immediately
double the tax of the villagers who had informed him of a tiger in the forest
because despite his best efforts he was unable to locate the beast. This
infuriated the Maharaja.

10- egkjkt u dj dk nkxuk dju d fy, nhoku dk vkn”k D;k fn;k\

egkjktk u nhoku dk cyk;k vkj mig rjr xkeh.kk d djk dk nkxuk dju dk vin™ fn;K felgku mlg ou e
ck% d glu d ckj e crk;k FD;kd viu B0J'B ¢;klk d ckotn o thkuoj dk irk yxiu e vIleF FiA bl
egkjkek Gkikr gk x;A

11. What did the Maharaja buy as a birthday gift for his son?

The Maharaja wished to give his son a very special gift on his birthday and
he bought a wooden toy tiger as a perfect birthday gift for his son.
11- egkjktk u viu cV d fy, tlefnu d migkj d -1 e D;k [kjhnk\

egkjktk viu cV dk mld tlefnu ij ,d fo'k'k migkj nu dh dkeuk djr Fk vkj migku viu
cV d fy, ,d vkn'k tlefnu d migkj d =i e ydMh dk cuk ,d f[kykuk "kj [kjhnkA
12. How did the king’s arm become seriously infected?

The king’s arm had got infected from a prick caused by one of the slivers on
the wooden tiger. In one day, the infection got flared in the Maharaja’s right
hand and in four days it developed into a suppurating sore which spread all over
the arm. Though he was operated yet he died.

12- jrek ok gk xij i 1 1@fer dI gvk \

jiek dk giFk ydMi d ol I fudyh ,d QI di piku d dij.k 1 I@fer gk x:k FkA ,d fu €]
eghjrtk d nifgu gift e 1e.k Qy x:k Vj pj fuk e ;g ,d iti I &j %o d #i e fodflr gk x;k t
iji Bk e Qy x:k ; [fi mIdh“;fpfdrlk di xbJfQj Hi og ej x:kA

Long answer type question
1. How did the Tiger King meet his end? What is ironical about his death?
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The king had got the wooden toy tiger as a birthday present for his
son.lt had been carved by an unskilled carpenter. It had a rough surface with
tiny slivers of wood standing up like quills all over it. One of those slivers
pierced the Maharaja’s right hand and although the king pulled it, his arm got
infected. In four days, it developed into a suppurating sore and spread all over
the arm. The king died while being operated upon.

The king’s death is ironical but not surprising for the reader who is, in fact,
looking forward to it. Having ‘killed’ the 100th tiger, the king is jubilant for he
has fulfilled his vow and disproved the prediction of the royal astrologer. He is
now at ease for he thinks he cannot die of a tiger’'s attack. No wonder, he orders
the ‘dead’ tiger to be taken in a procession through the town and gets a tomb
erected over it. All this while he does not know that the 100th victim was not
killed by him but by other hunters.

That is indeed quite ironical. Death is lurking around him and the king is
unaware of it. Again, it is ironical that a king who has killed 100 tigers and is
bold and fearless dies of a mere ‘sliver’ on the body of a wooden tiger. Thus,

ironically death does come to him from a tiger.
1- Vibxj jktk dk vr d I gvk \ mudh eR; d ckj e D;k ni[kn ifoMcuki g\

jktk u cvV d tlefnu d migkj d fy; ydMh dk ,d f[kykuk ck?% [kjink mI vd®ky c<b
gk cuk;k x;k FA bidh ,d [kjnjh Ih Brg Fk] fE€D i ydMh d NkV udhy VdM [kM FkA mue
I ,d QkI egkjktk d nkfgu gkFk e phHk xb vkj ; [fi jk&k u mD [khp fy;k midk gkrk 1@fer
gk X;KA pky fnuk e] ;g pkj fnuk e ;g ,d ihi 1 Hj ?ko d #1 e fodflr gk x;k €k 1jh Hkek
e Qy x;kA “ky;fpfdRlk d nkjku gh jktk dh eR; gk x;hA jkek dh ekr ,d foMcuk g] yfdu
ikBd d fy, vk'p; dh ckr ugh g] okLro e]tk bld fy, brtkj dj jgk gA 100 o ck* dk *ekj
tku" d ckn] jktk ¢cllu g D;kfd mBu viuh ¢frKk ijh dh g vkj "kgh T;kfr'kh dh Hkfo"; ok.kh dk
xyr Bkfcr fvLlondkjh dj fn;k gA og vc Ir’V g fd og "j d gey dh otg I ej ugh IdrkA
ble dkb vi'p; ugh fd og ,d tyl d ek/;e I e er "kj dk "kgj y thku dk vkn'k nrk g vkj
mbdh dc ij edcjk cuku dk vin”k nrk gA ;g BIc] tcfd og ugh thkurk fd 100 ok f'kdkj mid
gk ugh ekjk glyfdu mb vU; frkdkjh Fjk ekjk x5k gA

;g okLro e dkQh ni[kn g fd ekr mBd pkjk vkj fNih g vkj jkek bE1 vuthu gA fQj] ;g ni[kn ifoMcuk: g
fd ,d jktk felu 100 ck% dh gR;k dj nh g vij etecr vij fuMj g] og ek= ,d ydMh d ck% d “kjhj dh
,d QkI “kjhj ek= 1 ej thrk gA bl ¢dikj] foMcuk ;g g fd ,d ck?k I gh mBdh ni[kn ekr gk thrh gA
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