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Elderly Rights and Welfare Act 1443 AH

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most
Merciful

Royal Decree No. (M / 47) and date 3/6/1443
AH

With the help of God

We, Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud

King of Saudi Arabia

Based on Article (70) of the Statute of Gover-
nance, issued by Royal Order No. (A / 90) on
27/8/1412 AH.

And based on Article (20) of the Council of
Minister’s law, issued by Royal Order No.
(A/13) dated 3/3/1414 AH.

And based on Article (18) of the Shura
Council Law, issued by Royal Decree No. (A
/91) dated 08/27/1412 AH.

And after considering the two decisions of the
Shura Council: No. (184/58) dated 25/1/1439
AH, and No. (147/27) dated 9/15/1442 AH.

And after considering Council of Ministers
Resolution No. (292) dated 6/1/1443 AH.
We decree as follows:

First: approval of the law/act of the rights and
care of the elderly, in the accompanying form.

Second: His Highness the Deputy Prime
Minister, the ministers, and heads of the
independent concerned agencies - each within
his jurisdiction - must implement this decree
of ours.
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Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most
Merciful

Council of Ministers resolution No. (292)
dated 06/1/1443 AH

The Council of Ministers,

After reviewing the transaction received from
the Royal Court No. 56375 dated 9/30/1442
AH, including the letter of His Excellency the
Speaker of the Shura Council No. 791, dat-
ed 2/27/1439 AH, and the telegram of His
Excellency the Minister of Human Resourc-
es and Social Development No. 45835 dat-
ed 3/5/1440 AH, in the project of the elderly
rights and care law.

After reviewing the aforementioned draft law.

And after reviewing the minutes No. (993)
dated 7/24/1441 AH, No. (183) and dated
2/4/1442 AH, No. (721) and dated 12/5/1442
AH, and memoranda No. (933) and dated
6/6/1442 AH, and No. (533) dated 3/1/1443
AH, No. (858) and dated 13/4/1443 AH,
prepared by the Experts Committee in the
Council of Ministers.

And after perusal of the recommendation
prepared by the Council of Economic and
Development Affairs No. (4-50/42/d) dated
12/26/1442 AH.

And after considering Shura Council
Resolutions No. (184/58) dated 25/1/1439
AH, and No. (147/27) dated 15/9/1442 AH,

And after perusal of the recommendation
of the General Committee of the Council of
Ministers No. (3967) dated 10/5/1443 AH.
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decides the following:

First: To approve the law of rights and care for
the elderly, in the accompanying form.

A draft royal decree has been prepared to that
effect, the wording of which accompanies this.

Second: The law’s executive regulations are
prepared and amended in conjunction with
the Ministry of Finance regarding provisions
that entail financial costs or burdens on the
state’s public treasury.

Prime Minister

Elderly rights and care law

Article 1:

The following words and phrases -
wherever they are mentioned in this law - have
the meanings indicated next to each of them:

The Law: The law of rights and care for the
elderly.

Regulations: the executive regulations of the
law.

The Ministry: The Ministry of Human
Resources and Social Development.

Minister: The Minister of Human Resources
and Social Development.

Elderly: Every citizen who has reached the
age of (60) years or more.

Elderly Rights: All the legal or statutory
rights of the elderly, including their financial,
physical, social, and moral rights.

Caring for the elderly in need: Providing the
necessary necessities for the elderly, such as
housing, food, clothing, health care, physical,
psychological, social, and recreational.
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Related parties: the person who takes care of
the elderly in need and preserves his rights.

Social Care Home for the Elderly: Any
governmental, private, or civil entity
authorized by the Ministry; it accommodates
the elderly, takes care of them, and provides
the necessary services for them.

Family: includes the father, husband or wife,
male children, grandchildren, and brothers.

Relevant Entities: Every governmental,
private, or civil entity that provides services
to the elderly, whether directly or indirectly.

Public Services: Every service provided by
the government entity, whether by itself or
through others.

Article 2:

The ministry accommodates with the related
authorities to achieve the following:

L. Enabling the elderly to live in an
environment that preserves their rights and
preserves their dignity.

2. Spreading awareness and community
education on the rights of the elderly; For
their respect and reverence.

3. Providing reliable statistical information
on the elderly; To benefit from them in
conducting studies and research related to
them, and to assist in the development of
plans and programs.

4. Organizing and implementing
programs suitable for the elderly; Enhancing
their skills, experience, practicing their
hobbies, and enhancing their integration into
society.
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5. Encouraging able-bodied elderly to
work and benefit from support programs
directed at their employers.

6. Supporting volunteer activities in the
service of the elderly.

7. Rehabilitation of public and commercial
facilities, residential neighborhoods, the
surrounding environment, and mosques; To
be suitable for the needs of the elderly,
considering the relevant regulations and
orders.

8. Allocating places for the elderly in
public facilities and public events.

9. Urging the private sector, business
owners, and NGOs to take care of the elderly by
establishing private centers and social clubs.

Article 3:

An elderly person has the right to live with his
family, and they must shelter and take care of
him, and the responsibility for this lies with
family members by the sequence stipulated in
Article (6) of the law.

Article 4:

Social care homes for the elderly may not
accommodate the elderly in them except after
his approval or after the issuance of a court
ruling to that effect, or in cases that pose a
threat to the life or safety of the elderly by the
controls determined by the regulations.

e pudl Hls e 2 yalal) amdd o
Al g 9ol medl mal o e LW g (Jaatl
- gl Adaded! Olgad!

Coadl HliEs Redd B e slalll Sl ges -

ACSud) LWl g Ayl g delatl 331 ol Jals -v
Ol lda ¥ 4aide O oS00 ¢ u ol g daimadt Aicd| g
O el g¥1 g Aelad¥Wl 2 g LB Std g uadl HLS
. 435t

Anladl 33 ol B Gpad) HLST (Solel paasd A
. Aelalt Olewliadl g

Olgamtl g Jlae¥) Olowsiy olsdl ¢ Laatl Gen -4
Weld) M e ed) s Lile ) e Ada¥)
cdelodial nig Adal =l e

COALIL Baledd

2313 Lerle s (AT pul o pluall G Gl S
BT e Sod b A ghuedl 053 cabile s
Balall o2 dile (o gaiel Jualwill by 5yl

A e (Awslutt)

D sl 30 Baled

19a) el eI Aeloia ¥l dule M1 59t Hgom ¥
@S> 9o day g (alad) go dan W Led ) pus
e 3 ahad JSET S G¥LI) LB ol cEaliy SSlad
Lsusmi daslguds 389 diedl 9i (pudl pss Bl

. AU

-

® info@almadanilaw.com

www.almadanilaw.com

O Jeddah: +966126399939 O Riyadh: +966114791355



Article 5:

To implement the provisions of the law, an
elderly person is considered needy if he is
unable to secure for himself the necessities of
life wholly or partially because of a deficiency
in his financial, physical, psychological, or
mental capabilities. The regulations shall
specify the provisions and controls necessary
for this.

Article 6:

Support for the elderly in need is borne by
the husband or wife if she so desires. If this is
not possible, then upon his father if he is able,
then one of his male children. It is
permissible to transfer the duty of
maintenance to the one chosen by the
elderly among them, with the presence of a
person who is more deserving of it. In the
event of a disagreement or the failure of
any family member to provide for him, the
competent court shall determine the
subsistence from among his family members,
provided that the interest of the elderly person
is taken into consideration.

Article 7:

The expense of caring for the elderly in need
shall be by the requirements of legal alimony.

Article 8:

[f the breadwinner is unable to provide alimony for
the elderly in need, and no one in his family
can support him; He shall be disbursed from
the Ministry with what helps him to do so, by
what is specified by the regulation.
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Article 9:

The subsistence protects the rights of the
elderly in need by the Shari’a and legal
requirements.

Article 10:

The Ministry provides the elderly in need with
assistive medical devices and supplies free of
charge and bears the resulting operating and
maintenance expenses. This is by what is
specified by the regulation.

Article 11:

The government entity and whoever provides
a public service on its behalf shall give the
elderly a priority in obtaining the basic
services it provides, especially health and
social services; This is by the regulations.

Article 12:

The Ministry grants the elderly a privilege
card that enables them to benefit from the
public services he needs for the necessities
of their daily life, which are provided by the
government, private and civil agencies to the
elderly.

Article 13:

The government entity, or whoever provides
a public service on its behalf, grants to the
elderly in need - within the limits of the
powers conferred upon it by law - a discount
on the public services it provides; This is by
the regulations.
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Article 14:

The Ministry has the right to self-
guardianship for an elderly person who
is incompetent or deficient, who has been
proven by a court to have no guardian or
to have a guardian who has abandoned or
failed to claim his rights. The regulation shall
specify the relevant provisions.

The General Authority has jurisdiction over
the funds of minors and the like; Guardianship
over the wealth of incompetent or deficient
elderly persons, after the Ministry’s
jurisdiction over it is established by a court
ruling.

Article 15:

It i1s forbidden for the subsistence to
dispose of the money of the elderly without
his consent.

It is prohibited for subsistence to deliberately
prejudice the protection and care of the rights
of the elderly in need.

It is prohibited to intentionally misuse the
money of an elderly person who has been
entrusted with the authority to dispose of it.

Article 16;

Whoever violates any of the provisions of
Articles (3) and (15) of the system shall be
punished with one or more of the following
penalties:

A- Imprisonment for a period not exceeding
one year.

B- A fine of not more than (five hundred
thousand) riyals.
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What is stated in Paragraph 1 of this Article
does not apply if the breadwinner is the father
or the wife.

The penalty for the violator may be doubled
in the event of recurrence, not exceeding
double the prescribed maximum.

Article 17:

If it constitutes any of the acts mentioned
in Article (15) of the Law; an offense under
other laws; then the most severe punishment
shall be applied.

Article 18:

The competent court may rule an alternative
penalty to the penalties stipulated in
Article (16) of the law, provided that it is in
the service of the elderly.

Article 19:

The Public Prosecution shall investigate
the violations mentioned in Articles (3) and
(15) of the Law and file a case before the
competent court.

Article 20:

Penalties for private or civil social care homes
violating the provisions of Article (4) of the
law, and for those who provide a public
service on behalf of the government entity
violating the provisions of Articles (11) and
(13) of the law; a fine not exceeding (one
hundred thousand) riyals. By a decision of
the Minister, one or more committees, the
number of whose members shall not be
less than (3), one of whom shall be a legal
consultant, shall be in charge of examining
violations of the provisions of Articles (4),
(11) and (13) of the law, imposing the
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stipulated penalty, and raising its decision
to the Minister or whomever he delegates
for approval, and the person against whom
a penalty decision has been issued may file a
grievance against it before the Administrative
Court. The person nominated by the minister’s
decision shall control the violations stipulated
in Paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article 21:

The provisions and procedures stipulated in
the Law shall not prejudice the following:

l. Other statutory obligations related
to the protection and care of the rights of
the elderly are incurred by the concerned
authorities, each according to its competence.

2. Any provision that ensures better
protection for the elderly provided for in
another law or any obligation on the
Kingdom according to an international
agreement to which the Kingdom is a party.

Article 22:

The Minister shall issue the regulation within
(90) days from the date of publishing the law
in the Official Gazette, and it shall be enforced
from the date of the law’s enforcement.

Article 23:

The law shall come into force after (90) days
from the date of its publication in the Official
Gazette.
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you with the aforementioned, the office and all its employees are exempt from claiming any

compensation or any liability whatsoever as a result of the use of the content provided.

Readers who seek professional legal advice, can write to us at:
info@almadanilaw.com

Riyadh
Office No.11
567 Al- Righi Building - Salah Al-Deen Street (60st) Malaz,
P.OBox:10083 Riyadh:11433
T:+966 (11) 479 1355 | FAX: +966 (11) 4783171

Jeddah
Office N0.2601
7113 Al-Andalus Plaza — King Fahd Rd, Mishrifah District,
P.OBox:9078 Jeddah:23336
T: +966 (12) 639 9939
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https://m.facebook.com/Almadanilawfirm
https://twitter.com/AlMadanilaw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-law-firm-of-hazim-al-madani---attorneys-&-legal-consultants
https://www.hg.org/attorney/hazim-al-madani-law-firm/109907
https://directory.sba.gov.sa/en/684452
https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.thelawyersglobal.org/search/firms?name=&search=hazim+al+madani

