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POLICY BRIEF TEMPLATE
INSTRUCTIONS 
· Do not delete any of the blue text – all the black text is for you to delete and fill with your content/information - green text is for you to replace.
· Fill in all sections .
· Hyperlink any in-text references (applies to translators and submitting authors)
· Add all photos in high resolution to the story folder.
· Add up to three figures/pictures + cover image as separate files in the zip folder you will be sharing with us 
TIMELINE
We operate on a double review process. Once two of our editors have reviewed your piece, we will return it to you to address any comments. 
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1. Title (max 10 words, or 80 characters incl. spaces. Be creative, journalistic, less is often more):
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit
2. Policy Recommendations (A maximum of 3 policy recommendations – each max 50 words)
· Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata. 

· Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata.

· Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata.

3. Your main text (500-1100 words)
· Fill in the respective sections with a max of +10% above the indicated word count. The shorter the better

· Please hyperlink whatever you are citing. Use the following style throughout the text, for example: “Meeting rising food demands while maintaining the sustainability of land and water resources is one of the greatest policy challenges of the 21st century (Hoekstra and Chapagain, 2008).”  Then add the source you are referencing to the reference list underneath (in standard APA style): “Hoekstra, A.Y., & Chapagain, A.K. (2008). Globalization of Water: Sharing the Planet's Freshwater Resources. Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford, UK.”

· Insert any figures in section 3 as [FIGURE X] in the text, then place the full figure in section 4 along with a caption

· Consult with the Editor in Chief if you need any guidance. 
3.1.  Executive Summary (150 words | 1 sentence summary of each section)
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata. 
3.2.  Background (300 words | What’s the situation you’re dealing with and why is this a problem?)
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata. 
3.3.  Intelligence Overview (600 words | summarize the available knowledge on the topic)
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata. 
3.4.  Knowledge Gaps (150 words | highlight 3 areas of uncertainty that need further research, data or intel)
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata. 
3.5.  Discussion (900 words | Weigh the background against the intel, the knowledge gaps and argue for or against a particular policy or policies) 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata.
3.6.  Policy Bottlenecks (300 words | What are the next steps, stakeholders, events on the way, or in the way, of policy reform?) 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata. 
4. Figures

Figure 1. Enter your cover caption right here. In case you would like to add a link as reference, please replace the green link, otherwise delete the blue/green rest of this bracket  <a href="https://www.instagram.com/onewater.blue" target="_blank">Source</a>
Figure 2. Enter your figure caption right here. In case you would like to add a link as reference, please replace the green link, otherwise delete the blue/green rest of this bracket  <a href="https://www.instagram.com/onewater.blue" target="_blank">Source</a>
Figure 3. Enter your figure caption right here. In case you would like to add a link as reference, please replace the green link, otherwise delete the blue/green rest of this bracket  <a href="https://www.instagram.com/onewater.blue" target="_blank">Source</a>
5. Summary (300 characters, including spaces) – characters not words)
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellentesque non libero semper, imperdiet turpis quis, lobortis enim. Maecenas maximus porta volutpat. Nunc luctus sapien vitae justo aliquam, ut semper lectus fermentum.

6. Disclaimer (Any Disclaimer, if applicable, otherwise delete. Please disclose any financial, personal or professional conflict of interest).
For Example:

This piece was originally published by 360info under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license (<a href="https://360info.org

HYPERLINK "https://360info.org/" \h
/" target="_blank">Source</a>). The author received funding from the PEW Charitable Trusts. 
or 

This piece was originally published via news magazine XYZ. [In case you would like to add a link as reference, please replace the green link, otherwise delete the blue/green rest of this bracket [ <a href="https://www.instagram.com/onewater.blue" target="_blank">Source</a>.] 
Author 1 receives funding from European Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No. XYZ. 
7. Meta (a brief summary that describes what your piece is about. It is a short text you see under the title of a web page when you google the piece. You can choose a few keywords from the piece, like water scarcity, migration or you can go to your favourite AI and say: write me a meta tag description for a piece called 'insert title‘ containing these keywords  (you can feed the AI the whole text of the story). The meta is MAXIMUM 160 characters long white space included.)
Write a sentence in a way that you would look for this piece on google.
8. Themes (Please select 1 (min) – 3 (max) themes beneath by highlighting them in yellow.)
	Biodiversity
	Hygiene

	Cities
	Ice

	Circular Economy
	Industry

	Climate Change
	Islands

	Coasts
	Lakes

	Conflict
	Law

	Conservation
	Nature-based Solutions

	Culture
	Oceanography

	Drought
	Pollution

	Emergency
	Restoration

	Energy
	Rivers

	Finance
	Sanitation

	Fisheries
	Supply

	Flood
	Technology

	Food
	Tourism

	Forests
	Transboundary

	Groundwater
	Wastewater

	Heroes
	Wetlands

	History
	Youth


9. AUTHOR(s)
You must create an account on Onewater so we can credit you as an author, photographer or translator. If you haven’t done so yet, follow this link and register.
	Name(s) of Author(s)*
	Name Surname1, Name Surname2

	Emails of Authors
	important!

	Organisation(s) of Author(s)* 
	University, Company name

	LinkedIn of Author(s)
	https://www.linkedin.com/company/onewater

	Instagram of Author(s)
	@onewater

	Author(s) ORCID
	https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3756-4793


10. EDITORS:
Name Surname
Name Surname
11. Partners (if your organisation has a profile on onewater.blue or has worked with Onewater on a joint project)
ex. Eawag 
Partner List Reference: https://onewater.blue/about/partners 
NON-OBLIGATORY BUT NICE TO HAVE
1. Social media (nice to have, not obligatory for submission – add any personal, organisational, accounts for Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn or Twitter that you would like tagged once your piece is published)
	Social media blurb
	Please craft max 150 words about how you would promote your piece on social media

	Instagram
	

	LinkedIn
	

	Other (Facebook, X, bluesky, wechat, Weibo etc.)
	


12. Bibliography (you need to list only references that contain a digital object identifier (DOI) – generally these are scientific peer-reviewed articles, but sometimes also technical reports and other formats. If you have not used any references that contain DOIs, that’s fine with us as well. We are required to list all sources that link to references with a DOI. Your references would look something like this: 
Chen, Y. H., Gols, R., and Benrey, B. (2015). Crop domestication and its impact on naturally selected trophic interactions. Annu. Rev. Entomol. 60, 35–58. doi: 10.1146/annurev-ento-010814-020601
Chen, Y. H., Shapiro, L. R., Benrey, B., and Cibrián-Jaramillo, A. (2017). Back to the origin: in situ studies are needed to understand selection during crop diversification. Front. Ecol. Evol. 5:125. doi: 10.3389/fevo.2017.00125
Chomicki, G., Schaefer, H., and Renner, S. S. (2020). Origin and domestication of Cucurbitaceae crops: insights from phylogenies, genomics and archaeology. New Phytol. 226, 1240–1255. doi: 10.1111/nph.16015
Again, do not explicitly write out those references you used that link to news-like articles, videos or anything else that does not contain a DOI. 
COVER PHOTO


(please also share all files separate to keep their quality)








(please also share all files separate to keep their quality)








(please also share all files separate to keep their quality)











Nothing is softer or weaker than water, and yet nothing can resist it.

