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Mike Knapp is a serial entrepreneur and tech innovator with a
knack for turning groundbreaking ideas into impactful products.

With over two decades of experience spanning startups and
tech giants, Mike brings a unique perspective on innovation, AI
integration, and the power of neurodiversity in tech.

EXPERTISE:
Product Innovation and Development
Artificial Intelligence
Scaling Startups
Neurodiversity in Tech

As a proudly neurodivergent leader (Autistic & ADHD), Mike
champions the power of diverse thinking in driving innovation
and solving complex problems. 

His talks and workshops blend personal insights, technical
expertise, and practical strategies, inspiring audiences to
embrace change and think differently about the future of
technology and business.

Contact Joel at ICMI for bookings:
joel.sloane@icmi.com.au

About Mike



"Did You Forget to Attach?"
Invented this popular feature inside

Gmail. It deeply resonated with users.

Co-Founded Shoes of Prey & CTO
Startup allowing women to design

custom shoes; raised $35m.

Built a Shoe Factory in China
Spent 3 years in China overseeing

construction of 150+ person factory. 

Selected Projects

Voice-Only Social Network
Launched three iterations of an

innovative voice-only social network.

Co-Founded Task Mate at Google
Won a pitch competition, launched in 3

countries and built the team to 50
people.

Custom Chatbots for Business
Building custom chatbots to help
businesses scale their customer

support.



In this forward-looking keynote, Mike explores AI's
transformative potential across industries, drawing from his
experiences creating AI-driven products including a robotic
journalist and a semi-automated YouTube channel. 

He provides a practical overview of how AI is reshaping business
landscapes, demonstrating real-world applications and
strategies for harnessing AI to drive innovation and efficiency.

Your audience will learn:

Current capabilities and future potential of AI in business
Real-world applications of AI across various industries
The basics of “prompt engineering”
Strategies for integrating AI into existing business models
Practical steps to stay ahead in the AI-driven business
landscape

Keynote #1

AI Revolution: 
Navigating the Future of Business and
Technology



Mike delivered an exceptional keynote on AI, breaking
down complex ideas into clear, engaging insights for
our audience, many of whom were new to the topic.
We received fantastic feedback from our members,
who found the session both informative and highly
relevant to the payroll industry. Mike’s ability to tailor
his message to our industry was truly impressive,
making the session a standout at the conference.

— Jason Low, CEO of Assoc. Payroll Specialists



This personal keynote delves into Mike's journey as a
neurodivergent entrepreneur in tech. 

Diagnosed with Autism and ADHD in his 40s — which was quite
a shock — he shares how these traits have shaped his career,
exploring neurodiversity as a competitive advantage in
innovation, problem-solving, and leadership.

Your audience will learn:

The potential of neurodiversity in driving innovation and
problem-solving
Strategies for leveraging diverse thinking styles
How to create inclusive environments that foster creativity
Real-world examples of neurodiversity leading to
breakthrough ideas
Insights for both neurodivergent individuals and neurotypical
leaders

Keynote #2

Neurodiversity in Tech: 
Harnessing Unique Perspectives for
Success





“Mike's talk was engaging, informative and
connected with our staff. Sharing his story of
growing up not knowing he was neurodivergent
and then after receiving a late adult diagnosis of
autism/ADHD was really powerful. He explained
well the concept of 'different not less' and the
benefits of neurodiversity in a workplace.”

— Australian Financial Security Authority



In this candid and insightful keynote, Mike delves into the
journey of Shoes of Prey, from its innovative beginnings to its
ultimate closure. He shares his thesis on why the startup didn't
succeed, focusing on the critical importance of solving a painful
problem for a niche customer. 

Mike also highlights the successes within the failure, including
building a great company culture and creating a product with
inherent marketing appeal.

Your audience will learn:

The importance of problem validation in startup success
How to identify and focus on a niche customer base
Strategies for building and maintaining a strong company
culture
Techniques for creating products with built-in marketing
appeal

Keynote #3

Startup Failure: 
Lessons from Shoes of Prey

Watch this talk: bit.ly/failedshoes

https://bit.ly/failedshoes


Logistics

Mike travels from Sydney, Australia but can also present virtually.

How to book:
Check availability: Contact Joel at joel.sloane@icmi.com.au1.
Request a proposal: After an initial discussion about your event needs, you'll receive a
customized proposal including speaking fees and any travel expenses.

2.

Approval and booking: Once you approve the proposal, we'll lock in the date, issue a contract,
and request a deposit to secure your booking.

3.

Mike offers: 
Customization of content to align with your event theme and audience 
A promotional video or written content to build excitement for your event 
Thorough research of your industry for relevant examples and insights 
Management of all travel and logistics to minimize your workload

Technical requirements: 
For in-person events: Standard audiovisual setup (screen, clicker, headworn microphone preferred) 
For virtual events: Mike can provide a high-quality video feed from his home studio

To begin the booking process or for any questions, please reach out to Joel at
joel.sloane@icmi.com.au. We look forward to bringing Mike's insights and energy to your next
event!



“Fishburners was so lucky to have Mike gracing
our stage for our recent panel on AI. His
expertise in artificial intelligence, energetic
delivery and authentic energy made him a real
star. Given his exceptional delivery you would
have had no idea that I had only asked him an
hour prior to be on the panel - his ability to gel
immediately with the other panelists, seamlessly
provide value throughout the conversation and
provide high value tips, was echoed by the
sponsors, attendees and team. As a non-
technical person he broke down the intricacies
of artificial intelligence into bite size easy to
understand pieces. We highly recommend Mike
for any speaking engagements - he is a true
asset!"

— Keriana, Community Lead at Fishburners



“Mike delivered an interactive introduction to AI
with our Executive Team that helped us develop
a greater understanding of how various forms of
AI work and in particular, opportunities to
leverage popular AI chat interfaces to level up
our work. I'd highly recommend Mike to other
progressive teams (including both teams with
and without prior AI experience) who are looking
to deepen their understanding of AI and its
commercial applications.” 

— Andy Miller, CEO of Heaps Normal


