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Introduction
* Prophet Ibrahim made dua to Allah:
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Our Lord, and raise up among them a messenger, of themselves, who will recite
to them Your revelations, and teach them the Book and wisdom, and purify them.
You are the Almighty, the Wise. (Surah Al-Bagarah, Ayah 129)

* The Prophet &% was the answer to Prophet Ibrahim’s dua

e Allah makes a distinction between the reC|tat|on of the ayat (_9.L.J
SLGI (Qe,g.l; )and the explanation of the ayat (QAS.DLHQ uh&JI @Léils’zig)

o Just as the Prophet taught the people the words of the Quran,
he also taught them about their meanings.

e Through this verse, we understand that the Prophet's & primary
responsibilities were to teach them recitation of the Quran and the
wisdom from it.

e Allah SWT mentions that by answering this dua, He has done the
ummah a great favor.

o He SWT said in the Quran:
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(3:164) Surely Allah conferred a great favour on the believers when He raised from
among them a Messenger to recite to them His signs, and to purify them, and to teach
them the Book and Wisdom. For before that they were in manifest error.
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e When the Prophet &£ received revelation, he recited this revelation
to the Quran and his life was an example of the Quran.

o The sahabah did not separate between the message that the
Prophet £ brought.

o They knew that everything the Prophet &% came with was
revelation.

o Whenever they did not understand something, they would ask
him about it.

e The Prophet & was informed of a child who was born out of
wedlock. The Prophet said that he is the worst of the 3. When Aisha
RA heard some people mentioning this hadith, she told them that
they are misunderstanding his words. The Prophet &% said that
statement when one of the hypocrites, who was born out of
wedlock, was harming him. So, he was specifically talking about
that hypocrite being worse than his parents.

o |tis important for us to understand the context in which the
verses were revealed and the hadith were mentioned.

e Abu Abdullah Al Sulami, a great tabi'i mentioned how they would
study and learn the Quran. He said that the ones who taught us the
Quran like Uthman bin Affan and Abdullah bin Masood RA, said to
us that when they would learn the Quran from the Prophet &£ they
would not go past 10 ayahs of the Quran without understanding
the meaning of the verses and implementing what they learned.

e The companions did not seperate the sunnah of the Prophet &%
from their understanding of the Quran.

o They would extract from the Quran the verses which instructed
us to take from the teachings of the Prophet &&.

e Imam Shafi was asked about the permissibility of killing hornets
while in Thram. He was being challenged to find the answer in the
Quran. Imam Shafi said that it was permissible and was asked
where that ruling is in the book of Allah. He replied:
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Whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it;
and whatever he forbids you, abstain from it.
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¢ Imam Shafi then mentioned the hadith of the Prophet &, “Follow
the two who will come after me - Abu Bakr and Umar.” He then
said that Umar RA gave permission to kill hornets while a person is
in lhram.
o Imam Shafi used that ayah to show that the sunnah is
embedded in the Quranic mandate.
e The explanation of the Prophet &£ is the best explanation of the
Quran.
o |f we are confused about an ayah, then we should seek to
understand it in light of his sunnah and his understandings.

Ayah #1
sll Go 25031 Bl o AT B A 53 5 1l 1653

Eat and drink until the white streak of dawn can be distinguished from the black streak.
(Surah Al-Bagarah, Ayah 187)
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e Some of the companions did not understand this ayah.

o Some of them would tie a black rope on one foot and a white
rope on the other foot and wait until they were able to
distinguish between the two, even though that would be after
Fajr had already come in.

* The sahabah asked the Prophet &£ about this and then Allah
revealed, ).>..O..|| o, so the sahabah knew that Allah was referring
to the distinction between the night and the day.

e Adiibn Hatim would put a white rope by his pillow and a black rope
by his pillow and wait until he could distinguish between them
because he thought that was the meaning of the ayah. He could
not differentiate between them, so he sought clarification from the
Prophet &2 and he clarified that it was referring to when the
blackness of the night becomes distinct from the whiteness of the
day.

o When companions did not understand something they would
immediately go to the Prophet £ to seek clarification.
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Ayah #2

320 legd Josy ()0
Whoever works evil will pay for it (Nisaa, Ayah 123)

e Some of the companions were very disturbed when they heard this
because everyone commits some level of sins
e Abu Bakr RA showed his concern to the Prophet £&. The Prophet &£
explained that all of the difficulties that the believers face are a
means of compensation for sins.
o Some places mention that even if a believer is pricked with a
thorn, this is a way of expiating their sins.
o By going through those difficulties with patience, the believer is
forgiven.

Ayah #3
H93igs aby (431 Qg) Slilgl el @gilay] louduls @15 lgial Gudll

Those who believe, and do not obscure their faith with wrongdoing—those will have
security, and they are guided. (Surah Al-Anam, Ayah 82)

. P.lb is any form of oppression, against others, against ourselves,
etc.

e Some of the companions went to the Prophet £ and said, “Who
amongst us has not wronged themselves?” The Prophet &£
explained that (o.lb in this verse is referring to shirk, as Lugman
advised his son:

ot LT 501 51 gl A5 I 5
“O my son, do not associate anything with God, for idolatry is a terrible wrong.” (Surah
Lugman, Ayah 13)

* |n all of these examples, the sahabah all felt uncomfortable about

something, so they went to seek clarification from the Prophet &,
o |f we ever feel uncomfortable about something we come across
in the Quran or Sunnabh, it is important for us to go to people

who are knowledgeable to seek clarification, just as the
sahabah did.
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e |f we only try to understand the Quran in a vacuum, without going

back to the understandings of the Prophet &%, then it can lead to
misunderstandings of certain ayat.

* Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari RA went with Muslims to fight in the war

against the Romans. They found that the border of Constantinople
was being protected by the Romans. One of the Muslims went
forth to attack and the others rebuked him and said that he was
putting himself forward to be destroyed, in reference to ayah 195
of Surah Bagarah.
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Spend in the Way of Allah and do not cast yourselves into destruction with your own
hands; do good, for Allah loves those who do good. (2:195)

* Abu Ayyub RA said to the tabieen that were with him that this is the
wrong understanding of the ayah. He said that it was revealed
about the ansar and it was actually referring to the fact that
abandoning the protection of the Prophet &£ is what puts
themselves in their own destruction.

e There are several instances in the lives of the companions in which
they needed clarification from the Prophet .

o In oneinstance, Aisha RA narrared:
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'A'|sha reported that Allah's Messenger (&) ‘said:
He who is taken to account on the Day of Resurrection is in fact put to torment. | said:
Has Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, not said this: 'He will be made subject to an easy
reckoning" (84:8)? Thereupon he said: (What it implies) is not the actual reckoning, but
only the presentation of one's deeds to Him. He who is thoroughly examined in
reckoning is put to torment.

e As we read the Quran, we need to understand it in light of the
understandings, teachings, and life of the Prophet.
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* One example of a verse which people may often misinterpret is:
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(4:116) Truly it is only associating others with Allah in His divinity that Allah does not

forgive,and forgives anything besides that to whomsoever He wills. Whoever associates
others with Allah in His divinity has indeed strayed far away.

e The companions were all disbelievers before they accepted Islam,
so this verse may cause someone to believe that their previous
disbelief may not be forgiven.

* However, this verse refers to the fact that those who die while in a
state of disbelief will not be forgiven.

o Allah SWT may forgive a person if they die with any sins other
than shirk.

e As we read the Quran, we need to understand it in light of the
understandings, teachings, and life of the Prophet.
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