
UNIT – 4 HISTORY MAGADHAS & MAURYAS



CLASS TOPIC
1 INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION

2 VEDIC PERIOD

3 BUDDHISM & JAINISM

4 MAGADHAS & MAURYAS

5 GUPTA EMPIRE

6 DELHI SULTANS

7 VIJAYNAGAR & BAHMANI 

8 MUGHALS

9 MARATHAS

10 SOUTH INDIAN KINGDOM 1



CLASS TOPIC

11 SOUTH INDIAN KINGDOM 2

12 SOUTH INDIAN KINGDOM 3



Mahajanapada - மகாஜனபத(

§ அ"#தரா 'காயா, ஒ+ ெபௗ/த 01இ34யா51 67 6 ஆ90:றா<=>

ெதாட@க/41 16 ெபAய ராBCய"கDஅ1லF மகாஜனபத"கைள@

#LMNO6றF.

§ Angutara Nikaya, a Buddhist scripture mentions 16 great kingdoms or 

Mahajanapadas at the beginning of the 6th century BCE in India. 



• ஆ"ய$க&'க() ச+,வா/0த பழ4567ன$ ம:;)அவ$க& 'ஜனா>' எ@;

அைழ+கBபCடன$. இFஜனபதா எ@ற ெசாIJ+5வKவ5LதF, அ45ஜனா

எ@றாI 'ம+க&' ம:;) பாதா எ@றாI 'காI'.

• Aryans were the most powerful tribes and were called ‘Janas’. This gave rise to the 

term Janapada where Jana means ‘people’ and Pada means ‘foot’.





• Kasi

• Kosala

• Anga

• Magadha

• Vajji

16 Mahajanapadas - மகாஜனபத(

• கா#

• ேகாசல'

• அ)க'

• மகத'

• வ-.



• Malla 

• Chedi/Cheti

• Vatsa

• Kuru

• Panchala

• ம)ல(

• ேச-

• வ/ச(

• 01

• பா2சால(

16 Mahajanapadas - மகாஜனபத(



• Matsya

• Surasena/Shurasena

• Assaka

• Avanti

• Gandhara

• Kamboja

• ம/சய'

• 1ரேசன'

• அ4மக'

• அவ56

• கா5தார'

• க'ேபாஜ'



• ேகாதாவA ம:R9 மSTரா ந4கV@#இைடW1அஷவகஅ1லF

அYஸகா மகாஜனபதா அைம34+3தF.

• Ashavaka or Assaka Mahajanapada was located between the 

rivers Godavari and Manjira.



• நா@5 மகாஜனபத4க& - மகத, ேகாசல, அவ0, ம:;)வLசா ஆPயைவ

PQ 6 ஆ)R:றாSTQதIPQ 4 ஆ)R:றாSTவைர

ேமலா,+கL,:காக ேபாC67Cடன.

• The four Mahajanapadas – Magadha, Kosala, Avanti and Vatsa were vying 

for supremacy from the 6th century BCE to the 4th century BCE.. 



• இR4யாக, மகத ெவ:L ெப:Rஇைறயா<ைமையM ெபற7=3தF. 

இF ப<ைடயஇ34யா51[க\9 ச@4வா^3த மா'லமாக

மாLயF

• Finally, Magadha emerged victorious and was able to gain 

sovereignty. It became the most powerful state in ancient India



• மகதா ந_ன `காA1 அைம3FDளF. N+ஹ/ரத> வbவ3த

ஜராச3த>, மகத/41 ேபரரைச 'R5னா>.

• Magadha is situated in modern Bihar. Jarasandha, who was a 

descendant of Brihadratha, founded the empire in Magadha.



Haryanka dynasty ஹ:ய)கா வ'ச'(c. 544 – 413 BCE)

• Bimbisara  544–491 BCE

• Ajatashatru  491–461 BCE

• Udayin   461–428 BCE

• Anirudha  428–419 BCE

• Munda   419–417 BCE

• Darshaka  417–415 BCE

• Nāgadāsaka  415–413 BCE



N9Nசாரா – Age 15 throne in 543BCE

• Bimbisara is considered the main founder of the third ruling dynasty of the 

Magadha, Haryanka dynasty. 

• Initially, the capital was Rajagriha,.



N9Nசாரா

• அ"க ராBCய/ைத ெவ>R த> மக>அஜாதச/+ைவஅ"கா5>

ஆVநராக ஆ@6னா>.

• He conquered the Anga kingdom and made his son Ajathasathru the 

governor of Anga. (Chellana, ெச1லனா, a Licchavi Princess) daughter of 

Jain king Chetaka, from Vaishali.



அஜாதச/1

• He forcefully took over the kingdom of Magadha from his father 

and imprisoned him.



அஜாதச&'

Mahshilakantaka, Rathamusala - ம;<லக=டகா, ரத?சலா were 

two war equipments used (invented) by Ajatshatru against Licchhavis. 



அஜாதச&'

• @? 483 இB C/த:D மரண/6FGH IறGஅவK ராஜ@:ஹாLB

?தB ெபௗ/த சைபையP QRSனாK

• He convened the First Buddhist Council at Rajagriha just after the 

death of Buddha in 483 BCE



உத)*

• அஜாதசLVW@மக@.

• தைலநகைர பாடXYL,ரL,:5 (பாCனா) மா:Zனா$.

• அவ0,7@அரசனான பாலக[@ கCடைளBப6அவ@ெகாIலBபCடா@.

• Son of Ajatasatru.

• Shifted the capital to Pataliputra (Patna).

• He was killed at the behest of Palaka, the king of Avanti.



Shishunaga dynasty #Tநாக வ'ச' (c. 413 – 345 BCE)

• Shishunaga   413–395 BCE

• Kalashoka   395–377 BCE

• Kshemadharman  377–365 BCE

• Kshatraujas   365–355 BCE

• Nandivardhana  355–349 BCE

• Mahanandin   349–345 BCE



Sisunaga

• மகதL,@அரசனாவத:5Q@ கா]7@Fைணஅரசனாக இV0தா@.

• தைலநகர) P"வராஜாWIஇV0தF.. _@ன$ தைலநகைர ைவஷாX+5 மா:Zனா$.

• He was the viceroy of Kasi before becoming king of Magadha.

• The capital was at Girivaraja. Later shifted the capital to Vaishali.



Kalashoka காலேஷாகா 

• Tcநாகd> மக>. காகவeணா எ>R9அைழ@கMபO6றF.

• கலாேசாகா தைலநகைர பாடij/4ர/4:# மா:Lனாe.

• Son of Sisunaga. Also known as Kakavarna.

• Kalasoka shifted the capital to Pataliputra.



Kalashoka காலேஷாகா 

• ைவஷாiW1இர<டாவF ெபௗ/த சைபைய நட/4னாe

• He conducted the Second Buddhist Council at Vaishali.

• ந3த வ9ச/ைத அAயைண@# ெகா<Oவ3த அர<மைன jரkTW1அவe

ெகா1லMபkடாe.

• He was killed in a palace revolution that brought the Nanda dynasty to the 

throne.



• Mahapadma Nanda  345–340 BCE

• Dhana Nanda   330–322 BCE

Nanda Empire - ந6த ேபரர8 (c. 345 – 322 BCE)



ந,த ேபரர0

• இVேவ?தBW/:யரBலாத வ'ச'

• This was the first non-Kshatriya dynasty 



• அவ$ "இ0,யாW@QதIவரலா:; ேபரரச$" எ@;அைழ+கBபTPறா$.

• அரசனாவத:5 காலேசாகைனெகா@றா@.

• He is called the “first historical emperor of India.” 

• He murdered Kalasoka to become the king.

மஹாப/ம ந6தா



• அவ$ "ச$வ காa6"ய0தகா" (அைனLFbL,"ய$கைளc)அKLதவ$) ம:;) "எ+ரL" 

(ம:றஅைனLFஆd)இளவரச$கைளஅKLத ஒேர இைறயாSைம) எ@;)

அைழ+கBபTPறா$.

• He is also called “Sarva Kashtriyantaka” (destroyer of all the Kshatriyas) and “Ekrat” 

(sole sovereign who destroyed all other ruling princes).



Dhana Nanda தனா ந5தா

• அவK கைட# ந5த ஆR#யாளK.

• He was the last Nanda ruler.



Mauryan Empire



Mauryan Empire
§ ச"#ர%&த ெமௗ+யா

§ ."/சாரா (297 – 273 BCE

§ அேசாக3 (45 268 – 232)

§ Chandragupta Maurya

§ Bindusara (297 – 273 BCE

§ Ashoka (268 – 232 BCE) 





Mauryan Empire





• ெமௗ"யவ)ச) ச0,ர5Bத ெமௗ"யராI (324/321-297 PQ) g;வBபCடF, அவ$

PCடLதCடQhவட+5, வடேம:5 ம:;) iபக:பஇ0,யாW@ஒVெப"ய

ப5,ையைகBப:Zனா$.

• The Mauryan dynasty was founded by Chandragupta Maurya (324/321- 297 BCE) 

who conquered almost the whole of the north, the north-west and a large region of 

Peninsular India. 



• ெமக>த[j@இS6கா ம:;)அேசாக$ வழ4Pயஆைணக& ேபா@றஇல+Pய

ஆதார4க&

• Indica of Megasthenes and edicts issued by Ashoka 

• ேஹமா ச0,ர[@ப"laடா ப$வ@, ச0,ர5Bத[@ைஜனமதLFட@ெதாட$ைப

g;(PறF.

• Hema Chandra’s Parishishta Parvan establishes Chandragupta’s connection with Jainism.



• ெகௗ6Iய"@அ$Lதசா>,ர) 15 YLதக4க& (அ,கார4க&) ெகாSட

அ$Lதசா>,ர), ச0,ர5Bத ெமௗ"ய"@QதIவ$, சாண+யா அIலF என

அைழ+கBபT) ெகௗ6Iய"@அர]யI ]0தைனகைள mV+கமாக+ n;PறF.

• The literary sources like Arthashastra of Kautilya, consisting of 15 books (Adhikaranas), 

summarizes the political thoughts of Chandragupta Maurya’s chief minister, Kautilya, 

also known as Chanakya 



• WசாகLதLதாW@QLராராbசா ச0,ர5Bத[@எ,"கd+5 எ,ராக சாண+Pய[@

YL,சாXLதனமானopq]கைளWவ"+5) ஒVவரலா:; நாடக).

• Vishakhadatta’s Mudrarakshasa (from the 5th century CE) is a historical drama that 

describes the clever machinations of Chanakya against Chandragupta’s enemies.



• ஜ>6@, ஒVPேர+க எhLதாள$, ச0,ர5Bத ெமௗ"ய$ 600,000 இராrவLFட@

இ0,யாQhவைதc)ைகBப:Zனா$ எ@;n;Pறா$.

• Justin, a Greek writer, says that Chandragupta Maurya overran the whole of India with an 

army of 600,000.

Chandragupta Maurya  ச56ரGHத ெமௗ:யK





• ]0F(+5 ேம:ேகஇV0த ப5,ையஆSடெசsகைஸேதா:க6Lதா$. Pேர+க

ைவ>ராcடனான ேபா"I, ச0,ர5Bத@ ெவ:Z ெப:றதாகL ெத"PறF. இ;,7I, 

இVவV+5)இைடேய சமாதான) ஏ:பCடF, ப,J+5 500 யாைனக&,

• He Defeated Seleucus, who ruled over the area west of the Indus. In the war with the 

Greek viceroy, Chandragupta seems to have come out victorious. Eventually, there was 

peace between the two and in return for 500 elephants



• சமண RIகv@ப6, ச0,ர5Bத ெமௗ"யா சமணLைத ஏ:;+ெகாSடா$ ம:;)

aரவணெபலேகாலா (ைமo$அVேக) மைலகd+5q ெச@; சIேலகானா (ெமFவான

பC6[யாI மரண)) ெச/தா$.

• According to Jain texts, Chandragupta Maurya adopted Jainism and went to the hills of 

Shravanabelagola (near Mysore) and committed Sallekhana (death by slow starvation).



Bindusara :6;சாரா (297 – 273 BCE)

• Pேர+க அZஞ$களாIஅ'CேராேகC> (எ,"கைளஅKBபவ$) எ@;)

அைழ+கBபTPறா$, அேத சமய) மகாபாaயா அவைரஅ'Lரகதா (எ,"கைள+

ெகா@றவ$) எ@;5ZB_TPறF.

• Also known as Amitrochates (destroyer of foes) by the Greek scholars while the 

Mahabhasya refers to him as Amitraghata (killer of enemies). 



• _0Fசார$ அர_+கடJ+5)வ4காளW"5டா(+5)இைடBபCட gலLைத

ைகBப:Zனா$.

• Bindusara conquered the land between the Arabian sea and the Bay of Bengal.

• 17 ஆ)R:றாS6@YLத மத வரலா:ைற எh,ய ,ெபL,ய FறW தாராநாதா

n;Pறா$.

• The Tibetan monk who wrote a 17th-century history of Buddhism, Taranatha, states 

that.



• அ34ேயாகY (TAய ம>னe) N3Fசாரா5>அரசைவ@# lமmசைஸ

nதராக அoMNனாe.

• Antiochus (Syrian king) sent Deimachus as an ambassador to Bindusara’s 

court.



• _0Fசார$ ஆxவக) _"WI ேச$0தா$ எ@; ந)பBபTPறF.

• It is believed that Bindusara joined the Ajivika sect.

• ஆxவக)_"Wன$ _0Fசா"ட) தனFமக@அேசாக"@ எ,$கால மகLFவLைதB

ப:Z i$+கத"சன)nZய ஒV ேஜா]ய+காரைன+ 5ZB_TPறா$.

• The Ajivika sect mentions a fortune-teller who prophesied to Bindusara about his son 

Ashoka’s future greatness.



• PQ 273 இI_0Fசார"@ மரணL,:5B _ற5 நா@5வVடவா"m ேமாதI ஏ:பCடF. 

_0Fசார$ தனF மக@ m]மாைவ தன+5B _@வரWV)_னா$. ராதா5Bதா எ@ற

ம0,"7@உதWcட@ 99 சேகாதர$கைள+ ெகா@ற _ற5, அேசாக$ (_0Fசார"@ மக@) 

அ"யைணையB ெப:றா$.

• There was a four-year succession conflict after the death of Bindusara in 273 BCE. 

Bindusara wanted his son Susima to succeed him. With the help of a minister named 

Radhagupta and after killing 99 brothers, Ashoka acquired the throne.



அேசாக<  Ashoka (268 – 232 BCE)

• அேசாக$ எIலா காலL,J)'கq ]ற0த ம@ன$கvI ஒVவராக இV0தா$, ேமJ)

அவரF கIெவCTக&zல) தனFம+கdட@ ேநர6L ெதாட$ைபB ேப{யQதI

ஆC]யாளராக+ கVதBபTPறா$.

• Ashoka was one of the greatest kings of all times, and is regarded as the first ruler to 

maintain direct contact with his people through his inscriptions. 



• _0Fசார"@ஆC]7@ ேபாFஅேசாக$ த+jலா ம:;) உ|ைஜ[7@ (Q+Pயமாக

வ{க நடவ6+ைககைள+ைகயாd) நகர4க&) ஆdந$ இV0தா$.

• Ashoka had been the Viceroy of Taxila and Ujjain (cities that mainly handled commercial 

activities) during the reign of Bindusara.



Mauryan Empire


