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= Angutara Nikaya, a Buddhist scripture mentions 16 great kingdoms or
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Mahajanapadas at the beginning of the 6thia.
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e Aryans were the most powerful tribes and were called ‘Janas’. This gave rise to the

cople’” and Pada means ‘foot’.
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16 Mahajanapadas - sreesTLigLD

* Kasi * 51

e Kosala * GHTFGVLD
* Anga * DIEISLD

» Magadha * LESLD
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16 Mahajanapadas - wwsrwerLig L)

* Malla

* Chedi/Cheti
* Vatsa

* Kuru
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16 Mahajanapadas - LD&TY6BTLISLD

* Matsya

e Surasena/Shurasena
e Assaka /Ag%
* Avanti

e Gandhara

e Kamboja

LDG FUILD
@ T GFGTLD

GV LD LD

<2/ @IBG)
&H b TTLD

HLOCGLITELD



Gargmeud LopmID LOEHFTT BFSE@HSG Q)L U6V 9 epauds Y
Y VOVHET LOFHTGSTLIHT 9GO LD b D) (5SS

Ashavaka or Assaka Mahajanapada was located between the

rivers Godavari and Manjira.
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* The four Mahajanapadas — Magadha, Kosala, Avanti and Vatsa were vying

T

for supremacy from the 6th century BCE to the 4th cenw__\_,
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Finally, Magadha emerged victorious and was able to gain

sovereignty. It became the most powerful state in ancient India
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Magadha is situated in modern Bihar. Jarasandha, who was a

descendant of Brihadratha, founded the empire in Magadha.



Haryanka dynasty emfluisisr erbgid(c. 544 — 413 BCE)

e Bimbisara /

Ajatashatru
Udayin
Anirudha
Munda
Darshaka

Nagadasaka

544-491 BCE S\ J)

491-461 BCE
461-428 BCE
428-419 BCE
419-417 BCE
417-415 BCE
415-413 BCE
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* Bimbisara is considered the main founder of the third ruling dynasty of the

Magadha, Haryanka dynasty. W

e |Initially, the capital was
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* He conquered the Anga kingdornh and made his son Ajathasathru the

governor of Anga. (Chellana, GlFevevestt, a Licchavi Princess) daughter of

Jain king Chetaka, from Vaishali.
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* He forcefully took over the kingdom of Magadha from his father

and imprisoned him.
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two war equipments used (invented) by Ajatshatru against Licchhavis.
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e He convened the First Buddhist Council at R@ter the
death of Buddha in 483 BCE @
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Son of Ajatasatru.
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Shifted the capital to Pataliputra (Patna).

He was killed at the behest of Palaka, the king of Avanti.




Shishunaga dynasty &#p1s eubais (c. 413 — 345 BCE)

* Shishunaga 413-395 BCE

* Kalashoka " 395-377 BCE
* Kshemadharman 377-365 BCE
* Kshatraujas 365-355 BCE
* Nandivardhana 355-349 BCE

@ 349-345 BCE



Sisunaga
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* He was the viceroy of Kasi before becoming king of Magadha.

* The capital was at Girivaraja. Later shifted the capital t¢
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Kalashoka &revGaursr
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Son of Sisunaga. Also known as

Kalasoka shifted the capital to Pz




Kalashoka &revGaursr
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He conducted the Second Buddhist Council at Vai@
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He was killed in a palace revolution that brought the Narfda dynasty to the

throne.



Nanda Empire - 555 Guigrs (c. 345 — 322 BCE)

D

R S
e Mahapadma Nano% 345-340 BCE \ W
. Dhana Nanda 330-322 BCE /
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* This was the first non-Kshatriya dynasty
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He is called the “first historical emperor of India.”

He murdered Kalasoka to become the king.




<eud " Fiou smayg AupssT (Yoarsa wugPAwisemaryd 9flgsaid) wpmih "618rs"

DM oM GO, LD ()T TFTHEH T ; € 2 ; r
(Lopm < /@/g_%b@ @)oTaugsFs 21055 @G @ewpwresTenLn) eTaTMILD

9D LPSEHLILIRG DT,

He is also called “Sarva Kashtriyantaka” (destroyer of all the Kshatriyas) and “Ekrat”

reign who destroyed all other ruling princes).




Dhana Nanda
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Mauryan Empire

FBSIGLIS Guoarfur <~
SpgemgT (297 - 273 BCE,~
oGz (Rap 268 —232)
Chandragupta Maurya
Bindusara (297 — 273 BCE
Ashoka (268 — 232 BCE)



In 326 BCE when Alexander enter@he
Indian subcontinent after defeating the Persians,
heé ruler of Taxila, surrendered and

/
accepted the suzerainty of Alexander. The
most famous of Alexander’s encounters was W
with Porus, ruler of the region betwe g //
two armies met in the battle of
Hydaspes in which Porus was imprisoned. ~
Later, impressed by the Poruss dignity,

Alexander restored his throne on the condition
of accepting his suzerainty. His battle-weary
soldiers refused to march further. Alexander
did not want to proceed against the reluctance
of his army. During his return, Alexander died
of a mysterious fever in Babylon.




Mauryan Empire

Contemporary accounts by Greek
historians show that Chandragupta was a youth
living in Taxila when Alexander invaded India.
Greek historians have recorded his name as
“Sandrakottus” or “Sandrakoptus”, which are
evidently modified forms of Chandragupta.
Inspired by Alexander; Chandragupta led
a revolt against the Nandas years later and
overthrew them. ‘Chandragupta achieved it
either by inciting the people to rise against
an unpopular monarch, or by soliciting their
support _in>overthrowing an unpopular king.
Chandragupta established the Mauryan Empire
and became its first emperor in 321 BCE.



Maurya Empire
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% Main capital

* Other city

1 Pillar edi pillar of Ashoka

= Major roc@l of Ashoka

© Minor ro ct of Ashoka
cription
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* The Mauryan dynasty was founded by Chandragupta Maurya (324/321- 297 BCE)
who conquered almost the whole of the north, the north-west and a large region of

Peninsular India.
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Indica of Megasthenes and edicts issued by Ashoka
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Hema Chandra’s Parishishta Parvan establishes Chandragupta’s connection with Jainism.
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* The literary sources like Arthashastra of Kautilya, consisting of 15 books (Adhikaranas),
summarizes the political thoughts of Chandragupta Maurya’s chief minister, Kautilya,

also known as Chanakya
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» Vishakhadatta’s Mudrarakshasa (from the 5th century CE) is a historical drama that

describes the clever machinations of Chanakya against Chandragupta’s enemies.



Chandragupta Maurya #p@ 5L Owerflug
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* Justin, a Greek writer, says that Chandragupta Maurya overran the whole of India with an

army of 600,000.
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* He Defeated Seleucus, who ruled over the area west of the Indus. In the war with the
Greek viceroy, Chandragupta seems to have come out victorious. Eventually, there was

peace between the two and in return for 500 elephants



*  FLOGWT BIVSNGTLIL, FEBTGHLIS OLoaTH T FLOGHISE®S GIDMIS0)H TGSTL_ T LoD MILD
apralestol LI CsTeur (nio@ T oy hCs) Lewevs@rs@d ClFearn FebCGevamest (6)Log e mes
L 19 eflwimed ogewtid) C\Fuism.

* According to Jain texts, Chandragupta Maurya adopted Jainism and went to the hills of

Shravanabelagola (near Mysore) and committed Sallekhana (death by slow starvation).



Bindusara 19msgamym (297 — 273 BCE)
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* Also known as Amitrochates (destroyer of foes) by the Greek scholars while the

Mahabhasya refers to him as Amitraghata (killer of enemies).
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Bindusara conquered the land between the Arabian sea and the Bay of Bengal.
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The Tibetan monk who wrote a 17th-century history of Buddhism, Taranatha, states

that.
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Antiochus (Syrian king) sent Deimachus as an ambassador to Bindusara’s

court.
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It is believed that Bindusara joined the Ajivika sect.
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The Ajivika sect mentions a fortune-teller who prophesied to Bindusara about his son

Ashoka’s future greatness.
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* There was a four-year succession conflict after the death of Bindusara in 273 BCE.
Bindusara wanted his son Susima to succeed him. With the help of a minister named

Radhagupta and after killing 99 brothers, Ashoka acquired the throne.



<9 CFrasg Ashoka (268 — 232 BCE)
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* Ashoka was one of the greatest kings of all times, and is regarded as the first ruler to

maintain direct contact with his people through his inscriptions.
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Ashoka had been the Viceroy of Taxila and Ujjain (cities that mainly handled commercial

activities) during the reign of Bindusara.



Theedicts of Ashoka thus
constitute the most concrete
source of information about
the Mauryan Empire. There
are 33 edicts comprising 14
Major Rock Edicts, 2 known
as Kalinga edicts, 7 Pillar Edicts, some Minor
Rock Edicts and a few Minor Pillar Inscriptions.
The Major Rock Edicts extend from Kandahar
in Afghanistan, Shahbazgarhi and Mansehra in
north-west Pakistan to Uttarakhand district in
the north, Gujarat and Maharashtra in the west,
Odisha in the east and as farsouth as Karnataka
and Kurnool district in Andhra Pradesh. Minor
Pillar Inscriptions have been found as far north
as Nepal (near Lumbini). The edicts were written
mostly in the Brahmi script and in Magadhi
and Prakrit. The Kandahar inscriptions are in
Greek and Aramaic, while the two inscriptions
in north-west Pakistan are in Kharosthi script.




