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Gupta Empire gL Guirs

= After the Mauryan Empire, many small states appeared and fell. It was the Gupta state that emerged
as a major force and politically united the large part of the subcontinent. As it was strengthened into

a strong state at the Centre, many states were under its domination.
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Sources FrarmiFHar

There are three types of sources for reconstructing the history of the Gupta period.
|. Literary sources

Il. Epigraphical Sources

Ill.  Numismatic Sources
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Literary sources Qgradelwed Fnesimisar

Narada, Vishnu, Brihaspati and

—

Katyayana smritis.

Kamandaka’s Nitisara, a work on polity addressed to the king (400 CE)

Devichandraguptam and Mudrarakshasam by Vishakadutta

B1050, leayewl, LBsevLS), $M15WTLETT avLO(5S)%aT

9 TF(5S % Famieug CLITSTN TLPSLILIL (B QTAT HTLOBSHSTHIT bBFTILY 6TGSD S (HLD

#1301 (GOm0, 400) ﬁrf d d(b %

NF15555H 61 CHFBB TG LISLD, (LPSTTITTL FFLD

i ) Gualos




Literary sources Qgradelwed Fnesimsar

Buddhist and Jaina texts
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Works of Kalidasa /\
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Accounts of the Chinese traveller @
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Epigraphical Sources @%@-ﬁé—ﬁ@@[;@
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Mehrauli Iron Pillar inscription — achievements of Chandragupta I. \/

Bhitari Pillar Inscription of Skandagupta\./\

Ooab Crmed) @) (BLoLS gTest sanblai” (B) - (LS TLD F[bF) TG LIS HGIT F1g 60 6T HeH 6T

GDISF .
o355 GLsNT 5T gresT 566 et () /



Epigraphical Sources @ owa&ws Fraimisar

= Allahabad Pillar inscription — describing Samudragupta’s personality and achievements in 33

lines composed by Harisena and engraved in Sanskrit in Nagari script.
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Numismatic Sources prewrw <y g rrmIS 6T

= Gold, silver and copper coins issued by Gupta rulers.
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Sri Gupta is considered to be the founder of the Gupta dynasty. He is believed to have
reigned over parts of present-day Bengal and Bihar.
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Ghatotkacha £G_ngsgi

= He was succeeded by his son Ghatotkacha. Both are mentioned as Maharajas in

inscriptions.
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Chandragupta | @wpsemd 55 0@LIS5H

Chandragupta | married Kumaradevi of the famous and powerful Lichchhavi family.
Having gained the support of this family, Chandragupta could eliminate various small
states in northern India and crown himself the monarch of a larger kingdom
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