
UNIT – 4 HISTORY GUPTA EMPIRE



CLASS TOPIC
1 INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION

2 VEDIC PERIOD

3 BUDDHISM & JAINISM

4 MAGADHAS & MAURYAS

5 GUPTA EMPIRE

6 DELHI SULTANS

7 VIJAYNAGAR & BAHMANI 

8 MUGHALS

9 MARATHAS

10 SOUTH INDIAN KINGDOM 1



CLASS TOPIC

11 SOUTH INDIAN KINGDOM 2

12 SOUTH INDIAN KINGDOM 3



§ After the Mauryan Empire, many small states appeared and fell. It was the Gupta state that emerged 

as a major force and politically united the large part of the subcontinent. As it was strengthened into 

a strong state at the Centre, many states were under its domination.

§ ெமௗ$ய& ேபரர*+,& -.ன0, பல *2அர4க6 ேதா.9யவா2;<=>தவா2;இ@>தன. ,&த0

அர4தா. ஒ@ ெப@; சCDயாக உ@வாF, GைணCகJடLD.ெப$ய ப,Dையஅர*யMNDயாக

ஒ.9ைணLதG. மLDOMஒ@வPவானஅரசாக வP&ெப+றதாM, பலஅர4க6அத.ஆDCகLD. S=

இ@>தன.

Gupta Empire  !"த" ேபரர'



There are three types of sources for reconstructing the history of the Gupta period.

I. Literary sources

II. Epigraphical Sources

III. Numismatic Sources

!"த$க&'வரலா,ைற ம0க1டைம3க4'0வைகயானஆதார8க9 உ9ளன

I. ெதா$%ய$ சா()க+

II. இல./ய0 சா()க+

III. நாணயஆதார5க+

Sources  சா#$க&



§ Narada, Vishnu, Brihaspati and

§ Katyayana smritis.

§ Kamandaka’s Nitisara, a work on polity addressed to the king (400 CE)

§ Devichandraguptam and Mudrarakshasam by Vishakadutta

§ நாரத$, =>?, @AகBபD, காEயாயன$BFADக9

§ அரசA3!3 I0வJ ேபா'0 எMத"ப1N9ள காமOதகாP' QDசாரR எ'ற தAம

சாEDரR (ெபா.ஆ. 400) 

§ =சாகதEதP' ேத=சODர!"தR, TEராரா1சசR

Literary sources ெதா$%ய$ சா()க+
  



§ Buddhist and Jaina texts

§ UEத, சமணஇல3Xய8க9

§ Works of Kalidasa

§ கா&தாச$ பைட"Uக9

§ Accounts of the Chinese traveller Fahien

§ இரYடாR சODர!"த$ காலEDZஇODயா=,!வAைக தOத [ன" பய\

பா]யா'!^"Uக9

Literary sources ெதா$%ய$ சா()க+
  



Epigraphical Sources இல./ய0 சா()க+ 

§ Mehrauli Iron Pillar inscription – achievements of Chandragupta I.

§ Bhitari Pillar Inscription of Skandagupta.

§ ெம_ேரா`இARUEaYகZெவ1N -TதலாR சODர!"தP' சாதைனகைள

!^3XறJ. 

§ BகOத !"தP'@தாPaYகZெவ1N



§ Allahabad Pillar inscription – describing Samudragupta’s personality and achievements in 33 

lines composed by Harisena and engraved in Sanskrit in Nagari script.

§ அலகாபாEaYகZெவ1N சTEDர!"தP'ஆ1b, அவரJஆcைம, சாதைனக9

ஆXயவ,ைறஇJ=ள3!XறJ. இதைன" ெபா^Eதவ$ஹPேசன$. இJ 33 வPக&Z நாகP

வPவeவEDZ சமBXAதEDZ எMத"ப1N9ளJ.

Epigraphical Sources இல./ய0 சா()க+ 



Numismatic Sources   நாணயஆதார5க+ 

§ Gold, silver and copper coins issued by Gupta rulers.

§ !"தஅரச$களாZ ெவ&fட"ப1ட த8க, ெவ9&, ெச"U நாணய8க9



• Sri Gupta is considered to be the founder of the Gupta dynasty. He is believed to have 

reigned over parts of present-day Bengal and Bihar. 

• !"தஅரச வRசEைத g0=யவ$h!"த$ என3 கAத"பNXறா$. அவ$ த,ேபாைதய

வ8காளR, iகா$ ப!DகைளஆYடதாக3 கAத"பNXறJ. 



§ He was succeeded by his son Ghatotkacha. Both are mentioned as Maharajas in 

inscriptions.

§ @'ன$இவAைடய மக' கேடாEகஜ$ அரச" பத=ேய,றா$. கZெவ1Nக&Zஇவ$க9

இAவAேம மகாராஜா எ'ேற !^"@ட"ப1N9ளன$

Ghatotkacha கேடா8கஜ: 



Chandragupta I  'தலா* ச+,ர./த0

§ Chandragupta I married Kumaradevi of the famous and powerful Lichchhavi family. 

Having gained the support of this family, Chandragupta could eliminate various small 

states in northern India and crown himself the monarch of a larger kingdom

§ TதலாR சODர!"த$, Uகkெப,ற, வ`ைமF!Oத '`lசா=' அரச !NRபEைதl ேச$Oத

!மாரேத=ையமணOதா$. இ3!NRபED'ஆதரேவாNவடஇODயl b,றரmக9

பலவ,ைறஇவ$ ெவ,^ெகாYN, ஒA ேபரரb'TeயரசராகE த'ைனTe

o1e3ெகாYடா$. சODர!"தராZ ெவ&fட"ப1டைவ என3 கAத"பNR
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