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EDITORIAL

THE "SILENT MAJORITY,"
IMPARTIAL OR APATHETIC?

There is a term used in the social and behavioral
sciences that is quite telling. The term "silent
majority" in many communities describes a sad reality.
In most communities a majority of the people do not

get 1nvolved with primary 1ssues and decisions
concerning their own community.

The "silent majority” is not interested in attending
the children’s school and P.T.A. meetings to express
an opinion.

The "silent majority” does not have the time to
learn about the records of candidates for state or
local elections, nor the time to vote.

The "silent majority” does not care to try to
improve television programming by contacting the
stations.

The "silent majority” always has a thousand better

things to do with time and money than trying to help
the community.

But facing this silent majority, there 1S a minority
that not only finds the time, energy, and interest, but
also gives up from sleep, well-being, and savings to
work for a cause it believes in.

This minority, that is seen and heard everywhere,
1s the "active minority." The active minority usually

gets 1ts way because 1t 1s seldom challenged by the
ma jority.

Unfortunately, in our community the "silent
majority” 1s a great majority and is extremely silent.
Many of us sit passively by and, although we may be
concerned, physically do nothing about the future of
our children and community, or about the preservation
of our wonderful moral and social values. Most of us
feel that one i1ndividual can not influence his/her
environment. Most of us believe that neither our
positive actions can benefit the community, nor our
negative behavior can bring any harm. Most of us
assume that our staying out late, our gambling, and
our disrespect for other communities 1s not a bad

example for our children and will not hurt us in any
way. We find a thousand reasons to not participat¢

in any cultural or community activity; not even in
community elections.

This "passiveness”, of course, is a natural reaction
for a community that has evolved in a non-democratic
society and then placed in democratic one. Such
communities habitually refrain from expressing their
opinion or getting involved with community issues.
This tendency could also be attributed to a

community’s "shyness,” or its unawareness about ways
to express its opinion.

Specially at these times, the leaderships of most
communities in the world need the feedback and
opinions of the people, to be able to make the right
decisions. But these opinions must be expressed in
order to be heard. If we fail to make our feelings

and opinions known, we only have ourselves to blame.

There are always plenty of excuses we can use for
being passive. We should try to get these excuses
out of our vocabulary. Let us never say "its none of
my business,” or "why should I waste my time and
energy.” Let us never say "one vote will not make a
difference,” or "whatever happens will happen.”" Let

us never say "why should I help?" or "let the others
take care of it..."

We must cultivate in ourselves the belief that
every opinion counts; that every effort will lead to
success; that every step we take i1n the right direction
will bring us one step closer to triumph; that every
dream that we pursue will unlock a new door; and,

finally, that every article we write will awaken a new
mind.

Hoping for a more active, concerned, and aware
community.
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SHAARE TOVA BOARD REPORT

After numerous sessions which were held with the
cooperation of the members of the Joint Board
(Shaare Tova & Great Neck) and a number of
interested young individuals, a new set of by-laws has
been carefully prepared for the Central Board of the
New York Mashadi Community. The final stages of
the process are being completed soon, and after
ratification by the Board it will be placed for a
public referendum by the end of December.

According to the new by-laws, election dates
should be announced two months prior to the actual
time. Therefore, the election for the Central Board
will hopefully be held towards the end of Febr:uary or
the beiginning of March 1992. At that' time gll
matters concerning charity and all community affal_rs
as well as the construction of the new Synagogue In
Great Neck will become the responsibility of the
Central Board. Shaare Tova Board and t!le
Great Neck Board will only be in charge of affairs

related to their respective synagogues. Writing a
suitable set of by-laws is a very important tas_k. If
the foundation of any structure is secure it t_wll not
encounter any problems in the future. Unity and
togetherness of our community will remain strong no
matter where they live.

The construction of the Old-Age home in Herzelia
is near completion, and it will become operational_ _by
the summer of 1992. Some pictures of the facilities
are printed in this issue. It is necessary to point out
that, with the exception of the funds that were
approved by the community and paid by Shaare Tova
Synagogue, all proceeds that have been sent to Israel
for this project have been collected by way of
donations to dedicate a room, a hall, the synagogue or
other parts of the complex. A complete report will
appear in later issues of Megillah. All the members
of our community are encouraged to become a part of

this charitable cause. Shaare Tova Board

Abdolrahi Etessami

Old-Age Home building under construction in Herzelia
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SISTERHOOD REPORT

By: Janet Etessami

Bat Mitzvah Class

Bat Mitzvah classes are to be held every week for
girls who will be participating in this year’s

Bat Mitzvah ceremony.

Exercise Classes

Exercise classes for ladies are organized and are
held every Tuesday and every Thursday from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. These classes are held in various

residences in Long Island.

Due to popular demand, two more classes are
being added to the schedule which will be held on
Wednesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. and Mondays from
10 a.m. to 11 a.m., starting in January. The
Wednesday session will be held in a rented
gymnasium due to the limited space in residential

locations. Those interested may register for more
than one class.

Basketball

The sisterhood’s Basketball classes for young adults
are being held as usual. The teams will be able to
enter the leagues for competition.

Visit to Radio City Music Hall

A visit to the Radio City Music Hall in Manhattan
was organized for the elderly on December 18. A

tour of the city and sight-seeing was included in the
program.

Chanukah Carnival

The Mashadi Sisterhood held a Chanukah carnival
for children on Sunday December 8. Many interesting
booths were prepared for the enjoyment and
amusement of children. Prizes were awarded to many
children. Plenty of food (hot dogs and hamburgers)
were available by vendors. Children enjoyed a great
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day of fun and celebrated Channukah by lighting
candles. The program concluded with singing
Chanukah songs by the Talmud Torah students.

Congratulations

The Mashadi Sisterhood would like to congratulate
Ms. Rachel Kamali for being the guest of honor at
the Hadassah Organization’s IMA luncheon. This
event was made possible by the ladies of Hadassah as
well as many ladies from the Sisterhood.

Ballet Classes

Ballet classes are attracting many young girls from
the ages of 4 to 13 in Shaare Tova complex. In
addition, classes will also be held for young girls at
the Great Neck School of Dance. For more
information please contact the Sisterhood.

! il
The Sisterhood would like to thank the following

girls for helping with the Shabbat morning program.
Their help is greatly appreciated.

1- Avital Aminoff

2- Tania Dilamani
3- Ronit Ebrani

4- Nazila Enayatian 17- Jasmin Livi

53— Ziva Ghodsi 18- Lily Namdar

6- Farahnaz Ghassabian  19- Tara Namdar

7- Bianca Hakimi 20- Tina Namdar

8- Roya Hakimian 21- Katherine Nassimi
9- Shiva Hakimian 22- Desireh Nemati
10- Azy Kamali 23- Dorit Siouni

11- Natalie Karmely 24- Rebecca Siyance
12- Jennifer Kordevani 25— Sanaz Zar

13- Sherry Kordevani 26- Bertha Zarneghian

14- Monica Khoshlessan
15- Anat Koren
16- Emilia Levian

January 1992




YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

By: Bernard Livi

Treasure hunt
On Sunday November 10, 1991, 52 young members

of our community in 13 groups of 4 set out for a
search of the treasure that was hidden some place In
the New York area. The teams had to follow the
clues that were placed in specific places like the local
restaurants and retail establishments to lead them to

the treasure.

This program was the first such activity for the
youth and the participants enjoyed a great day of fun
and adventure with their friends. The team of
Shahrokh Haghighat, Michael Kamali, Niki Kamali
and Payman Rafinia reached the final clue first and

claimed the treasure.

Party of the year

In a recent meeting of the Youth Committee it was
decided that limited amount of alcohol be served at
the Party of the Year on Dec. 31. This exception 1s
only made for this particular party, and the
no-alcohol policy of the Youth Committee remains in
effect for all the other activities of the youth that are

organized by this committee.

Culture Club

The Culture Club programs that were organized
for the past few months included a visit to the Jewish
Museum and the New York City Opera in October.
At the New York City Opera the Culture Club
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members enjoyed a performance of La Bohem by
Puccini.

Social Trends

In two meetings with the youth of our community
that was organized by the Youth Committee and
moderated by Mr. Nassim Bassalian. Many i1deas and
suggestions were collected on social issues. These
topics will be discussed in a separate meeting with the
parents. Details of the meeting are reported in
Community News section.

Trip to Spain

In 1992, Jewish communities throughout the world
will commemorate 500 years since the expulsion of the
Jews trom Spain. The Mashadi Youth Committee is
sponsoring a trip to Spain from December 24, 1991 to
January 2, 1992. This trip is organized by
Dor Hemshech, a division of the world Zionist
Organization. Eight young members of our
community will take part in this event, and will visit
historical sitcs in Madrid, Toledo, Cordova, Grenada,
Malaga and Gibraltor. A complete report of this
expedition will appear in the next issue of Megillah.

Youth Concert

The Higher Education Committee’s Youth Concert
was held on Oct. 20, 1991 in the Shaare Tova
Ballroom. Report of the program will appear in the
reports of Higher Education Committee.

Megillah

COMMUNITY NEWS
Status Of Lands In Israel

Megillah has received a letter from the Shaare Tova
Board, by Mr. Abdolrahim Etessami, which is printed
below in its entirety:

Mashadi Youth Committee-Editorial Staff of Megillah:

In the last issue of Megillah the report of the
activities of the Board of Directors of the Mashadi
Community of London was published in which the
author, Mr. Aaron Karimzadeh, reported the activities
of the youth, and the efforts to establish a synagogue.
It i1s our wish that they are successful in this endeavor
as we believe that the existence of a synagogue just
for the Mashadi Community of London is beneficial
to the future of the youth and will help prevent
marriages outside the community.

However, the obligations of the previous Board
towards the old-age home in Israel must be fulfilled
and the task that was pioneered by the London
Community will hopefully reach its completion soon.

It 1s necessary to point out that there are some
inaccuracies in the numbers presented by
Mr. Karimzadeh. The total amount paid by the
London Community as of today is $331.327. In
addition, a sum of $100,000 has been contributed by
the ladies, dedicating the Television Hall and the
Cafeteria on the ground floor of the old-age home

which will be recognized with plaques that will be
installed.

Concerning the two lots of land, as of today the
ownership of only one lot has been transferred to the
Central Board of Tel-Aviv. This lot has been sold
and the total amount of proceeds after all the taxes
has been $600,000. It is necessary to point out that
the above mentioned land was first brought to the
attention of the Shaare Tova Board at a meeting in

1984 by Mr. Joseph Ebrahimoff. Even though he
interested to transfer the ownership of this land to
Shaare Tova Board, it was decided to transfer it
the Tel-Aviv Central Board. An attorney w
obtained for this purpose, and the power of attori
was collected from all the lawful heirs to t
property in the United States and England with |
verification of the Israeli consulate. The ownership

the land was then transferred to the Tel-Aviv Cent
Board.

At the time, when this transfer was in progress, |
i1ssue of purchasing a piece of land for 1t
construction of the old-age home had not yet be
raised, and nothing had been done in that respect.

The Central Board of Tel-Aviv was now |
lawful owner of the land and did not need to |
permission for selling it. But since the central Bo:
of Tel-Aviv has always been respectful to o
traditions, they obtained the written consents

Mr. Henry Azizollahoff, Mr. Isaac Ebrahimoff, a
Mr. Yusef Lavian before they sold the property.

With regards to the second piece of land that w
mentioned above, this lot was registered under t
name of late Akbar Ghassab who had either boug
the land from the Board or held it as a collater
Unfortunately, the son of Mr. Akbar Ghassab pass
away a few months ago. The lawful heirs are |
three sisters since he had no other children. This la
1S not registered under the London Board and t
ownership cannot be transferred to anyone else.

We hope that the youth of London will find the
explanations helpful. We wish them continued succe
in the future.

Shaare Tova Boa
Abdolrahim Etessa

New Community By-Laws

Two years ago, by the initiative of a benevolent
member of our community, seven young individuals
who had been active in community affairs and
familiar with the new environment, set out to write a
new set of by-laws that would be more suitable to
serve a growing community.

Our community has been growing ever sicne it
immigrated to the United States. Because of time
constraints, the Board of Directors that was organized
out of necessity, adopted the by-laws of the existing
congregations with minor changes.

As time passes, it was becoming clear that the
current by-laws were not adequate for our growing
community, and a new embodying set of by-laws, in
accordance with our traditions, was necessary to
establish a Central Board and its various committees.

It 1s neccessary to point out that the existing Boar
had in two occasions set out to write such a new s
of by-laws which unfortunately did not produce an
results.

The group of seven young people started thei
talk, with the help of G-d, on January 2, 1990. Th

group started 1its research in the frame work of basi
priciples of our religion with Sephardic Halachot, an
the Mashadi traditions which were not inconsisten
with the civil laws of the United States. In writin
the new by-laws, a model set of by-laws used b
Jewish organizations and books on organization an
parliamentary priciples were studied, and attorney
expert on the subject were consulted.

After nearly fifty, four-hour sessions that wer:
held regularly at homes and places at work whicl

oy
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TALMUD TORAH REPORT
By: Mr. Haroun Kohanim

HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE

REPORT
By: Farrokh Dilmanian, Ph.D.

were often continued until late hours, a new set of
by-laws was written. All along,lthe suggcstllimg ang
ions of opinionated people were seeked an _
g})si?lrszgctl in the neI:Jct meeting. e The Talmud Torah Committee of Grgat Neck asks |
the parents to pay attention to the following: ] A1 L | : |
The Higher Education Committee’s first Children’s
Concert was held on Saturday evening, November 16th
at the Shaare Tova Ballroom. The program of the
evening’s performances is reprinted below.
Eventhough the Saturday night time was inconvenient
for many, over 450 people, including about 200
children, attended this event. The program was
prepared with the help of Mrs. Honey Ebrani and
Mrs. Tania Carmili, who also jointly acted as masters
of ceremony. The dance part of the program was
prepared by Mrs. Lily Siouni. At the conclusion of
the program, four of our community children’s music

and dance teachers, who were present, were

In regards to the synagogues, there ‘were fm_lr
meetings with the Gabbaim and the principals in
charge of the religious affairs of the community.
Using their valuable experience, the obllgathns and
responsibilities of the synagogues and their directors

were specified.

1) Please drop off your children right on time:
Sundays 9:55 AM
Wednesdays 4:25 PM

2) Please pick up your children right on time after
you park your cars.

Sundays

Wednesdays

11:55 AM
6:25 PM

The complete version of the new by-laws was now
ready to be presented to the Board of Directors. ﬁ.md
since the members of the joint Board (including
Long Island) realized the inadequacies of the existing
by-laws, they took advantage of the new written
by-laws and began to study its contents with interest.

3) Make sure that students bring the necessary
items like sidurs, books, notebooks, kippa, etc.

The new by-laws have been reviewed in many
sessions with a few interested members of the Bqard,
It is our wish that by the time this issue of Megillah
is printed, the new by-laws are ready to be _prcsemed
to the whole community, so that everyone will have a
chance to study it in detail.

The new by-laws will be included on lhe_ agel_lda at
the Board for discussion, after which, it will 'bc
placed for a public referendum. Th_c community
members will have a chance to study 1t and express

their opinion.

In the next issue of Megillah more information
will be available on the development and the results
of the public referendum.

¢ © © 0 0
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4) Do not interrupt the classes. If you would like
to meet with the teachers to discuss your children’s

activities, please contact the office to make the
arrangements.

5) If you want to pick up your children before the
end of classes, make surc you notify the office in

advance.

6) Do not pick up any other children besides your
own, unless you notify the office and the other

student’s parents.

7) If you want to celebrate the birthday party of
your children in the classes, please notify the office
before. We are able to make the arrangements for
you. If you want to have the birthday party outside,
please do not have it during the school hours.

8) Bring your children to the classes regularly.
Always be informed about their Hebrew school
activities.

If you have any suggestions or any questions,
please contact the office during the school hours at

(516) 773-6649.
Thank you

Report of Talmud Torah of Queens

We are happy to report that the Talmud Torah of
Queens has been very successful this year. The
number of children has greatly increased and the

classes are well attended. The parents are supportive
and help out a lot in the office. We have a latest

addition to our regular 5 classes, thanks to
Mr. Michael Arfa Kohen, who has joined our
Talmud Torah as a teacher for our boys for the Torah
Parashah reading and the "Teamim.” He also teaches
boys on Shabbat Mornings after services.

Our children gave a beautiful performance on
Chanukah, at the Sisterhood’s Carnival.

Regular parent/teacher conferences are planned for

the near future.

Megillah

introduced to the audience and thanked with a gift of
flowers. These four teachers were Mrs. Baslew,
Mrs. Monasebian, Mrs. Roya Cohen, and Mrs. Amy

Green. All the performers of the program were
awarded a framed honorary certificate.

Youth Concert:

This year’s Youth Concert (a program with older
performers), which has been delayed a few times in
the past months, will take place on Sunday
February, 16, 1992. All those who are interested to
perform in this program and have not been contacted
yet are urged to contact Mrs. Tania Carmili or
Mrs. Honey Ebrani as soon as possible. The program,
which will be performed by youth over 13 years of
age, will include music, dance and a comedy play.

Bible Contest:

For the past few years the Higher Education
Committee has been sponsoring the first part of the
National Bible Contest exam for the youth of our
community. This test is the first stage of selection of
competitors in the World Bible Contest, held every
year on Israel’s Independence Day in Jerusalem in the
presence of Israel’s President, Prime Minister and
Chief Rabbis. This year, the first part of this exam
will be held on Sunday, February 23rd at 9:00 a.m. at

Shaare Tova Synagogue. For more information please
contact Danniel Koren or Farrokh Dilmanian.

Number 35,

CONGREGATION SHAARE TOVA
MASHADI YOUTH COMMITTEE
Mashadi Cultural & Educational Committee
Al SHaand 5 K yi Gaag
Preseats © 4. a5
First Mashadi Children's Concert PEVEVREE [PUN SR GO
Saturday might, November 16, 1991: Cheshvan 26, 5752
Shaarc Tova Ballroom

PROGRAM
I- The National Anthem: Hooman Yaghuticl

- Welcome: Mrs. Tania Carmili

3- Piano: Burmuller's "L*Arabsquc®, Evelyn Dil

4- Piano: "Ode to Joy", Justin Hakimian

5~ Puano: "Soltan Ghalbha", Tania Dilmani

6- Dancc: “Arabian Dance”, Desiree Dounel

7- Dance: "Rock Around the Clock”, Karen Dilmanian

&~ Address of the Higher Education Committee: Dr. Farrokh Dilmanian
9- Piano: "Esfahan®, Jasmin Livi

10~ Piano: Brahm's "Hungarian Dance #5°, Sanaz Zar

11- Piano: "Moming Mood", Debbic Hezghia

12- Dance: “Jila", Talia Dilmanian

13- Dance: “T've got my cyes oa you", Dorothy BeaDavid

14~ Violin: “Fiddler on the Roof”, Danicl Bassaleli

15~ Piano: "Romeo & Juliet”, Emilia Levian

16~ Piano: “Golden Dreams™, Mathew Livian

17- Piano: "Talia's First Composition™, Talia Dilmanian

18- Dance: "Dirty Dancing”, Pamela Levian - [lan BenDavid

19- Dance: “Step By Step”, Caroline Dilamani - Candice Karmeli

Shevat 5752, January 1992

20- Piano: "Soltan Ghalbha", Sandy Banilivi

21- Piano: “Fiddler on the Roof”, Charlene Livi

22- Piano: “Jila", Roxanne Hakimian

23- Claninct: Diabellis “Allegretto”, Melissa Ghalfarian

24— Song: My kind mother, Tania Carmili piano,
sung by Sanar Zar & Nazila Enayatian

25- Poem Recital: “Mother™, Sanaz Zar & Nazils Enayatian
26— Dance: "Gypsy Woman~, Shecna Dilmanian
27- Dance: Hip - Hop Dance, Melissa Ghaffarian
28— Song: "Rock around the clock”, Tony Namdar
29- Piano: "Goleh Sangam”, Dalia Dilmani
30~ Puno: "Shehererade”, Jasmin Zar
31- Piano: "For Elise”, Becthoven, Sylvia Nemat
32- Dance: "Someday”, Charlene Livi
33~ Dance: "Oye Mi Canto™ Emilia Levian
34- Presentation of Awards
35~ Special Thanks: Mrs. Honey Ebrani
36~ Hatikva, Dorit Siouni

Assisiants
Mr. Bechzad Behnam, Mr. Behnam Carmili
Mrs. Behnaz Dilmanian, Miss Caroline Ebrani
Mr. Lecon Ebrani, Mr. Mchran Ftessami
Mr. Mark Karimzadeh, Mr. Kamyar Leviem
Mr. Avisar Levy, Mr. Herbert Livi
Mr. Mchrnoosh Rafinia, Mrs. Lili Siouni
Mr. Feizollah Zabih
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MAZAL TOV
Collected by: Haroun Kohanim

Birth:

Girls:
Amanda and Ariella, daughters of Klara & Amir
Aghalarian
Elena, daughter of Nazli & Robert Zar
Elyse, daughter of Hanna & Rom Moheban
Sara, daughter of Roshan & Danial Zgblm
Nicole, daughter of Afrooz & Dror Ihan _
Shanny, daughter of Rozita & Dani Shahverdi
Polina, daughter of Monica & Mehran Ha.klgm
Ashley, daughter of Dalia & Rozbeh Hakimian
Liori, daughter of Dorit & Avi Gohari ‘ |
Rebecca, daughter of Esther & Hertzel Soleimani

Boys:

Simon, Son of Klara & Amir Aghalarian
Brian, son of Haleh & Jacob Rahmanan
Oren, son of Mitra & Morris Hezkia
Andre, son of Anna & Michael Banilevi
Joseph, son of Ruth & Bahman Kamali
Brandon, son of Haleh & Mitchell Banilevi
Moti Jordan, son of Sharona & Doron Kohan
Son of Guita & Massoud Hakimi

Naghmeh Hakimian & Michael Ebrahimoff
Shoshana Siouni & William Hakimian

Edna Hakimian & Shahrokh Ebrahimi

Soheila Rahmanim & Hertzel Kohanpour
Natali Kohanim & Bijan Hakimi (Rajabzadeh)
Ruti Giugue & Avishai Nassimi _F;\_h
Kathy Hematian & Simon Kamah ey
Barbara Rahmanan & Hertzel Hakimi

N _fﬁ'\
i*%i’a*:.

Marriages:

2
%

Mehrdad & Shideh Kohanim

Lalch & Michael Kamali

9 E ‘ gr:.-- ”
Nava & Behrouz Enayatian ‘_: ‘. i .

Soheila & Samad Hakimi Y\«

Judy Sheila & Benzion Jeffrey Carmeli ,@

.u :

------

Number 35, Shevat 5752, January 1992

CHOOSING THE RIGHT NAME

By: Behrouz Dilmanian

All parents wish to select the most pleasant and
proper names for their precious children. For us
Iranian Jews who live in the United States or Europe,
selection of our children’s names involves speglal
cultural considerations and problems. In this_artmle
we will try to better understand these considerations.

In most cultures familiar to us, names are chosen
based on one of the following classifications:

1- Names of family elders such as grandparents,
either living or deceased.

7- Names of religious personalities, prophets, or
names with religious references.

3- Names of monarchs, leaders and national or
fictional heroes: Kourosh, Siavash, Alexander, Czar,
Avner, Hertzel,. . . _

4- Names of flowers or plants: Rose, Nasrin,
Dalia, Ilan, Blossom, Jennifer, Susan, Lily, Violet,

Iris,. . . _ _
5- Names of birds or other creatures: Yona, Arieh,

Parvaneh, Wolfgang, Deborah, Tala,. . .

6- Names with references to a time or place:
Nissan, June, Chanukah, Sheherzade, Mehrdad, . . .
(Anastasia has Christian references).

7- Names of celestial objects: Parvin, Mitra, Noga,
Venus, Marcia, Keivan,. . . -

8- Names of desirable characteristics and attributes
of mankind: Adina, Shiva, Hope, Edna, Noushin,
Rama,. . . _

9- Historical characters: Brandon, Byron, Camil,
Helen, Jill, Lawrence, Kim, Laura,. . .

10- International Names: Morris, Albert, Robert,
Alex, Violet, Dalia, Lawrence, Victor,. . .

11- Attributes of G-d, kings, stars, angels, elc.:
Shahram, Shahrouz, Mahrokh, Eldar, Elchanan,

Elnatan,. . .
12- Other Miscellaneous names.

Of all the twelve above-mentioned categories, only
half of the names in the 2nd group would be deemed
inappropriate for us Jews, and that is Christian
religious names. We should avoid these names the
same way our forefathers, except for when they were
under threat of death, refrained from choosing Islamic
religious names 1n Iran. | ;

Another consideration in choosing a child’s name 18
that it should be easy for the average person Lo
pronounce. If a name consists of more than two
syllables, one must consider the shortened vcrsu?nsﬁof
the name because people are used to abbreviating
names. A name should not conflict with a child’s
living environment and culture, for such a name could
make the child feel alienated. o

It is ironic to see known anti-semitic personalities
such as David Duke or Jessie Jackson with Jewish
names. Such names clearly seem out of place and
comical. Similarly, Christian religious names for
Jewish children are ill-suited and improper. We have
to realize that as they grow older, children become
more sensitive about their name, and in a Jewish
environment a Christian name could cause much

)
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embarrassment and confusion for a child. No one
knows as well as us Mashadi Jews that foreign

religious names were only used in life-threatening
circumstances, and even then a Hebrew name was also
secretly given to children. Even Christians themselves
would probably be shocked to meet a Jewish person
with a Christian name. (We should point out here
that some members of our community like to be
called by their Hebrew names instead of their Persian
ones. It is important that we respect their wish).

We should also be careful how we pronounce or
abbreviate names. For example the Jewish name
Jonathan (Yonatan) and the Christian name Johnnah
are usually both abbreviated to "John". A preferred

LETTERS TO MEGILLAH

The following letter was received from Mr. Joseph Ebrahimoff, a
member of the Shaare Tova Board and a prominent member of our

community. Megillah would like to thank Mr. Ebrahimoff for this letter.

I would like to make a few comments on the
reports and articles appearing in the last issue of
Megillah. 1 was deeply disturbed to read that there
had been complaints about our grown-ups. Why is it
that when we congregate, we annoy others and
become a nuisance to others? We should never forget
that we are guests in this country and should behave
in a manner that would reflect well on our community.

I noticed that generally speaking, our youth look
down upon Yeshivas and yeshiva education. This
surprises me as I am also a member of the synagogue
across the street from us. The majority of their
children, I should say 95% of them, have a yeshiva
education. They have more than half a dozen young
men who are M.D.’s, several attorneys and graduates
in the field of computers and all below the age of 30.
They also have several young people who are in their
second or their year of study of medicine. This in a
community of 250 members! I feel the young man
who wrote the article will agree with me that you can
only teach those who would wish to learn.

I spent my formative years, the years between the
age of 11 and 27 in London, England. When my
family arrived in London, there were not more than
10 Mashadi: families there. When I left in 1939, there
were approximately 500 Mashadis, men - women and
children living in London. We did not have the
proper Jewish education there, as a result, we had
several intermarriages with non-Jews.

As a community, we were highly regarded and
respected 1n our trade. The leaders of our community
were not educated but were men of integrity and men
of their word. I revere the memory of those elders
although they died many years ago. Our Community
now reminds me a great deal of the German Jews who
had fled Nazi Germany. They looked down on
everything American. Everything was better where
they came from. They forgot, as we are forgetting
now, that we live 1n this great country, that we make
a living 1n this country, that we are free to choose
our government; they forgot, as we are forgetting, to
be grateful.

In the Megillah, they do not give much credit to
the Yesivas but it hurts me when a young man who is
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abbreviation for Jonathan would be Johnny.
Similarly, the Jewish name Miriam should not be
pronounced the same way as the Christian Mary or
Maria.

There are many books available that list English
names, their meaning, and their origin. There are also
reference books available on Jewish and biblical
names. The Youth Committee has a listing of Hebrew
names and their explanations available. To obtain a
copy, contact the Youth Committee or the Shaare
Tova Library.

In closing, we must remember that a name does
not make a person; it is each person that must give
significance to a name. ¢

a college graduate, possibly even has a Masters
degree, cannot read the Kadish from the Sidur when
his parents die. They have to write it down 1n
English or Persian for him to be able to say Kadish
for his parents. It hurts me when a Mashadi father
drags his son to a public school on the second day of
a Jewish holiday. The child is only 7 or 8 years old
and I wonder what he would miss if he didn’t go to
school on that day? How can he expect that child to
have any respect for his faith and his heritage if he,
the father, has no regard or respect for his religion.

A father should never send his child to a Yeshiva
if he objects to his son telling him to wash his hands
before a meal, or to remind his father to wear a
kipah and make a blessing over the bread or to thank
G-d after he has finished his meal. I could tell this
young man who is so proud of the Russell Sage junior
High School that children were stealing other
children’s clothes and this 1s way back when Forest
Hills was a far better neighborhood than it is today.

Before I close, I am reminded of a story of a man
who had 2 sons. He sent one son to France for his
schooling. When he graduated and came home, his
father asked him how he liked France. The son
answered that France was a great country, a country
of culture. It had produced great men in the field of
literature, the arts and music. The father then asked
him about Paris and the son answered that Paris i1s a
great city, a city of great architecture and beautiful
boulevards; that it was a center of the arts, the
theatre and the opera. That it had a museum that had
an art collection that could not be equalled anywhere
in the world.

This man had also sent his other son to France and
when he returned, the father asked him the same
question. This son said that France was the root of
all that was evil, that the people had no morals and
that Paris was a den of iniquity. The father said you
are right my son, you find what you look for.

Although I have spent the major part of my life
amongst the Ashkenazim, I am proud to be a Mashadi.
I admire their unity and their generosity. I can never
forget when the late Mohamed Taghi Livi, who was
the oldest member of our community entered the
Synagogue, every man, woman and child stood up in
respect. Let us live in a manner that our children and
our grandchildren will look back upon us with regard,

respect and reverence, and that they will be proud of
their progenitors. e
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UNDER STRICT SUPERVISION
OF VAAD HARABONIM OF QUEENS

In October and November the Social Trends
Committee held two meetings with the youth to
discuss the issues that concern the youth of our
community. In these sessions more than 200 young
members of our community participated and the
following four issues were brought out for discussion:

A- The issue of lack of discipline among the youth

B- The 1ssue of the youth relations and the decline in
the number of engagements and weddings among them
C- Gambling in our community

D- Love and its importance in marriage

These meetings were held under the supervision of
Mr. Nassim Bassalian, and exerpts of some of the
proposals and suggestions are reported below.

Discipline:
1- On the issue of discipline many of the youth were
of the opinion of that the problem is not necessarily
that of the youth but of the community as a whole.
They believe that the parents are not a good example
for them in their behavior.
2- Some believe that the pressure associated with our
lives 1n New York are a cause of this undisciplined
behavior.
3- Peer pressure and the need to attract attention
could be a source of such behavior, which can cause a
total disrespect for the rights of others.
4- Uncontrolled consumption of alcoholic beverages in
public gatherings, some believe, results in unruly
behavior.
5- Disrespect for other communities.
6- Some people present at the meeting expressed the
need for enhancing the level of education among the
community members to prevent the unacceptable
behavior in public places in the future.
7- It was also suggested that the Youth Committee
should organize educational programs for the youth,
and try to emphasize the cultural aspects of the
recreational programs that are arranged for the youth
of our community.
8- A social center is needed to be used as a club for
all sorts of recreational and educational activities,
some suggested, to keep the youth together.

Decline in the number of engagements among
the community youth:
Some of the suggestions and observations of the
youth on this subject are presented below:

1- The youth should not pay attention to the rumors
that occasionally circulates in the community. Some
believe that these rumors are started by the youth
themselves.

2- It was suggested that the youth themselves organize
short (2 to 3 day) trips for the youth to create a
better atmosphere for the youth to meet each other.

3~ Some suggested that the leaders of the Syrian
community be contacted to see how they overcame

SOCIAL TRENDS MEETINGS

element in the youth’s decision on marriage. It was

suggested that the youth may pay more attention to
their freinds rather than listen to their parents. Some
were of the opinion that the parents should not
interfere with their children’s decision on their choice
and should leave that decision more on the youth
themselves.

5- Lack of respect among the youth was cited for one
of the reasons that the engagements are declining.
This could be the result of many group outing by the
youth, and some suggested that smaller groups or even
groups of 4 or even 2 could have much better results.
6- Again the creation of a club was suggested to be a
valuable thing for the youth in this respect.

7- Some of the suggestion to make it easier for the
youth to get married was to limit the number of
expensive and unnecessary parties related to weddings
and to make the wedding smaller and less costly for
the bride and the groom.

8- Social pressues and the high cost of living cited for
another reasons the engagemnts are declining.

9- It was also suggested that this issue be kept alive
and constantly brought to the open by way of
speeches in the synagogue and articles in our
publications. Maybe professional help is also needed
to tackle this problem.

Gambling:

1- On the issue of gambling, again the youth were of
the opinion that the older generation is not a good
example for the youth.

2- Some suggested that involvement in sports activities
could lessen the need for spending time at the card
table.

3- It was suggested that the Sisterhood and the Youth
Committee should organize more cultural programs to
involve the youth. To show the bad effects of
gambling could be important in preventing the next
generation in picking up the habit. Also, the
programs such as the Higher Education Subcommittee’s
Youth Concert were thought to be very important in
developing musical talents in our community. Such
talents could eliminate the need to set up gambling
tables.

Love and its importance in marriage:
1- Many of those present were of the opinion that
love is not a prerequisite for getting married.
2- Even though some thought that they have to fall in
love before they get married, others brought examples
from the Torah suggesting that love will come after
they become committed to each other.
3- The character of the boys and girls is considered
to be the most important thing that the youth look for.
4- It was suggested that a young couple could start a
very simple life and build it up together.
5- Some thought that the availabity of a third source
to mediate between the two parties could be
important to bring the two closer to each other.
6- Some, on the other hand, believe that marriage
should come about in the most natural way. One has
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to try and look for a suitable companion and not be
disappointed by a negative answer. ¢
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Dear Fake Editor,

I take the long Island Railroad (LIRR) to and from
work every day. I usually have a great time because
many of my friends and relatives are on the same
train so we entertain ourselves the entire way. We
especially like to stay on the two sides of the cars,
near the doorways, where there is standing room and
the seats are facing each other. This way we can all
sit and stand around each other, joke and gossip and
not get bored.

Our problem is that there is not enough seats that
face each other, and sometimes, some of these
Americans take some of these seats and really annoy
us. Some of them not only have the arrogance to try
read books and newspapers, they even have the nerve
to give us dirty looks when we get loud and expect us

to be quiet so they can read. Can you help us?
Signed: L. M.

Answer:

Dear L. M.:
You certainly have a reason to be concerned. The

Americans on the train not only create an annoyance
for us, they could also have a very negative influence
on us and, G-d forbid, get some of us interested in
reading books and newspapers. Secondly, the
arrangement of seats on the train cars are very
inconvenient for chatting. To solve these problems, I
have contacted the LIRR authorities myself and have
submitted a design for new train cars that should be
made especially for our community. According to my
design, which is printed below, all the seats will be
facing other seats. Of course, there will be signs
reminding everyone that smoking or reading are not
allowed on these cars.

Dear Fake Editor:

We are desperately looking for hobbies and
recreational activities for our children. Can you
recommend some healthy activities that are good for

children.
Signed: Mrs. M. N.

Number 35,
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FAKE LETTERS TO THE FAKE EDITOR
(Hakim Bashi)

Answer:

Dear Mrs. M. N.: _ |
The greatest activity for children in the U.S. 1s

watching television. Any time you need to keep
your children of whatever age busy and out of your
way, just put them in front of a television set. Be
certain that they will stare at the screen for hours and
will be captivated by different programs and
advertisements. You can also keep them occupied
with television for much longer hours by subscribing
to cable TV. Cable TV will add lots of new
programs, many with sex and violence, to your
children’s selection. If every once in a while their
eyes start tearing for staring at the TV for so long,
just drop them off on Middle Neck Road in
Great Neck so they can run around and create a
commotion and make our community more renowned.

% % k ok k *k

We received the following letter from the Mashadi

Youth Committee:
In a few months, the elections for the next term of
MYC will be held. We would like to urge all the
youth to participate in this process by nominating
themselves and other candidates, bringing up new
ideas, and by voicing their criticisms. But most of all
we would like to remind everyone to vote on election
day.

Signed: MYC

Answer:

Dear MYC Members:

I really dont like this pushy attitude of yours! Do
you think that people have nothing better to do than
getting involved with the Youth Committee and its
elections. The only good thing the MYC does 1is
printing this Fake Letters column anyway. Besides,
everyone knows that whether they vote or not the
Youth Committee will still be there and you cant trick
them into thinking otherwise. Anyhow, I took a
survey to find out what reasons people have for not
voting, and in the tradition of David Letterman, I'm
printing a "Top Ten" list of these reasons below:

Top Ten Reasons For Not
Voting In MYC Elections

10- Kmart has a sale on election day.

9- It was announced 1n HaChodesh? What’s
HaChodesh?

8- None of my friends are voting.

7- I'm claustrophobic - Can’t get into a voting
booth.

6- I don’t believe in democracy and voting. What
we need 1s some good-old dictatorship.

5- I trust the other voters 100 percent.

4- 1 won’t come unless there 1s betting involved.

3—- I only vote Republican.

2- I made a bet on the outcome. It is unethical
for me to vote.

1- ’'m not a U.S. Citizen.

January 1992
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community to write and express their views on
different subjects, hoping that with this, the respect of
the youth for our community will get stronger.

~ Based on subjects proposed, the articles received
1_nclqded many different opinions on topics such as
life in New York, Education, substance abuse and a
futuristic view of our community. Unfortunately, one
pf our more important topics, that if discussed could
improve our knowledge about ourselves, and is also
on the mind of many parents and the youth, was
strongly neglected by our peers and it didn’t get as
much response as it deserved. In more ways than one,

In early 1992, the Mashadi Youth Committee will

be holding its elections.

The topic open for discussion in the next issue of

the Mf_:gillah Youth Supplement will be on the
evaluation of the current MYC term. What was done

righltl;‘) what was done wrong; and what was not done
at all?

Megillah YO UTH Supplement
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our previous topics were leading to this one.
Knowing that on an everyday basis, we (our
community) will come face to face with this problem.
Is the_re a lack of discipline and respect in our
community? If so, where does the problem arise
from? Is it only the youth who have a problem or
are our parents included too? Whose role is it to
discipline our children in this new environment that
we are being raised in? Is it too late to change
ourselves or do we still have a chance?
We hope that in the few articles we did receive, at

least some o_f our problems were confronted and that
they give a hint of solution, for our future’s sake.

E.E.

We, as the youth, elect the members of the Youth

Cqmmittee to provide us with the programming and
with the leadership that we require. Has the current
term served its purpose? What exactly should the
definition and purpose of the MYC be? What are the
Issues that you feel are relevant and will play a role
In the upcoming elections? Or as an extension of this
1idea, what should the role of the community
leadership be?

Only through the discussion of these issues, can we

present and explain to our future leadership what it is
that we expect of them.
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WHY ASK WHY?

By: Hooman Dilmanian

It’s inevitable....... | |
Everywhere the Mashadi community goes, one can

always expect with monotonous regularity, the three
M’s: mischief, madness, a_nd mayhem. From
Christopher Morley Park to Middle Neck Road, from
informal get-togethers to black-tie affairs, f_rqn_l Pl_ls
rides to boat rides, it seems that _"Mashadl—ltls s
ravaging the bodies of even the timidest of souls.
What causes our appetite for destruction and our

tenacity to make pandemonium break loose?

Let’s pretend we’re interviewing (wo
pyschoanalysts: Mr. Yek-Koodoom and

Mr. Hameh-Bawham. We’ll take Mr. Koodoom {first.

"Mr. Koodom, in your opinion, what causes the
Mashadis to cause the commotion they cause and

behave the way they behave?”

"I believe that only a few distinct personalities

know who they are) are responsible for
el - These people include both

male and female, and both children and adults. Tl}cy
consistently cause trouble wherever they go, having

everything that happens.

the support and admiration of their friends."

"Very insightful, Mr. Koodoom. And what about

your thoughts, Mr. Bawham?"

LEGACY OF PRIDE
By: Nancy Hakimian

"I shall . . . bear the reproach of having descended

below the dignity of history."

- Lord Macaulay

Dignity: not much is said about it. We ta_lk'aboyt
the discipline and behavioral problems existing in
both the youth and the elders of our community. Yet
what we do not realize is that, sadly enough, chaqse
of these problems, we are losing the pride and dignity

we have in being Mashadi Jews.

"I believe that every Mashadi has that rowdiness
inside himself. This trait is brought out_when that
person in in public with his fellow Mashadis. Parents
must learn to discipline their young and give them
attention, or "Mashadi-itis" will never be cured. |

"Thank you both for your comments, gentl_emen.

Aw. who'm I kiddin’? 'm no psychologist! All I
know is that when Mashadis get together, they go
looney. Our behavior is the essence of our

' 1t tive it is.
community, no matter ho:w positive or nega )
So, as the commercial for Bud Dry goes, "WHY

ASK WHY?”"

It is difficult to make suc_h a statement mthout
sounding self-righteous, yet with much hesitation, we
mug\%lﬁl‘;feg%es dignity mean? It 1s a person’s
understanding of his/her own worth, repute and
honor. It is a legacy of pride given _fr_om a parent (o
a child, bearing with it truth, identification, honor,

values and reponsibility. _
Though this definition may seem abstract, in

reality it is not. We, as Mashad1 Jews, carrydthe
legacy of pride given to us by_o_ur ancestors l_)asc c:::
their years of self-sacrifice. Living in an epyu;lonjme

of prejudice, they continued life as dignifie ] EWS.
They understood their own "worth, repute and ono:.
Their years of sacrifice are what has allowed us to
have the freedom of choice that we have now.
Unfortunately, we partake in our fI‘?Cfi?l_Tl of chlfncc
by choosing to disregard the responsibilities we have

to our ancestors.

We must accept that the legacy of pride given (o
us carries with it a certain amount of responsibility.

The most important one is to be u:ue_Jews and_ goo%
parents; to teach our children the dignity and pride o
i fathers.

the};hfi(;rfn:; sound very confining, but it can actual:g
be very liberating. It does not mean that we shou

not think of our individual pleasures, but to always be
aware that our negative actions not only da;ke_n our
individual image, but can also tarnish the dignity of

our ancestors.

DISCIPLINE THY SELF
By: Mehran Etessami

We, the Mashadi community, have a discipline
problem. We always knew that we alienate outsiders.
Most of those who came in contact with our
community found us rude and disrespectful. But we
usually attributed their complaints to cultural
differences and did not find them alarming. In the
past few years, however, we have witnessed
increasingly embarrassing incidents involving our
youth and adults. Not only incidents of disrespect,
but also hideous acts that included destruction of
property and harassment of women. Our behavior can
no longer be explained or excused because of cultural
differences. We undoubtedly have a discipline
problem.

Having recognized this flaw, we must now do some
soul-searching and try to correct ourselves. We can’t
just point fingers and blame others, for this is
obviously a community-wide problem; one that, if
not solved quickly, could be detrimental for our
community’s morale and self-esteem. If we continue
to embarrass ourselves within American society, we
will not be able to preserve any sense of community
pride for our children.

How do we go about reversing this breakdown of
discipline? Changing a community’s social habits and
disciplinary standards is an ambitious, if not
impossible task. It is appropriate at this point to
analyze our situation and try to find the reasons for
our misconduct and lack of discipline.

The word "discipline," here, refers to "bringing
ourselves under control," or "developing behavior by
Instruction or exercise in self-control." But what does
motivate people to restrict and control their own
behavior? Generally, reasons for self-control or
self-discipline fall within one or more of the
following three categories:

1 -= Self-discipline for moral or religious beliefs

(as in observance of Jewish Law or other
moral codes).

2 - Self-discipline for fear of punishment or
penalty (as in the military, abiding by traffic
regulations, or discipline of children by
parents).

3 - Self-discipline because of needing acceptance

by, or belonging to the surrounding
community.

Religious self-discipline played a great role in the
development of our community’s character back in
Iran, but in the U.S. it has not been a dominant factor
in determining our behavior. Of course, a more
religious community is likely to behave better, but
being religious is not necessarily going to keep us
from, say, being loud and disturbing in a movie
theater. Nevertheless, many of us are not getting an
adequate Jewish education, and perhaps, for some of
those who are, their religious education puts more
emphasis on rituals than on character.

Parental discipline could be a great factor in the
conduct of children. In our generation, however, the

influence of parents on their children seems to be at a
minimum. This may be explained by the tremendous

culture gap that resulted from immigrating to the
U.S., or the early independence of children who
started to work to support themselves and their
families. With a demanding and stressful New York
lifestyle, parents find much less time to spend with
their children. Furthermore, in a community as close
as ours, sometimes parents look to the community to
determine how to discipline their own children If
some couples have erred in aspects of their children’s
upbringing, others are more likely to repeat the same
mistakes instead of making individual decisions to
correct them.

But of the three types of self-discipline listed
above, the last one is the most relevant to our current
problems. Historically, one of the first priorities of
new immigrants to the U.S. was to be accepted by the
communities they moved into. We, on the other hand,
brought with us a large and intimate community.
Belonging to this community eliminated the need to
conform and be accepted by the local communities.
Whether we are accepted or not, we feel secure
because we are a part of the extended Mashadi
family. For example, one or two Mashadi youngsters
attending a movie theater are not likely to be rowdy
because they feel a need to be accepted by the
audience around them. But a large group of Mashadis
at the movies will almost always be loud and impolite
or will throw popcorn at each other and completely
disregard the annoyance they cause for others. The
sense of belonging to their close small group replaces
their need for acceptance by the rest of the audience.
Ironically, our community’s closeness and unity, which
Is what we pride ourselves in, seems also to be the
reason for our disrespect for others.

So is there anything we can do to regain our
discipline? In the writer’s opinion, any kind of
corrective action aimed at the entire community would
fail. No matter how many speeches or how many
pleas are made, a community as large as ours will
never be able to collectively decide to reverse its
course. The only possible remedy is through
individual decisions to maintain higher standards of
behavior and discipline. Only independently can we
decide to resist pressure and restrict our own behavior
beyond what our peers expect from us. If enough
individuals make this decision, one day, G-d willing,
we will have a healthy and thriving community. In
the meantime, those of us who wish for a better
behaved community should discipline our own selves.
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GUILTY WITH AN EXPLANATION

By: Shahrouz Rahmanan

I did not originally intend to write anything a_bout
this topic, but I had a feeling that most _ar_tlc_les
written on the issue of our community’s discipline
problem would end up blaming it all on our youth.
So, I am writing this article to say that even though
our youth does show disrespect and even ignorance
under certain circumstances, they should not be the
only ones blamed.

While there is hardly anyone around tha.t can
present a convincing argument for throwing a
perfectly good chair off of a sailworthy boat and
even harder to find a good argument for letting the
air out of a raft with the people still on 1t, we cannot
blame all these alleged discipline problems on our

youth entirely.

No matter how you look at it, our social life and
behavioral trends differ from the American society we
live in. We are a much more Social-oricntqd
community, one that simply likes to interact within
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its borders. This trait is very foreign to the
Americans whom we live amongst. It is true that we
talk out loud on the trains and that we crowd around
Gino’s and Bruce’s on the weekend, but I still_feel
that as much as most Americans dislike our noisiness
(which they have a right to), they dislike even more
the fact that we are foreigners who speak a different
language and like to travel in bunches.

If I offend an American by speaking loudly on the
train, that is my fault. If I bother someone becaus_e I
am speaking in a foreign language instead of English,
then I shouldn’t be made to feel guilty. To me, a
conversation amongst a few people in their mother
tongue, no matter where they are, i1s quite t}ormal.
"This is America,” we are told. "Speak English." I
wonder if an American couple who moved to France
would stop speaking English after they learned
French. I doubt it. Therefore, while we should be
considerate of the privacy of others in public places,
we have a right to speak in any language we choose.

Another point that should be raised is the !ack of
supervision by the parents over their c_hlﬁlglren.
Discipline starts at home and 1t 1s the responsibility of
the parents to bring up their children as considerate
and responsible individuals. It seems that the gap
between parents and their children 1s widening and 1t
is causing the youth to look to their peers for models
of conduct and behavior. However, most -Of,f the
people reading this article have no idea what 1t’s like
to be a parent. I send my best wishes to the ones wh.o
do know: it is not an easy job raising a child in this
country.

We, as a community, have taken a large slcp_by
admitting that we do have a prgblem behaving
properly in public; now we have to identify the roots
of the problem and take steps towards correcting it.
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Editorial Policy

The Megillah Youth Supplement is an op/ed publication of the Mashadi
Youth Committee. All opinions represent the views of the authors. The

following is the editorial policy of the Youth Supplement:

A. Deadlines for all articles will be the 30th day of the month following the

month published on the cover of the latest issue of the Megillah.
B. No anonymous letter or articles will be published. |
C. No editorial changes will be made to the content of the article without the

consent of the author. |
D. All articles and letter should be submitted typed or hand-written

double-spaced and mailed to: Megillah Youth Supplement, P.O. Box 40, Kew
Gardens, New York 11415.
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A NOTE FROM THE FUTURE
By: Leon Ebrani

Dear Youth Supplement,

My name is Isaac Livi IIIl. Believe it or not, I'm
writing from your future: The year 2311. Glancing
through my time chronicler, I saw your July 1991
issue of Megillah asking your readers to write their
views about Mashadi’s future. Well, I thought I could
be of some assistance being that I'm actually your
future.

Time travel is a fad right now, but we’re not
supposed to interrupt life patterns of the period we
are visiting. I'm coming back to your era, naturally
one issue late (keeping the Mashadi tradition), to
warn you of what lays ahead in your future.

A few of us who still dare to call ourselves
Mashadis, live in a ghetto of Arat near the City you
call Hevron, working in shabdolgalit macronuclear
plant, 200 miles away from home. Unfortunately,
there are only a few of us left who keep the Mashadi
tradition. To us tradition was more important than
the separatist forces that existed in your time.

Well, it all began in the year 1978. The Mashadi
community was forced to flee from the anti-semetic
Moslem religious extremists of Iran to the
open—-minded, opportunitistic city of New York.

Once settled in New York, the community, based
on 1ts needs, became more dependent on itself.
Needing to develop a foundation in a new way of
life, our ancestors became closer and more dependent
on each other, living close to each other, working
with each other, and only socializing with each other.
They became so close that they stopped tolerating
individuality.

Different separatist forces began to pop up shortly.
By 1986, there was a clear distinction between the
rich and the poor, the religious and the non-religious,
and the powerful and not so powerful. Later in the

century, the breaking of our community became more
visible with the issue of internal politics of the ruling
Board followed by the issue of religion. The
extremists on both sides became so intolerant that
they caused the beginnings of separation in our
community. By this minor separation, the other
opposing factors in our community began to see
separation as an alternative. That’s where it all
began: a complete separation by the year 2003.

In the early part of the 21st century, the
ultra-religious group became so distinctive that they
chose to put their religion practices before their
community’s traditions. They even forfeited their
Mashadi identity, since the religious level of their
ancestors was unacceptable. The non-religious group:
even we don’t know what has happened to them. The
basic assumption is that they integrated with other
cultures and lost their true identity. Only a handful
were left that were moderate and kept their Mashadi
tradition alive. Those were my ancestors. Tradition
and moderation in religion was what kept us as
Mashadis. The ultra-religious survived because they
had religious values, atleast. The non-religious had
no plsce to go.

Since I cannot tell you to change you future, all I
can ask of you is to think of us, your future children,
and decide whether you want to keep the Mashadi

heritage alive or not.

a4

Isaac Livi III
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LAST WEEK’S QUESTIONS

THIS WEEK’S ANSWERS
By: Ronniel Levy

Why, indeed, is the whole not as great as its parts?
After reading the last issue of the Megillah, many
thoughts came to mind about what is important to us
Mashadis. Thoughts of next generations’ knowlege of
their past came to mind.

As a youngster, I remember some of the traditions
that today are dying out. I remember going to an
cngagement party and (being young not really
knowing what was going on) smirking at all the wild
traditions that were new to me. I remember seeing
hoards of girls surrounding the bride-to-be, fearful of
losing her. 1 remember overwhelming chants of "Neh

- Middim" and I remember a myriad of ballads sung
by the girls.

Megillah YO UTH Supplement

I was at an engagement party recently that was a
far cry from what it was back then. At best I saw
half a dozen women holding hands, once in a while
chanting. For the rest of the girls in the room it was
as though it was beneath them. If one would walk by
the small crowd in the corner one would hear more
conversation in English than in any other language.
Why does this come to mind? I'm not sure but
perhaps it has to do with the same reason I am trying
to learn a language that youngsters are trying
desperately to forget. I pray we will never lose our
Mashadi traditions, but a good start to preventing
this, is knowing what is at stake. Seeing so many of
us worried is a good sign.

I was talking with a friend about the Megillah and
he had some of the same thoughts as I. We. were
talking of how some people seemed so fearful of

continued on next page...
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PRAISE FOR A YESHIVA
By: Mehrdad Ebrani

For those of you who are soon entering high
school and don’t want to go to a yeshiva, since there
is a stereotype that yeshivas can make you "retarded”
or turn you into a rabbi, I strongly recommend that
you ask around and find some information about
Brookdale High School, better know as HANC
(Hebrew Academy of Nassau County).

HANC is a yeshiva that combines excellent Judaic
studies with a record of superior academic
achievement. The school has a modern orthodox and
pro-Zionist ideology that accepts the modern State of
Israel. Unlike some other schools, HANC promotes
Zionism and, for example, requires all students to
march in the annual Israel Day Parade.

HANC is a yeshiva where students are taught
about Judaism, but are not forced to become orthodox
or ultra-orthodox. As one of the rabbis says, "I don’t
know what any of these terms mean.” " All I do
know," he says, "is that you should become Bne1 Torah
- literally translated as the children (followers) of the
Torah.”

I am presently a senior at HANC and I'm having a
great time. Even though the school day is quite long,
time passes by very quickly. Why? Because of the
fun and friendly atmosphere which surrounds us. All
the students are very close to each other. Everyone
treats his/her friends like their own family.

The school day starts with prayers and continues
with three to four religious-studies (Hebrew) periods.
There’s a special class (N.O.P.) for those who have
never been in a yeshiva, which helps the students
catch up to the more advanced Judaic studies classes.

continued on next page...
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LAST WEEK’S QUESTIONS
THIS WEEK’S ANSWERS

...continued from previous page

losing our heritage. Every article was underlined with
the question "How much of our Mashadi tradition will
our children maintain?”

"Can you imagine if in 30 years or so we can’t live
in America any more,” [ asked, with some sarcasm.
He could read into it. "Yeah! And we would have to
move out to somewhere because of some tyrannical
leader in the States,” he continued. "Could you
imagine if we had to move somewhere where the
language was totally new and the laws and customs
were alien to us? Would you be able to pick up the
new language at the age of 52," I wondered.

He thought for a second and said, "Wow, that’s a
really good angle for a Megillah article. Could you
imagine if 8 years after we get there we all wind up
sitting in shul discussing ways to prevent our youth
from forgetting their American culture and traditions?”

"That’s the key," I responded. It took him a few
seconds but he responded agreeably with a smirk and
a nod. "Chances are, I hope anyway, that wherever
we are we’ll be talking about it in a Jewish
surrounding,” I said. My friend gave me a funny look
and then said "Oh no! I know what you’re getting at
and you are right, but the way you put things on
paper I’'ll probably want nothing to do with 1t.
People are definitely not going to want to hear that”

I continued, smugly undermining his response.
"Yeah! what’s right is right and I never prided on

myself on telling people what they want to hear. But
it’s true. We were Jews long before we were
Mashadis. Too many of us tend to forget that. They
don’t think of how people see us." That was the meat
of the conversation, the rest was just academic (well,

we also talked about how we’d want our grave stones
to be made of styrofoam because it will last longer
than marble but that’s for another time.)

If any of you doubt my words, how many of us
would give our lives for Israel? On the other hand,
how many of us would give our lives for lran or
America? Which culture then is the most important?
If you've answered "I" to the first but have doubts
about the second, we are on the same wavelength. If
you have answered "I" to the second, wake up and
smell the coffee. We are not welcome everywhere,
and no matter what you give, it will shortly be
forgotten. If you have not answered "I" to either of
these questions, I mercy your soul, for one of the
biggest paradoxes of life is that if you have nothing
to die for, you have nothing to live for.

It secemed to me that so many of last issue’s
articles were underlined with the thoughts of whether
or not our children will know about their "Mashad1”
heritage. The real question is how many of our
children will remember their Jewish heritage???

Please do not get me wrong, for my goal 1s not to
create levels of cultural importance. It is to define
who we are and what we should not be. From the
outside, people don’t see us as Mashadis, Sefardim,
Ashkenazim, or otherwise. They know us as Jews.
Every step we take outside, every move we make,
people expect us to be better. If not, they’ll criticize
us for our actions. Our behavior here does in fact
affect the way non-Jews look at the State of Israel on
the TV news. As demonstrated in Crown Heights, If
a Jew does something wrong, there are no €xcuses,
and there is little room for error. A Jew is a Jew 1S
a Jew: Hitler made no distinctions. Neither will G-d.
We just have to realize that we are all held on a

higher standard.
.... But that’s okay, it makes us stronger.
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LOOK AT ALL SIDES!
By: Lily Namdar

Editor’'s Note: Based on previous misunderstandings regarding the issue of
education, we would like to restate that the following article, like all other
articles in the Youth Supplement, is based on personal opinion and
observation and does not necessarily reflect views of Megillah.

This letter is in reply to "Looking at the Other
Side" by Hooman Dilmanian (Megillah Youth
Supplement, October 1991).

It disturbs me to see how one can write an article
opposing certain yeshivas without experiencing it for
himself. In the article, it states that "many people
continue to defend all yeshivas, as if they are all
equal, with ignorance, something that hurts our
community constantly." The way I understand this
statement 1s that the author is being quite ignorant
himself for he has never gone to a yeshiva. I have
experienced both public school and yeshiva and would
like to share my views on this topic.

In my opinion, public school students are deprived
from something that only a yeshiva can offer: A
Jewish education. Although yeshivas may cost more
than public schools, all the best things in life cost
more. Can you ever put a price on the study of the
Torah?

In the public school which I attended for seven
years, I learned in a class of twenty-eight students
through thirty-five students. How can a teacher focus
his/her attention on an individual student,
academically, in such a large sized class? In a
yeshiva the classes are much smaller in comparison to
a public school. A certain yeshiva in Queens consists
of about 250 students in the entire school! In a public
school you would be lucky if your principal or
teacher knows your name! A yeshiva has a much
friendlier atmosphere, where the teachers care about

you and help you with any problems you may have
with family, friends, schoolwork, etc.

The article also mentioned that only three students
which attended a Yeshiva in Queens passed the
New York State Regents Biology Curriculum out of a
class of about 20 students. Tell me how did the three
pass? Aren’t they receiving the same lessons as the
other seventeen or eighteen? It isn’t a question of
how good the school or teachers are, it’s what the
individual student puts into his schoolwork. As a
matter of fact, in a yeshiva in Queens, many of the
secular studies teachers are public school teachers.
They teach at public schools in the morning and at
the yeshiva in the afternoon.

The article states that certain yeshivas lack
extra—-curricular activities. I'm not suggesting that he’s
completely wrong, but with the tight schedule which
includes Hebrew and Jewish studies, it’s difficult to
improve the quality or quantity of these activities.

continued on next page...

PRAISE FOR A YESHIVA

...continued from previous page

After lunch (approximately 12:30), the secular
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studies begin. There is no doubt that the secular staff
and courses are as good or better than those of public
schools. Because of the relatively fewer number of
students in each grade, the students are closer to the
teachers and therefore have an advantage. The ratio
of teacher to student is approximately 1 to 25. There
are advanced placement and honors courses for those
who are academically qualified.

Many students in my class have rcceived national
honor awards. All of them are either on the Honor
Roll (above 90% average) or the Dean’s List (above
95% average) and all have passed every Regents (state
tests) taken. The average SAT score for my class
ranges above 1200, while the national average is
under 1000. This year already, many have been
granted college scholarships for their academic
excellence.

Besides all the academic achievements in our
school, there are many social and community
committees that the students can participate in. There

Megillah YOUTH Supplement

are many intramural sports that one can be a part of
as well. Just to mention one, HANC’s Boy’s Junior
Varsity basketball team is well-known for its many
outstanding victories in its division and playoff
championships in recent years.

One false accusation that I hear about HANC is
that 1t’s too expensive and it overcharges the students.
Actual cost of tuition is not much higher than that of
Ezra Academy. The reason for the rumor may be
because there’s a building fund which is charged to

Fhe students only one time, which can also be paid off
in installments during the 4 year term (note that
HANC will no longer be a 3 year high school, to
alleviate some of the pressure on the students). There
are private scholarships which are offered mainly to
HANC students who have higher grades.

Beginning next year, since HANC will have an
extra grade, there are plans to make use of all the
build_ing funds collected to reconstruct the school.
The job is expected to cost over $7.5 million. Most
of the renovation will take place in the Mitchel Field
campus which is the location of the junior high/high
school branch. The building is expected to triple in

size_and thereby become one of the biggest and best
yeshiva high schools around.

Page 19




LOOK AT ALL SIDES! After all that I have mentioned, the question of
how religious one should be to fit in with the

community arises. The answer i1s simple. We must all
Suprisingly, foreign language courses such as Spanish  respect one another’s religious beliefs and views on
and Hebrew are given. Athletic programs such as  life, even if we don’t accept them.

..continued from previous page
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1‘ If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can make one heap of all your winnings If you can fill the unforgiving minute

| And risk 1t on one turn of pitch-and-toss W”}_’ suxty seconds’ worth qf.dz;tance 2 z'm J
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

| And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And—uwhich 1s more—you’ll be a Man, my son!

And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
T'o serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there 1s nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!”
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P.D.Q.

From concept to printed piece, we offer a full range of services that
will enable you to complete your projects with the greatest of ease
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Community Directory Information Form:

First Name: s il

Last Name:

Father’s Name: D yd gl

If married, name of spouse: Ve agl s ,S mlga;l LI
Street address: : el
Apartment Number: : olad LT o ylak
City, State, Zip Code: JPPRRLSPPICH | 1 PRSPY.
Home phone number: P e OilE
Work phone number: P L4 Hils
Fax machine phone number: P ousSs ol il

Names of unmarried children: P 00,S5 gl Hlasj s el
L .

Please fill out and mail this form to the address below. ' AS Gt 3 ] 0 903,5 u L339 e 20,00 0l Lk

Haroun Kohanim

10 W. 47th Street, Suite 403A

New York, N.Y. 10036
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Dear Fellow Mashadis:

The new Mashadi Community Directory is under preparation and Bli Neder, will be
published in early 1992. Everyone’s cooperation is needed to complete this project with as
few errors as possible. Please note the following if you are interested in having your
family’s information correctly reflected in this directory.

1- If your home or work phone numbers or your address have changed within the past
three years,

2- If you have married or had new children in the past three years,

3- If you want your Fax Number to be included in the new Directory,

4- If you have joined the community recently and your name is not in the current
Directory,

Please fill out the form on the back of this page and send any of this new information to
my address as soon as possible.

This announcement was mailed to all members of the community in the U.S. along
with the HaChodesh Newsletter. It was also announced at the synagogues. Unfortunately,
few responses have been received. Therefore, it is being reprinted here, in Megillah. If
most community members who have had changes in their family do not respond by the

end of January, the publication of the new Directory will be postponed until the need for
it arises.

Thank You
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IN APPRECIATION
1 i

I hereby would like to express my sincerest gratitude and appreciation
to all the dear friends and relatives who have shown their continuous
affection and concern during my illness. May the Al-mighty G-d
bestow his blessings of health and happiness upon all the members of

my dear community, Amen.

Isaac Dilamani
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A CHARITABLE CAUSE
We are in need of wedding dresses for
renting to brides, and night dresses and
suites to be sold.
All revenues from this program will
benefit the needy in Israel.
for more information please contact:

DINA SIOUNI
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BOBBY-KEBOBBY, QUEENS
64-19 108 STREET
FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

718-268-3700
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