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MAGIER & SAVRIN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
JANET A. SAVRIN & SEYMOUR MAGIER
IMMIGRATION, -REAL ESTATE
CORPORATIONS, WILLS
WISHING ALL THE COMMUNITY:

A JOYFUL SUMMER

MAGIER & SAVRIN. SUITE 2407
450 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.
NEW YORK 10123
Tel(212) 564-8525 Fax: (212) 967-0867
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RENA LULOV Realty Inc.’
.Liccnscd Real Estate Broker

LEAH ZAR (Sales Associate)
In Residentials & Rentals

10 BOND STREET
GREAT NECK, N.Y.11021
Office: (516)466-2100
Home: (516)621-3353
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..continued from previous page

leadership, they continue to retain their religious
beliefs. ’Brainwashing? We don’t think so.

2) The next erroneous statement in the article,
suggested that this certain Yeshiva instigates family
discord to "alienate" youngsters from their parents.
This 1s a serious allegation and frankly, it can be
quite damaging to our community: What constructive
purpose did this allegation serve?

Did the author think to direct his statements
toward the parents, instead? Are kids taking drugs,
staying out all night, etc., not pressing problems in
our community? Is it so wrong when young, and not
so young kids, want to observe the laws of Shabbat

according to the Torah? Wouldn’t it bring the
community closer if people realized that indeed their
children are not asking for something terrible? That
their children love and respect them and they can all
be very happy together even if the children don’t sit
in a car on Shabbat Kodesh? The same Yeshiva that
teaches about Shabbat, also teaches the laws of
honoring one’s parents, doing acts of kindness,
helping the sick and the elderly, giving charity, and
overcoming one’s bad traits such as jealousy, anger
and pride, all of which are unfortunately problems
in our community. Most of those involved in
programs of ’chesed’ in our community, happen to
come from that very Yeshiva that was condemned in
the aforementioned article.

3) The author seems to have surmised that in a
certain Yeshiva, Sepharadic Minhagim aren’t taught,
and "guilt tactics” are being used. Before serious
allegations such as these are used, the author should
step foot in the Yeshiva first! It 1s a known fact
that since this Yeshiva has a very large percentage
of Sepharadic students, it always teaches them their
minhagim in Halacha. In fact it is the only Yeshiva
High School that provides students with Sepharadic
Siddurim.

The assumption that Rabbis use "guilt tactics”
could be nothing further than the truth. In fact, the
Rabbi1 referred to in that article, always stresses the
importance of being happy, and the purity and
goodness of every Jew, no matter what his level of
observance 1s. All the teachers encourage evryone
to be happy and proud, and never to make anyone
feel guilty.

4) The article also condemns the level of the
Yeshiva’s secular studies. For a Yeshiva that 1s
largely composed of immigrant Iranians, Russians
and Americans from disadvantaged tamilies, lacking
unlimited funds to invest, it has shined forth in its
acadamic levels. This Yeshiva has helped
tremendously 1n elevating our youth’s secular
education. It has also eased many of our youth’s
transitions to the United States.

The Yeshiva has progressed tremendously i1n its
acadamics this past few years, and 1s constantly
trying to raise more funds to grow even more. It
should be noted that no student from there, who
wanted to go to any ’Ivy-league’ college and did
well 1n his studies, as many did, did not succeed in
being accepted. In fact, for five years in a row, the
valedictorians in that Yeshiva were Mashadis.

Pursuing a higher education is a noble goal, but
surely putting kids in public schools is not an
option? Could it be that instead of writing articles
condemning the academic level of this Yeshiva,
programs should be started to begin an educational
system which we are all comfortable in?

5) The article condemns the Yeshiva for not
promoting Zionism. This is simply Lashon Hara
(slander). First of all, the Yeshiva happens to instill
within the students a lot of love for the land of

Israel, a feeling which is essential to Judaism. It
runs programs every year sending students to Israel
in order to pursue college degrees and general
higher education: The only students whose parents
do not allow them to join those programs are the
Mashadis. Secondly, no teacher imparts his own
private opinions on the students, against school
policy.

The article labels as anti-zionist Rabbis who have
spent much if their lives living in Israel and
encouraging others to visit there for more than just
fun-filled tours. Can the Principal of a Yeshiva
who flew to Israel during the Iraqi *SCUD’ missile
attacks, simply to bc among his Jewish brothers and
sisters at a time of need, be justifiably labeled as
anti-zionist?

Furthermore, as it 1s evident, the graduates and
students of the Yeshiva are the first in all the
Zionist activities in our Mashadi Youth Committee.

6) The author’s goal in writing his article is to
achieve an "orthodox community that is not
superficial and materialistic." It is ironic and sad to
note that we do live in a very superficial and
materialistic society, and that people don’t realize
that learning more about Judaism is a cure for these
ills. If the author really did care about creating an
Orthodox Community, he would have diverted his
attentions to the much more serious dangers that the
community has exposed itself to. |

7) It should also be noted that to insult the
Rabbinate, or a Rabbi in particular is a grave sin in
itself, in addition to the grave sin of Lashon Hara.
That 1s especially true if the Rabbi has selflessly
dedicated his life towards the furtherance of Jewish
education. The least one could do is not to jump to
conclusions. The author of the article had no
personal contact with this Rabbi and with any
Yeshiva, and therefore, cannot state his biased
opinion as fact. One indication of the author’s
unfamiliarity with this Rabbi, is in his attempt to
pass this Rabbi off as an irrational mystic, when in
fact he i1s a college graduate and holds two master
degrees, from Yceshiva University and Columbia
University.

Not any article!

We suggest that instead of causing controversy
and seperation by insulting a large segment of our
community, let’s try to find ways to help it! Let us
always speak words of peace and truth: not aim
arrows of hate and jealousy. Let us seek ways to
elevate our youth and not condemn them to the
degrading process of ’Americanization’. Let us turn

our hearts back towards each other and to our
Creator.
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An Educator’s View
By: Leah Hakimian, Ph.D.

Editor’s note: Dr. Hakimian has a Ph.D. in Education. Over the past
20 years, she has served the Jewish community of St. Louis as a

religious school teacher, principal, and associate executive director of

its Central Agency for Jewish Education. She is married to Yusef

Hakimian and the mother of 4 children.

I wish to commend you for publishing the article
by Mehran Etessami titled "Not Any Yeshiva." Both
personally and professionally I agree with the main
points of Etessami’s article.

As a Jewish educator, I share Etessami’s concern
for Mashadi families who are sending their children
to those yeshivas which promote religious extremism,
do not actively promote Zionism, and fail to provide
an adequate general education. It is a concern for
the children themselves, for their families, and for
the Mashadi community-at-large.

As an American educator who graduated from
public institutions and who has taught in public
institutions, I also share the concern expressed by
Soheil Kalati in his article about public schools 1n
America.

What then is the answer for Mashadi children
growing up in America’

It is my professional opinion that Mashadi
children are better served at a Yeshivah/day school
than they are in a public school. Yet parents must
be very selective in choosing a yeshivah/day school
and attempt to find one which is in sync with the
traditions of the Mashadi community. Etessami lists
some of these criteria:

The Meaning of Education
By: Michael Mardkha

EDUCATION -- To Develop Mentally and
Morally. This is the classical definition of the word
"Education” in the Webster’s Dictionary. Its a rather
simple word to understand, or is it? After all we
have attended many years of basic schooling of
different types. We have been taught how to read
and write, multiply and divide and function within
our society. We can read almost anything that is
printed, be it in English, Farsi, Hebrew or any other
language we have been educated in. But how many
of us can pickup a novel and READ it. Enjoy the
words that describe another person’s experiences, his
agonies and successes, his feelings and reasons; to
understand its essence. I dare say, not very many.

To Develop Mentally and Morally: We do a
very good job of that with our young. Our kids are
by most standards well educated in all aspects of
life until they reach early adulthood. But how many
will share in the exhiliration of discovering a new
drug to cure a killer disease? How many will be
involved in designing spacecrafts that explore other
solar systems? How many might play a musical
instrument at Carnegie Hall? How many will be
nominated for a Nobel prize? Over 50% of all
Nobel prize receipients to date have been Jewish.

Why not one of us? _
continued on next page...
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(1) Pro-Israel. Does the school actively celebrate
Isracl Independence Day? Does the school sponsor
trips to Israel? Encourage its graduates to spend a
year of study in Israel? The "thing to do"_ for
graduates of modern Yeshivah/day schools:, is to
spend a year of study in Israel before entering the
university.

(2) Provides a general education that is at least
as good, if not better, than the finest public school
in the suburbs of New York. Each year bright
graduates of modern Yeshivah/day schools are
accepted at the top universities. In selecting a high
school for their children, Mashadi parents need to
ask about student scores on the SAT exams; need to
know how many of the school’s graduates attend
which university.

(3) Teaches in accordance with traditional Jewish
values. This determines what is being taught and
how it is being taught. If a school alienates children
from parents, looks with disrespect upon less
observant Jews, encourages blind adherence to
Jewish law, it is not teaching in accordance with
traditional Jewish values. Traditional Judaism,
mainstream Ashkenazic and Sephardic, values the
open-inquiry approach to study, values the oneness
of the Jewish people; and, at the core of the
tradition, is the commandment to honor one’s father

and mother.

As Etessami concludes, and I agree, "Not any
Yeshiva" is good enough for Mashadi children.

..continued from previous page

Lastly the article states that "we must make sure
that all future fathers and mothers go to college.”
Once again, considering the writer wants our
"Sepharadic tradition" preserved the priorities are in
the wrong place. The real question to ask is "How
many of our graduates will even know how to read
two words of Hebrew?", or "How many of our
children will remember why they are here?”, or
"How many of our graduates will make sure that
their children will come to synagogue?” Is a college
education an answer to these questions? No, but
merely another question. If you have been

considering a move up to a yeshiva education for
your youth, I have only one piece of advice to give
to you: DON'T GET BITTEN BY THE CRAB.

NOT ANY ARTICLE!

By: Mr. & Mrs. Massoud Behnam, Mr. William Dilamani,
Mr. Anthony Gorjian, Mr. & Mrs. David Karmely,

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Khojainy, Mr. & Mrs. Shahrokh Liviem,

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Roubeni, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zar,
Mr. & Mrs. Majpd Zerobabeli

Editor’s Note: The following article was submitted by the names
listed. It is preferred that articles submitted to the Youth Supplement
be signed by one author only. Articles, when signed by groups, are in
direct conflict with the Youth Supplement’s goal to promote expression

of individual opinions and open discussions.

As members of the Mashadi community, we wish
to begin this article by stating that we have always
cherished our glorious heritage and took pride in the
unique bond that has welded our people with one

article has caused. It pains us to see our house
divided, with polarized forces at odds with one
another. In order for us to clear up a few points in
that article, which were based on pure speculation
without basis in fact or experience, we must consider
the following:

1) The author attacked and insulted a large
section of our community, by equating religious
education in a certain Yeshiva, with that of cults.
He also insinuated to the effect that certain people
are brainwashed. Perhaps the definition of
brainwashing should be reconsidered by those in our
community who 1nsist that every Mashadi should
dress, talk, and act the same way; he must also
frequent the same theaters, discos, parks, resturants
and hotels. Apparently all Mashadis have to have
the same religious beliefs, while insisiting upon
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another for over 150 years. Then came an article
called "Not Any Yeshiva!." The author wrote that
article in order to prevent and stop the community’s
polarization. Ironically, that is exactly what this
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every person’s ‘right to free choice’. What happens
to a Mashadi1 who chooses to be ’different’ in any of
those areas? He is readily labeled as ’brainwashed’.

- Using a person’s own free will does not mean
joining a cult. Could it be that when a community
attempts to impose only its standards on its
members, 1t is in fact exhibiting a cult-like behavior
itself?

Cults come and go; brainwashing, eventually,
fades away. Graduates referred to in that article,
left the Yeshiva up to eight years ago. While
remaining on the forefront of our community’s

continued on next page...

...continued from previous page

I often quote a famous American poet George
Bernard Shaw in this passage:

You see things as they are, and you say why?

But I dream of things that never were, and I say
why not!

The world, as we know it, was built by those
who dared to say why not. The greatest minds thru
time have been ridiculed, scolded, shunned by their
peers and society in general. During the late 15th
century an unknown Polish astronomer Copernicus
dared to say that the Sun, and not Earth, was the
center of our solar system. He was forced to repent
by those who considered such ideas to be
sacreligious and evil. He finally published his work
at the turn of the 16th century, thirty five years
after first introducing them. Based on his work a
German astronomer named Kepler developed the
laws of planetary motion or what we know as
Calculus. His work inspired Sir Isaac Newton with
developing the laws of motion and many others who
came after him. The most famous scientist of our
time, Albert Einstein, developed his theories based
on the works of Copernicus, Kepler, Newton and
countless others. The point is that for everyone who
dared to say why not there are a thousand who
w:ould say why. So next time you feel alone in your
view remember you are in very good company.

To stop the educating process means to stop
Developing Mentally and Morally. This is when we

Megillah YOUTH Supplement

become either very satisfied or lose hope with our
life and we stop dreaming. We know all the
answers and nothing we do can be interpreted as
wrong or immoral. That’s when we stop growing.

Maybe Man was not put on earth to become fat
and satisfied. Maybe he was meant to scratch and
claw every step of the way. Maybe he is to
constantly Develop and grow Mentally and Morally
so that the next generation may become a better
man. For when he stops, he may very well be at
the end of his road.

I submit to you that the Education process is a
neverending cycle of dreams on top of dreams.
These dreams take on many forms as in artifacts,
machinery, books, music.....etc. Far too many to
mention here. And I further submit to you that
perhaps the most important aspect of Education is
the learning process itself. To learn how to learn!
Thats what its all about. That is Education. What
1s learned is not nearly as important as mastering
the art of learning itself. Maybe we are to use the
very short life span we are given here to constantly
learn different things and dream of a better world
and then try to make it happen.

I like to close this short essay by quoting another
not so famous American poet, John Greenleaf
Whittier, who wrote a poem called "Maud Muller", a
couplet of which has become well known:

For all sad words of tounge and pen,
The saddest are these: "It might have been!"
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religious school teacher, principal, and associate executive director of

its Central Agency for Jewish Education. She is married to Yusef

Hakimian and the mother of 4 children.

I wish to commend you for publishing the article
by Mehran Etessami titled "Not Any Yeshiva." Both
personally and professionally I agree with the main
points of Etessami’s article.

As a Jewish educator, I share Etessami’s concern
for Mashadi families who are sending their children
to those yeshivas which promote religious extremism,
do not actively promote Zionism, and fail to provide
an adequate general education. It is a concern for
the children themselves, for their families, and for
the Mashadi community-at-large.

As an American educator who graduated from
public institutions and who has taught in public
institutions, I also share the concern expressed by
Soheil Kalati in his article about public schools in

America.

What then is the answer for Mashadi children
growing up in America’

It is my professional opinion that Mashadi
children are better served at a Yeshivah/day school
than they are in a public school. Yet parents must
be very selective in choosing a yeshivah/day school
and attempt to find one which is in sync with the
traditions of the Mashadi community. Etessami lists

some of these criteria:
ﬂ

The Meaning of Education
By: Michael Mardkha

EDUCATION -- To Develop Mentally and
Morally. This is the classical definition of the word
"Education" in the Webster’s Dictionary. Its a rather
simple word to understand, or is it? After all we
have attended many years of basic schooling of
different types. We have been taught how to read
and write, multiply and divide and function within
our society. We can read almost anything that 1s
printed, be it in English, Farsi, Hebrew or any other
language we have been educated in. But how many
of us can pickup a novel and READ it. Enjoy the
words that describe another person’s experiences, his
agonies and successes, his feelings and reasons; LO
understand its essence. I dare say, not very many.

To Develop Mentally and Morally: We do a
very good job of that with our young. Our kids are
by most standards well educated in all aspects of
life until they reach early adulthood. But how many
will share in the exhiliration of discovering a new
drug to cure a killer disease? How many will be
involved in designing spacecrafts that explore other
solar systems? How many might play a musical
instrument at Carnegie Hall? How many will be
nominated for a Nobel prize? Over 50% of all
Nobel prize receipients to date have been Jewish.

Why not one of us? _
continued on next page...

(1) Pro-Israel. Does the school actively celebrate

Isracl Independence Day? Does the school sponsor
trips to Israel? Encourage its graduates to spend a

year of study in Israel? The "thing to do". for
graduates of modern Yeshivah/day schools 1s to
spend a year of study in Israel before entering the
university.

(2) Provides a general education that is at least
as good, if not better, than the finest public school
in the suburbs of New York. Each year bright
graduates of modern Yeshivah/day sc!mols are
accepted at the top universities. In selecting a high
school for their children, Mashadi parents need to
ask about student scores on the SAT exams; need to
know how many of the school’s graduates attend
which university.

(3) Teaches in accordance with traditional Jewish
values. This determines what is being taught and
how it is being taught. If a school alienates children
from parents, looks with disrespect upon less
observant Jews, encourages blind adherence to
Jewish law, it is not teaching in accordance with
traditional Jewish values. Traditional Judaism,
mainstream Ashkenazic and Sephardic, values the
open-inquiry approach to study, values the oneness
of the Jewish people; and, at the core of the
tradition, is the commandment to honor one’s father

and mother.

As Etessami concludes, and I agree, "Not any
Yeshiva" is good enough for Mashadi children.

..continued from previous page

Lastly the article states that "we must make sure
that all future fathers and mothers go to college.”
Once again, considering the writer wants our
"Sepharadic tradition" preserved the priorities are in
the wrong place. The real question to ask 1s "How
many of our graduates will even know how to read
two words of Hebrew?", or "How many of our
children will remember why they are here?”, or
"How many of our graduates will make sure that
their children will come to synagogue?” Is a college
education an answer to these questions? No, but
merely another question. If you have been
considering a move up to a yeshiva education for

your youth, I have only one piece of advice to give
to you: DON'T GET BITTEN BY THE CRAB.

IN REPLY...

The Crab
By: Ronniel Levy

Crabs are the most intriguing creatures to study.
Their habits when in captivity together in a basket
ar¢ most unexplainable. Rather than helping each
other out of the basket, if any one crab should want
to climb out, the others, in a communal effort, drag
him back down to the bottom again. It would seem
that the other crabs would rather force the leader
down into the rancid basket than to allow him into
the open air where the warm moist sand hides
freedom and treasures. It is almost as though those
In the muddy basket feel as though they are jealous
of losing control; little do they know that they too
can climb out.

A recent article in the last Youth Supplement,
dated April 1991, materialized this concept. It
seems that the priorities of the writer are
unquestionably in the wrong place. Firstly the
article discusses the fate of the newly freed Russian
Jews in Israel. The article is worried about
comparatively superficial problems such as "Will the
Russians become religious or not?" and "..Will they
Join the Labor Party instead? Will they develop a
strong Jewish and Zionist identity..."; the real point
1s that fellow Jews are no longer being killed or
terrorized! In case the writer missed it, the point of
Operation Exodus was to free our fellow Jews and
to then hopefully bring them to religion, for
previously their lives had been at stake. Then, in a
feeble attempt to legitimize the essay in the eyes of
our community, and catch our attention while
insulting our intelligence, the article equates the
situation of the hundreds of thousands of Russian
Jews to our situation here. Do not get me wrong
for I really do not wish to argue over which is more
dqsperate, but rather to state what most have
reiterated to me; that the two are as comparable as
a_pple_s and toasters! They are simply two different
situations.

Next the article describes some of our education
alternatives as "cult like" and "ultra orthodox". As
someone who has perhaps attended one of those
yeshivot (and no, not the one that "is popular in our
community”) I must take particular offense to that
statement. Perhaps I too am a "follower" of a "cult
like fanatic" but then as is written in the Pirkey
Avot "1t is better to be a tail to lions than a head to
foxeg." But then again, if one had never gone to a
yeshiva one would never have even been able to
read_and translate those words from Hebrew. After
stating his obvious discontent with certain
communities, and his strong belief in the Jewish
ftate of _Israel, the article ponders on why there is a
denominational” system; as though the writer
hlmsel_f 1S no contributor to the denomination.

Thirdly, the article expresses a resentment
towards what is misunderstood by many as an
"unhealthy dependence in children for ’their Rabbr’,"

and the teaching of "religious extremism." Perhaps 1
loo am a religous extremist for I do not take off my
kippa when I leave the Shul. I already know that I
am a follower of a cult, and part of a

"del_lqminational" system, but now that I am a
"rf_:llglous extremist” as well, it will require me to
think twice about being a Jew for fear of what
others might say. As for our Rabbis, with all the
love we can give our children, with all the wealth,
and all the attention, with all the effort, and all the
health, a Rabbi can give our children only one thing:
Fortul_latcly for us it is the one thing we alone can
not give our children but all of us wish we can
have; a place in the world to come.

Lastly while on this subject, the article refers to
general studies and Jewish studies in the same breath
as though they were synonymous. Jewish Studies is
In no way a common math class or English class but
rather a far more important subject. In fact it is
why we are here and not in Iran, not only to make
money or to grow as common citizens whose
children learn "general studies” only, but instead to
make sure our children grow up as Jews, fearless
Jews, who know how to defend their faith.

On the fourth note I am compelled to comment
on v_vhat turned out to be a feeble attempt to hide
the 1den_tity of the yeshiva that is "popular with our
community.” While trying to be tactful, the article
instead offended many of our youth, and likewise
insulted the decision of many of their parents.

Next, the article attempts, with no proof
whatsoever, to show that today’s yeshivot "fail to

provide adequate general education." Nonsense!
Although I received a mark over the top 85% range
In my admission test the grade was a pathetic insult
compared to many of my classmates in my yeshiva.
Furthermore, as a very successful student leader at
Queens College, Vice President to be exact, a
student representative voting board member on a
corporation who’s total capital and assets exceed $1
million, I am proud to admit that I am a yeshiva
graduate who still wears his kippa. I must also state
_that our current President of Student association also
Is a yeshiva graduate (who wears a kippa in public
as well) who has recently been accepted to a
prestigious law school, that last year’s Vice President
was also a yeshiva graduate (who doesn’t wear a
kippa because she is a woman) who after graduation
was accepted to a prestigious law school, and that
Fhe most valid candidate for next year’s presidency
1Is also a yeshiva graduate who went to Israel for a
year (and wears ..). The list goes on.

continued on next page...
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The Crab
By: Ronniel Levy

Crabs are the most intriguing creatures to study.
Their habits when in captivity together in a basket
ar¢ most unexplainable. Rather than helping each
other out of the basket, if any one crab should want
to climb out, the others, in a communal effort, drag
him back down to the bottom again. It would seem
that the other crabs would rather force the leader
down into the rancid basket than to allow him into
the open air where the warm moist sand hides
freedom and treasures. It is almost as though those
in the muddy basket feel as though they are jealous
of losing control; little do they know that they too
can climb out.

A recent article in the last Youth Supplement,
dated April 1991, materialized this concept. It
seems that the priorities of the writer are
unquestionably in the wrong place. Firstly the
article discusses the fate of the newly freed Russian
Jews in Israel. The article is worried about
comparatively superficial problems such as "Will the
Russians become religious or not?" and "...Will they
jJoin the Labor Party instead? Will they develop a
strong Jewish and Zionist identity..."; the real point
1s that fellow Jews are no longer being killed or
terrorized! In case the writer missed it, the point of
Operation Exodus was to free our fellow Jews and
to then hopefully bring them to religion, for
previously their lives had been at stake. Then, in a
feeble attempt to legitimize the essay in the eyes of
our community, and catch our attention while
insulting our intelligence, the article equates the
situation of the hundreds of thousands of Russian
Jews to our situation here. Do not get me wrong
for I really do not wish to argue over which is more
desperate, but rather to state what most have
reiterated to me; that the two are as comparable as
apples and toasters! They are simply two different
situations.

Next the article describes some of our education
alternatives as "cult like" and "ultra orthodox". As
someone who has perhaps attended one of those
yeshivot (and no, not the one that "is popular in our
community”) I must take particular offense to that
statement. Perhaps I too am a "follower" of a "cult
like fanatic" but then as is written in the Pirkey
Avot "it is better to be a tail to lions than a head to
foxes." But then again, if one had never gone to a
yeshiva one would never have even been able to
read and translate those words from Hebrew. After
stating his obvious discontent with certain
communities, and his strong belief in the Jewish
state of Israel, the article ponders on why there is a
"denominational” system; as though the writer
himself is no contributor to the denomination.

Thirdly, the article expresses a resentment

and the teaching of "religious extremism." Perhaps 1
too am a religous extremist for I do not take off my
kippa when I leave the Shul. I already know that I
am a follower of a cult, and part of a

"denominational” system, but now that I am a
‘religious extremist" as well, it will require me to
think twice about being a Jew for fear of what
others might say. As for our Rabbis, with all the
love we can give our children, with all the wealth,
and all the attention, with all the effort, and all the
health, a Rabbi can give our children only one thing:
Fortunately for us it is the one thing we alone can
not give our children but all of us wish we can
have; a place in the world to come.

Lastly while on this subject, the article refers to
general studies and Jewish studies in the same breath
as though they were synonymous. Jewish Studies is
In no way a common math class or English class but
rather a far more important subject. In fact it is
why we are here and not in Iran, not only to make
mone€y or to grow as common citizens whose
children learn "general studies" only, but instead to
make sure our children grow up as Jews, fearless
Jews, who know how to defend their faith.

On the fourth note I am compelled to comment
on what turned out to be a feeble attempt to hide
the identity of the yeshiva that is "popular with our
community.” While trying to be tactful, the article
instead offended many of our youth, and likewise
insulted the decision of many of their parents.

Next, the article attempts, with no proof
whatsoever, to show that today’s yeshivot "fail to
provide adequate general education." Nonsense!
Although I received a mark over the top 85% range
In my admission test the grade was a pathetic insult
compared to many of my classmates in my yeshiva.
Furthermore, as a very successful student leader at
Queens College, Vice President to be exact, a
student representative voting board member on a
corporation who’s total capital and assets exceed $1

million, I am proud to admit that I am a yeshiva
graduate who still wears his kippa. I must also state

that our current President of Student association also
Is a yeshiva graduate (who wears a kippa in public
as well) who has recently been accepted to a
prestigious law school, that last year’s Vice President
was also a yeshiva graduate (who doesn’t wear a
kippa because she is a woman) who after graduation
was accepted to a prestigious law school, and that
the most valid candidate for next year’s presidency
1s also a yeshiva graduate who went to Israel for a

towards what is misunderstood by many as an

year (and wears ...). The list goes on.
‘unhealthy dependence in children for ’their Rabbr’,"

continued on next page...
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OH MOMMY
By: Nadia Chafieian

Ever since I was a little girl Mommy was the only
family I've known

In every move she made, her love for me was shown
One of Mommy’s hobbies was to smoke

But bad of it teachers only spoke

She would smoke a pack each and every night

How bad could it be?-—Mothers are always right!
Mommy told me when I grew to be her size not to
make the habit

For if it were a bad habit why would she still have
it?

From a different room each night, I'd hear Mommy
cough

But after a while the scary sound turned off
Sometimes her smoking made me cough too

She always said, "What could a little cigarette

possibly do?"

Then, one Thursday afternoon, Mommy seemed sad
Over and over she told me smoking was bad
Everytime I'd ask Mommy to play she would say to
find another day to pick

Finally, one day, Mommy said she was sick
Mommy said that her precious lungs were ill

I told Mommy to take a pill

Mommy said that she had to leave me

Why? Did she not love me?

No. She told me it was not her choice

She said that it was because of smoking in her soft
voice -

But Mommy was wrong——it was her choice to smoke
And I wish all of this was some sort of joke

One night, I asked Mommy to play

But she didn’t answer, on the couch she just lay
"Oh Mommy, oh Mommy, please answer me!

Oh G-d, oh G-d, please don’t let this be"

The doctor said that Mommy has forever gone away
But, "Good bye," she never did say

In a foster home, I will now live

In there, I know, love they will not give

Because of a trivial habit, a mother I lack

I would give all my toys away to have her back
That little cigarette that couldn’t possibly do a thing
In my heart has now caused a permenant sting
Mommy said if she was aware of the harm she
would have quit

"All of you smokers out there, next you can be hit!"
No one to go and seek when I go hide

I wish somebody could help me

Oh please! I want my mommy

Mommy was all the family I"d ever known

And now her cigarettes have left me all alone

And' to see all those people give up their chance to
stop!

Oh Mommy!

**Thank G-d this story does not apply to me. Give
your loved ones same opportunity! Quit smoking
while you can!

_..continued from previous page

Rather than trying to get rid of a problem by
ignoring it, we should try to confront it and help
everyone understand that there is an alchohol and
substance abuse problem in our community.

But if anyone is to take action on banning
alcohol from any community event, it should not be
the Youth Committee alone but rather the Sisterhood
and Board of Directors as well.

Here are some suggestions on how to battle
alchohol and substance abuse in our community:

a. To inform fully both the children and their
parents what these substances do to a person’s body

once taken.

b. To have a group of qualified people both in
our community and outside available if one day any
of us need them to help.

c. Even at festive occasions like weddings and
Bar Mitzvahs, minors should not be served and the
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caterer should be made aware that if something
happens they will be held responsible.

d. Last but not least, please, who ever 1s reading
this article, if you know of someone or are someone

with the symptoms of an abuser, don’t take this
subject lightly and accept the fact that there is a
problem and take the first step in helping yourself

and your friends.
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Who’s To Blame?
By: Shahram Haghighat

It 1s a medically proven fact that alcohol abuse
in adolescence clearly appears to be associated with
alcohol abuse in adult life. Therefore, policies to
prevent the onset of this behavior in adolescence
might be the most effective means to reduce it in all
segments of the population. This, coupled with the
fact that motor vehicle accidents are the leading
cause of death in persons under the age of thirty
five, and that alcohol is involved in over sixty
percent of these fatal accidents, caused the federal
government of the United States and various state
and local governments to get involved in a campaign
to reduce deaths from motor vehicle accidents by
discouraging alcohol abuse.

One major effect of this campaign has been the
upward trend in the minimum legal ages for the
purchase and consumption of alcoholic beverages.
By the time congress passed the Federal Uniform
Drinking Act of July 1984, almost thirty states had
increased their minimum legal drinking age to
twenty-one. A second major element of the
anti-drinking campaign is reflected by much more
severe penalties for the conviction of establishments
selling alcohol to a minor, the allocation of
additional resources to apprehend those who sell to
minors, and the easing in the standards required for
their conviction. Many bars and nightclubs are shut
down along with the conviction of their owners
because they serve alcohol to underage drinkers: all
it takes is one minor with a bottle of beer in his
hand.

Why then, you might ask yourself, would the
Mashadi Youth Committee, such a lucid and reliable
council, comprised of the most dependable
youngsters in our community, serve alcohol to
children who are sometimes as young as fifteen
years of age? Is it that they don’t know it’s illegal?
Is 1t that they want their younger peers to vomit in
the synagogue bathrooms all night? Or is it that
they believe that it is all right for fifteen year olds
to get drunk at their parties because they cannot
legally drive at that age and consequently could not
get hurt while driving intoxicated? I cannot tell you
what the answers to these questions are because I
have never questioned the Mashadi Youth Committee
about them.... but maybe somebody should!!!!

quthermore, as a college student who lives in a
glormltory I clearly assure everyone that alcoholism
1S not a problem in thc Mashadi youth. An
alcoholic is a person who is chemically dependent on
alcohol and abuses alcoholic beverages several times
a week. The few unfortunate circumstances that we
have_ had with our youth and alcohol is not, as your
previous issue of Megillah asserts because "some of
our youth are so ignorant and selfish that they
would embarrass themselves and our whole
community" nor 1s it because "they do not get
enough attention at home so they get attention by
getting drunk and being destrutive." The only

reason those mischievous occurrences took place 1s
because alcohol was readily available to them when

it should not have been... And by now we should
all know who’s to be blamed for that.

P.S: I have the highest respect for the Mashadi
Youth Committee. I revere and admire them for the
time they devote to enhance the Mashadi
congregation and literally make it a superior one. I
would even like to make the commitment of joining
the committee after I'm done with college, but that
still does not change my opinion on what policies

are _beneficial to our community and which ones are
detrimental.
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Editorial Policy

The following is the editorial policy of the Megillah Youth
Supplement:

A. Deadline for all articles will be the 30th day of the month

following the month published on the cover of the last issue of the

Megillah.
B. No anonymous letters or articles will be published.

C. No editorial changes will be made to the content of the article

without the consent of the author.

D. All articles and letters should be submitted typed or hand-written
double-spaced and mailed to: Megillah Youth Supplement,
P.O. Box 40, Kew Gardens, New York 11415.
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A Friendly Note
By: Ramin Ebrani

Dear Friends:

The ftollowing article was not written to change
anyone; just to to provide knowledge for your future
use.

Some people say "a drink a day will keep the
doctor away." It i1s not neccessarily true. There
have been certain instances that one drink turned
into two and three and more; eventually leading up
to diseases, accidents, and death.

I can not ask you not to drink or not to serve
alcohol at your weddings and parties, but what I can
ask you 1s to control your servings. Don’t put six
different bottles of alcohol on the table just for
anyone to come and mix them together: creating
poison and drinking it. Place someone in charge of
drinks who knows what drinks can be mixed
together and what drinks can not. Have that person
hand out drinks with control.

Don’t push drinks on your friends. If she/he
wants, they can ask for it. Don’t go around and try
to drink a girl/boy under the table. Everyone’s
body weight and size is different; some can take
alchohol more than others. Don’t try to get someone
who 1s important to you drunk, they might change
the way they think about you.

The statistics show that over 25,000 Americans
die every year in alchohol-related accidents and
furthur more hundreds of thousands get injured from
it. In case you see someone who passed out from
alchohol, please get them to a hospital as soon as
possible. If someone is very drunk, the best thing to
do 1s to let them rest and time will make them feel
better. Your body is like a very complex piece of
machine, take care of it as much as you can.

Icoh ks 1in Your :

Alcohol i1s absorbed directly into the bloodstream;
first through the tongue, then through the stomach,
then through the small intestine. Once in the
bloodstream, it travels to all the body tissues and
organs. Alcohol dissolves in water, so it readily
enters the water in the body’s tissues. There a
chemical reaction burns up the alcohol and produces
heat. It takes about four hours for an average adult

to burn up the alcohol in a bottle of beer, one glass
of wine, or one shot of whiskey.

How Does Alcohol Effect the Body:

Alcohol changes the activity of all the bodies
tissues. The blood, for instance, must work to cool
down the tissues that burn up the alcohol. It does
this by carrying heat to the surface of the body.
This extra blood in the skin 1s what makes the skin
red. In addition, alcohol decreases appetite. It
provides calories but has no protein, no minerals,
and very few vitamins. The overtime workings of
the kidneys makes one urinate more frequently than
normal. This increased heartbeat can lead to high
blood pressure. When the liver is busy burning
alcohol 1t doesn’t have time to burn fat. Heavy
drinkers have a higher than normal chance of
getting chronic diseases like stomach ulcers and
cancer of the mouth, pharynx, larynx and esophagus.

If they smoke the chances are even higher.

The Effects of Hangovers:

The terrible feeling that often hits people after a
night of heavy drinking is called a hangover. A
hangover could bring severe cases of headaches,
vomiting, weakness, and a rapid heartbeat. The
drinker may become nervous and unable to think
clearly. Such cures as coffee, vitamins, cold
showers, and more alcohol do not work. Solid food,
liquids, aspirin, rest and time can help ease the
symptoms, which usually ends within 36 hours.

continued on next page...
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...continued from previous page

deliberations, the decision of banning alcohol was
adopted by a majority vote and a new resolution
went into effect immediately.

The annual December 31st party, which was held
just a few months after the adoption of this
resolution, was the first opportunity to test the
effectiveness of the new policy and to see the effect
of banning alcohol in the party turnout.

Due to extraordinary effort of the party
subcommittee members and the many hours of hard
work that went into organizing this party, it turned
out to be a great success. Many original and
amusing features that added to the attractiveness of
this party made up for the absense of liquor. The

young people who were involved in organizing this

party demonstrated their respect for the decision of
the majority and went out of their way to make this
party one of the most successful events of the Youth

Committcc. '
The experiment with the alcohol-free events still

continues. The Mashadi Youth Committee 1is
constantly searching for ways to create a sate and
pleasant atmosphere in which all the youth can
participate and enjoy the company of their friends.
It is too early to tell the full effect of banning
liquor on the popularity of our events and the
behavior of our youth. We just hope that by
experimenting with new i1deas we will find better
ways to serve our youth and our community in the
future.
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Confronting Alcohol
By: Elena Ebrani

As many people know, one of the hottest topics
discussed at the Youth Committee has been
"Alchohol” and whether or not it should be banned.
For those of you who don’t know what happened,
because of certain acts of destruction and other
behavioral problems, MYC decided that it would be
better not to serve any more alchohol in any of its
events until further notice. A very admirable
thought; but the fact remains that not only the
voting was not unanimous, meaning that close to
half of Youth Committee was against this decision,
but also that, the problem of alchohol and substance
abuse still remain in our community and has not
been resolved. From day one, although I am not a
drinker, I was against this decision for the sole
reason that everyone old enough to drink, is entitled
to make the decision himself or herself and those
people who are under-aged should not be served at
all.

The basics behind any good up-bringing and
education should be and are the parents.

We can not do the job of parents in this society.
[f they are responsible enough to become parents,
they should learn to control their children and set a

good example for them. The day after New Year’s
Eve, I went to a place where there were a lot of
‘grown ups”. It was so funny to me that these same
people who keep pushing MYC to take action
towards the Youth, were bragging to each other
about how many bottles of Absolutes and premixed
Stolie and Cranberry they had taken to their friends’
houses as gifts the night before. They also boasted
about how some of them had gotten sick and how
late they had gotten home the next day. This is
where the problem lies: How can you expect your
children to act when they are growing up and given
this as an example? 1 bet they didn’t even have
designated drivers like some of the youth did!
continued on next page...
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How Alcohol Effects Behavior:

Alcohol is a strong mind-altering drug that
effects the central nervous system including the
brain. Some people think that alcohol stimulates
them and makes them better conversationalists; what
it really does is that it paralyzes those areas of the
brain that controls judgement and self-control. The
next area effected is the one that controls muscle
movement. This results in slower reactions and
slurred talking. Next is the malfunction of the sense
organs, blurred or double vision, dimmed hearing,
accidental burps and a disturbed sense of balance.
The next level is the loss of vital functions:
breathing, hearbeat, and body temperature become
paralyzed.

dow Alcohol Effe Mental Proce :

Alcohol can create terrible learning performance,
memory loss, and the lack of problem solving
abilities: in short, the drinker cannot think clearly.
Alcohol also effects emotions creating an illusion of
well-being making the drinker fell he/she is
performing better than normal. This false sense of
well-being can delude the drinker to fccl that
he/she can perform dangerous tasks with ease.

Nhat determines the Effe of Alcohol:

About 20% of the alcohol consumed passes
through the stomach and into the bloodstream, this is
called the Blood Alcohol Level. Most people will
not feel any different until their level reaches 0.03
to 0.05. This is equivalent to a 200 pound (90
kilogram) person having two beers. On the other
hand, a person who weighs half as much, after the
same amount of drinks, will have a Blood Alcohol
Level of 0.075 which could affect their vision,
hearing, and muscle control. An empty stomach, the

speed of consumption, the type and mixture of the
beverage, the sensitivity of the body, and the

motivation for the drink all determine the effects of
the alcohol.

Development of Drinking Habits:

Usually parents who drink will have children
who drink. Children could also learn to drink from
their friends, the media, and general social
gatherings. Some feel that marijuana and cocaine
are much more of a serious and harmful problem,
but they can all be categorized on the same level.

Alcoholism:

Alcoholics cannot stop drinking because they
have become psychologically and physically
dependant on alcohol. The younger one starts to
drink, the sooner and faster one can become
addicted to alcohol. Some signs that a person is
heading towards alcoholism are:

1- Getting drunk atleast four times a year.

2- Needing a drink before going to work or
social events.

3- Driving while drunk.
4- Becoming injured or hurting someone else

because of an alcohol-related incident.

5- Getting into trouble with the law because of

drinking.

6- Doing things while drunk that wouldn’t have

occurred while sober.

7- Becoming angry when advice on alcohol is

given.

8- Experiencing blackouts.
Alcoholism is a disease, and most alcoholics need

support and understanding to recover. Alcoholics
Anonymous is the most well-known of many support

groups helping people recover emotionally and
psycologically from alcohol.
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Miss B. D. writes: With all these Weddings &
Parties and trips I do not know which ones to
attend. How do I find the right circles?

Dear Miss B. D.: You have touched a very big
issue in our community. Everyone knows that being
seen with the wrong crowds and nerds can ruin one’s
image. Not everyone deserves the honor of your
presence. Here is some helpful hints to find the
right crowds at the right time.

- Whenever you are invited to a wedding hold
on to your R.S.V.P. card as much as possible.
Meanwhile, find out i1f the right crowd have
responded yes or no.

- In all the youth committee events try to buy
the ticket late - possibly at the door or on the bus.
This will give you a chance to see who 1s coming.
In any case, show up as late as possible, be
fashionbly late. Don’t worry about the organizers of
the event. "We need time to order stuff or to set
up” 1s just an excuse. After all, what difference
does it make if one person 1s late?

- At the Weddings, try to be the last one to sit
at the table. This way you can check out the
seating arrangement and change seats.

* & Fk Kk k &k ¥

Mrs. X.Y writes: 1 have a problem with my
husband’s gambling habits. We have been living in
New York for years but we never take advantage of
the opportunities of this cultural center of the world,
because on every weekend and whenever he has any
free time my husband leaves me to play poker with
his friends. We never go to shows, theaters or
museums. We havn’t even seen a movie together for
years. Can you give me some advice?

Dear Mrs. X.Y.: The solution to your problem is
simple. You must get a group of friends together
and start gambling yourself. I promise you that
after a few weeks you will develop such a
dependence on gambling that you will forget about
movies, museums, music and other such wastes of
time called "Culture”. Besides, playing cards is great
exersize for your wrist muscles and is very healthy.
You should also get your children to watch you
when you play cards and get them into gambling
soon so their talents are not wasted on other useless
and silly activities.

* % k k k k %

, , (HAKIM BASHI)

Dear Hakim Bashi:
I have a major complaint about the organizers of

Youth Committee trips and events. It seems like
they do not want us to have any healthy fun at their
events. As you know, one of our best and holiest
activities 1s Water Fights. The last time I went on a
weekend trip with the Youth Committee they were

forbidding us to have Water Fights and when we
tried to have some fun throwing water at each other
in the hotel rooms they got very angry at us. What
harm can water do? Please tell the Youth
Committee to not restrict us so much!

Answer: I am 1n complete agreement with you.
It is never a bad time or place for a good moist
water fight. Whether you are indoors or outdoors.
No activity is more interesting or more original than
water fights. We should be proud of our youth who
have so much originality to always come up with the
original 1dea to keep repeating this original activity.
I for one always promote this activity and constantly
enjoy it myself. As a matter of fact, as I am typing
this reply, me and my friends are having buckets of
fun right here 1n our office. As you said, water
cannot cause much
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"It 1s not the thought of man we must fear,
but the mask of righteousness of man;
for thoughts cannot suppress
only to invite truth to enter.”

This 1ssue of the Megillah Youth Supplement is a

hallmark issue. The topic open for discussion is
alcohol and substance abuse; but what makes this
issue special is the premiere of a new section called
"In Reply.”

"In Reply" has been created as the result of
strong reactions to our previous issue, the topic of
which was "Education." The article that brought in
the most response was "Not Any Yeshiva" by
Mehran Etessami. We have reprinted that article in
Persian for the benefit of our Farsi readers along
with reactions to it in the "In Reply" section.

It 1s with pride that we are presenting this
section and we praise all those who provided us with
their views. We sincerely hope that discussion
continues on the topic of education for it is truly an
important one.

Over the course of these past few months,
questions have arisen regarding the purpose and
definition of the Youth Supplement.

In our first issue, we had, in very general terms,
tried to define the basic theory behind the Youth
Supplement: To create a forum for discussion on
topics related to our youth and the future of our
youth. Topics such as "Life in New York,"
"Importance of Education,” and "Effects of Alcohol."

By creating conversation on such topics,
hopefully we can get a better understanding of who

we, the Mashadi Youth, are and at the same time
allow "truth to enter."

What 1s "truth?" Truth is the correct reality.
Hopefully, by reading articles written by their peers
our readers can choose for themselves what "truth”
1s. But if we censor certain views that are deemed
unacceptable by certain factions of our community,
we would be underestimating the ability of our
readers to choose what "truth" is.

Basically, we are providing a forum for the
members of our community to express their opinions
SO we can try to learn from them and hopefully get
closer to each other by learning to respect each
other’s opinion.

Are all topics open for discussion? Theoretically,
yes. The Mashadi Youth Committee, the publisher
of the Megillah, therefore, the publisher of the
Youth Supplement has three general objectives: to
promote Judaism, Zionism, and communal unity.
These are our boundarles

Please enjoy reading this issue and let us know
how you feel about it!

The topic open for discussion in the next issue
of the Megillah Youth Supplement will require
lmagmatmn and fiction wntmg abilities. "How do
you envision our community in the year 2020?"
For example, where will we live; how will we

spend our leisure time; who will our role models
be; will we still be identified as Mashadi Jews,

etc.? Or, you could describe a day in the life of
a Mashadi family in the year 2020.

“

Why MYC Banned Alcohol
By: Bernard Livi

The 1dea of banning alcohol in our parties and
events was suggested to the Mashadi Youth
Committee a few years ago. At the time it was
argued that not serving alcohol would decrease the
attractiveness of our parties to our young patrons,
and other measures should be taken to insure that
such gatherings remained popular among the youth.
It was therefore decided to limit the consumption of
alcohol by devising methods to control the
availability of liquor at our parties.

Last summer, after a number of unpleasant

Incidents in our parties, the issue was brought up
again to explore the feasability of banning alcohol
altogether from our events and activities.

Keeping the youth of our community together in
a safe and pleasant environment has always been a
primary concern of the Youth Committee. Since our
parties and events have always been a way to
achieve this goal, every effort had to be made to
improve the quality of our parties and events, while
keeping them attractive to all of our youth.

To debate on this issue, a special meeting was
held, through which, after many hours of

continued on next page...
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The 1990-1991 Chamionship Season

of the Mashadi Magic

By: Rama Bassali

On June 2, 1991 history was in the making. In
addition to it being the day of the Israeli Day
Parade, this date also marked the first ever
championship won by a young Mashadi Magic
basketball team (in the Young Israel Senior Division
of Greater New York). Coached by Michael Mayer
and Levid Hakimian, the Mashadi Magic went
against all odds by proving that this second year
team had what it takes to win it all. The team
started out the season with two losses that put the
team in last place. After the loss of two players
and the acquisition of another, the team hoped to
reestablish themselves in game number three. Sure
enough the change had taken place and little by
little the team began to gain pride and confidence.
With the acquisition of a talented young individual,
Sam (Stealth) Haghighat, the team was able to
compile a flawless record of 9 wins and no losses
through the rest of our season.

The season was not an easy one. Our average
margin of victory was ten points but that number
does not signify how close our games were and how
many times we had to come from behind to win it.

awards banquet will be held for the team. A trophy
will be given to Shaare Tova on behalf of the
league and trophies will be given out to all team

members.

As a second year team we have set standards for

future teams of Mashadi Magic.

We hope that in

the future the team will receive more support from
the community and the synagogue. We are the first
ever Magic team to win the title, but surely not the
Although the real memories are the ones 1n
our heads, it was also a geat idea we had to

last.

videotape the game.

The scene from our victory

will be seen at the next MYC gathering (hopefully).
I would like to conclude by saying "WE ARE THE
CHAMPIONS", that old famous song we love to sing.
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A Once In a Lifetime Experience.....
By: Hertzel Cohanpour

It happened on a Friday night not long ago. I
was on my way home from an ordinary Friday night
dinner/get together. As I was passing by our
synagogue, I noticed some people standing outside
the lobby and it seemed as if there was some
function in progress. I was suddenly determined to
go 1n and get to the bottom of it! As the glass door
was closing behind me, 1 realized that the people I
had seen before were no longer there. "What is it
like in there, in the sanctuary, at night when there is
no one around and the place 1s dark?" 1 found
myself drawn to the door thinking that. My heart
started to pound against my chest. I felt a sudden
jitter or perhaps an intense fear came over me. Oh,
I need a Yarmulka before I go in. I run back, I
get one, and return to where I was before, facing
the entrance. Is there anything religiously wrong

with me going inside alone? 1 don’t know. But I
know I’'m going in.

By this time my heart was racing me faster to
the door than the rest of my body. I'm being
sucked 1nto a place that has always been so familiar
to me, but tonight it seems utterly strange and

reminders to stay quiet during the time that the
Torah 1s being read are no longer effective. I'm lost
and a bit confused, where 1s this place? A friend
yells from across the room, come on, there is a seat
over here. I fought my way through the crowd to
the empty seat, collapsed 1n 1t and got involved in
casual conversations like everyone else. Business as
usual! I'm back to the real world and I put the
experience behind me!
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changed the mood of the team.

They played with such great emotional intensity
that the players took us to a four point win and
advanced us to the second round of the playolfs.
During the Championship game, the commissioner
came over to us and said, "Can I ask you one
question?, Why are you guys (Magic) always

WE ARE THE CHAMPIOKS!I
#Won due to forfeit and withdrawal of Hillcrest from league
*Won due to the forfeit and No Show of Lawrence

1991 Active Roster(In Alphsabetical Order)

Name:

# Position

feeling then. Hundreds of years of Jewish history
and culture, and now I’m standing right in the
middle of it, not sharing any of it with anybody.
I’ve been up here so many times before, but how
come I've never been so spiritually moved as I am
now? What is this sudden realization of the
non-physical world? I am physically alone, there is
no one here but myself (or is there?!) but I still feel

We would also like to ask those of you who took
any tapes, to bring them back to the library so
others could also enjoy them. Thank You.
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Talmud Torah Report MAZAL TOV

On Sunday, June 2nd, over 100 young members NN By: Haroun Kohanim Collected by: Haroun Kohanim
of our community along with some guides and I

parents marched in New York City’s 27th annual B _1- On Sturday May 4th, the students of the 3rd :

Salute To Israel Parade on Fifth Avenue. This year, = Minyan read the Torah successfully and 6 of them

for the first time, our community marched in the who participated in the reading of Torah every year Girls:

parade under its own banner as one of the thousands were awarded a free trip to Israel which they will

of Jewish schools and organizations participating In go on together with other youngsters with the MYC’s Deborah & Sam Hakim

the parade. The theme selected by the Mashadi - annual tour, scheduled to depart on June 30th. Farzaneh & Michael Hajioff
marchers this year was "Wildflowers Of Israel.”" The = . Afshin Bassali Lida & Farzad Hakimi
parade’s organizers from the Youth Committee had . 2. Mehrdad Ebrani Esther & Ilan Moheban
prepared many banners and various paper and real ’ i S 3. Oded Hakimian Dalia & Daniel Bassalian
flowers that were carried by the participants, all |5 L. § % L e 4. Daniel Koren Linda & Mehrdad Banilevi
wearing orange and navy uniforms. " R e R LD O h o 5. Simon Sioni Norma & Manouchehr Namdar

. Pedram Shaer

et =

i

Leading the Mashadi group wecse a number of | , i |

- s 5, -
1 ke . =

young students of the Sisterhood’s ballet and dance § & il Boys:
classes. These young girls had prepared different e 2- The Long Island Talmud Torah held its
ance steps that they performed with much [ graduation ceremony on Sunday, June 9th, at the Monica & Majid Zarouvabeli
enthusiasm during the parade. This year’s Parade ' = | _ Shaare Tova Ballroom and prizes were awarded to Estherica & Yossi Nassimi
was the largest ever with over 100,000 marchers and S ' those who read the Sidoor successfully. anet & Behrouz Hematian
many thousands more spectators including many =& ;5 _ _ Yaffa & Firouz Shahverdi
people from our community. . 3- Registration for Long Island Talm_ud Torah Marina & George Dilamani
The Youth Committee is grateful to all those who " . | . classes was held on Sundy, June 9th and will be held Mojgan & Robert Hakimi Sarra
participated and helped with this year’s parade, and ~ e again on Sunday, August 25th at 'ihe Great Neck Catherine & Bob Etessami
hopes to have even larger groups of marchers in the . | Synagogue. All students should fill out the new
following years. ; - s e registration form and -hand them in before the - :
| (o _ beginning of the classes. The classes will start on
Rafting Tri i Sl o o L . Wednesday November 4th. Leon, son of Essy & Paulette Yaghoubi
. _ ' Allen, son of Mina & Amir Kaheni
About 70 people enjoyed a day of rafting on the :4— A spe_mal cla'ss for ch_lldren who will have David, son of Marie & Shaaban Nassimian
Lehigh River in Pennsylvania in a rafting trip their Bar Mitzva this year will be held during this Nika, son of Minoo & Noorollah Azizi
organized by MYC on Sunday, June 16th. summer on Sunda)_rs, from 9 to _11 a.m. at the Shaare mil , son of Mahshid & Kambiz Hakimi
Tova Synagogue with Mr. Nissanian’s supervision. randon, son of Lida & Daryush Hakimi
aymond, son of imi
5- The Shaare Tova Talmud Torah classes will rgn, son of Mgtrgtzl}fmgﬁlggﬂlfigﬁlml
gnd cm‘f JUI;)C 23 after tfhehgraduation ceremony. The ama, son of Parvaneh & Iraj Nabavian
ates for beginning of the next sessions of classes ii
will be annougnced litcr. orenzo, son of Betty & Khosrow Leviim
6- To avoid a conflict with the weekly classes
the Talmud Torah Committee requests that all hideh Rahmanan & Mehrdad Kohanim
parents make sure that they do not hold birthday lizabeth Mardkha & Moosa Levian
arties for their children at the same time Talmu udy Sheila Peller & Benzion Jeffrey Carmeli

R

Torah classes are being held.
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athy Shaban & Igal Yossefon

tella Hakimian & Izak Nassimi

adan Esmaili & Shahryar Hakimian
harlene Hakimian & Siamak Ijadi
ebbie Hakimi & Shahram Rahmanan
oshanak Zar & Alfred Kashi Nejad

SL TS ki :
iy S
Rz

A ap
. l.l"r
-

-
ifr‘_.'l
LT =
"y

i
i

o7 v
XA _‘ru
'ﬁ".i ol

ot

& g o g - S wE ' ;
R - Sy H -

S

3
i

i .
TR
\}&&. .\,..:".&h __\_ﬂ:\-__ﬁ'\-_:_\_

e S Al S s
i e S S S
T R iy e o, i
% :

.
o

e,

i R
LA Loy

Pa.ge 43 Number 33, Tammuz 5751, July 1991 Megilla’h Page 42 Number 33, Tammuz 5751, July 1991 Megillah




: independence D3 : The group met with four influential Jewish habbat Seminar with Doctor Gottliek
Organization represantatives that watch for interests

For the first time, Israel’s Independence was of Israel in Washington D.C. Afterwards meetings On April 26 more than 130 members of our
celebrated 1n a special carnival organized by the were held at the State Department and the Capital community spent their Shabbat together at Shaare
Youth of our community. This program was held on Hill in which the participants had a chance to meet Tova 1n a Seminar with our guest for the weekend,
thursday April 18 and near 500 people attended the Senators and represantatives who are strong Professor Dovid Gottlieb.
carnival. supporters of Israel. At the end of the day a Doctor Gottlieb who 1s also a Rabbi, took his

At this event a number of fun and amuzing reception was held at the Isracli Embassy. doctorate in philosophy at Brandeis University and

ooths such as ball throwing, shooting and The Israel & Zionism Subcommittee would like to became a professor of philosophy at Johns Hopkins.
ie-throwing were set up, which the participants emphasize the importance of such visits especially In 1980 he made aliyah with his family and was
could enjoy by buying coupons and trying their luck. during these critical times in U.S. Israeli relations. appointed Senior Lecturer in Jewish Philosophy at
The lucky players won an assortment of interesting They encourage everyone to open a channel of Yeshivat Ohr Sameach in Jerusalem. He travels to
prizes. dialogue with our represantatives in Washington and United States frequently to lecture on various
The hall at the Shaare Tova complex was let the lawmakers know how we feel about Israel. subjects of Jewish interest, and we were very lucky

decorated with Israeli flags and Israeli music added
to the festive atmosphere to celebrate Israel’s
Independence Day.

to be able to have him as our guest for the entire
weekend.

During the seminar, Dr. Gottlieb spoke on three
different subjects: Love and Marriage, Why Bad
Things Happen to Good People, and science and
evolution and their relationship to Jewish Learning.
His book "The Informed Soul" on introductory
encounters with Jewish thought is available at the
Shaare Tova Library.

The annual MYC campaign to check the
Mezuzahs & Tefilins was held in April of this year. -

Due to popular demand, the Religion & Heritage
Subcommittee provides this service for the
community and thesc rclegious articles are checked
by certified sofrim.

The turnout at this campaign was much greater
than last year, and the Religion & Heritage
subcommittee will continue to provide this service to
the community throughout the year.

Mashadi Youth Committee’s Culture Club
continues to explore the cultural and entertainment
scenes of New York City. In April, culture club 1n
association with Speaker’s Forum Sub-Committee
organized a very successful Shabbat seminar in
Shaare Tova in which Dr. Dovid Gottlieb joined our
group for the entire weekend. Report of this
program is presented separately.

In May the programs included a visit to the
Lincoln Center to enjoy the classic ballet "Coppelia”
by the American Ballet Theater.

The Israel & Zionisim Subcommittee organized
it’s third trip to washington D.C. to meet with
represantatives and senators and to discuss issues
that are related to the State of Isracl. On this trip
which took place on April 25, 10 members of our
community together with represantatives of Syrian
and Iraqi and Yemenite and Greek and Turkish
Jewish communities had the chance to meet
influential congressmen in the capital.
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On Saturday May 11, the Speakers’ Forum and
Israel & Zionism Subcommittees of MYC organized
a lecture on Israel’s rights to Judea & Sumaria under
international law.

Guest speaker for this program, Mr. Edward
Siegel, an attorney and an expert on international
law, examined the documents defining the modern
Jewish State. He analyzed the United Nations’
resolutions 242 and 338 as well as the Balfour
Declaration and showed their relevance to the
current Arab Israeli conflict.

After the lecture Mr. Siegel answered the
questions of the audience.

Youth Committee’s picnic and barbecue took P . S
place on Sunday May 26 in Sunken Meadow State 88 = d e~
Park on Long Island. Three buses and a numberof @ . .
private cars took more than 200 people to this
beautiful park. Participants enjoyed a great day of
sports and delicious barbecue with their friends.
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YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT

SHAARE TOVA BOARD REPORT E
By: Bernard Livi

By: Bahram Kamali

community who have worked on a draft of the 1

ylaws will be invited to a board meeting and their
suggestions will be dicussed and voted upon one
article at a time. Only the members of the Joint
Board are eligible to vote.

In the recent session of the Shaare Tova Board
meeting which was held on June 10, 1991, the 1ssue
of a central board of directors was discussed and
decided upon. Also, to draw up bylaws for the
central board, a draft that has been prepared by a

group of young people will be studied and
considered. 35— The proposed bylaws for the Central Board

The minutes of this meeting are printed below: will be brought to a public referandum after | |
approval by the Joint Board of directors. The date unique and powerful collection of photographs

for the elections will then be set and free elections created by the Simon Weisenthal Center. Writings
will follow. from 40 panels and captions of over 200 original

photographs that described the history of the events
in Nazi Germany and Europe, were translated and
made available in Farsi.

Rabbi Ben Chaim formally started the program
by reciting a prophecy from Yechezkel regarding the

atrocities of the Nazis, and afterwards, Mr. Behrooz

7- Those who are interested in community atfairs Dilmanian delivered a very interesting introductory
and are prepared for this position may announce speech.

their candidacy for the elections. candidate may The guest speaker for the evening was Peter
also be suggested to the supervisory council by at Malkin, who 1s a former Israeli agent responsible

least three people who find that person eligible for for tracking down and capturing Adolph Eichman
a position on the Central Board. All the candidates the most notorious war criminal in history Mr’
for election to the Central Board should sign an Malkin who is the author of "Eichman In My i—Iands':
acceptance form and present it to the council. delivered a very exciting leture about the events

leading to Eichman’s capture. The major points of
this lecture are translated into Farsi and appear in
this Issue of Megillah.

The program was concluded by a moving slide
and music presentation. At the end, six candles
were lit in memory of the six million Jews and the
program ended by singing of the Hatikvah.

Since MYC started programs to observe Yom
HaShoah a few years ago, the response has been
' more positive every year. This year’s program was

\“ W \“ W ‘ " attended by more than 500 people to show their
ﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂ\ﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬁ respect to the fallen victims of the Holocaust.

SISTERHOOD REPORT

By: Janet Etessami

The annual Yom HaShoah memorial program, in
memory of the six million Jews who lost their lives
to the atrocities of the Nazis in World War II was
held on Wednesday April 10, 1991 at the Shaare
Tova Ballroom.

The program consisted of an exhibition of a

Minutes of the Joint Meeting

To form a central board of directors for the
community, the following resolutions were adopted

_ , 6- The Joint Board of directors will appoint
at this meeting.

members to an election supervisory council to
oversee the elections. Members of this council may

1- By unanimous decision it was decided that the not be candidates for the elections.

number of members elected to the Central Board of
directors will be 21.

2- By a vote of 12 to 3, the term of the Central
Board was set for 3 years. Three of those present
were of the opinion to have a 4 year term.
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3- Of the 21 members elected to the central
board those who regularly and permanently attend
services at Shaare Tova Synagogue will be on the
internal board of Shaare Tova, and those who
regularly and permanently attend services 1n in other localities in the future, their members may
Great Neck wil be members of the Great Neck join the Central Board in the same manner. Those
Board. who are elected to the Central Board will also be a
member of the internal board of their own
synagogue as well.

8- G-d willing, when we have more synagogues

4- The current 19 member Joint Board of
directors is responsible to draw up the bylaws for
the Central Board. Seven young members of our

The Mashadi Sisterhood’s activities have been as 3- The salute to Israel Parade, arranged by the
follows: Sisterhood and the Youth Committee was
successfully held in June 1991. We hope that this

- Basketball classes were arranged for boys of cooperation will continue in future programs.

age 10-12 and 12-15 and will continue until the end

of June. 4- On June 9, 1991 an interesting dance recital
program, marking the end of the ballet classes was
arranged by the Sisterhood with participation ol
and reducing noise during the reading of Torah on about 80 students and over 350 parents and
Shabbat, a new program for chaperoning children spectators. After the entertainment refreshments
has been arranged at the Shaare Tova Gym between were served.

2- For the purpose of supervision ol youngsters

10-12 a.m. During this program children will be

supervised and will play various games. _
The Sisterhood would like to thank the girls who

voluntarily assisted this program and _also requests
those interested in participating in this program to
contact the Sisterhood.

It was the third year that this program was held.

5- Following the demand shown for the
Community Bat Mitzva Party, the Sisterhood has
decided to arrange a community Bar Mitzva Party
scheduled to be held in August at the Shaare Tova

Ballroom.
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and convenience.
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EDITORIAL

In the last issue of Megillah, an article entitled
"Not any Yeshiva" appeared in the Youth
Supplement section which started many discussions
over the i1ssue. Many members of our community
displayed deep and emotional sentiments after the
publication of the magazine.

We are extremely pleased to see this kind of
concern regarding the issue of education among our
interested parents as well as the youth of our
community. On the other hand, it is most
unfortunate that most of the reactions to this issue
were aroused before studying the article in depth,
and without having adequate information on the
subject. A community that is intelligent enough to
express its opinion freely, should also be tolerant of
people with different views. Meditated and
constructive reactions should only be presented after
complete and meticulous study of the issues
involved. We all agree that education is one of the
most complicated issues of our community. At this
stage, we will be presenting new and constructive
opinions through English and Farsi articles so that a
sensible solution could be found.

With the approach of the new elections, the
editorial board of Megillah would like to draw the
attention of the community to the fact that the

presence of individuals, experienced and informed
about educational and cultural aspects, within the
leadership of the community is essential, so that
constructive decisions could be made about these
issues. The community’s leadership will have an
obligation to devote more time and resources to
finding solutions for, and advising the community on
the 1ssue of elementry and high school education in
the future.

With other articles on this subject, the
shortcomings of the educational system both in
public schools and in Yeshivas will become more
apparent to the community. Social problems of
some public schools, such as drugs, abundance of
many kinds of weapons, pre-maritial sex and
teenage pregnancy, and lack of enthusiasm for a
proper education are well known to everyone. Also,
the levels of religious and secular education in some
Yeshivas do not appeal to many of our parents.

Everyone 1s invited to present constructive
proposals. For the time being it is essential for all
parents to be aware of the curriculum of public
schools and Yeshivas. The education level and
social environment of both types of schools should
be examined carefully so as not to jeopardize the
well being of our children in the future.
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