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HAPPY

PASSOVER

Partcipanty of the Mashadit Sisterhoods community Hat mitzvah ceremony on January 27, 1991.

EDITORIAL

Once again there has been a long delay in the
publication of another issue of Megillah. Although
the Megillah staff could blame this delay on
technical problems such as the Mashadi Youth
Committee’s move to a new office or the very busy
schedule of the editors, there is no doubt that the
internal debate within the Megillah staff and with
the MYC greatly contributed to this delay in
publication. These discussions and debates about
Megillah’s policy and its views and positions in
community 1ssues were very constructive for
Megillah, and they resulted in a strengthening of
Megillah and its staff. What follows is a summary
of issues discussed and decisions made during these
lapses between publication.

Megillah is published by the Mashadi Youth
Committee. Even though only some of the past and
present members of the Youth Committee are in
chargc of the Megillah, this publication belongs to
every member of our community in New York and
around the world. This is the only community
publication that reflects the opinion of the members
on social issues. From the very beginning, the
editors have tried to have a broad perspective on
the 1ssues concerning the community and create a
media through which these issues can be presented.

Megillah has always felt responsible to bring out
the i1ssues and develop a constuctive dialogue among
the community members. With the new
developments in the organization of our community,
this responsibility takes an additional importance in

the years to come. Megillah is hopeful that with the
expansion of its staff it can fulfill this responsibility
in a more effective and professional way.

The following points will be emphasized in the
upcoming issues of Megillah:

1. With respect to the Editorial column, the
opposing views will be printed in the same issue or
in the next 1ssue of Megillah.

2. To present the important issues of the
community, more emphasis will be placed on the
opinion of the readers of Megillah. Readers are
encouraged to submit more signed articles for

publication.

3. The English section of Megillah will be
expanded with more emphasis on "Youth
Supplement,” to encourage participation of the youth
in social issues.

4. The Mashadi Youth Committee will continue to
be the publishers of Megillah.

The Youth Committee has given full authority
and responsibility for publishing Megillah to its

editorial staff and will not be involved with details
of its contents.

As always, Megillah encourages its readers to
present their views or criticism of communtiy issues
so they can be published here.
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SISTERHOOD REPORT

By: Janet Etessami

The Mashadi Sisterhood’s activities during the
past months have been as follows:

1. The preparation and decoration of fruit
baskets for Simcha Torah, which were sold very
successfully. The total amount of contributions
made were $175,518, which will be given to Talmud
Torah Committee to be used for cultural and
educational needs during this year.

2. This year’s Bat Mitzvah Dinner Party was held
on Jan 27th, for fifteen girls who participated. Each
girl was presented with a gift and’a certificate.

3. The annual children’s Channuka Party was held
on Dec. 16th. At this party, which included a candle
lighting ceremony and carnival, many children
participated and were presented with gifts.

4. For the Fruit Festival (Ilanot), dried fruit
baskets were distributed among Queens & Great
Neck’s Talmud Torah Students.

5. The special visit to the Big Apple Circus at
Lincoln Center, arranged for the community’s
Ladies, was very successtul.

6. The children’s Purim Party was held for 400
children and their parents on Feb. 24th. It included

dancing and masquerade and a clown performance.
Some awards were presented to the best costumes

and dancing. All participants received gifts.

7. Charity Luncheon was held on Feb. 26th, with
the participation of 450 ladies. Tickets were $26
which included lunch, orchestra, dancing, and a
fashion show for children and young women and

pregnancy outfits. Some gifts, contributed by
members of our community, were raffled off among
the guests. Tickets sales generated $22,000 of which
$7,000 was given to Hadassah, $7,000 to The Friends
of Israel Defense Force, $7,000 to the UJA

Organization for Operation Exodus, and $1,000 will
be given to Hadassah Youth Alhah.

The Sisterhood would like to give its admiration
and thanks to all those who assisted in decoration of
flowers and fruit baskets and also the people who
donated different gifts and prizes which were
distributed during the Hadassah Party.

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT
By: Bernard Levy

Culture Club:

Many cultural events were organized by MY(C’s
Culture Club during the past few months. Among
the shows that were arranged were "Fiddler on the
Roof" starring the original actor in the movie
version of the play, Chaim Topol, and the comic
Opera "Die Fledermaus” with Dom Deluise, at
Lincoln Center.

The Culture Club visited the exhibition at the
Yeshiva University’s Museum, the "Sepharadic
Journey." This exhibit was on display to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of the expulsion
of the Jews from Spain during the inquisition. The
exhibit featured more than 100 items, including
pictures, costumes, old marriage certificates
(Ketubas), art and ceremonial objects depicting the
history and lives of Sephardic Jewish communities
throughout the word.

In March 1991, the Culture Club attended the
Israel Philharmonic Concert at Carnegie Hall. The
program was conducted by Zubin Mehta and the
renowned violinist Itzhak Perlman was featured as
the Soloist of the program.
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The Mashadi Youth Committee has recently
moved its office to a new location. This new office
which is very close to the Shaare Tova Synagogue is
located on 83-36 Beverly Road, Apt. 2G. The
March meeting of the Youth Committee was held in
this office and the Mezuzahs were affixed to the
doorposts. Some of the past members of the Youth
Committee were present for the affixing ceremonies.

Tennis Party

The first Tennis Party of the Mashadi Youth
Committee was held on Saturday night Dec. 22nd, at
U.S.T.A. National Tennis Center (U.S. Open) in
Flushing Meadows Park. On this night all indoor
tennis courts of the Center were reserved for the
Youth Committee. More than 170 tennis players and
enthusiasts participitated in this program which went
on from 9 to 12 pm. Those who were not playing
enjoyed refreshments and the company of their

friends in the lounge of the center which overlooks
the courts.

After this party, the Youth Committee has been
approached to organize more programs of this sort.
Since the courts of the National Tennis Center are
very much in demand throughout the year, the Youth
Committee has not yet been able to reserve a
suitable night for its next party. The Health and
Fitness Subcommittee of MYC plans to have more
such programs in the future.

Purim Masquerade Party

The Purim Masquerade Party was held on

Saturday night March 2nd in the Shaare Tova
Ballroom. More than 300 people with beautiful and
elaborate costumes participated in this annual event.
Many of the costumes were awarded prizes in
different categories. The grand prize for the best
costume, which was a $250 in Israel Bonds, went to
Mr. Dani Namdar for creating the Tin-man costume
from the Wizard of Oz show.

C tv Car Sticl

In order to identify the vehicles in the Shaare

Tova Parking lot and to prevent overcrowding and
gridlocks, the Mashadi Youth Committee distributed
special car stickers for all the vehicles of the
families registered in the community’s directory. By
placing these stickers on their windshields, owners of
the vehicles can be identified so they can move their
cars 1n case of emergencies.

Jecembe¢ ' and the Ban on Serving
Alcohol ommittee Proeran
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Due to problems that were encountered in some
of the Youth Committee events, MYC held an
emergency meeting on Sept. 17, 1990 to discuss the
situation and find ways to prevent such incidents in
the future. Among the resolutions that were adopted
at this meeting was a ban on alcoholic beverages in

all Yc_auth Committee activities, which went into
etfect immediately.

The first party that was held by the MYC after
the decision on banning alcohol was the December
31st Party. The Party Subcommittee through the
extraordinary efforts of its members organized a
great party for this evening. Eventhough there was
no alcohol, there was enough entertainment to make
up for it. At the end of the night a vVery interesting
comedy show was performed by some talented
members of our community. Near 450 people

participated in this party and emjoyed a safe New
Year’s Eve among their friends.

shabbaton Weekend,

The Shabbaton weekend was held in December of
last year at the Homowack Hotel in Upstate New
York. More than 100 people including young
couples and their children enjoyed a beautiful
weekend in a friendly Shabbat atmosphere with their
friends. The guests of this weekend were Rabbi and
Mrs'. Weinberger along with their children. Rabbi
Weinberger held a few lectures throughout the
weelgend, and had many interesting talks and
question and answer sessions with the participants.
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The Speakers Forum Subcommittee of MY.C
organized a seminar to discuss anti-semitism in
America, and possible remedies against this
phenomenon. This event took place on Sunday
October 28th in Shaare Tova Synagogue and
attracted a large number of participants.

Mr. Rodney Rahmani was the Master of
Ceremony for the evening and introduced this issue
to the audience. Afterward, three speakers with
different points of view examined the problem and
suggested ways to combat anti-Semitism. A footage
from a speech by the famous anti-semite Louis
Farrakhan was also shown at the program.

In the past few months, the Mashadi Youth
Committee conducted a very successful fund raising
program by selling raffle tickets for the benefit of
the Hatzoloh Ambulance Service. During this
campaign, more than 625 raffle tickets were
purchased by our community members and the
amount of $ 31,300 was collected through the sale of
the tickets.

The drawings were held on Saturday night,
February 23rd during a Melaveh Malkah program
and the following winners were announced. The
first prize which was two round trip tickets to Israel
went to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hakim; Ms. Dafna
Asher won the second prize which was a video
camcorder; and Mr. and Mrs. Farshid Livieim won
the third prize, a havdalah set. During this
program, a check totalling $ 20,250 was presented to
Hatzoloh organizers.

After consultations with the organization it was
agreed that since Hatzoloh needs a new and
equipped ambulance and they would like this new
ambulance to be donated by the Mashadi
Community, the rest of the funds collected be placed
In a special account so that in a few years we will
be able to purchase the ambulance. For this purpose
the rest of the fund about $10,000, has already been
deposited 1n a Hatzoloh Ambulance Fund. Those
who are interested in making contributions to this
fund throughout the year can contact members of
the Youth Committee.

It 1s the hope of everyone that this successful
program can be continued in the years to come and
every year the special fund can grow so that in a
few years the substantial donation of an ambulance
can be made in the name of our community.
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On February 6th, 1991 the Youth Committee’s
Israel & Zionism Subcommittee (Young Mashadis for
Israel) organized a lobbying trip to Washington
D.C. On this day more than 20 members of our
community traveled to Washington to present their
views to our representatives in the Capitol. They
visited the Congress and discussed the current
problems, especially with respect to Israel, with the
administration officials.

Talmud Torah Committee Report

Reported by Haroon Kohanim

1. Talmud Torah classes for children from 5-12
years old are held at Shaare Tova on Sundays,
between 10:30 to 12:30 p.m. and on Tuesdays from 5
to 7 p.m.

2. Special Bar Mitzva classes of Shaare Tova
with the supervision of Mr. Avi Nissanian is being
continued and will accept new students. Encourage
your children to begin participating in these classes
at least one year before Bar Mitzva age. These
classes will be held on Sundays from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m.

3. Long Island Talmud Torah classes for
children from 5 to 12 are held on Sundays from

12:00 to 2:00 p.m. and on Wednesdays from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m.

4. Three Bar Mitzva classes will be held at
Great Neck Synagogue on Sundays from 12:00 to
2:00 p.m. All new students are welcomed.

>. A special class for boys after Bar Mitzva will
be held at Great Neck Synagogue on Sundays from
11:00 a.m. to 12:00. All new students are welcomed.

6. Two Talmud Torah classes for adults are still
being held at Great Neck Synagogue. The first class
takes place on Sundays from 10:30 to 12:00 and the

second class will be held on Sundays from 2:00 to
3:00 p.m.

1. As of December 1990, a special project for
boys, from 10 to 12 to read Maftir and Mussif have
been planned to be held at three synagogues, Shaare
Tova, Great Neck (Colbeh) and Third Minyan of
Shaare Tova. Those interested to register for after
the Passover can contact the Third Minyan. The
Talmud Torah Committee will give some prizes to
the students.

8. The Great Neck Synagogue invited 36
children from the Third Minyan and the Great Neck

Synagogue to conduct the Shabbat services and
Torah reading which was very successful.

9. The Talmud Torah Committee has distributed

some gifts among the Talmud Torah students from
the money collected for Purim.

10. The fifth anniversary of the Third Minyan
will be celebrated on Saturday, May 4th, with Torah
reading at the big Minyan. Encourage your children
to participate in it.

11. The Long Island Talmud Torah telephone
numbers during classes is (516) 773-6649.
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HOW ABOUT A DRINK?
MAZAL TOV

Collected by: Haroon Kohanim

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE
HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Since the decision by the Youth Committee to
stop serving alchohol at all of its events, there has
been a large dispute within the community’s youth
over its justifications. Although some think that
excessive drinking among ourselves (especially

minors) is a fast developing problem, there are BIRTHS:
others that think the M.Y.C. is being extremely e e

“stablishment ¢ 10larship Endowmern 1C
The committee would like to appeal to the
community to contribute to two new scholarship
endowment funds. These two funds are named after
the late Elchanan Livian and the late Dr. Amir :
Bassali. The contributions will be kept in closed FORERLNT, Girls:
bank accounts, and only the interests of the funds In order to determine the extent of drinking,

are used to provide scholarships to qualified sulted with NCADD (National
students. Those wishing to contribute these funds gmﬁ,; gnasAfc%gorism and Drug Dependency). The
are urged to contact Mr. Nasser Rahmanan or Dr. Council responded by providing a list of behaviors

Farrokh Dilmanian ; . ;
' : and habits that will help people determine the role
People who would like to create new endowment alcohol plays in their lives. Please read the

funds under the names of their relatives are invited following list very carefully. If you know anyone

BAR-MITZV AHS:

Eric, son of Mr. & Mrs. Albert Hakimian
Nader, son of Mr. & Mrs. Norouz Kashanian

Tony, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Yaghoobi
Danny, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Youness Nassimi
Ashkan, son of Mr. & Mrs. David Enayatian
Ramin son of Mr. & Mrs. Esagh Rahmanan
Brian son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael Livian

Eshagh & Jila Kashimallak
Farshid & Suzy Liviem
Shlomo & Serena Bassaleli
Aharon & Norit Cohen

: : Bahman & Rozita Joorabchi
to contact this committee.

'wo Conce DI _the¢ lidren and the Youtk

A children’s concert i1s planned for Sunday night,
August 18, in the Shaare Tova Ballroom. In this
program children up to the age of 13 will dance and
play music.

The third Mashadi Youth Concert is planned for
Sunday night, October 13, at Shaare Tova. This
program will include music by youth above the age
of 13, ballet, and possibly a choir.

Those who are interested in participating in these
programs are invited to contact Mrs. Honey Ebrani,
Mrs. Tania Carmili, or Mrs. Lili Siouni.

~ . F 2 Mistal

In the last issue of Megillah, a mistake was
included in the list of distinguished high school
graduates at last year’s Graduation Ceremony. In
the article, a star (*), indicating distinguished
students, was left out from the names of Laleh
Zarouvabeli and Ronen Esmaili, both excellent
students. The Higher Education Committee
apologizes for the mistakes.

103 i i 16 INCXL ACAUCIT e
The Higher Education Committee hopes to
provide scholarships for the community’s college
students 1n the upcoming academic year. Those who
wish to be considered for these scholarships and
have not been contacted on this subject yet are
invited to contact the members of this committee.

who exhibits a few of these behaviors or hal_)its,
then they are on their way towards alcoholism.
HIS DOES NCO VIEA DN A HE PERSON

AN ALCOHOLIC,

-Drinking heavily when disappointed, under
pressure or had a fight with someone.

-Being able to handle more drinks now than the
time they started drinking.

-Being unable to remember parts of the previous
night even if they didn’t pass oult.

-Having a few extra drinks alon¢ before drinking
with friends.

-Feeling uncomfortable and edgy when drinks
are not available, or when drinking in front of

relatives.

-When sober, regretting things previously said or
done while drinking.

-Driving under the influence of alcohol.

-Waking up in the morning with the "shakes” and
needing a "little” drink or medication to get through

the day.

The Youth Committee would like to stress that
one should not wait for an unpleasant situation to
turn into a big problem in order to confront it.
Preventing a situation from turning into a problem

1S a better approach.
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David & Sabrina Bassaleli
Mehrdad & Linda Banilevi
Louis & Evelyn Ebrani

Hamid & Hengameh Sharifazad
David & Dina Zabihi

Henry & Rebecca Mayourian
Daryoush & Behnaz Nassimian

Massoud & Mitra Sabzevari
Sam & Debora Hakim

Boys:

Edmond & Natalie Hakimian
Morris & Mandana Hadjibay
Shahrokh & Mojgan Liviem
Shahrokh & Sandy Nabavian
Yehuda & Helen Gavarah
Mr. & Mrs. Benzion Kashi
Morris & Hedika Aziz
Morris & Rebecca Aziz
Alfred & Shirin Kamali
Ahad & Ester Bichoupan
Massoud & Bahar Hakimian
Khosrow & Fariba Hakimian
Edward & Sipora Roubeni
Sammy & Miriam Hadjibay
Sam & Anita Aharonoff
Kami & Ramesh Hakimi Rajabzadeh
Ramin & Rebecca Mardkhai
Michael and Elana Khojeini
Bijan & Carol Hakimi

4
o il

ENGAGEMENTS:

Ramin Gorjian & Tirana Namdar

Alfred Kashinejad & Roshanak Zar

Isaac Nassimi & Stella Hakimian

Yigal Yosifon & Kathy Shaban

Michael Kamali & Laleh Zarovabeli
Shahriyar Hakimian & Ladan Esmaili
Daryoush Rahmanan & Neda Kashimallak
Behrouz Enayatian & Neda Kohan

MARRIAGES:

Eb1 & Naghmeh Bassal

Roozbeh & Dalia Hakimian
Joseph & Soheila Kalatizadeh
Sirous & Sharona Kashimallak
Boaz Ben-Moshe & Anna Edalati
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FAKE LETTERS TO THE FAKE EDITOR
(HAKIM BASHI)

Mrs. A.A. writes: I have recently heard
horrendous stories about the behaviour of some of
our youngsters at social events. It shocked and
depressed me to learn about our kids getting drunk
at parties, throwing chairs over board and harassing
employees at the Boat party, and all other kinds of
misconduct. Why is it that some of our youth are so
ignorant and selfish that they would embarass
themselves and our entire community? Why can’t
parents raise their children better and teach them to
respect other people and their property?

Dear Mrs. A.A.: You must be joking! You can’t
expect parents to harrass their darling children and
keep telling them not to do this and not to do that.
Don’t you know that it is very natural and healthy
for a spoiled child who does not get enough
attention at home to try to get attention by getting
drunk or being destructive? If the child does not do
these things to get his peers’ attention he might
become even more emotionally disturbed.

Furthermore, the parents are so involved in their
businesses, their weekly gatherings, and other misc.
activities that they cannot devote any more time to
their children. If it is bothering you, raise your own
children the way you want.

d ok ok ke ok

Mrs. M.N.O wries: Although I was born 1n Iran,
I grew up and married here in the U.S. Now that I
am pregnant with my first child, I am faced with a
dilemma. I do not know if I should pick a Persian
or and English name for my child. I am stuck.
Please advise.

Dear Mrs. M.N.O., Thanks for asking me. My
advice is that whenever you are faced with a big
decision between 2 sides, play it safe and stay in the
middle. Many politicians do so. If you cannot
decide between English and Persian, pick names that
have a meaning in both languages. Let me show
you some samples:

Girls” Name Farsi Meaning in Farsi
Sybil J=  Mustache

June ve> Dear

Suzanne O)sw PiIn

Susan vl;s~ Burning

('her e Poem

|17 3 Shippery

Donna Ll Wise

fenimne U-‘l"";' Fetus

lonn vg> Dear- Mashad1 accent
L.ucy s~s  Silliness

Hova Namg

Alw v Fault
i > Flee
il S: Shovel
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Paul Jv Bridge
Chuck Sl-  Shit
Ron ol, Thigh
Sam Poison
Nick 45 Nice
Joe > Barley
Pete cs Tin Bucket
John ol Life
Max LS.  Pause

de ok ok ok ok

Mr. G.C. writes: Apparently, the term of the
current Shaare Tova Board has been expired for a
long time now and no new clections are being held.
Do you know when we can expect new clections?

Dear Mr. G.C.: Since Board Elections 1s a very

delicate and sensetive issuc¢, it has to be discussed
and thoroughly debated in the next meeting of the
Board. The manner and the date ol the electons
will be in the agenda of the next meeting, and

announced afterwards. —
*
| i

Mrs. D.D. writes: 1 would like 1o know when the
next meeting of the Board i1s Scheduled for?

Dear Mrs. D.D., What kind of question 1s this?
Don’t you know that the term of the current Board
has expired and they cannot formally meet until
elections are held. Whenever the election 18 over

with, the newly elected members will have the
meeting.

O W

Even though this column s called "Fake Letters
to the Fake Editor", we have actually received a
"real letter" dated February 25, 1991 as lollows:

Dear Fake Editor:

I would appreciate your assistance in the
following very serious mati¢s

I refer to the Shabbat morning services in our
Shul. Occasionally the Rabbi rends the Torah so
loud that it is extremely ditticult to conduct any
kind of conversaton with our colleagues. In fact he
often drowns out our conversation completely.

Do you think that you can ask him to lower his
voice so that we can make ourselves heard? After
all, what do you think we all come to Shul for?

Thanking you,

A Fake Mashad

Dear Fake Mashadh,

I think you should now appreciate why people
are discouraged from attending reform Synagogues.
Because in a relform synagopue they would use
loud speakers on Shabbat.  Then it would be
impossible to hear your colleaguey’ conversation,
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EDUCATION!?

In this, the second installment of the Megillah
Youth Supplement, the topic of discussion is the
Education System.

With the emergence of the 21st century, we will
soon be forced to reevaluate the role that education
has played in our lives as Mashadi Jews. To a
degree we don’t understand the purpose of
education; it isn’t clearly defined, neither to the
student nor to the parent. It is not the goal of this
publication to do so either. Rather, it is something
quite different. Our goal is to illustrate the value
of education.

On the following pages, you will read articles
written by your friends on topics as seemingly
irrelevant as life on a college campus to the failing
of the American education system, from the role of
yeshivas in education to the role of women in
education. But an underlying thread binds all these
essays together; they are written by the products of
the education process itself. What better arguement
can be made for the value of education than the
voice of those who face life with the tools given to
it by education?

The voices on these pages are honest and
straightforward, with conviction and intelligence.
Regardless of whether one agrees or disagrees with
the opinions given, one cannot help but respect the
authors. We can only watch with amazement the
potential that exists within the youth of our
community and hope that with the correct education,
that potential can someday be realized.

INVEST IN THE YOUNG
By: Jennifer Chafiian

Educatcd people are this country’s strongest asset:
without them we would not be where we are today.
Yet, there is an evident neglect of the importance of
education. America has been scrimping on
education. Many of us feel we could do without it,
not realizing the massive impact that it has on the
economy and other aspects of society. As time
passes, students may feel that the return yielded by
education does not equal or surpass the cost. The
neglect of education is not the fault of one group,
but that of parents, teachers, students and of the
entire U.S. school system. As a community, we
cannot be blind to what is happening to the economy

The topic open for discussion in the next issue of
the Youth Supplement will be:

"Is alcohol abuse a threat to our community?"”

Some topics could be:

"Is alcoholism a problem in our youth?"
“Dl_d_ the Youth Committee make the right
decision in banning alcohol from its events?"
'If there is an alcohol problem, what is the role

of the community and the parent in finding a
solution?"

and the youth. We must realize that ignorance costs
more than knowledge.

The United States is developing a society that is
not investing in human capital. Students, on the
average, do not want to learn. This is not a
problem one can easily ignore. I often hear teachers
complain that students today are not what they used
to be - motivated and eager to learn. My economics
teacher used to say "Students who did not understand
the material would be in my classroom at 7:00 am
for extra help; not because the teacher said S0, but
because they wanted to learn." He also felt that

continued on next page...
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COLLEGE EDUCATION AND YOU
By: Hertzel Cohanpour

It’s 12:30 AM and my eyes are glued to my word
processor’s empty screen! Maybe I have a sudden
attack of the old writer’s block! But hey, I'm not
really a writer so that couldn’t be it. I keep
repeating to myself; how can I possibly make a topic
such as "Why I am/am not going to colleg_e“ exciting
enough to entice the editors into print_ing it? Maybe
that’s why I'm having trouble putting the words
together; I really never considered this to be an
issue. It’s like saying, "Why do I need to warm up
before going on a 3 mile run?" or, "Why do_l ne_ed
to put on a life jacket when I go canoeing in wild
rapids?. Why does anyone need tools or the know
how, to build a house? It’s like saying, I'm very
religious but I don’t know the first thing a_bput_ my
religion! I can go on and on with these trivialities,
but I have to keep it interesting remember?

One might say, "Instead of spending 3 to 4 years
of my life in college, I’ll just start early in business;
I don’t really need to know anything about science,
art, literature, economics or any of that stuff that
they teach in college.” My answer to that is, "You’re
probably right!" But, these 3 to 4 years of college
will enable you to enjoy life more fully, you’ll
appreciate things about your environment that you
never even conceived possible. College education
does not just teach you physics, calculus, art or
history, it exposes you to a wide variety of cultures
and mentalities and polishes your inter-personal
relationships.

[f you’re planning on becoming a successful
business person (I couldn’t imagine anyone not

..continued from previous page

students just don’t care anymore. They don’t feel
they have to put any effort and that everything will
tall into place eventually by itself.

/nfortunately, these problems go beyond high
whool, These "carefree" students will eventually be
this country’s future. The $150 billion annual trade
deticit and the half a trillion dollar foreign debt
reflect the inability of an immense percentage of the
American workforce to compete successfully in an
mteprated world economy. The only possible way to
reverse the economic decline i1s to invest in people,
not just capital equipment. This goes all the way
biuck 1o Adam Smith’s theory that the improvement
i the skills of workers 1s a crucial source of
cconomic progress and means of raising living
dandards,  The U.S. will be facing an infinite
amount of changes that will demand the
vnprovement of skill within i1ts workforce. This
country 18 facing a shortage of engineers and
soientints. During the past 30 years, the proportion
ol ') year-olds acquiring bachelor’s degree in
wience and engineering has remained between
\ /A4 A%, But because of changing demographics by
the yenr 2000 there could be a drop of 400,000
swientinin,. Sure, this 1s likely to inflate the salaries,
hut nccording to past shortages, there will be no
lux ol new students 1n these fields.

It in evident that the government spends plenty
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planning to be one!), or an accomplished musician, a
religious leader or even a professional unemployed
with no care in life, with a good education, the
likelithood of you achieving your goal is much
higher.

We all know that getting a college education in a
good school may be very expensive, but what we
may all not realize 1s that there are such things as

student loans, government grants, part-time jobs on
and off campus and if you maintain a good grade
point average you will make the dean’s list which
could mean a substantial discount towards your

tuition awarded to you by the school itself.
S0, next time you’re tossing around the idea of

college education, remember one thing: life out there
could be very tough and demanding at times, there
are a lot of things that could casily be taken away
from you, except, the enhightment, the joy, the
knowledge and self gratification that you would gain

by going to college.

on education; but we get ftar lesy from our education
dollar that countries abroad, especially in elementary
school education. U.S. students attend classes only
180 days a year, while French and German students
spend 220 days a year. This certainly makes a
difference. It is certain that American universities
are among the best in the world today, but the
decision to enter scientific fwelds and other fields
requiring long-term ceducntion s usually made in
high school.

Family involvement in education is crucial to the
success of students. Parents must make sure that
homework is completed and that adequate help is
available to struggling students.  Students must be
encouraged throughout the schooling process.
Parents need to push their children 1o go to college
and even consider gradunte school. To succeed in
the future with merely o high school diploma will
undoubtedly become increnningly dilficult.

The continuing of higher education could be
quite an investmend Lducntion 1S expensive.
However, when the output 14 compared with the
cost, we will see that 1t w well worth it. It is not
only the tangible thingy that count, what we become
as people will make all the difference. Businesses
depend on the cconomy, nnd the cconomy depend on
the people. All students need strong leadership and
support from parents, teachers and the government.
Without this support, the most precious resource will

be neglected.

NOT ANY YESHIVA!

By: Mehran Etessami

As thousands upon thousands of Russian
immigrants arrive, a great debate i1s going on in
Israel about their education. In a few years, a large
percentage of Israel’s citizens will be Russian Jews.
Many individuals and organizations in Israel are
interested to know or to influence the future
position and ideology of this new community. Will
the Russians become religious or not? Will they
lean towards the political right and the Likud Party
or will they strengthen the Labor Party instead?
Will they develop a strong Jewish and Zionist
identity and benefit Israel politically and
economically, or will they leave at the first sign of
hardships and take all the government subsidies with
them? The one factor that will most significantly
determine the answers to these questions is education.

Our community in the United States 1s in a very
similar but much riskier position. Like the Russian
Jews, we have emigrated from an oppressive society
to a very free and open one. The educational trends
that we follow now will directly effect the nature of
our community and its future. But while an
education 1n Israel 1s likely to raise one’s Jewish
identity and love for Israel, the wrong educational
trend in the U.S. could have severe negative
consequenses for the Mashadi community.

Simply accepting the existing educational options
and assimilating into the American Jewish culture is
not a very attractive prospect. American Jewry’s
over 30 percent intermarriage rate, the rapid decline

of its Jewish identity, and the cult-like fanaticism of
some ultra-orthodox communities should all convince
us to look for an educational alternative. One that
will allow us to keep our Mashadi and Sepharadic
heritage, and a strengthened, non-obsessive Jewish
identity for many generations to come.

All young people who are, or are planning to
raise children in the U.S. should very carefully

consider the following facts when planning the
education of their children:

A — It is very likely that a Jewish child with a
public school education will develop emotional
conflicts when he/she matures and is forced to
make his/her own decisions. Some form of
strong Jewish education is necessary in the U.S.
to develop and retain a Jewish identity.
Teaching Jewish history and Jewish law at an
early age is the best way of preserving our
heritage.

continued on next page...

WE DIDN’T KNOW!
By: Soheil Kalati

The Persian community, especially the Mashadi
community that lived in Iran, deserves tremendous
admiration. We, the young generation, certainly
owe the fact that we still identify ourselves as
"Jews" to our forefathers and mothers. Had it not
been for their self-sacrifice and courage through
many attempts by our persecutors who wanted to
destroy our faith and identity, we would not be here
today as a community. The previous generations not
only ensured out faith to carry on, they also went
far out of their way to hand down the beautiful
traditions and "minhagim" of our religion.

Being a Jew in Iran felt like being a Democrat in
Russia 50 years ago. All the more difficult was
'remaining’ a Jew in Iran.

Religious persecutions and its fears, contributed
to the tragic freeze of religious knowledge. Torah
study on any level became a rare event. Thanks to
a few brave individuals, the Hebrew language was
taught and learned by those whp pursued the task.
Reading of the Torah was taught to a few
youngsters with extraordinary ability in learning the
Hebrew language. |

Inevitably, learning to read Hebrew was
considered the ultimate achievement. This mentality
left practically no room for anyone to even think
about studying the Torah in depth. Too often these
days we hear the infamous phrase "we didn’t know."

America with all its negative traits offers the chance
for everyone "to know."

It is infinitely important for us to know our
religion and pass it down to our children. We are
not only obligated by the Torah to do so, but it is|
our moral responsibility to provide our children with
the teachings of the Torah.

The study of Torah in its essence provides us
with a perspective that helps us in every aspect of
everyday life. As knowledgeable as one might be,
there is no better way to secure our children’s future
than sending them to a "Yeshiva".

"You shall not stand still when your neighbor’s
life is in danger" (Vayikra 19:16). If we see that
another Jew’s life is in danger we are forbidden to
stand silent, if we are able to save him.

Public schools in America are posing dangers we
were not even faced with in Iran. They are
dan_gerous In every aspect; physically, morally, and
ethically. Let’s face it, a Jewish boy was not meant
to wear earrings. A Jewish girl smoking was
unheard of. Teenagers being offered condoms by §
their teachers is not exactly Jewish. How many
times did our youth come back from school with a
black eye? As a Jew it is our obligation to save
another Jew from danger if possible. We are not
abiding our Jewish responsibility if we do not save

continued on page 5
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...continued from previous page

B - American Jewry has adopted a
denominational system that has separated it 1nto
several sects, from ultra-Orthodox to Reform,
with different religious practices. Each of these
groups have become uncomfortable with the le}'el
of religious observance of the others. Education
in America, under this system, is threatening our
community’s sense of family unity, and our
Sepharadic tradition of harmony and respect fqr
fellow Jews of all levels of observance. This
could separate our community Into two groups;
one very religious and the other not observant at
all. Signs of this polarization are already very
evident in our youth. We must choose schools
that will respect our heritage of unity and not
promote an isolationist denominational system.

C - Unfortunately, some yeshivas in the U.S.
treat Jewish education in the same manner as
religious cults. By promoting rellglpus
extremism, over—-cmphasizing Jewish mysticism,
and using guilt tactics to alienate chilglren from
their less religious parents, some yeshiva rabbis
create an unhealthy dependence in children for
"their rabbi," rather than encourage them‘to
become independent thinkers. The right yeshiva
should teach Jewish law without alienating
children from their parents. Like general studies,
Jewish studies should encourage students to
question and ask for evidence. Children should
not be taught to blindly accept every word that

they are told about religion.

THE FIRST TIME

By: Shahrouz Rahmanan

| During the senior year and after high school
{ oraduation, many of our youth have to make many
' choices regarding their future and their careers.
! Unfortunately, in our community, more emphasm_ 1S
| placed upon an individual’s perceived financial
lstatus rather than an educated mind. The
! materialistic view causes us to lose sight of the
| many values of higher education.

Once the decision is made to continue, anotpcr
{ choice forms for the young men of our community,
to leave home and live in the dormitory or to
commute. (Emphasis should be put on the words
"young men" because unfortunately the young ladies
in our community are not given and do not try to
attain this choice.) In my personal experience, I
realized that one could learn a lot moving away Lo
college, both inside and outside the classroom. '

Of course, I learned this the hard way. My first
lesson began after doing my first solo laundry,
looking at a piece of pink underwear that used to
be white. |

I am going to write about the events leading to
my first class in college. What I learned on _;he way
was much more than what I learned in that
particular class. Now, this is a true story, the
people I shared the experience with are recal. Let
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D — Many yeshivas, including one popular with
our community, do not in any way promote
Zionism. Some of their rabbis have very
negative feelings about Zionism. They must be
told that to our community Zionism 1S an
inseperable part of Judaism. We must pressure
our yeshivas to teach and promote the history of
Zionism and the modern State of Israel; to
observe and celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut as a
"simcha," and to sing Israel’s national anthem
(HaTikva) at all occasions. Even a policy of
neutrality towards Zionism by yeshivot or rabbis
is unacceptable and should not be tolerated.

E — Another major problem with some yeshivas
is that while concentrating on religious studies,
they fail to provide an adequate general
education. Even though our community’s children
have proven to be very bright and capable of
high achievements in education, many of our
yeshiva graduates perform poorly on college
admission exams. We must have yeshivas that
put sufficient emphasis on general studies and
encourage all students to seek a college
education. If we hope to have an educated
orthodox community that is not superficial and
materialistic, we must make sure that all our
future fathers and mothers go to college.

Perhaps one day we will have a yeshiva that has
all of these qualifications. Until then we must
remember that raising children in the U.S. requires
much more time, effort, and attention than it did in
Iran.

me explain.
I received my certificate of acceptance 1n

February, but I did not register right away. [ was |

not sure if I could afford school. Since I applied
late for on-campus housing, there was none
available. I was placed on a waiting list to get a

room. My schoolmate Farzad D. and my friend |

Hekmat N. were in the same situation. Throughout
the latter part of the summer of 83, the three of us
along with Heky’s friend Vacheslov Z. looked for
off-campus housing. On a Friday, three days before

the start of classes, we got it. Everything looked
continued on page 7...,

A LETTER HOME
By: Jonathan Aminoff

This article was sent to us by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Aminoff. It is a
letter their son wrote to them back in October, 1990. He is studying in
Israel now and has gone through an army course offered to American

students in Israel called Shomre Israel (Guardians of Israel).

Dear Mom, Dad and David,

Hi! How is everthing back home? I'm fine. I
have so much to tell you, I don’t know where to
begin.

Firstly, the most amazing thing has happened. I
have learned to sew my own buttons and do my own
laundry. Well, I do most of my own laundry, but
the ones I do come out pretty well.

Another surprise: I got a real army haircut (I
mean short-short) and I wear a real army uniform.
I bought an army wintercoat for 90 schekels ($43) so
don’t bother to send me my old one, But attached
youw’ll find a list of things I do need. Thanks mom.

David, I got you things you asked for and I got
them very cheaply. One learns to bargain quickly
around here.

Today is October 5th, and guess what? Even
though it is Yom Tov for you, it’s not for me.

I am resting right now from my army duties. I’'m
going to extend my service a bit longer so I can
learn more and so I could serve for 21 days of
guard duty in the territoties.

Armed life is pretty exciting. You take a shower
once a week if you have the energy. You sleep only
three hours a night and in sleeping bags. You are
on your feet twenty hours straight. You learn to
clean and take apart an M-16, a Galil and an Uzi.

I carry my M-16 with me constantly. I must
sleep, eat, run, shower and even go to the bathroom
with my gun. You should see me cuddle up to it
and kiss 1t goodnight. When they took back the
guns for the weekend my body was off-balance
from not carrying it around.

We are also taught how to run from a grenade,
to crawl, and to shoot in three different positions
and in different climates (freezing cold, boiling hot
and sunny).

In our backpacks, we carry full ammunition, also
I had to carry the radio (heavy sucker). We also
learned to run while carrying a gun on a stretcher.

Everything we do is timed, including going to the
bathroom and eating lunch. If you do something
wrong, they’ll punish you by making you excercise
and run. I once had to run 2 1/2 miles in five
minutes because I was one bullet short in one of my
clips. (I did it with three seconds to spare.) I have
also done kitchen duty in the middle of the night
instead of sleep.

I still have a long way to go, but I am
determined to make it through. Next week, we scale
a mountain, start shooting targets and go on a 12

hour hike. This is all 100% true.
I have lost five pounds already since they make
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us drink 12 canteens of water a day, all in whole
shots and within one minute. If you don’t, you have
to drink an extra one within a minute.

I think I might get picked up as the special
shooter (sniper) of the group because I can hit a six
inch balloon, lying down from 105 meters away.

I was talking to a real soldier and he said we
have it much harder than they do. Dad, you would
love all the discipline I'm going through. Don’t
worry, mom, they’ll make a real man out of me.

I need to get some sleep, so take it easy. I can’t
wait until you see pictures of me in action.

Sincerely,
(Soon to be) General Jonathon E. Aminoff

...continued from page 3

our own children from the dangers of public schools.

We have reached a point where "We didn’t
know!" does not save us. Maybe we should have
known. Maybe we could have known and simply
looked the other way. We have been living in the

United States for more than a decade, by now "we
should know."

A Yeshiva education delivers the best opportunity
"to know." What our children learn in a Yeshiva is
Judaism. A Jewish "Way of life" is the only way of
life for us Jews.

In our morning prayers, we read "These are the
things whose fruits a person enjoys in this world,
but whose principal remains in store for him in the
world to come: honoring his father and mother, acts
of kindness, early attendance at the house of study
both morning and evening, hospitality to guests,
visiting the sick, providing dowry for the bride,
attending the dead to the grave, devoting himself to
prayer, bringing peace between man and his fellow,
and man and his wife, but the study of Torah is
equal to all of them." (Ellu Devarim)

These are some of the first things children learn
in a Yeshiva. Moral ethics like these will never
harm our children. Moreover, with the will of G-d,
it will help them make the right decisions.
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DOES IT REALLY MATTER?

By: Guisso Nabavian

It’s that time in your life that everyone reaches

at some point or another. No, i1t’s not the time to
apply for your driver’s license or your first Saturday
night out. It’s also not the time for you to get
married or have children. It’s actually the time for
you to move on in life. .

You're at that age where you’ll be leaving your
elementary school and moving on to those high
school years you’ve been waiting anxiously for. The
issue is not Ezra Academy or Great Neck Nortp H.S.
The issue is broader in scope than that; it is the
question of private or public schooling. W

The answer should be very clear: a religious
private school. Being an Orthodox Jew, that would
appear to be the only answer for me. It 1s very
important that I retain my Jewish identity. AL a
public school, I could lose a sense of my Je_w'lsh
heritage. Yet, overlooking religious reasons, privale
schools are just better schools. The ratio of
student/teacher is much lower, making classrooms
smaller. In effect, teachers are able to pay closer
attention to students. _

Yet, the ignorant may suggest that public
schooling is simply the better cl}oice. In a public
school, you will be in contact with people of many
different backgrounds and cultures. You must learn
to deal with this diversity which will help you cope
with the outside world. Furthermore, the
opportunities are endless in a larger school.
Students are offered a variety of AP courses and
| electives. The range of extra-curricular activitqs 1S
overwhelming. There is something for everyone in a

school with so much to offer, exposing you to things
you normally wouldn’t be.

Here is an idea! Granted, it might be a silly one:
what if neither, public or private school, is better.
Let’s say that they weigh out evenly on a scale and
that education isn’t the school you go to at all!
What a silly 1dea.

Education is not the school you attend, it 1s what
you make from it. All the negative aspects of a
high school environment will be present no matter
which school you attend. If a student has the
eagerness and the potential to learn, he or she will
do so no matter which school he or she attends.

But, the question of religion arises. How can we
compare a Jewish private school to a public school.
True, they are incomparable. One can learn to read
and write Hebrew, among other things, in such a
school. But this fact does not mean that one
necessarily has to go to a Yeshiva to have an
understanding of one’s religion and heritage.
Religion cannot be taught in a classroom. The
foundation of religion is based in the family and
that is where it should be developed. If the strength
of religion is strong in your home, you can never
lose it no matter what school you go to.

We as a community put too much emphasis on
what school the younger generation attends instead
of placing importance on the role of family in the
education of this generation. After all, schools are

just there to take what you have, model it and gear
it in the right direction.
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A FAIR CHANCE

By: Caroline Etessami

When asked what I thought of the education
system 1n the United States, I didn’t know quite how
to respond. My initial reaction was to talk about
"The Battle of the Sexes" or the fact that males in
this community are given greater academic
opportunities than us females.

As I plunged deeper into this much-discussed
1ssue, I realized many things. For example, we are
all aware that a majority of the young Mashadi girls

W

...continued from page 4

promising, and we decided to drive to and from
classes in Heky’s car. However, my first class, on
Monday morning, was at 8:30 a.m. and Heky didn’t
have a class until 10:30. Determined to make my

| first class, I asked to borrow Vacheslov’s motorbike.

He readily agreed, which surprised me. I found out
the catch soon enough, when he asked me to fill up
his gas tank on my way. I was mad at myself for
being cheated out of $5, but I was still determined.
The night before, I planned the symbolic journey
very carefully.

The night before, I didn’t sleep much. I was

| excited, happy, and hopeful all at the same time.

Besides, either my roommate Farzad or the room we
slept in smelled. (After a few days, Farzad
mustered up enough courage to imply that either I
or the room smelled. We finally narrowed it down
to an old torn chair and removed it in a few weeks.)
In the morning, everything went wrong. I woke up
late, the lightbulb in the basement shower blew, I
couldn’t start the moped, and once I did, I found out
a fillup of a moped costs $1.25. Furthermore, it was

the first time I was riding a motorcycle, 1 didn’t
have driver’s license, and I did not know how to
drive (some say I still don’t). Finally I reached the
parking lot and left the moped in a pre-arranged
spot to be picked up by Slavic in the afternoon.
And the time was ... 8:25!!!

Naturally the classroom was in the farthest
building from the parking lot. I dashed across
campus in ten minutes, proudly entering the room,
only five minutes late. Only to hear the last words
of the teacher saying, "Any questions?...0.K. see you
next week." Well-rested, well-fed resident students
stared at my astonished face.

You see, this weekly 8:30 class was a recitation
(a review class to cover material discussed in
lectures). Since there were no lectures yet, there
was no need for reviews. In the five minutes that I
missed, the instructor had introduced himself,
announced his available office hours, and that was
it. The historic first class was over before I got
there.

Eventually, I got a room on-campus and getting
to that 8:30 class became easier. Sometimes on
colder days, I would take a cup of hot chocolate to
class just to sip it in front of those students who did
not have the luxury of living on-campus like I did.
I had learned my lesson.

attend one of these three schools: Hofstra University, |
New York University, or Queens College. Although
there are several exceptions and, although these are
all very fine schools, this fact leaves many questions
unanswered. First, is it just a coincidence that these
schools are all located in New York and do not
require these young ladies to leave home? And
second, who 1s doing the actual persuading when it
comes to choosing "the right college™ the child or
the parents?

Another important factor is the monotony of
fields studied at these universities. Sure, these kids
may take a couple of interesting courses and try to
get decent grades, but the end result is always the
same. It is apparent that we have to start seeing a
little more variety in career choices. Here, gender
1s somewhat irrelevant. Yet, once again, I should
point out that males are ultimately getting the
advantage.

In closing, I hope that I have not offended any
students attending the colleges that I have
mentioned, for it is not the quality of the schools of
which I disapprove-- it is the lack of freedom.
Obviously, we have a great deal of intelligence and
intellect existing in the minds of our youth. All I
am saying 1s that these young people should be
given a fair chance to get an education and to make
something of themselves. In previous generations,
these opportunities were not available; let’s use them
now.

As for myself, I am not someone with a great |
deal of experience, looking at the world through
older and more mature eyes. I am merely fifteen
years old, struggling to make it through high school,
irying to do the best I can. When the time does
come, however, 1 hope that I will select the college
of my choice; not the one my parents like, not the
one that’s least expensive, and not the one that’s
closest to home. Like a wise man once said, these

are the greatest years of our lives: let’s make the
best of them........

M E G | L L A H
S U P P L E M E N T

The Megillah Youth Supplement is a op/ed
publication for the Mashadi Community published by
the Mashadi Youth Committee. All opinions
represent the views of the authors. The following is
the editorial policy of the Youth Supplement:

A. Deadlines for all articles will be the 30th day
of the month following the month published on
the cover of the latest issue of the the Megillah.
B. No anonymous letters or articles will be
published.

C. No editorial changes will be made to the
content of the article without the consent of the
author.

D. All articles and letters should be submitted
typed or hand-written double-spaced and mailed

to: Megillah Youth Supplement, P.O. Box 40,
Kew Gardens, New York 11415,
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The following letter was submitted to the
Megillah, by Rabbi A. Ezrahian of the Sepharadic
Society of Manhattan.

Dear Rabbi Ezrahian:

The International Association of Jewish Lawyers
and Jurists, with the participation of the World
Organization of Jews of Arab Countries, has
initiated a project designed to obtain just
compensation for Jews who were forced to flee
Arab countries after 1948, under the relevant
refugee provisions of international law.

We are in the process of forming a judicial
committee to hear claims of Jewish refugees from
Arab nations currently residing in the United States
and Canada. We will present the committee’s
findings to United States government officials with
the intent that they approach the Arab governments
in an attempt to settle the claims. In the event that
this proves unsuccessful, we plan on filing a lawsuit
under the provisions of international law.

We would appreciate your communicating the
existence of this project to members of your
congregation and suggesting that they forward any
claims to the International Association of Jewish
Lawyers and Jurists at the address listed below, or
to Dr. Heskel M. Haddad at the World Organization
of Jews of Arab Countries at 105 East 90th St., New

York, NY 10128. Thank you for your kind
cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

Justice Jerome Hornblass
President, International Association
of Jewish Lawyers & Jurists

685 Third Ave.
Suite 2700
New York, N. Y. 10017
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USE THE NEW SHEMOT BOX AT SHAARE TOVA

The Mashadi Youth Committee has put in a new Shemot (Ganeza) Box
Religious articles that cannot be thrown
away because of their religious sentiment should be put into this box. The
contents of this box will then be periodically emptied and discarded
according to Jewish law. Items that contain G-d’s name, such as old
prayer books, teffilin, and mezuzot, are some of the things that should be
put in the Shemot box. This box can be found in the coat room area at
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SPECIALIZE IN BRIDALS
WITH LISA FROM L.A. IN BRIDAL DEPARTMENT

* HAIRCUTS .
* PERMS A g'q

* COLOURS e Ik

* MANICURE T e A

* PEDICURE -

* WAXING

* FACIALS N\ - \-

9 SOUTH MIDDLE NECK ROAD, NEXT TO THE STATION

(516) 829-2162
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Mozes Aziz Matthew Aziz

ABC FINE JEWELRY CONTRACTORS

Specializing In All Types of Setting
of Diamonds & colored Stones

Setting * Polishing

Soldering * Repairs

Al Jewelry Worlk

Very Competitive Prices
Very Prompt, Efficient Service
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10 West 47th Street, Suite 308, New York, N.Y. 10036
g (212) 719-3738 (212) 719-3679
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