
Date: March 6th, 2023 

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 

World Health Organization 

WHO Headquarters Avenue Appia 20 

1211 

Geneva 27 

Subject: Chemical Attack on Girls' Schools in Iran 

Dear Dr. Ghebreyesus, 

We, a group of individuals with Iranian heritage who are healthcare experts, are writing to 

address the recent incidents of poisoning among Iranian schoolgirls. 

Over100 schools have reported cases of mysterious poisoning affecting thousands of girls, with 

two fatalities already reported. Despite this, there has been no chemical analysis conducted, and 

the short and long-term effects of this poison remain unknown. These incidents occurred during 

a time of uprising for women's rights and freedom in Iran, leading us to believe that they may be 

deliberate attacks by religious groups affiliated with the regime in Iran opposed to girls' 

education and in responding to the punishment of protesters. 

We are concerned about the conflicting statements made by officials regarding the cause of the 

poisonings, which have contributed to fear and anxiety among the population. In particular, the 

health minister has stated that investigating the origin of the poison is not within his ministry's 

scope. 

The health emergency list outlines the disease outbreaks, disasters, and humanitarian crises that 

require the vital intervention of the World Health Organization (WHO) to assist countries in 

responding to and recovering from emergencies with public health implications . Therefore, we 

urge the World Health Organization (WHO) to take the following actions: 

1. Appoint a senior member to lead a team of scientists formed by specialists in epidemiology, 

medical toxicology, chemistry, and medicine to conduct an evidence-based assessment of the 

situation and collect appropriate samples for toxicological analysis. 

2. Integrate awareness of gas poisoning, short-term, and long-term care procedures, and 

vulnerabilities into all WHO activities related to schoolgirls. 

We urge that the WHO can assist in addressing this life-threatening attack as expeditiously as 

possible and help protect the health and well-being of Iranian schoolgirls. 

Sincerely, 

Medical Alliance for Health Services Abroad MAHSA Medical 



1. Kamiar Alaei MD, MPH, MS, DrPH, MSt; Professor California State University USA 

2. Mehdi Mirsaeidi MD, MPH; Professor, University of Florida, Florida, USA 

3. Kaveh Alizadeh MD, FACS Professor, New York Medical College    

4. Mahtab Jafari, PhD Professor University of California, Irvine, CA, USA 

5. Reza Behrouz, DO, FAAN, FAHA; Professor, University of Texas, USA 

6. Milad Sharifpour MD; Associate Professor Cedars Sinai Medical Center, California, USA 

7. Seyed Javad Moghaddam, MD; Associate Professor UT MD Anderson Cancer Center, Texas, USA 

8. Soheila Doosti MD; Associate professor, University of Missouri in Kansas, Kansas, USA 

9. Nahal Rose Lalefar, MD; Associate Professor of Pediatrics, UCSF, California, USA 

10. Dr. Kamran Parsa, Associate professor, Riverside University Neurosurgery, CA, USA 

11. Amir H Fallahian, MD, DABR Associate Professor, University of Southern California, USA 

12. Jinous Saremian, MD, Associate Professor, University of Florida, USA 

13. Arash Shadfar, MD, Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Western University of health sciences, CA, USA 

14. Alisan Fathalizadeh, MD MPH Associate Professor, Duke University, USA  

15. Arash Alaei, MD California State University, CA, USA 

16. Hamidreza Abdi, MD; FEBU, FRCSC, Adjunct professor of urology, Western University, London Ontario, Canada 

17. Ashkan Eftekhari, MD PHD; Assistant Professor, Aalborg University, Northern Region, Denmark 

18. Mehrnaz Hadian, MD, JD, FCCM, Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine, UCLA and Associate Professor of Law, 

Southwestern Law School, CA, USA 

19. Shabnam Pooya, Assistant Professor of Nutrition, California State University, Fresno, CA, USA 

20. Majid Moteabbed MD FRCPC, Clinical Assistant Professor, University of British Columbia, North Vancouver, BC, 

Canada 

21. Farhad K Elyaderani, Assistant professor of neurology, Assistant professor of neurology, Regional Neurological 

Associates, Ardsley, NY, USA 

22. Anahita Tavoosi, MD, Assistant professor of Tehran University of medical sciences, Tehran University of Medical 

sciences, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

23. Masoud Dara MD. PhD; Honorary Senior Lecturer, Queen Mary University of London, Bavaria, Germany 

24. Kevin Rod FCFP, DFCM University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

25. Foojan Zeine, Psy.D, California State University Long Beach, CA, USA 

26. Atieh Seif, MD California State University Long Beach CA USA 

27. Nazanin Silver, MD; Olympus Corporation, USA 

28. Samareh Moussavand, MD; University Hospitals of Cleveland, USA 

29. Moussavand Tranquillity, MD; Tranquillity Center, Ohio, USA 

30. Koorosh Karimi, MD; Sonderborg, Søndeiyjland, Denmark 

31. Omid Ashouri, MD; Kaiser Permanent, California, USA 

32. Jaleh Niazi, M.S., M.D; Medical Staff, University of California San Francisco USA 

33. Mahnaz Jalali, MD; Kaiser Permanent, California, USA 

34. Paria Yaghoubi Jami PhD; University of Alabama at Birmingham, Alabama, USA 

35. Mehrdad Torkaman, MD; Green Family Wellness Center British Columbia, Canada 

36. Fatemeh Esfahani MD; Cardiology of Southern California, California, USA 

37. Gezel Saheli MD; Pacific Palisades, California, USA 

38. Mohammad Kazem Attari MD; Padder Health, Virginia, USA 

39. Newsha Lajevardi, MD; Aventura, Florida, USA 

40. Reza Aghaei, PA; Columbia urgent care, Missouri, USA 

41. Anna Askari, MD; Aliso Viejo, California, USA 

42. Aryana Davani; One Medical, CA, USA 



43. Shahla Moghbel, DO; San Mateo, California, USA 

44. Farzam Vaziri PhD, University of California, Davis, California, USA 

45. Mehdi Saeidpour, MD; Bridgeman Downs, QLD, Australia 

46. Parinaz Barahimi; Gold Coast, QLD, Australia 

47. Maryam Sattari, MD; Toowong, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 

48. Jaleh Jahangiri, WA, Australia 

49. Halimeh Baansaf; Northern health, Victoria, Australia 

50. Masoud Asgari MD; FCAP, FASDP, Modesto, California, USA 

51. Faranak Mohammadpour, MD; California, USA 

52. Haleh Farzanmehr, MD, FCAP; Genex Laboratory Professional Corp, California, USA 

53. Ali Poyan Mehr; Kaiser Permanente California, USA 

54. Azita Abdollahian; Social worker, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

55. Paliza Kalanaki-Bassford; Perth, Western Australia, Australia 

56. Forouzan Nateghi, Slade Health Sydney, NSW, Australia 

57. Esmat Shojaee; Surex Consulting Pty Ltd, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 

58. Niloofar Rasooli; NSW, Australia 

59. Azita Damandan, Beaumont Hills, New South Wales, Australia 

60. Katrin Rabiei, MD, PhD; Institution of Neuroscience & Physiology, Gothenburg University, Sweden 

61. Amin Amenien, DDS, BSc, MSc; Angel smile and Orthodontics, London, United Kingdom 

62. Sepideh Pakrah, MD; Brisbane, QLD, Australia 

63. Shirin G/Ahangari, M.D; Family and walk-in clinic, North York, Ontario, Canada 

64. Amir Naji Rad, Melbourne, Vic, Australia 

65. Sevil Hemayat, MD, UMASS Memorial Medical Center, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA 

66. Fara Babaki, Prevention and Control of Infections, Public Health, Montreal, Canada 

67. Mohsen Nagahi, M.D, British Colombia, Canada 

68. Arshan Beyzaei Arani, MD, VA, USA 

69. Sepideh Mirfakhraie, MD, CA, USA 

70. Omid Jafari, MD, California, USA 

71. Saeide Rezvaninejad, MD, CA, USA 

72. Herby Maddy Ganshoren, Brussels, Belgium 

73. Paria Pourmalek, Adjunct Faculty, ATSU, AZ, USA 

74. Abdolrazagh Hashemi Shahraki, Research assistant, University of Florida, USA 

75. Allen Ghorashi DDS, Valley Dental Group, Ramsey, NJ, USA 

76. Anahita Kooschi, Saint-Gilles, Brussels, Belgium 

77. Mehdi Ghajar, MD, California Eye Institute, Fresno, CA, United States 

78. Afarin Elahi, RPh, Fresno, California, USA 

79. Sahar Derakhshanian, MD, CA, USA 

80. Tarsa Hatefi Dds, CA, USA 

81. Gity Supervizer, Nurse practitioner, UCSF, CA, USA 

82. Kiyarash Mohajer, MD, Kaiser Permanente, CA, USA 

83. Behi Raissi, MD, Calgary, AB, Canada 

84. Cyrus Motamed, Paris, France 

85. Azita Shirneshan, Sydney NSW, Australia 

86. Reza Kermani MD, Los Angeles, CA, USA 

87. Behinaz Raissi, MD, Yale University, CT, USA 



88. Reza MesbahMD, California, USA 

89. Farnaz Moshiri, Houston, TX USA 

90. Tara Beigi, Vancouver, BC, Canada 

91. Javad Siami, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 

92. Arman Mir, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

93. Arezoo Mojaverian, Head of the international students department, Madrid, Spain 

94. Nasim Ahrari, Madrid, Spain 

95. Shohreh Entesari, Iranian Women Organization SA, Watson, ACT, Australia 

96. Jamshid Entesari, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 

97. Shafa Amirsoltani, NA, Best Practice Dental, Elmwood Park, Illinois, USA 

98. Nahal Vessal DMD MSCD FRCDC, Westside Endodontist, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

99. Mehrnoosh Mehrabani, Private business, Tehran, Tehran, Iran 

100. Amirreza Elahian, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

101. Mohammad Taher, MD Neurological Associated, American Fork, Utah, USA 

102. Parisa Azhdarianfard, LCPC, CADC, Aram Connection, Buffalo Grove, IL, US 

103. Rush Tadbiri, Cape Cod healthcare, Bourne, MA, USA 

104. Bhnoosh Rahavard, MD, California, United States 

105. Farideh Najafi, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA 

106. Poneh Rahimi, MD, California, USA 

107. Sousan Amiri LMFT, Sousan Amiri Therapy, Westlake Village, CA, USA 

108. Farzad Forohar, North shore digestive medicine, Smithtown, NY, USA 

109. Sam Amiri, Quality director at Mirum Pharmaceutical, CA, USA 

110. Irman Forghani, MD, Assistant Professor, Miami, FL, USA 

111. Mitra Arjang, MD, CCFP, Clinical lecturer, University of Calgary, Canada 

112. Shaheen Vahdani, MD, MBA, MsHIM, ACHE, RHIA, CDIP, Hartford Healthcare, California, United States 

113. Shayan Amiri, Fontana, CA, United States 

114. Farizeh Khosravi, DDS Sweden, Craven Park Dental Clinic, London, United Kingdom 

115. Shideh Rezaei Deal, MD, VA, United States 

116. Maryam Hashemi, Manager at Neurodiagnostic, UCI Health, CA, USA 

117. Farzad Moussavi, MD, Southern California Permanente Medical Group, CA, USA 

118. Mitra Ansari, San Diego, CA, USA 

119. Shirin Amani Azari, Psychotherapist, United Kingdom, Bickley, United Kingdom 

120. Dary Aeitabar, Bonn, NRW, Germany 

121. Rahim Shafa MD, FASAM, DFAPA, Metrowest & Greater Boston CNS Research Center, Natick, MA, USA 

122. Maral Eghtesad, Budapest, Hungary 

123. Maryam Jalali, MD, Salinas Valley Health, CA, USA 

124. Babak Firoozi, MD, Memorial Care Medical Group, CA, USA 

125. Aya Sayah, ULB, Brussels, Brussels capital, Belgium 

126. Hengameh Roohi, PhD California Department of Correction and Rehabilitation, CA,USA 

127. Pardis Irannejad MD Kaiser Permanente, CA, USA 

 


