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The Leros Humanism Seminars 
Workshops  

22 – 25 June  2026 
ΚΠΕΑ «ΑΡΤΕΜΙΣ» 

With the support of  

Columbia University, Program in Hellenic Studies, Columbia Global Centers 

Justice-in-Education Initiative 

Prefecture of Southern Aegean  

Boulafenteio High School 
In collaboration with the Leros-based educators  

Agni Karagianni 
Haris Mylonas 
Eftychia Paraponiari 
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The Leros Humanism Seminars/ Σεμινάρια της Λέρου για τον Ανθρωπισμό (LHS/ΣΛ) and the 
Culture, Education and Development Centre "ARTEMIS" of Leros, with the support of the 
Prefecture of Southern Aegean and Columbia University, responding to the expressed requests 
from the local population, are organizing the following two events: 

A. Two workshops addressed to secondary school students of Leros. 
Students who participate in the workshops will be awarded attendance certificates from 
Columbia University/LHS/ΣΛ 

22 June – 25 June 2025 

Workshop 1. 

How does a question become a query?  

Hunger, for example. 

This workshop will revolve around the question "What is hunger?" as its foundation and develop 
it into a research question and a working hypothesis, exploring its basic definition, the historical 
and cultural factors that shape perceptions of hunger, the parameters that lead to its emergence, 
and the reception of hunger as a social phenomenon. The workshop will trace the ways of 
addressing hunger, the conceptual management of the reality of hunger, the normalization of 
hunger as a condition of life, and the recording of hunger on the temporal and historical horizon 
of society as memory and as identity. We will examine cases of situational hunger in contexts of 
war, pandemic, and environmental pressors, as well as the gendered and age-related dimensions 
of hunger. The participating students will be guided toward framing the topic as a research 
problem; they will be invited to think through its formulation as a specific question, both through 
bibliographical and archival research and through fieldwork that they will conduct with their 
own and other local families, in bakeries, with local farmers, and fishermen. They will be taught 
how to use their phones as research documentation tools. The research results will be collated in 
multimedia format - video, still photography, zine, and a booklet produced during the workshop - 
and will be hosted at https://leros-humanism-seminars.com 

The workshop will be taught by:  

Stathis Gourgouris, Department of English and Comparative Literature, Columbia University 
Neni Panourgia, Anthropology, Justice in Education Program, Columbia University 

Coordinator: Chloe Tsolakloglou, PhD Candidate in English and Comparative Literature, 
Columbia University 

https://leros-humanism-seminars.com/
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Schedule  

June 22 – 23: Theoretical orientation, explanation of field research techniques and strategies, 
photographic framing as part of the framing of the research question.  
June 23 – 24: Field research and write-up of fieldwork results.  
June 24 (afternoon session): Documentary poetry workshop 
June 25 (morning session): Finalizing poems 

  (afternoon): Public presentation of research and Award of Attendance Certificates 
 

Workshop 2. 

Useful Humanisms.  

How we face the future: youth, technology, environment 

How can humanistic education be relevant to today's world beyond the boundaries of academia? 
Is there value in education in humanistic and humanist thought, and can it translate into 
meaningful and sustainable employment? Do the humanities help us become better human 
beings in environments that, at first glance, seem to shun such thinking? In this applied two-day 
workshop, primarily students in the 11th and 12th grades will participate, guided by young 
professionals and thinkers in the field who have sought ways to make this translation a reality, 
and who will lead students behind the scenes of their specific working environments. The topics 
discussed will include questions of ethics and the ethical use of Artificial Intelligence, AI 
applications, virtual reality and video game development, and questions of environmental 
sustainability in the field. A central thread of discussion will be the question of how we face the 
future, particularly through the perspective and outlook of younger generations within the 
context of a difficult and uncertain present. 

The workshop will be taught by: 

Ayse Erduran, Software Engineer, Google Europe. Degree: Art History, Columbia University 
Petros Gourgouris, Virtual Environment Developer, KRAFTON PUBG Studios. Dual Degree: 
Philosophy, Fine Arts, Columbia University  
Doan Ho, Sustainability Investment Officer, Cardano NL. Degree: Political Science, Columbia 
University  
Vangelis Vaiyannis, MA Sociology in Digital Humanities, Columbia University; PhD Program, 
Sociology, Indiana University  
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Schedule 
June 22, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm AI Slop Petros Gourgouris, Ayse Erduran 
June 23, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm Technology, Sustainability, Ethics Vangelis Vaiyannis, Doan Ho 
June 24, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm Workshop conclusions and Award of Attendance Certificates 

 

B. Public Discussion 

Wednesday, June 24, 7:30–9:30 p.m. 

Columbia University Team of the Leros Workshops 

"How we face the future. Youth, Technology, Sustainability"  

KPEA ARTEMIS 

 

 


