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BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK
=
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=

Clarke's Dictionary of Practical Materia Medica
was first intended as a simple companion to his
book “Prescriber”, but as the content increased
over time, the book gradually developed into a
complete Materia Medica. Here the author
includes all remedies that are well-documented
in homoeopathic literature, aiming to present

each drug easily identifiable and differentiable
from the others. This expansive perspective
ensures  the  Dictionary's everlasting
significance as a leading homoeopathic
reference book.
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE BOOK
VOLUME I

The first volume opens with “Preface to the
New Issue”, where the author expresses his
satisfaction at the sustained demand for the
work and includes a note for the addition of
several remedies placed in the appendix of
volume III. This is followed by a section called
“Errata” containing a list of minor corrections
discovered by the author and arranged
separately for each volume. The “Preface” then
explains the background, acknowledges the
contributing authors, and clarifies the
abbreviations and signs used. The volume
concludes with an alphabetically arranged list
of remedies (Abies Canadensis to Hypericum)
which are then discussed in depth.

VOLUME II

The second volume begins with a “Prefatory
Note” paying tribute to Dr. James Compton
Burnett, whose therapeutic insights are deeply
valued by the author and he ensures that
Burnett's clinical contributions are reflected
throughout the text. It is continued with an
alphabetical list of remedies (Iberis to Zizia)
including those found in Volume III and ends
with the drug picture presentation from Iberis to
Pelargonium Reniforme.

VOLUME III

Unlike the earlier volumes, Volume III has
neither a preface nor a list of remedies. It
contains the remaining drug pictures from
Penthorum Sedoides to Zizia and concludes
with an appendix of fourteen additional
remedies. Among which, Radium Bromatum is
the only remedy presented in full detail.

CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAIN
TEXT

The main text consists of two essential parts:
the introductory and the schema. While the
schema forms the core framework of the
Materia Medica, the introductory section
provides guidance that enables readers to use
and interpret the schema effectively, which is
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one of the author’s central objectives.

INTRODUCTORY

This part begins with the names and preparation
of the remedies, introducing each one along
with its synonyms, natural origin, and the
preparations used in provings or practice,
emphasising the actual forms employed,
whether or not they represent the ideal
preparation. This is followed by the “Clinical”
section, which offers an alphabetical list of
diseases in which the remedies have
demonstrated, or may demonstrate, curative
potential. However, Clarke clarifies that this list
is suggestive rather than exhaustive. Also
mentioned that the italicized disease names in
the list do not indicate stronger therapeutic
indications; instead, they serve as reference
points of the remedy to his “Prescriber”.

The “Characteristics” section presents the
leading features of each remedy in a narrative
form, rather than merely listing isolated
keynotes, although keynotes are included.
Modalities of aggravation and amelioration,
which frequently play a decisive role in remedy
selection are also discussed here. The
“Relations”  section  further  enhances
understanding by outlining allied remedies and
distinguishing between medicines with closely
similar symptom pictures. He also identifies
complementary, inimical, and antidotal
relationships of the drug, which are often
crucial for fine differentiation and accurate
prescription. ~ The  “Causation”  section
concludes by highlights the specific causes or
conditions to which a remedy is especially
suited, noting that the cause itself frequently
becomes the keynote for remedy selection.

SCHEMA

The schema forms the backbone of the
Dictionary, a systematically arranged body of
symptoms belonging to each remedy. In this
part, all the symptoms of the remedies found in
the Homoeopathic literature are arranged under
27 numbered headings under the title
“SYMPTOMS”. Clarke compiled this
framework primarily from two monumental
sources:
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rational integration of provings knowledge,
clinical experiences, and comparative remedy
relationship. Therefore, it remains a pillar in the
study and use of Homoeopathic Materia Medica
almost a century after it was first published.

LIMITATION
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Despite its great significance, the book has
certain limitations. The wide range of
symptoms that each remedy presents is difficult
for practitioners and students to memorise or
retain due to its detailed and expansive
symptomatology. Although the depth of
information is undeniably useful, it could
become burdensome when one seeks only the
characteristic or clinically confirmed keynotes
of the remedy. The use of the term "dictionary"
itself reflects the vast range of symptoms
compiled which is an aspect that, although
informative, can make quick recall and
practical study more challenging.

© 2026 | KNOW Homoeopathy Journal | www.knowhomoeopathyjournal.com

KNOW Homoeopathy Journal | Volume 6 | Issue 1 | March 2026


http://www.knowhomoeopathyjournal.com/
https://www.knowhomoeopathyjournal.com/2026/04/Botok-review-on-Dictionary-practical-materia-medica-John-henry-clarke.html
https://www.knowhomoeopathyjournal.com/2026/04/Botok-review-on-Dictionary-practical-materia-medica-John-henry-clarke.html
https://www.knowhomoeopathyjournal.com/2026/04/Botok-review-on-Dictionary-practical-materia-medica-John-henry-clarke.html
https://www.knowhomoeopathyjournal.com/p/copyright-policy.html
https://www.knowhomoeopathyjournal.com/p/copyright-policy.html

