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The representations of people in the five southern
border provinces in southern local

newspaper discourse®

Umawan Chart-Iyaranont*

Orathai Chinakkhrapong®

Abstract

The research for this article aimed to study the representations of
people in the five southern border provinces. Five southern local newspapers
published in 2021 were used through lexical selection based on critical discourse
analysis. It was found that the representation of people in the five southern
border provinces has three main aspects, 1) characteristics and personality;
2) social aspect; and 3) economic aspect. With respect to linguistic strategies
used for characteristics and personality, two representations were found.
First, southern border people have a sense of volunteerism and will sacrifice
themselves to society. Second, southern border people love their homeland

and are proud of their locality.

 This paper is part of the Ph.D. dissertation in the Doctor of Philosophy
program, Department of Thai language, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University
entitled “The relationship between languages and representations of the southern
people in the five border provinces in local Thai newspapers based on critical
discourse analysis”.

“ Ph.D. student, Thai Program, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University.

° Thesis advisor, a Lecturer at Department of Linguistics Folklore

Philosophy and Religion, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University.
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Two representations were found with respect to the social aspect.
First, southern border people have been affected by the unsafe situation.
Second, southern border people are willing to respond to government policies
in the Covid-19 pandemic. With respect to the economic aspect, there are
three representations. First, southern border people are rubber farmers. Second,
southern border people are those who have been severely affected by the
Covid-19 situation. Third, southern border people are often involved in illegal

activities.

In conclusion, all these representations clearly reflect positive and
negative aspects of southern border people with the current social situation
related to Covid-19 and the chaotic situation that has occurred for a long time

ago and influenced by the production of the text.

Keywords: Representation, Southern border people, Local newspapers, Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA)
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Table 1: Summary of words related to the meaning of volunteerism,

generosity, sacrificing

Meaning Group Word and Set of words

Volunteerism, generosity, sacrificing | donate survival bags, help with Yala
floods, help with Pattani floods,
share kindness, donate items to help
the field hospital, share food with
baby elephants, donate with heart,
left to share, join forces, supporting
things, send white-robed warriors to
help Samut Sakhon, offering bags of
kindness, giving a set of heart bags,

packing a set of heart bags, go on a

boat together to pick up trash

Source: Researcher
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Table 2: Summary of words related to the meaning of loving their homeland

and being proud of their locality

Meaning Group Word and Set of Words

Loving their homeland and being | Miracles of Chana, local economic goods,
proud of their locality valuable resources, pride of Songkhla
people, quality organic langsat, fabric
pattern of Thepha local wisdom, precious
fabric patterns, local wisdom, valuable
goods of Pattani, valuable goods of
Khao Phra, unique taste, identity of the
people of Khok Pho district, realizing
value, handicraft wisdom, valuable goods
of Takbai, creating a reputation for the
southern border provinces, creating pride,
valuable intellectual heritage, distinctive

identity

Source: Researcher
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Table 3: Summary of words related to the meaning of conservation and

inheritance

Meaning Group Word and Set of Words

Conservation and inheritance | Conservation, inheriting Songkhla identity,
rehabilitation of local artisans, restoration
of wisdom, promotion of the use of local
fabrics, inheritance of cultural traditions,
conservation of local wisdom, conserving
and inheriting culture, conservation of the

old city of Pattani, inheriting farming culture

Source: Researcher
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Table 4: Summary of words related to the meaning of acts of violence that

result in loss

Meaning Group Word and Set of Words

Acts of violence that result | use of a strafing weapons, loud explosions,
in loss spraying bullets as if playing, placing a bomb,
drop a bomb, bombing an electric pole, laying
bombs, placing bombs in stolen cars, piles of
bullets, sniper attack on officers, shoot the
protection set base, throwing a pipe bomb,
burning a garbage truck, shooting a ranger
dead, M79 snipers, breaking through black
military base, shooting at operational bases,
burning cars, attacking, bombing army rang-
ers, destroying CCTV cameras, exploding iron

horse head, explosion at Rueso, shooting and

burning cars

Source: Researcher
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Table 5: Summary of words related to the meaning of responses to government

policies in the Covid-19 situation

Meaning Group Word and Set of Words

Responding to govern- | strictly enforce the law, epidemic prevention,
ment policies in the Co- | proactive search, prevention and control, receive
vid-19 situation policy, proactive policy, accelerate the spraying of
disinfectants against the Covid-19 virus, proac-
tive public relations, expedite vaccination, build
herd immunity, accelerate proactive vaccination,
prepare for vaccinations, jointly vaccinate, aim
for vaccination, open field hospitals, closed
mosques and tadikas, help the people of the

village lockdown, don’t organize group activities,

don’t consume alcoholic beverages

Source: Researcher
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Table 6: Summary of words related to economic condition impacted by Covid-19

Meaning Group Word and Set of Words
Economic situation from the lack of income since closing the country,
impact of Covid-19 product prices fall, (sales person) lack

of income, employees in trouble, lack of

income from tourists

Source: Researcher
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Table 7: Summarize of words related to the definition of an offense or illegal

entry into the country

Meaning Group

Word and Set of Words

Illegal smuggling or illegal

entry into the country

Smuggling into the city, fleeing into border
towns, illegal entry into the country,
smuggling drugs, illegal goods, huge amount of
heroin seized, illegal oil trade, drug trafficking,
smuggling kratom leaves, smuggling Crystal

methamphetamine (ice) to sell, drug transport

Source: Researcher

Table 8: Summarize of the frequency of representation presented about southern

border people in different aspects

Main

Representation

Words and Sub Representation

Number

Percentage

1. Characteristics
and personality

aspect

1.1. Southern border people have
the nature of volunteerism and
sacrifice themselves to society.
- Words to convey volunteerism,

generosity and sacrificing

1.2 Southern border people love
their homeland and are proud
of their locality.

- Words to convey love their
homeland and being proud

of their locality

28

24

15.30

13.11
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Table 8: Summarize of the frequency of representation presented about southern

border people in different aspects (cont.)

Main
. Words and Sub Representation | Number | Percentage
Representation

- Words to convey the| 17 9.29
preservation and
continuation of local arts
and culture

2. Social aspect | 2.1. Southern border people have

been affected by the unsafe

situation.

- Words to convey acts of| 41 2240
violence that result in loss

2.2. Southern border people are

willing to respond the

government policies in the

Covid-19 pandemic.

- Words to convey that| 33 18.03
Southern border people are
ready to respond to
government policies in the

Covid-19 situation.

3. Economic 3.1. Southern border people are
aspect rubber farmers.
- Words to convey the name 4 219

of a rubber farmers
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Table 8: Summarize of the frequency of representation presented about southern

border people in different aspects (cont.)

Main
Words and Sub Representation | Number | Percentage
Representation

3.2. Southern border people are
those who have been severely
affected by the Covid-19
situation.

- Words to describe behavior | 15 8.20
and economic conditions
from the impact of Covid-19

3.3. Southern border people are
often involved in several
illegal act.

- Words to convey illegal| 21 1148

actions

Total 183 100

Source: Researcher
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