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Dynamics and the ways of thinking in creating
the Songkran-Wan Lai Festival in

the Eastern Region of Thailand®

Chonticha Nisaisat®

Poramin Jaruworn®

Abstract

This article aims to study the ways of thinking in creating the
Songkran-Wan Lai festival in the eastern region of Thailand and to analyze
the dynamics of the Songkran tradition resulting from the ways of thinking
of such creation. The study reveals that the Songkran-Wan Lai festival is a
cultural occurrence to which various folklore in the locality has been applied,
especially local traditions, rituals, beliefs and plays, to be a part of a tourist
festival of the eastern region. There are various characteristics of creation,
namely, transmission of existing traditions and rituals, revival of traditions

and rituals, the combination of Songkran tradition with rituals in the fifth
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month to be the same festival, and a combination of rituals found in the
eastern region to become a tourist festival, giving rise to the dynamics of
the Songkran tradition from a rite of passage that focuses on fertility
and peacefulness of communities to become a ritual with performance in the

context of tourism and the creative economy.

Keywords: Songkran-Wan Lai Festival, Dynamics of folklore, the ways of
thinking, Eastern region of Thailand
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