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Project Title : Transfomation to Modernization of Thai Society :
The Case of Universities After World War 2
Name of Researcher : Paitoon Sinlarat

Year : 1997

Abstract

After World war Il, Thailand has changed profoundly in every aspect namely:
political, economic and social. These changes followed American model. The changes

lead to new demands and new roles of Thai people.

University, as a social institution, was also affected by the above-mentioned
changes. Missions and objectives were reviewed. Business-oriented instruction,
research and social servic was introduced to university function, along with graduate
studies and regional universities. General education was added as a supplement to
specialization. Credit system, individualized instruction, and verious kinds of student
activities was also introduced to university. Faculty members had more active roles in
university administration.

The basic changes in university education were individuality, liberty and
participation. Professionalization in administration and diversification in activities were
also other movements of universities after world war Il. In conclusion, liberalization was

the fundamental concept of modernization both in Thai society and in Thai universities

after world war |l.
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