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Project Title The Use of Address Terms in Thail during

+he Ratranakoesin Perlod

Names of the Investigators M.R. Kalaya Tingsabadh and

Amara Prasithratheint

Year January 1986

ABSTRACT

This‘study invectigates the use and change in the
use of address terms in Bangkok Thai during 200 years of
the Ratanakosin (Bangkok) Period : 1882-1982. The data
on which the analysis is based were taken from conversations,
in 157 novels and short stories, randomly selected from 5
sub=periods of the Bangkok period : the beginning of the
Bangkok perlod, the dawn of modernization, the period
after the abolition of slavery, the "Democracy" pericd,

and the period after October 14, 1973.

The study.finds that an address term in Thail consists
of twa parts: the obligatory and the optional parte. The
latter is a "finai” particle, such as Eﬂé' The other can be
any or a combination of fwo or several of these words in
this order: pronominal, kine~term, rank, occupation/title,

name, and expressive phrase.

It was discovered that the three most frequently

used address terms are name, pronominal +name, and pronominal ,

The use of these three forms of address are determined by

the dogres of ro;/zpecl: and intimacy the speakor expresses



toward the addressececs Wi£h regard to change, the data chow
that theve hac neen 11ttle chenge in the oddriess tcrms uscd
By the "esenior" (phu-yal), bul Lhuse used by the “junior"
(phu-noi) have changed in such a way that they tend to

show more equality since the "Democracy" periods As for
the address terms used among equals, they have changed so

that the speaker expresses more intimacy toward the addressee.
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