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An Analysis of Buddhist Teachings
for Developing the Concept of Human Rights

Panutat Yodkaew'

Abstract

The article aims to create a Buddhist model of human rights by taking
into consideration analyses given by world-famous scholars on the topic of
“human rights and Buddhism”, such as Damein Keown, Jay L. Garfield, Patrick
Hayden, and Perera. The author argues that the concept of human rights is
similar to Buddhist teachings in that both are intended to promote peace and
respect for human dignity. The research findings show that according to
commentary given by Thailand’s leading Buddhist monks on the modern
concept of human rights, the concept of human rights is well structured to
express global concerns over human peace and wellbeing following the end
of World War 1II, but is still devoid of what can be considered “the highest
echelons of goodness/virtue” equivalent to the Buddhist notion of

Samma Pafiia.

The research findings reveal that based on a Western legal
philosophical notion that duties entail rights, it is the duties echoed in the
Buddhist concept of the Middle Path that can lead to unlimited rights and
freedom. The Middle Path is found to be able to complement or even add

the value of Buddhist ultimate good to the modern concept of human rights.

' Diplomatic Official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
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Integration of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with some
doctrines selected from the Buddhadhamma, has been proposed as another

theoretical option for Buddhist society.

Keywords: Human Rights, Buddhism, Discourse, the Middle Path, Threefold

Learning, Integration
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