UsINgMSnismps : wainwismsiunanuay
msaFvassaransalluudausng®

Uszia3g Ju97°

o/ ]
Unprgs
unpuiljofnyInsiunaauarmsaiisassAayansoineymiueu
AaUzmapnauAusAyiuaRn L @snmiuwsysmndonuineluwaiug

manasuazmanz fuesn lngliIsmsfiuvioyamasundsznauiumsdenn
RHRI R Epht

nansAnwlusmunmsiunendydnyainsrayluemdsyzing wui
fmsfuneadyanseivazaylueuAaly o Usznm Ao viudszRinssuuay
IHARINIBIINETsAnINssuR T LazARINTIUAWEYA Y Wan19ITY
wudimssuneadydnsainszayluwemAauzidunanianuuiAanisesi
SeydnuolnaesmUARWNE PN

frumsadvassAdyansoinszsyudoauneiinefiunondyanuol
wazgsmlueuAsly © Yszm Ae nssdvaseAdydnwainszaylueu
Usginnasy uarnisadeassfnazsylvoulsznmam wanmsidewudn
mﬁﬁuwamﬁmé‘fﬂwtﬁmzﬁwﬂumuﬁNﬂzLﬂummmﬂLLmﬁmmﬁa%mﬁzyﬁﬂmﬁ
Wizﬁmﬁﬁﬁwﬁwammﬂﬂﬁrﬁhmumamwmwmﬁ—ﬁu@LLm'N%mmiﬁﬁuTuu%w
wmmamﬁa‘[uﬁuﬁwwﬁamu

* ynanwilifudmisesenddvlulasens “duydnuninszsyluoufaus:
msfiunen MIas1eessh wazaud@RysmunRndeludorulne Telisunu “imuwn
Ananmlumsyhendderesorasdgulmel andninounseuaiuayunsive (@na.)

* FYwmansansyd Useiniainimeinguarnme Tmusssuns fusen
AnEARUAMENT W INeNdusTTHmMand

@ o~ 1% s '% 1
dnnamaalamed : wedawiomiFumeasasnaaeFiddusnsalumAmy oo



TushuiladanisfunandanuainszsyluuAaUzwu o Usens [fun
Usgmausn AnwAnfeatuaimsadawmsannudugudnaisdnema Usems
fiaporruAnfyaiumayesznsluewan uazdszmsganenuda
Wenfunalauienissousssnzludonulng fandadunsadvassndydnuol
warsluoAaUs wutlade o Usenns [fud Ysenisusndndnannudaiies
fulwmansluduaulng Usznisfines dnwnzuazsingmaniuaswmsrma
Tudorulny Suundu © Uit Ao o) wnsmawuuuUszfiuludonulng
way o) swewdydludonulng Ussnisfisam unummehfiveewsrs g e
Fyanunlanaludurulng wazUszmsaaiemsaiassdamnylmivay
wizaludoruineagiu Suundu o Ay fis o) wavsy: Sydnualuay
M9RZIMILATI Ib) Wz y: dyanwaluaslynan uag o) wezsy: dyanwol
YDUNT13REUN T

ARty wazay, duanwal, ARrEe, n1sfunen, s uassn

om0 IR T oc @IUT o NITIEN - NI lncoo



Phenomenon of Belief in Rahu: Dynamics of

Symbol Transmission and Creation in Thai Arts.

Prasirt Runra®

Abstract

This research focuses on the creation and succession of the Rahu
symbol in Thai art, as well as the importance of the belief in Rahu in Thai
society in the central, eastern and western regions by using field observation
method, together with participant observation. The study of the succession
of Rahu in Thai art found that there are two types of such representations:
sculpture and Thai painting, including murals. The research found that the
succession of the Rahu symbol in Thai art has been the result of the concept

of Rahu according to Buddhism.

The research found that the concept of Rahu incorporates Brahman-
Hindu ideas, but was created in a Buddhist context as it is used in Buddhist
settings. The study found that the Rahu symbol is used in three ways. First
is the idea of the creation of the Buddhist site as the center of the universe.
Second is the idea of worshiping the Buddha in the future. The last factor
is the idea of using Rahu to teach morals in Thai society. The symbolism of
Rahu in art has four main factors. First, there is the idea of astrology in Thai
society. Second are the characteristics and phenomena of Buddhism in Thai
society, categorized into two factors: 1) popular Buddhism and 2) Buddhist

commercialism. Third is the role of Rahu as a universal symbol in Thai society.

® Assistant Professor in Department of Thai and Eastern Language and Culture,

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University.
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Lastly, a new meaning of Rahu in Thai society can be classified into three
meanings: 1) Rahu: the symbol for elimination of evil; 2) Rahu: the symbol of

fortune; and 3) Rahu: the symbol of change.

Keywords: Rahu, Symbol, Belief, Transmission, Creation
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