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Garuphan: 1000 Holy Objects and Functions

in Isan Culture

Suddhinan Sri-on*

Abstract

The Kharuphan are holy objects of the Buddhism culture in central
Isan. Almost all temples in Kalasin and Roi-Et provinces have the Kharuphan. In
the past, the Kharuphan was created to hold a variety of items, such as various
kinds of lotus, rolled betel nuts and leaves, flowers of different kinds and rolled
cigarettes used in the Mahachat Sermon of the fourth month. They were used as
offerings for 1,000 khatha.

At the Mahachat Sermon Festival or Bunphawet in central Isan, a monk
or an elderly man had to place a Kharuphan, one or two pairs of them. When
the ceremony ended, all of the temples would place the Kharuphan on their altar
table set. Now the Kharuphan have been used as protective charms in Isan
rituals, including family rituals, such as the evening prayer and the house
warming ceremony, as well as community rituals, such as pan-fried sticky rice
ceremony (Bun Khao Ji), Bun Khum or Bun Boek Ban, and the rocket festival
(Bun Bang Fai). The Kharuphan is mainly used as protective charms against
inauspicious events that might occur during the ceremony. Another role of the
Kharuphan is to represent offerings for the Mahachat Sermon, since offerings
items are hard to find in some years, such as flowers, betel nuts and leaves, lotus

and Sabang flowers.

* A lecturer Curriculum of Thai and Communication, Department of Eastern

Languages and Literature, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani University
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In addition to the role as a protective charm in rituals, Isan people
respect the Kharuphan like Phra Upagutta or monks. This is so because the
Kharuphan is placed on an altar table along with Buddha images, although
placed below the Buddha image. In addition, the Kharuphan is usually kept
at the seat of a temple’s abbot. Hence, the Kharuphan in Isan culture is not
only an object for a Buddhist ceremony, it is also a sacred object that has the
same role as Phra Upagutta that needs to be enshrined in the ceremonies. It has
the same status as a revered monk and as an abbot, as well as the same status

as an amulet.

Keywords: Holy objects; role; Phra Upagutta
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