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A Semantics Study of Hand-Related Verbs
in Chaingrai Dialect of Thai

Panwadee Rattanasak, Suttha Rattanasak”

Abstract

This study aims at classifying types of hands-related verbs spoken

in Chiang Rai dialects by using componential analysis.

For the data collection procedure, the researcher started with defining
hands-related verbs and grouping them in accordance with the Lanna-Thai
dictionary. Then, the data was analyzed using componential analysis by taking
the interrelationship between nouns and verbs into consideration to study the
differences and components of each word. The data was checked by language

informants who were originally born and raised in Chiang Rai.

The study showed that hands-related verbs can be grouped into nine
categories: hands-related verbs indicating how to hold something; hands-related
verbs indicating how to uncover something; hands-related verbs indicating
how to move something; hands-related verbs showing how to raise something;
hands-related verbs showing how to grasp something in a hole or take
something out, which may or may not take something out of the hole;
hands-related verbs showing how to make a scratch; hands-related verbs
showing how to control or press something; and hands-related verbs showing
how to touch something. In addition, this study also showed the differences

of words in each category which denotes their closely-related meanings.

Keywords : hands-related verbs , Chiang Rai dialects , componential analysis

" A lecturer in the Department of Thai Language and Culture, School of Liberal
Arts, Maefahluang University.
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Dy /pia/
oju /miim/

iy /mwaam/

wu /mup/
M /kim/

Twou /Noop/
Tnu /kdop/
dn /pwt/

B /ti/

\n /tee/

Ry /tWN/
g /kdaN/

in /wiak/

o /muu/

U

wn /Mok/
i /tiw/
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an /cok/
i Jcak/

An /twt/

. on /thék/

ian /10k/

m /maat/

. w8n /jak/

nén /jak/

vin /kiw/
Win /ték/

du /biip/
dm /bit/
W /fan/

fu /kan/

IR /niat/
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- Dy /pia/
fouduuinmludeumivie

-y /mim/
wiinjandalulduny

- iy /mwaam/
taveyhuuziulageludoun

- WU /mup/
FoanyunsLay

- ™ /kam/
warhldffgn

- Tnnou /moop/
tioslsuzuslaluge
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- Tnu /koop/
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- Q@ /maat/
Hpveyavehi

- udn /jak/
usinBnuaugn

- wndn /jak/
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- i /kiaw/
WaLdma
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- an /ték/
gnuiinaus

- T /biip/
gnduuy

- Um /bit/
usidmvign

- dfu /fan/
Hooiutlua

- /kan/
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