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Crimes in Thai Folk Literature in the Era of King
Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh (1868-1925)

Dome Kripakorn®

Abstract

This article focuses on stories about crimes that appear in the folk
literature in Central Thailand, namely Wat-Koh Books, during the reign of King
Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh in order to understand the meaning of
“crime” in the aspect of the people of the Central egion during the transition

to modern times.

Studying texts found in Wat-Koh Books shows that the books suggested
views on “crime” and “criminal” in accordance with modern or Western concept s
that Siamese elites adopted in the reign of King Chulalongkorn and King
Vajiravudh. Crime and criminals were considened undesirable that the
state must control or eradicate. This reflects the communication of modern

ideas to people.

Keywords: Crimes, King Chulalongkorn, King Vajiravudh, Wat-Koh books

° Dr.Dome Kraipakorn is currently a lecturer in the Department ment of History,

Faculty of Social Sciences, Srinakhariwirot University.
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