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The Advancement of Thai Traditional Craft
and Needlework of Thai Women in the Reign
of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V)

Dollaya Tiantong®

Abstract

This article explores the advancement of Thai traditional craft and
needlework of Thai women in the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V).
The study found that a number of Thai women had an opportunity to study craft
and needlework overseas and came back to transfer the new knowledge
and skills to other Thai women in their motherland. In addition, foreign
masters came to Thailand to train Thai women in handicraft skills in
both formal and non-formal education, to help establish their occupations. At
the same time, Thai females working under the royal court of Siam had
been strictly trained in craft and needlework so that their professional
skills were highly developed. Their excellent handicrafts were widely
recognized on both domestic and international levels. The advancement in Thai
craft and needlework was created by Thai women from their own original ideas.
Her Majesty Queen Saovabha Phongsri (Her Majesty Queen Mother
Sri Bajrindra) and Her Majesty Queen Savang Vadhana (Her Majesty Sri
Savarindira Grandmother) were the key figures because of their determination
to enhance the role and status of Thai women to reach an international
standard. In addition, both Her Majesty the Queens had the initiative to conserve
and inherit Thai traditional craft and needlework as the heritage of the kingdom

and to support the occupations of Thai women in the future.

Researcher at Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University (Ph.D.
Student in Thai Studies Program, faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University)
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