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Thai Buddhist Modernism: Human Rights Discourse
as Formulated by Thai Buddhist Monks and its

Historical Development

Panutat Yodkaew"

Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is a useful method for uncovering the
underlying ideologies embedded in discourses and the larger culture that
create those discourses. This article aims to study the identity of human
rights discourse as formulated by three Thai Buddhist monks and to
investigate when such discourse was formed and how the discourse has
developed through time, especially when viewed from the perspective
of critical discourse analysis. The author attempts to shed light on the
discursive strategy through which the modern concept of human rights is

linguistically represented in contemporary Thai Buddhist literary works.

Trisikkha and pufifia are found to count as episteme and reflect
the ideological assumptions upon which most contemporary Theravada
discourse is based. The first Theravada discourse on human rights emerged
during the Cold War when liberalist discourse competed against those of
Communism for ideological hegemony. Human rights discourse, as formed
by Thai Buddhist monks, is arguably deemed a part of the spectrum of Thai
Theravada counter discourse against materialism, consumerism and neo-
imperialism. Theravada Buddhist discourse has developed over the past decades

to integrate various strands of discursive knowledge of modern disciplines
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and now has become even more sophisticated in plot, argument and use of

intertextualities to differentiate their meaning.

Keywords : discourse, text, human rights, Theravada, representation
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discourse analysis) Aia1nvany usnsouMTIATIzAIMNTINBInINY ey
FapilithuisAnyIuuuyInd (Foucaultian approach) filifunsnsiassuynniug
(episteme) ua¥N153RTELTBUNIIIMNTIH (order of discourse) Ty mnssu/
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239981173 (il n'y a pas de relation social sans le pouvoir) WHYMELAEINU
{IvegausuwaliaugUsrnsYaeIsnsAnwvesdinatndsuniuuas
AELMDS (Vienna and Lancaster traditions of CDA) wiaitluuSuniuluwuy
vl “GBAnwImnssulunuuUse TRmans (discourse historical approach)”
(Wodak & Meyer, 2001, p. 160-180) lsiuinsnuszansilfisy TaAnwwassdiin
MmN BInndlaeiUinuisnuUssius 1Aty Ao o. Useiiu
Fuw (text) Buvenedvdnsoiens) Uselanimngsy MIROMANE UaE
wdoiriaefionivassnAall (literary devices) . UsziAwianufianie
IMNFIU (discursive practice) FovuneFunisUsenauasemna sy (discursive
constitution) ﬁmﬁaummmmﬁé’\mma\j@m (social status of the speakers)
LRZHINITOUIUBNTINITUUYTZAUNIEIAN (social stratification) ﬁﬁag’a‘%\j
Tnssuluileizeasiaulasuas Ay duius Bos e (power relation)
TuiRdamu L‘Wﬁ?%ﬂ?‘hﬂ‘da\jﬂQNﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ’]ﬂIﬁgﬂLLE\’lﬂ\jNWquﬂﬁﬂﬁVimmfimﬂ
TusgwhomsUsznauafofiun wu §a1mslEnw (language styles) B93
forws (vocabularly) MNYFUAUS (syntax) N9WLLEYY (intonation) sl
§un3eagn8n (proverb) uarmsBunde (naming strategy) Buiidndna
atounluUN1HARFIUN (text production) wazlunisfimuwionisuilng
FIUN (text consumption) weanani mma’u‘%a\jLLazgﬂLLUUﬂWﬁTﬁLwﬁ;wa
(reasoning) WREVNNIAANS (argument) FudinudAylunTInTet ey
szvioufumufuantimsdunuuasiyn Bonditiu vnnfasontushumasse
AN NEEamMsUsARUzsaymunlsiFd n15l8usum (contextualization) M908
2BN3NUSUN (decontextualization) WREMISHURLUUIUN (recontextualization)
soilintuasslusewiumsuansuniiuussiuiidouriduie uay o. Useibiu
FoufiRmesonu-Tansssu (socio-cultural practice) Fuvanpfoidoulumy
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MRz mnEsBeInngil Ao msAnu1IBwauasIB Buuiignyili
LﬂummgmmsgﬂﬁmmamﬂmmuLmu (standardised and institutionalised
ways of talking and writing) ¥BugUsEAUS dolufitlie 5An 58w 381/
s uwRWaTDswsEaudioaugy anananludnuuy mYilrTskmngsuds
Indihsinszavdlddour 387wanwnlildoya (information) wayis
WINLIRSIINISAAIY (interpretation) ﬁ\jﬁﬂi”mgLLNzIﬁﬁ”Iﬂwamﬁuagf[uizUU
TmnssuasIming snwe q fudeiiwanwyesnglumsiess msimat
‘[umuﬁéﬁ’aﬁu[ﬁm%magjuugmﬂ AT Bvswavayrmnsauiidnaniii flEmnasu
813130WIULH (the influence of the discourse itself is greater than the speakers

themselves can see) FI8RLULDY

naunTiATIskImnssuBeInndasueguuannfigiuiionisly
mwiilalanszans wivnendslsiihlugnstimisnnsags viommmsoinudony
(use of language could lead to mystification of social events) WsnN15IATIZIDEY
soufusnunsndiedamenszuunsEnvludnyusiUaturnuaseions1
TAsua319mene (construction) M TliusiilsgnlfidurZosiiomsgaunisn
TumsUatusmssgnssh vidoudiusdanwnpamormduuazlsunootng wihly
wanmsshAuawgeiirTgimnndsinndde mslinwuiadeAons
UFRnsmudons (use of language is a social practice) fignrimunlaalnsoad
mMudupsigsiiaurnuduiusiBusnna waznsliEnmungslitdudsyluns
tusnuuazifsuulaslpsosdoiulunafivaiu dhwsnsuemouiieaegd
TwnssudinndfensUandssuyedaanainmanssudmenendiuyed
2Rl nTevtina NS UIUMSARIATILAABITURULDY (self reflexion) DY
33639 nouiiaefilvurAussrsuazasY widsaansasEyINIARIDIEMS
PRDNN NN (delusion) ‘[ﬁuﬁuw&ﬂﬁﬁaﬁw (Wodak & Meyer, 2001, p. 7-10)
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5738 (means) Twmsligruauaziumsuansgiuna snaluiitzeilydes
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and resistance are inter-linked) HAYBYNISANYIILAT 12 MNTT BTN NG
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character of discursive practices) 8nsat (Wodak & Meyer, 2001, p. 162-180)
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(paradoxes) AMTAULSIUFILBY (contradictions) AAfigazululpseadiy
FIUN (text-internal structure) W3almnssy (discourse) FutfumsitAIzd
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SUPNIINYNN DORWIEUUUY (a discourse is a way of signifying a particular

domain of social practice from a particular perspective) (Wodak & Meyer,
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2001, p. 163-180)
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WannBwslusmution §a1 uazgnnine lavanzethedowszaudinugsy
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wiwEey (theme) AsmoiieatipoiuidasnumBedaonnoasumaniluli
A9 Wi MeluANE msulesyiuauid (Ins8nen) wazniseniegig
vingnmsalifisadurudminy wa wisdnwoe/ABhanus foflvousuiu
hluluAuAsinsrm Deilmszinsrmazlimenidosduivihelnaanuuian
ZBRATIA

aehulsfifgidewudn 38msli/aumana F8i8onm uazlnsuday
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