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“as the digital increasingly structures the
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“human decisions are now being
made on the basis of apparatus deci-

sions”

— Vilém Flusser
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Machines aren’t malevolent. Computers aren’t cruel. Algorithms
aren't evil.

Not on purpose. anyway.

When we talk about technology being biased, soctally corrosive, or
downright exploitative, we are actually tatking about what the humans
behind the tech programmed it to do. Be it through naive techno-posi-
tivism, Silicon Valley hubris, corporate greed, or all of the above. The
problem, of course, is that technology ts always a force multiplier.
When we make machine learning software that categorizes people
based on available cultural data, we get anti-Semitic Facebook algo-
rithms, racist search engines. or corporattons ustng behavtoural
marketing to sway public opinton about global warming on an unprec-
edented scale.

CtrlZ.Al

Thus 1ssue ol the Algorthuns
ol Late-Captlalism zine was
comereated as part ol the C/
run “Co-designing

Alpor |lllm~ _ol_Jate_Capital-
ism 7ine” workshop held at
the Ctrl . AL zine Linr

When we talk about machines betng
malevolent, computers being cruel, or
algorithms bemg evil, we are really
saying: Look what we taught the
machines to do.

Follow us

Barcelona, Spain on 30
aleorithmsollatccapitalism.tumblr.com January 2020

www. instagram, com-“'lh_.,onthms of late_capitalisin/
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‘Internet Service
Providers Should Not
Be Able To Decide What
.| People Can See Online!’
AL = Says Man Who Decides
What People Can See
Online

“The longer a system has been
running, the greater the number
of programmers who have worked
on it, the less any one person

understands it.”
— Ellen Ullman
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“Every piece of software reflects an
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uncountable number of philosophical com-
mitments and perspectives without which it

could never be created.”

— Paul Dourish

- i '
= |f—————
| 1
L

Die With Me

Die With Me is an app you can anly use when
you have less then 6% battery.
Die together in a chatroom on your way to

offline peace.
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“d uring one decade the computer moved
from being a culturally invisible technology
to being the new engine of culture”
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— Lev Manovich
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