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aren't evil.

Not on purpose. anyway

edented scale

When we talk about machines betng
malevolent, computers betng cruel, or
algonthms being evil, we are really
saying: Look what we taught the
machines to do

Follow us

Algorithms of Late-Capitalism

Machines aren’t malevolent. Computers aren’t cruel. Algorithins

When we talk about technology being biased, soctally corrosive, or
downright exploitative, we are actually talking about what the humans
behind the tech programmed it to do. Be it through naive techno-posi-
tivism, Silicon Valley hubris, corporate greed, or all of the above. The
problem, of course, is that technology is always a force multiplier.
When we make machine learning software that categorizes people
based on available cultural data, we get anti-Semitic Facebook algo-
rithms, racist search engines. or corporations using behavioural
marketing to sway public opinton about global warmtng on an unprec-

CtrlZ.Al

algorithmseoflatccapitalism. tumblr.com
www.instagram.com/algorithms_of_late_capitalism/
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Thus 1ssue of the Algonthms
of Late-Capitalism zine was
co=crealed as part of the C/
run -~ Co-designing .ﬂ
Alporithims_ol_late_Capital-
s zine” workshop held at
the CurlZ Al zine Lnr

Rureelony. Spaw on 30
January 2020
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“The longer a system has been
running, the greater the number
of programmers who have worked

on it, the less any one person
understands it.”

— Ellen Ullman
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“35 the digital increasingly structures the

contemporary world, curiously, it also

withdraws; it becomes harder and harder for

us to tocus upon, as it becomes embedded,

hidden, offshored, or merely forgotren
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“human decisions are now being
made on the basis of apparatus deci-

sions”

— Vilém Flusser
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