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Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible

RENDERING THE BODY/IES
OF Al VislBLE

How much water is used to keep the ChatGPT servers cool? Whose
invisible work allows self-driving cars to identify someone running across
the road? Where are all our emails actually stored (and at what cost)?

The zine-making workshop Rendering the Body/ies of Al Visible was
facilitated by internet teapot (Karla Zavala Barreda and Adriaan Odendaal)
and developed in collaboration with Anja Lomparski as part of the workshop
series Learning about Machines within the research project ComeArts on
Postdigital Arts Education at Karlsruhe University of Education. The workshop
brought together participants to collaboratively create this zine by critically
reflecting on and creatively exploring the hidden and often-ignored material
and social construction of Al technologies.

Inside the following pages, you will glimpse the hidden labour that powers
so-called intelligent technologies; navigate a map of the vast network of
geological resources that power Al systems; encounter speculative futures
that re-imagine data infrastructure in symbiosis with nature; and much more!

An interactive pop-up zine

advantage of the materiality of zines as printed media to reflect on the
often-ignored materiality of Al technologies.

In this digital version of the zine, you can experience some of the pop-
up components on the interactive, clickable PDF pages.

If you want to assemble the paper pop-up zine, you can find the print
file here:
algorithmsoflatecapitalism.tumblr.com/zines#aibodies

This Rendering the Body/ies of Al Visible workshop took place at Karlsruhe University of Education
on May 15, 2025 in Karlsruhe, Germany.

Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible

This zine was designed as an interactive pop-up book that takes full Q/)



https://www.ph-karlsruhe.de/projekte/comearts
https://algorithmsoflatecapitalism.tumblr.com/zines#aibodies

DRAW WIRATEVER YOU
THINK AN “Al BOBY" COULD
BlE




SOUIR

The idea of ‘autonomy’ often attributed to Al-powered
technologies conceals the active human labour that takes place

backstage in order to make these technologies appear ‘intelligent’.

Even the ‘'smartest’ Al technologies often rely on human workers
to provide ongoing course correction, learning system guidance,
edge-case handling, manual moderation, data labelling, and much
more to make them work.

What is the hidden human labour that goes into making Al
appear autonomous and smart? How can we lift the curtain on
the backstage of everyday Al technology?
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POWER

Have you noticed that news stories and marketing material about
Artificial Intelligence are typically illustrated with cliché and
misleading images? Why is that? What are they selling with these
images and ideas? What kind of myths are they generating and
how are these myths hiding the real body of Al?

When we start unpacking the media myths about Al, we can start
to better understand how they actually function in society, what
their impacts are, and to whose benefit they do work in the world.

This awareness can also help us create imaginative and
speculative proposals that invert the hidden power-relations
they enforce and thus rethink the role Al plays in our lives and
society at large.
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R
STRUGTURE

Al tools may seem purely virtual, living inside your phone or
browser and supported by cloud-based computing processes.
These cloud-based data centres that power Al-driven software and
services seem ‘invisible’ because they are often hidden away from
public access and view. But they are there when you start looking
for them — drawing on vast amounts of local resources to power
and cool their servers.

Al tools depend on a vast distributed network of physical
infrastructures—servers, computer chips, copper wires, fibre optic
cables, data storage centres, and more.

How difficult is it to spot hidden Al infrastructure in your
vicinity? Is there a data centre near you doing cloud-based
computation for your favourite Al chatbot?
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ResUURCES

Al technologies often run on microchips made up of silicon,
copper, gold, tin, cobalt, and rare-earth elements like dysprosium.
But when we use Google services, or tools like ChatGPT, we rarely
think of the different places the minerals used to run these services
come from.

Al has a body that stretches across multiple continents. Is it
possible to trace its invisible journey?

Once these minerals are processed into computer components —
gold connectors on silicon circuits, copper wires, nickel transistors,
steel or aluminium server cases — they need to be constantly kept
cool while running energy-intensive computing processes. And the
cheapest way to keep them cools is through using water.

Though Al doesn’t have an organic body — it does get
extremely thirsty! How do we reconcile the use of our digital
Al tools with the vast amount of physical resources required to
make them run?




Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible



Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible



Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible



Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible Rendering the Body/ies of AI Visible






	Curtain_Open_L: 
	Curtain_Open_R: 
	Curtain_Closed_L: 
	Curtain_Closed_R: 
	Screen 2 - Down: 
	Screen 2 - Up: 
	Screen 1 - Up: 
	Screen 1 - Down: 
	Man - Down: 
	Alexa - Bottom: 
	Man - Bottom: 
	Man - Up: 
	Alexa - Up: 
	Bag R - Down: 
	Bag R - Up: 
	Bag L - Down: 
	Bag L - Up: 
	Scream 1: 
	Scream 2: 
	Block 2 - Bottom: 
	Block 1 - Bottom: 
	Block 3 - Bottom: 
	Block 2 - Top: 
	Block 3 - Top: 
	Block 1 - Top: 
	Block 4 - Bottom: 
	Block 5 - Bottom: 
	Block 6 - Bottom: 
	Block 4 - Top: 
	Block 5 - Top: 
	Block 6 - Top: 


