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Content

Immerse yourself in a garden 
of data.

A place where data is not 
immaterial bits aggregated 
and analyzed by automated 
systems, but rather nurtured 
and cared for as material and 
relational.

A place full of interesting 
flowers and fruits that make 
us think differently about how 
we interact with data, how we 
value data, both our own and 
that of others.

Historically, gardens have 
been privatized spaces seen 
more as elitist symbols of 
status. However, nowadays 
gardens come in many shapes 
and sizes, often serving as a 
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This issue of Algorithms of Late-Capitalism was created by 

internet teapot (Karla Zavala Barreda and Adriaan Odendaal) 

and the participants NoBias Doctoral School 2023 in Hanover.

The editorial was written by Kristen Scott, Miriam Fahimi, 

Ioanna Papageorgiou, and Mayra Russo. 

place for community-building 
and care.

As you walk through this 
garden, you can ask: How did 
this garden come to be and who 
is tending to it? What kind of 
data is planted here, and what 
fruits do they bear? What is 
my place here, and what kind 
of future can I envision for 
myself in this data garden?

In this issue of ALC, we invite 
the participants to envision 
a data garden that defies 
current data related practices 
with radical concepts such as 
care, minimalism, community as 
we rethink data and its uses 
outside of models of extraction 
and instrumentalism.
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P L A N T I N G 
T H E
S E E D S

Big Data relies on the automated gathering of 
massive amounts of information from various sources 
and pooling them into large data lakes. It’s all 
about aggregation and analysis at scale.

What would a different data infrastructure look 
like if we treated data like seeds planted in a 
garden? When gardening we select specific seeds 
for a reason, carefully plant them, nurture them 
throughout their lifespan. Perhaps we are planting 
seeds to produce sustenance for ourselves or our 
communities? Or perhaps they are flowers that 
beautify the neighborhood and provide nectar for 
bees?
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G R O W 
T H E
G A R D E N

Growing a garden takes time, patience, and care. It 
can be therapeutic when done by yourself. It can be 
a source of community-building when done together. 
It can be a way to teach, learn, or pass down 
generational knowledge. It’s often more than just 
about the plants and produce.  
 
On the other hand, data-driven technologies are all 
too often about efficiency, speed, accuracy, and 
end-results. It’s about optimizing for profit.  
 
How can we rethink our data and digital technologies 
(and our relationship to them) in terms of gardening 
instead?
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T O O L S
T O 
T E N D

Big industrialized farming is very different from 
growing a garden. Instead of the large mechanical 
machines and automated irrigation systems of 
industrial farming, we use our hands, small shears, 
and perhaps a trowel, to tend to our gardens. The 
relationship is more tactile and intimate. 

If we think about the infrastructures, tools, and 
systems used to generate, analyze, and use Big Data, 
what kind of different tools would a data garden 
inspire and require?
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H A R V E S T I N G

Big Data encompasses automated harvesting of 
massive amounts of information from various sources 
and pooling it into large data lakes. It’s about 
aggregation and analysis at scale as a way to create 
profit.  
 
But making a garden is rarely about scale & profit. 
Perhaps you are simply growing some produce for 
yourself, or a local farmer’s market. Or your flower 
garden is meant as a space of reflection and rest 
- which is also a way of harvesting the labor of 
gardening. If we think of community gardens as a 
political space where citizenship and collaborative 
governance is fostered, what do we harvest then?  
 
How can we rethink how we gather data, and how we 
measure the value or usefulness of data, in terms of 
gardening?
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