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PREFACE

‘ The June, 2024 Issue of el
endless support and hard

academic jourmal belore

our journal hos been published, We are grateful to -::lurI e d quality
Work for which this has been possible. Our motto to creatc and placea b

‘ 4 L * earch
Papens and arieles i« ”lll! Soctely s once more before you, Also our goal lo publish hlghnf,l u:::gsfin this
reSpect 10 achiove o, on the way. We have successfully tried our level best withoul any cuwgﬂd Lhich is 2
areat achiever our goal. Our journal has been appreciated and recognized all over the Hced one
5 Lonerement to us, We hope we shall be carrying our responsibility in future. We have pla

N o A TAS 1 1 wt s ‘ .
ﬁﬁ?‘ F“‘m“h.'l painting of renowned artist Basudey Mondal on the cover page of the journal as usual. Th
¢ of'the painting is ‘Hypnotic Ground",

Mal _BﬂSlldt's* Mondal is Assistant Professor & H.0.D, Bengali at Dr. B. R. Amticdkar _Salabarsrh:}l:;
ahavidyalaya, Helencha, W.B. Apart from his teaching profession he is a renowned artist. He is one 0 o
members of the board of associate editors of our journal. He has achicved various awards and honours In the

field of art and painting. Some of the achievements are mentioned here:

Awards:

l. Triple Champion Medalist, Calcutta University.

- Honour and Felicitation from Kolkata Theatre for Human Development at Rabindra Sadan Kolkata.
- Bina Pani Samman from Barasat Suti Sanskriti Sanstha, 24 Pgs(N).

. Honour and Felicitation from Bongaon Charukala Parsad, 24 Pgs(N).

- Honour and Felicitation from Cultural Unit of Duttafulia, 24 Pgs(N).

- Honour from ‘DOUR’ Bengali Magazine, 24 Pgs(N).

- Honour from “‘NOUKA" Bengali Magazine at Bangla Academy, Kolkata.

- Honour from ‘BALMIKI’ Bengali Magazine at Bangla Academy, Kolkata.

9. Honour and Felicitation from ‘AMAR EKUSHE’ Bengali Magazine, 24 Pgs(N).
10. Honour and Felicitation from ‘EKATA SANGHA’ 24 Pgs(N).

11. West Bengal Govt. CRIRA O YUBAKALYAN BIVAG Award (2").

12. Certificate of Proficiency (1) C. R. Roy Memoria! Art Contest.

CO 1] O Wb L W I

Solo Exhibition;

1. 2012 AJANTA ART GALLERY, Kolkata-124.
2.2009 EKATA SANGHA, Mandapghata, 24 Pgs(N).
3. 2007 Barasat Suti Sanskriti Samsad, 24 Pgs(N).

Invited Exhibition:

1. 2012 All India Annual Paintings Exhibition, Ajanta Art Gallery, Kolkata-700124.
2.2011 Boi Mela Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

3. 2010 Charukala Prasad, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N).

4. 2010 Book Fair Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

5. 2009 Book Fair Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

6. 2009 Charukala Parsad, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N).

Group Exhibition:

1. 2012 All India Annual Painting Exhibition, Ajanta Art Gallery, Kolkata-700124.
2.2011 Japan, Tokyo-CHUWA GALLERY, Tokyo-104-0061 Japan.

3.2011 Birla Academy of Art and Culture.

4. 2011 Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata.

5.2011 Kala Mela Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata.

IX
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(fort is to present 2 good quality journal before the society as a whole ang belor ‘
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Our \
ity in particular.
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Thank you.
Dr. Barin Kumar Roy,
Editor-in-Chicf, 1JIRD.
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M UAINEY N B EﬁR
REVISIVING GHARE B1RE: GupER DYNAMICS AND POV

RELATIONS IN THE PLAY

Kuusnmbl 'aten
Assistast Professor of English
Kultall Dr 3 R Ambedkar College
(Under University of Calcuttn)
Vill: 11 No Jalaberin, PO: Jamtalu, 24 Parganns (S):743338

Emnil: patrakausambit@ hotmail .com

Abstract: . cof I
“Ghare Buire™ is a very Sascinating piece of literature written by Rabindranath Tffgi;f‘; ;}i‘; I
nwenticth-century India during the freedom struggle. The nuanced text is replete with seb ;.}'ﬂ iy
is relevant even now and can be read and interpreted In the present time as n:eﬂ. In f‘L § émf m' e
exploration iy attempted of the role of gender in the workings of the novel and ils conirion o of fhe
rclations of power and its various implications, The characters, plotlines and the ;:'rugr *-:} Ayl
novel are all intricately and tightly connected, It invites a very close and engaged reading of -

Keywords : Rabindranath, cender, exploration,power

(Paper published on 1% June, 2024.)

"Ghare Baire" is a renowned novel written by Nobel laureate Rabindrﬂ_nath 'I_'HED[I_' *13 in
Bengali. It was first published in 1916 and later adapted into various forms, including LIS
amd stage productions. "Ghare Baire," which translates to "The Home and the World mll |
English, explores complex themes such as love, nationalism, and the §1ruggle for PETS'IJM
and political identity. Set in early 20th-century Bengal, the novel dclves 1nto l!li.': Ilj.’cs of three
central characters—Bimala, Nikhilesk, and Sandip. Bimala, the prol?gumst, 1S a yuung]
woman torn between her traditional upbringing and the allure of the outside x_vur_ld. The nove
follows her journey as she navigates her relationships with her husband, lehll?ﬂh, T’ld the
charismatic revolutionary leader, Sandip. Through their interactions and conflicts, "Ghare
Baire" delves into themes of gender dynamics, power relations, and the clash between
traditional and modern values.

Arpita Ghosh is a prominent Indian theatre director known for her ilmDV:Clli‘e:E and
thought-provoking productions. Born in Ko¥ata, West Bengal, Ghosh has {nﬂde significant
contributions to the theatre scene in India through her directorial venturcs. With a background
in acting, she has gamered acclaim for her nuanced understanding of .perfnnna.nces and
ability to bring out the essence of a text. Arpita Ghosh deeply appreciates Rabl_ndrana'lh
Tagore's work and oflen draws inspiration from his literary pieces. Through her dlrect_n‘nnl
approach, she explores the complexities of human relationships, societal norms, and political
ideologies.

Her interpretation of "Ghare Baire" explores gender dynamics and power relations
within the play. Ghosh's directorial choices, such as staging, performance techmques, and
visual aesthetics, contribute to a unique and engaging theatrical experience. Arpta Ghosh's
directorial work extends beyond "Ghare Baire," she has directed several other acclaimed
plays, establishing herself as a respected figure in the Indian theatre commanity.

The central theme of gender dynamics and power relations is a pervasive and thought-
provoking subject that permeates numerous literary works, including theatre. Within the
context of "Ghare Baire" and other related plays, this theme explores the intricate interplay
between gender roles, societal expectations, and power dynamics. Gender dynamics refer to

1
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' e expectations placed
. | ribution, and .
how gender influences socin! interctions, power dl-“-(l]n e other hand, power relations

upon Individuals based on thelr pencer hjmmlu"hﬂm::nmr: within relationships and societal
encompass the dynamics of nuthority, control, and I al, cconomic, political, and

. . ‘ ing socl '
structures. Power can manifest in various forms, 1"ﬂ|_U‘lJn ihu 1olds power, how power is
emotional power. Exploring powcr relations delves In

imbs »s, Analysing gender
: imbalances. Analy
exercised or challenged, and (he conscquences ol 'p(-lwi:}w foce cloments interseet and
dynamics and power relations in theatre, onc cxamines

. S insights into the distribution
' haracters and their relationships oflers INsl& it q
interact. The portrayal of characters ocictal norms, traditions, an

- . res how S -
and negotiation of power based on gender. It exple ilable to individuals based on

' v itics avi ) )
expectations shape power dynamics and the nPP“““"“‘.dES . platform to question societal
gender. By interrogating these themes, the theatre provi

: (ential for transformation
norms, challenge power imbalances, and prompt reflection on the PO
uality. . .
and equality < "Ghare Baire" production is the dinner

oc | ' osh' :
One of the notable scenes in Arpiia Gh o mansion, the scene brings together

] ‘terior of a colonial ' : '
r sequence. Set in the opulent interior | e il pathering and
ﬁ?:?m:ul characters—Bimala, Nikhilesh, and Sandip— for an evenl g

. er dynamics and power
conversation. This scenc encapsulates “'F ern:nh_: “F:b ?12 lgz?sd The}]avish setting of the
relations that permeate the play, offering rich m:{ter'i:il smt'hz.; UI}.;*UIE.HCE nd mrivilege of the

, : ; signiie _ . aReie s
.t party, complete with elaborate dccor, SIE le highlighting he
::Ill::ll::j';lfrs iivulvci The visual aesthelics convey a Sens¢ of g"ﬂ“d‘:}ir_ “;:;ﬁculgunri]st ﬂgf the
stark contrast between the luxurious interior and the e:fternal 50C10 pr S alance and the
time. Through the set design, Ghosh underscores the inherent powe

i ioni ietal struggles.
disconnect between the privileged elite and the more significant socl ge

Paying attention to the actors’ body Ianguage_and phymlcalH::;l:m;ﬁi:;Lﬂnt:i]neﬁ;cpli;t:
' ures, and their facial expressions ollers CIHES _ _

;?lil:n%siicness. For instance, Sandip, the c]1an§matlc revnlutunn;:t'yihcellssgl:l}erstisggnlg} il}:_;:;llz
language, using expansive gestures and occupying more space. mnméimd .
exhibits a more reserved demeanour, rcﬂectmg_her position as 2 wumz;]n o y
societal norms. The dialogues exchanged dunﬁng the dinner party s mwer’u power
dynamics. Ghosh's direction and the actors' delivery HCC?HIU?tE the characters’ asserting
dominance and challenging socictal norms. The conversations content, tone, and nuunf:;?:s
reveal the characters' power struggles and ideological ::lalshe§. Eur |1:1513n+_c¢?, Sandip's
persuasive rhetoric and charisma influence the other guests, highlighting his ability to sway
opinions and assert authority.

Delving into the subtext and symbolism within the dinner party scene uncovers deeper
layers of meaning. Symbolic elements, such as the food, attire, or nbjﬂctg present m*thc scene,
carry metaphorical significance, reflecting the characters' desires, conflicts, or societal r_ul_r:s.
Subtle gestures or exchanges of glances convey unspoken tensions or alliances, providing

insight into hidden power dynamics and interpersonal relationships. The tacit interactions
between Sandip and Bimala are ominous and set the tone for the future.

The sound design and musical accompaniment during the dinner party scene are vital
in setting the mood and enhancing the thematic elements. The choices made by Ghosh In
lerms of music genre, tempo, and volume reveal the emotional undertones and amplify the

power dynamics between characters. The patriotic and revolutionary songs heighten the
{ension and idcological clashes during the scene.
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In Arpita Ghosh's production of "Ghare Baire," the portrayal of male and female characters
oflers a rich terrain for exploring gender dynamics and power relations. Through their distinct
personalitics, actions, nnd interactions, the characters in the play reflect and challenge
socictal norms and expectations surrounding gender roles, Bimala, (he central female
character, embodies women's complexities and conflicts in a patriarchal socicty, Initially, she
conforms 1o traditional gender roles as o dutiful wife, However, as the play progresses
Bimala transforms, questioning and challenging societal expectations, Her increasing ugcnc_v,;
and desire lor personnl freedom signify o departure from  traditional gender norms
positioning her as a catalyst for change. In the play, Nikhilesh, Bimala's husband, '
more progressive male character. e respeets Bimala and v
dominant male figure. Nikhilesh's support for Bimala's education and cngagement with the
outside world challenges the traditional gender roles of a husband and underscores his belief
in cquality. However, his adherence to intellectual ideals sometimes blurs the

dynamics within their relationship. The play clTectively brings it to the fi orefront, Sand; p, the
charismatic revolutionary Icader, embodies a more traditional and assertive masculinity. He
exerts power through his rhetoric, persuasive charm, and revolutionary ideologies, Sandip's
character serves as a foil to Nikhilesh, representing a contrasting vision of masculinity that

aligns with the socictal expectations of dominance and authority. His influence over Bimala

highlights the vulnerability of women to charismatic figures and the complexities of power
dynamics.

represents a
alues her opinions, contrasting the

power

The portrayal of supporting male and female characters further contributes to
exploring gender dynamics. The contrasting male characters, s

landlord or the revolutionary followers, highlight different perspectives on masculinity and its
relationship with power. The female characters, including Bimala's maid, offer glimpses into

women's challenges from various social backgrounds, reflecting the pervasive nature of
gendered power dynamics. Nikhilesh’s sisters-in-law have lost their agency and vitality with
their husbands’ deaths. They are surprised at Nikhilesh not continuing the male

tradition of alcohol abuse. Nikhilesh breaks tradition to die for different causes. The play

prompts viewers to reflect on the impact of gendered power imbalances, the possibilities for
resistance and agency, and the potential for transformation and equality.

uch as the conservative

family

The power dynamics within relationships significantly shape the characters'
interactions and the overall narrative. The power dynamics offers insights into the
complexities of gender roles, societal expectations, and the struggle for power and agency.
Imtially, a power imbalance cxists in Bimala and. Nikhilesh's marriage, with Nikhilesh
holding more authority due to societal expectations. However, as the play progresses, Bimala
starts questioning and challenging this power imbalance, asserting her agency and seeking
personal freedom. Similarly, the relationship between Bimala and Sandip is characlerised by
a power imbalance, with Sandip exerting influence over Bimala through his charisma and

revolutionary ideals. Bimala's vulnerability and longing for freedom make her susceptible to
Sandip's power, blurring the lines of consent and agency.

Sandip's ¢
intellectua
ideologica

narismatic and assertive personality challenges Nikhilesh's more moderate and

approach. There is a power struggle between them as they represent different
perspectives, with Sandip attempting to influence Nikhilesh and gain support for
the revolutionary cause. In Bimala and Sandip's relationship, power dynamics are at play as
Sandip uses his revolutionary ideals and persuasive charm to gain influence over Bimala's

thoughts and actions. Bimala's internal conflict and desire for agency create tension within
this power dynamic.
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The power dynamies between the wenlthy Iumllurtliuml llllu H‘L'r;.;H:II‘H lli;:lr,lhlig!n class-bageq
power imbalanees, The landlord holds authority nnd L“”.""” ”':"-I" 1 Sacinlly disen|; ranchise
servants, reinforcing soeinl hicrarchies nnd the flppl:uhlﬁ.lll-ll ||(} mr-.:ll;l m.auchlrulnlmnshi .
Throughout the play, gendered power 1In|1hu|nnuu:: 1I|r:: }L-I'“-‘;hl- , Wi '1'111:1‘ l)’l?lf-:nl_ly holdin.
more power atd ngeney than women. Ihis relleets I.“f T:u.u. { n:::rn:h um | 'L-"irl"-clulmns of the
time and rises questions nbou lliu“:ill‘"BH"'-‘H l““f'“‘ T'); “’f“’l‘l’”_ i I ‘[ emselves gpg
chullmge these |mwur llynnmll.:s.. Ghare e ‘L.":p ﬂrf.h 1C lCUIHELquLnC{:E. of POwWer
imbalances, the potentinl for resistance nnd Irull%l'nnnu'lm?. Innf 10w power dynapmicg
intersect with larger social and |m.I|-uu:ul contexts. Fhrough exp :Jflnlg pITWf:r dypnmlcs, the
production prompls viewers to critically examine the intricacies ol relationships apg the

power structures that shape them,

nges traditional gender roles and socictal expectations by portraying
Bimala, the central femalc character, transforms the play
¥

chalenging traditional gender roles and expucml‘iuns. Initially pnrlruycfl as a dutiful wife
confined to the domestic sphere, Bimala questions her role and desires a more active
engagement with the outside world. Her pursui of education, engagement in intellectyy|
discussions. and eventual involvement in political activitics clhallcngc the traditional notion of
women's roles solely confined to the home. Thn? play I}lghh:gh_ts the importance of persong|
in challenging gender roles and expectations. Bimala's increasing agency and pursyj

edom catalyse change as she asserts herself against socictal constraints. Her
rdless of their gender, can challenge and rede(ine

The play challe
its characters and their journcys.

agency
of personal [re > C
actions demonstrate that individuals, rega

their roles within society.

"Ghare Baire" critiques patriarchal authority | by presenting mnllcl characters
representing different approaches to power. While Nikhilesh Fhallenges traditional gender
norms by treating Bimala as an equal partner, Sandip embodies a more conventional and
dominant form of masculinity. The play explores the emotional freedom and agency that
individuals, particularly women, strive for in a society that often confines them to predefined
roles. Bimala's emotional jourmey and her search for fulfilment go beyond societal
expectations and highlight the need for individuals to embrace their desires and emotions,

breaking free from prescribed gender roles.

"Ghare Baire" recognises the intersectionality of gender and class, shedding light on
the additional challenges women from lower socio-economic backgrounds face. The play
shows how the limilations imposed by class intersect with gender expectations, further
emphasising the need to challenge multiple layers of societal norms and expectations. The
play challenges gender roles and expectations, encouraging viewers to critically reflect on
and question the socictal norms that shape individuals' lives. By highlighting the
transformative power of agency, emotional freedom, and the critique of patriarchal authority,
the play inspires a re-cvaiuation of gender dynamics and societal expectations, ultimately
calling for a more inclusive and egalitarian society.

In the play, Arpita Ghosh delves into the intricate intersections between power
relations, gender, and societal norms. The play sheds light on the patriarchal power structures
that permeate society, where men hold greater power and agency than women. These power
structures reizforce gender norms and expectations, placing women in subordinate positions.
By highlighting the influence of patriarchal power, the play prompts viewers to revisit how
gcnd.r.:n:d power dynamics operate within societal norms. "Ghare Baire" explores the power
relutmnls l-ntr:rsr:cti_ng with the economic class, revealing the complex dynamics that emerge
[rom this intersection. The characters' social and economic positions influence their access to
power and how much they can challenge or conform to societal norms. The play invites

4
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viewers to refleet on how economic privilege or disadvantage intersects with gender to shape

individuals' opportunities and limitations,

The intersection of gender and politics is a central theme in the play. The characters'
involvement in political activism provides a platform for exploring how power dynamics
jnterseet with gender, highlighting the complexities of navigating gender roles within the
context of' more significant social and political movements. "Ghare Baire" reveals that
individuals navigate power relations and socictal norms through acts of resistance and
subversion. Characters like Bimala challenge the established power dynamics by asserling
their agency and delying gendered expectations, These acts of resistance disrupt traditional
power structures, offering glimpses of alterative narratives and possibilitics for change.

The play emphasises the performative nature of gender and power, underscoring the
socictal norms that shape individuals' behaviour and presentation, Characters conform to and
deviate from socictal expectations, using performance to negotiate power relations. The
intersection of power relations, gender, and societal norms profoundly Impacts personal
relationships within the play. Power dynamics shape the interactions and dynamics between
characters, influencing their choices, desires, and vulnerabilities. By examining these

dynamics, the play ifjuminates how power relations intersect with gender to shape the
complexities of personal relationships.

By examining these intersections, "Ghare Baire" offers a nuanced portrayal of how
power relations intersect with pender and societal norms. It challenges viewers to reflect on
the multifaceted nature of power critically, the impact of gendered power dynamics, and how
societal norms uphold and can be subverted. By exploring these intersections, the play
encourages a decper understanding of the complexities of power, gender, and socictal

expeclations, fostering dialogue and reflection on the need for more equitable and inclusive
socielies.
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Abstract

‘Muscular nationalism’, in context to the Indian political scenario often assumes that ‘muscular’
resembles only masculinity or male power. This article will scrutinise the trend of ‘muscular
nationalism’ and its relation with 'Hindutva’ by contextualizing the notion in the literary background
of the Classical Aryan period. The Kurukshetra War of Mahabharata, fought to establish the rightful
heir to the throne celebrates the concept of Nationalism. The Kings and warriors fighting for the
nation's cause were males. This gives rise and sustenance to the idea that ‘manhood’ plays a key role
in building nations and protecting ‘own’ land from enemy hands. This paper intends to locate the role
of sexual minorities (‘Others') within the concept of ‘Muscular Nationalism’ concerning Brihannala, a

transgender from Mahabharata. This study will examine the acceptance of queers in Hindu nationalist

projects and interrogate how muscular nationalism is being challenged by Homonationalism or Queer
nationalism.

Key Words: Muscular Nationalism, Others /Third Gender. Manhood, Homonationalism/ Oueer
Nationalism, Hindutva

(Paper published on 1%t June, 2024.)

1. Introduction: Muscular Nationalism and Hindutva

An emerging and popular trend in India's recent political scenario is undoubtedly
‘muscular nationalism’. ‘Muscular nationalism’, a term coined by the political scientist Sikata
Banerjee interrogates and challenges the notion that ‘muscular’ has only to do with
masculinity or male power. Nationalism seeks to preserve the honour and pride of the Nation,
its culture, and also, its women from foreign invaders (‘other’/enemy) almost always through
the violence of warfare. And therefore, the image of an aggressive male warrior decked up
with arms and ammunition is engendered through epics, legends, mythologies, stories, and
histories. The image exhibits ‘muscle power’, ‘muscular strength’, and aggression, often used
as synonyms with ‘male’, ‘masculinity’, and ‘manliness’ in masculinist narratives.
Nationalism has been closely associated with ‘muscular’ power and Hindutva since the days
of the Classical Aryan period when India was the land of Hindus only. Hindu nationalism
was promoled in the long struggles with Muslim invaders. It was only after the British
invasion, that Hindus and Muslims fought together against British imperialism.The Indian
epics Mahabharata and Ramayana are not merely manifestations of ‘bhakti’ among Hindus
where Krishna and Rama are incamnations of Lord Vishnu (Hindu God) and therefore
presented with loving devotion, but also play a critical role in shaping and characterising
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Windu tradition of *Muscular Natlonallsm'. Doth epies cclebrate nationalism in which mep

are involved in wars that Intend to liberate women from the hands ul'v:n_:mics (rescuce of $ijg
In Ramayuna) or 10 retrieve the rights (o the throne or kingdom (establish Dharma Rajya by
Yudhisthie in Mahabharara) and thereby play significant nfh:ﬁ. Sikqm Bancrjee pointed oyt
that in present India “social organizations like Vishwa [findu Parishad [b_’l”l], Rashiriya
Swayamevak Sangha (RSS) and political partics like Shiv-.‘?cn;i und Bharatiya Janata Pany

(1UP), all represent some aspects of militant Hindu nnlinn.nhs.m [ﬂﬂﬂﬂfjﬂﬂ_zﬂﬂllﬁﬂ). This
paper Will examine the role of Drihannala, a (ransgender in Mahabharata in the context of
this Hindu trend of *muscular nationalism®, This paper inl::ml_ﬂ I+E' locate the role of sexyy|
minorities (‘Others') or those outside the male-female binary within the concept of *‘Muscy|ar
Nationalism® regardinglrihannala from the Indian cpic ,lfm‘mh‘mrnn:} bﬂsmf, on the retelling
of Devdunt Pattanaik's story Arjuna, who was temporarily casirated for showing restraiy

(Pautanaik 2014,109-116).

2. Muscular Nationalism and Femonationlism

Muscular nationalism has been vividly challenged by _r“mﬂ"u“qnﬂl‘lsm' A concept of
Sara R. Farris, advocating the active participation of females in lh.c nation’s political issucs,
Sikata Banerjee used the term muscular nationalism to probe l|'.];1[ mltscu[ﬂr 15 not confined
or restricted to males only. Women can display cqual H?DTHI 'Fnrulludc, martial prowess, and an
cagemess (o defend their nation. According to her "nallfm_al*lsm is gendered...(as) it draws on
socially constructed ideas of masculinity and femininity to shape female and male

panticipation in nation building” (Bancrjce 2003,168).

3. Muscular Nationalism and Ho monationalism

Not only are females' roles in nation-building ﬂd'-":‘.lﬂﬂlﬂd,*blll' those WI‘ED do not fall
within the male-femalc binary also play a significant part in a nation's .well-bemg. They are
labelled as ‘others’ by people who assume themselves (o be nﬂm]al, sirmghl,'nr regular. They
are ofien seen as threats to socicty and hence kept outside the fringes of sn::u:ty. Hence, they
are kept outside the academic domain surpassing lhﬁcir roles in the puuun 5 1.1.:elfaru, ‘f.“"l"-
While examining the US stance in the national project to fight against terrorism, Jashir K.
Puar observes a dichotomic approach towards the ‘scxual exceptional’. Loaning the (erm
‘homonationalism' from the American social theorist Michacl Wamer who motivated the
‘others’ to actively panticipate in national causes, Puar discerned lhlm‘. despite certain inclusion
of homosexualsubjects in national projects, often these queer bodies are viewed as (errorists
out of homophobia. Incorporating certain ‘perverse bodics’ in national projects is an astute
way of displaying modemity and at the same time cstablishing heterosexuality as a norm.

Puar in Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times(2018) attempted to
showease the increasing inclusion of sexual ‘others’ despite the repealed resistance of
heteronormativity in state afTairs and policies ol the nation and national projects.

4, Transgender / Queer

The transgenders fall in the category of sexual others and are referred to as ‘others’ or
'queers’ along with the hijras, cunuchs, homosexuals, and gays. A transgender explicitly
identifics onesclf as male or female but, not the identity or gender expression to which that
had been assigned by birth. A female-born individual who identifies and lives as male is
known as a ‘transman’ or ‘FTM’ (as in the case of Shikhandi). Similarly, in the case where a
male-born individual closely resembles a woman by behaviour and dress is a ‘transwoman’
or ‘MTF' (for instance Arjun/Brihannala). These individuals face many sorts of social torture.
Olten, they are forced to leave their families and live on the fringes of society. In India, the
presence of these identities (castrated or trans) and their experiences (sexually deviant) “come

8
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which celebryte
wselar power) that seeks o komogenlze these [dentities within more puritanicy| nullijrululs‘
anici on o

cultvre™ (Nurewin F45). These tdentitles (queer) “teaditionally existed und eongin, 10 exist |
the contemporary context™ (Norrain 145). "The close examination ol |]rii1'1nn'l;: {lj| e
Indian eple Mahabharate Wil establish (he point that rather than being UU[I;'IHI:dIl rf] " e
(o the Nation, such ‘perverse bodies' ure cupuble of resisting cnemies t:rl'lht.:‘nalil:n;[:r Hgl.ll::}:“
' I g

for the cause of thelr country and being o part of national projects and thereby promote (1
notion ol homonatiozalism/queer nationalism, Ole the

"llu-l"

S. Presence of Transgender in Indian culture

[ough not vividly accepted or appreciated in society during British rule and
long-time after independence, Indian culture accepted and celebrated queer pre ,“vcn.u
mythologics, religion, and architecture.“Hindu mythology makes constant rEIl{EIEan in
queerness” (Pattanaik 2014,12) and relerred to Lord Shiva as "Ardhanarisvarg’ Th”:es lo
relerences Lo a third type of sexual orientation in Kamasutra, which also ha'd 5cr[1: ar;
presentations on the walls of Khajuraho and visual presentations on the paintings of /{I plle
[fomosexual relations were acknowledged and advised to retain their sexual preference dml }?
ancient Indian medical science (Susruta). Pattanaik referred to the ‘tribhangi’ posture of }I: 51
Krishna, which resembled femineity and not the upright ‘manliness’, assigned by societ m;
men only. Much later, in the Moghal period dxring the ‘bhakti’ movement, Nimai Gnum}x; .
spread love and unity among the people by displaying his love and total surrender to i.u%?l
Krishna. He had been ofien equated with Radha, having the same ‘Radha-bhab' for
Krishna.Though there are no references to change of gender either by Lord Shiva or Krishna
or Nimai Gourango, such celebration of queer culture ceased to an end after the British
Govenmenthad shown complete adversity towards the third gender and same-sex
orientation, ruling them out of society and matters related to the nation. '

-

e e

6. Presence of Queers in Politics

With the verdict on 6" September 2018, an atilempt has been made by the Indian
government 1o legally accept the queer community and their activities as part of the Nation's
culture. However, two hundred years of dependence on British ideology had set the mindset
of Hindu nationalism that continues to sec the queers as threats to the Nation. The
effeminatenature in men iscondemned and the muscular physique of men is glorified. Hence,
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangha (RSS), a branch of Hindu Nationalism
emphasisesbuilding up of muscular healthy bodies of Indian youths to rule the nation. Times
of India on 12" July2022 reported more aggressive facial expressions of the Lions in the
Ashoka pillar when Prime Minister Narendra Damodar Modi unveiled the pillars on top of
the new parliament building. Sikata Banerjee pointed out how the present Hindu nationalists
in their projection have transformed the epic characler Rama of Ramayana from an amenable,
gentle, and complaint ruler to a more aggressive muscular person aiming the bow and arrow
at all “others’ (enemies) of the Nation. Thus, Hindu natioxalism tends to assign the term
‘queer’ “to all the designated Others of the nation” (Bacchetta 2019,378) and thereby
climinate all who do not conform to Hindu nationalist notion of Hinduism” (Bacchelta
2019,376). Also, since “certain domesticated homosexual bodies provide ammunition to
reinforce national projects” (Puar 2018,39), “in Hindu nationalist discourse and practice,
queer gender and sexualities have not been positioned exclusively on the ‘them’ side of
Hindu nationalism’s “us vs them’ binary” (Bacchetta 2019, 377).
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The case study of the transgender  character Brihannala I"rum ‘:flrul Parva of
¢ case elling of the same in Arjuna, whe

. nttanaik's re
\ahabharata and from Debdutt Pa : _ ] )
;'L‘mpm'nrfh' castrated for showing rostraint (Pattanaik  2014,109 116) will attempy (4

% PyeET! W h ¥ : . &
decipher the role of the outcasted or thosc u.ga@r:d u’:s llm,:::]tlsr tnplu ::- ?dﬂ;:::p[: in nationg
projects intended to fight for (he safety and well-being ol a cot y- thies their rg)q

‘ ‘ 2 e ueer nationalism,
in national projects as homonationalisi, It can also be termed g

7.2 The Curse

Though the original cpic docs nol narrate the pre-history of the reason for whic,

# )
Arun became Brihannala, diferent inlcrpulutm‘n.ﬁ. and Pg’ltllﬂllzlﬂ_lkcfinstng rcﬁ:r to an
incidentwhere Arjun is being cursed 1o lose his manhood. EJEb g n;as; S sexual
advances, Arjun infuriated the heavenly nymp!i who cursed Arjun to be a eunuch for the regy
ol his life. This. however with divine intervention was reduced to one year. The curse PEEﬂmc
‘ ’ for one year as per the mandate given by

a blessing for Arjun when he had to stay incognito ‘ _
= : But, Arjun’s declaration to lead that

' davas' defeat in the dice game,
Duryodhan after thePandava of neutral gender” (Rao 2015,8) and wear a

one year as “‘Napumsaka’ or sexless being or _
skirt and display the proverbial bangles that became 4 symbol of Emma_nlmes_s anci therr.:_l‘ ore
humiliation, shocked the Pandavas as a thunderbolt. They cnn{mt imagine Arjun, “who is like

n of the water bodies, Indra among Devtas...Lion

the Himalayas of Mountains, the great ocea ) .
of the animal kingdom and Garud Pakshi among the Kingdom of Sky Birds” (Rao 2015,7)

wearing a skirt and displaying plaited hair like a women’s braid and wearing typical women’s
picces of jewellery and act as a dance teacher. Surprisingly enough women were never cursed
(o be men or receive manhood. Shikhandini’s receiving of manhood to become Shikhandi to
ficht on the battlefield was a blessing to him and to Pandavas who used him as a pawn to

defeat Bhisma.

7.3 The Curse as Humiliation

Being castrated or losing manhood was viewed as extreme humiliation in society.
Even men who failed to act so-called manliness have often been referred to aseunuchs or
asked to wear bangles as females. To humiliate Bhisma, Sisupal called him a eunuch
referring to Bhisma’s vow to remain celibate. To instigate her complacent husbands,
especially Yudhisthir, who are not active against the enemies, Draupadi taunted them to live
like eunuchs. Even the great warrior Arjun was asked not to behave like a ‘Kliba’, “a non-
specific pejorative term referring to all things that are not manly, similar to the Hindi/Urdu
word ‘namard’”’ (Pattanaik 2014,115) when he hesitated to fight against the Kuru stalwarts.
Thus, possessing a phallus does not ascertain manlizess as Bhisma, Arjun, and “seemingly
stable categories (are) subverted, challenged and transgressed” (Custodi 2007,211) and
justifies Butler’s words “that man and masculine might just as easily signify a female body as
a male one” (Butler 1990,6).Manliness contributes to certain moral and physical attributes
that can be within a feminine fold or could be displayed and exhibited by eunuchs as welt.

7.4 The Test of Non-Manhood

Arjum’s being Brihannala differed from Bhima dressing like Draupadi to dupe
Kichaka to punish him because Bhima did not require any test to prove his feminine self. It
was just a cross-dressing to disguise himsel[ for a specific intention. Just being a transvestite
ora ‘drag queen’ would not allow Arjun to enter the women’s chambers and b: the princess’s
dance teacher, Arjun needed to pass the test of non-mandiness which is almost identical to the
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test of manliness Shikhandi had to go through by the courtesans sent by King Dasamna

(father-in-law), Such a test only u:auu‘rlui-ns rossessing the phallus and does not consider other
qualitics like moral rigour, manly fortitude, and strength, By making the phallus the sola
identifier of masculinity, individuals (females and third gender) not possessing such are being
treated as non-manly and given a subjugeted status, However, “Arjuna’s non-masculinity js

nonctheless firm enough for him to be allowed into (he princess’s quarters” (Custod;
2007.215).

7.5 Brihannalas's Role in Warlare

Arjun as Brihannala, might have been castrated for a

during this period had not ceased, as he confessed, “[ realized, though stripped of manhood. |
possessed the heart of a man™ (Pattanaik 2008, 248). Being castrated, Arjun would never I;c
devoid ol his knowledge of archery, ability 1o win battles, and retain his moral attributes of
remaining calm and dedicated to his elder brother. Thus, being a man and possessing the
phallus would not ensure victory on the battlefield. Yet still, people like Brihannalas’
participation in the battlefield are questioned. When Virat's kingdom was attacked from all
sides, all soldiers along with the four Pandavas were engaged in resisting the attack, Prince
Uttara was in charge of Virat’s palace and the female inmates. When the situation demanded
his participation in the battlefield, Brihannala was chosen to be Uttara’s charioteer with much
hesitation: “As there were no charioteers around, Brihannala offered to take up the reins of
the war chariot. This caused great mirth until the prince realised, he had no other option”
(Pattanaik 2014,112). Such amusement continued on the battlefield watching a masculine
figure with a feminine exterior with hair blowing and skirt fluttering in the wind running to
bring back the retreating Prince, who despite having the phallus feared to face the Kauravas
army. It was the transgender Brihannala who single-handedly defeated the Kauravas army
and transformed the amusement into awe. Strikingly, with the same knowledge of archery,
Anun who in his castrated self, defeated Kauravas including Karnawithout hesitation and
with much efficiency, hesitated to initiate the fight on the eve of the Kurukshetra war and had
to hide behind the transgender Shikhandi to defeat Bhisma. Arjun’s killing of the disarmed
Kama was rather unmanly than the eunuch self of Brihannala, Still, society/nation does not
accredit their contribution to the Nation. “Everyone wanted to believe that the Inexperienced

young prince had defeated the mighty Kauravas. It seemed more plausible than the idea that a
cunuch dancer would wield the bow” (Pattanaik 2014, 112).

year, but his manly desires

8. Conclusion

Transgenders like Brihannalas either amuse the onlookers through their dresses and
oddities of behaviour or pose a threat to the nation’s heteronormativity. But in moments of
national crisis, “some queers are better than others”, (Puar 2018, 48), and thus “there is room
for absorption and management ...temporally, historically and spatially specific- when
advantageous for the nation” (Puar 2018, 50).A. Dutta observed similar sort of approach
taken by the Indian political system where ‘queer and trans people can be “assimilable within
the Hindu fold” as long as they “emulate neoliberal, casteist, Islamophobic and nationalist
agendas of the Hindutva project”™ (Dutta 2023,16) (Upadhyay 2020,472). Brihannala was
accepted to be the charioteer as it was the last resort left for the Matsya prince. However,
Brihannala’s participation in the war can be seen as the forerunner of homonationalism that
challenges not only muscular nationalism but also Lacan’s ‘phallocentrism’.Mahabharata
which encompasses everything that is Indian in spirit and culture promoted transgenders’
vital roles in the nation’s welfare and political issues including active participation in warfare.
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Abstract

This paper entitled "Role of education in the lives of transgenders in India”looks at the lives
transgenders and analyses the role of education in bringing fulfilment in their lives. It address;brf {
Jollowing questions- Does education guarantee employment? Does education bring fulfilment? ;ju:
education bring acceptance to the lives of this marginalised group? The paper aims to throw .’}gm a.::
the lives of a few transwomen who are educated and pioneers in their Sields to answer the
aforementioned questions. The analysis of three lives is not enough to

_ ' make a universal Slatementbut it
definitely demarcates certain common areas. It dwells on

= . the essential questions of the humanity of
transgenders, as society is unwilling to ascribe them anything but their human status, In this context

the lives of Stdha, Esther and Grace (all from Tamil Nadu) bring out the sordid reality of families that
they belong to, institutions that discriminate against them, the Job market that allures them and the
unthinkable battles they have to fight for survival with their trans identity.

Key Words: iransgender, education, employment,_acceptance humanity.

(Paper published on 1*! June, 2024,)

1. Introduction:

My paper aims to amalyse how education impacts the life of transgexders. The term
‘transgender’ is not clearly understood, it is a blanket term for people whose gender identity,
behaviour and expression differ from the normative. The Constitution of India guarantees
‘education’ as a fundamental right to children from six to fourteen years. But when it comes
to children who exhibit alternative sexual behaviour it is their families that grow hostile and
they are either thrown out or run away or suffer emotional distress which naturally affects

their education. Melinda Mangin argues that “..., failure to recognize transgender people’s

identity exacerbates gender dysphoria and can lead to feelings of inadequacy, humiliation,
sclf-hatred, depression, and even self-harm.” (Mangin 17)

There are numerous examples of transgenders who are deprived of education and are
forced to live miserable lives. But there are also examples of those who have educated
themselves against all odds and are making immense contribution to improve the lives of
other transgenders. My paper focusses on their lives to foreground that mere education is not
sufficient to get a job nor is it enough to live. The categorization of transgenders has like all
other reservations made the marginalization deeper. Transgenders are human beings and need

all that any man or woman need as human beings, i.e. love, family, friends etc. without which
life holds no meaning.

Dr CK. Gariyali in the capacity of Chairperson of the Women’s Development
Corporation of Tamil Naduappointed two transwoman as casual office assistants when they
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ollowi Jdr sex correction surgery. Howeve
approached her in their misery following their sex correction surgery. ever, when
n by o man, these transwomen were driy,

Gariyaliwas transterred and her position was lake ‘
kil v o ioleranee of the men. Gariyali '
out of the oftfice by the brutalities and toxic intolerance ol llllll--dﬂ‘h'L discrli}::::l Femaineg
. Ty ITCLLG - f
ignorant of the whole aair for two years ond d‘-f-l’li’ regre L-nl it "éllﬂn and
Insensitive treatment meted out to these transwomen ina government OrEuitias N. She trieg
Transgenders i India Achievers and

o compensate by writing 0 book on their lives -

Survivors.This paper refers to some of the chronicles of l::nns:#nmm:] ducumcnl[_cd in her
I" § v T W

aforementioned bookto foreground the deep-seated discrimination and marginalization of

imnsgenders in Indian society.
2, Case Studies:

Formal education is required to cnable individuals to prepare themselves to live in g
civilized world and the job market. Children irrespective of their sexual orientation n‘eed their
familics, emotional support, fricnds and teachers to grow up well, live full lives apg
contribute to socicty. However, as puberty sets in hormones start their play, bemg understoo(
and getting the love and support of family and [riends bccqmes cxtremely important g
ascertain one's identity. When children are undergoing changes in the body and are coming to
terms with themselves, she ones who understand that their bodies are not corresponding to
their feelings undergo severe stress. There are cases where transgexders are tolally rejected
by their families, driven out or given support for education by families without any
acceptance of their sexuality. It has been seen that merely paying for education withoyt
acknowledgement of their true identity has also proved detrimental as the sense of isolation s
so strong that they are compelled to seek transgender friends and go away with them j.e,
discontinue their education. Man is not mere intellect, so dry nurturing of the mind without

the requisite emotional support cannot bring results.

2.1 Sudha

Sudha was born as Sudhakar Reddy in Andra Pradesh. Even as a five-year-old

Sudhakar identified himself with all things feminine and got the love and adoration of his
mother and grandmother as he mastered all the work, the women of the house did. But his
father who was a body builder and elder brother along with relatives, school mates and
teachers taunted and made fun of his feminine ways and choices. Sudhakar was good in his
studies and scored well in her 10™ standard despite the continuous taunting he received. At 15
when his classmates were sprouting beards and moustaches Sudhakar’s skin remained
smooth and he felt the full thrust of the woman inside of him. He felt attracted to these boys
and wanted to be as the girl around them, Sadly, he was also abused by some of the teachers

in junior college which impacted him negatively.

Sudhakar wanted to study B Pharma and got admission in Chennai Institute for a
Dental Technician Course. Admission in the course brought a decisive turn in his life as he
came across femininc men like him in the Marina beach in his occasional visits. To his
surprise they expressed themselves unashamedly and hung around cach other like girls.
Sudhakar was immediately attracted towards them and befriended them as they seemed to
address him as a girl. He was craving acceptance and started neglecting his studies to spend
time with them. His negligence was met with beatings by his uncle and he was thrust a job
ata Dental Clinic as technical assistant. However, he had found his tribe and kept his ties with
them on the sly.Now he started dressing up as a woman by borrowing his sister in law’s
sarees, growing his hair and nails. His desire to transform into a woman grew with every
compliment he received. Satish was altracled by her feminine charms and they entered into a
relationship. The pair along with other transgenders went on a trip to the Muttukadu
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backwaters where another group ol transgenders were nlso present and

_ L SRV X ; : onc among them
attrcted the attention ol Satish. “Torn by jenlousy, Sudhakar tried to commit suicide by
jumping into the waters, Te survived ns the waters were not deep but hurt his feet and had 10

be carricd back home iw Chennai, The Tamily was shocked and enrage

. S : d, his uncle again
resorted to beatings and he was put under strict vigilance for six months.

e was completely isolated and taken 1o a psychiatrist to alter his mannerisms but
luckily the doctor convineed the [amily that it was not possible to do 0. On (he contrary he
advised his family to ensure he completed his education so t

So, Sudhakar was sent back to the Dental Clinic to work, However, Sudhakar could not bear
the emotional barrenness and in 2004 he el home with all his educational certificates. He
was gladly taken by a transgender group who accepted him as “she” and she adopted their
ways. But tkey had no means of carning and indulged in sex work, Sudhakar now known as
Sudha said, *No, I want to go take up a job.” (Gariyali and Rajkumar 153) However her
educational qualifications and work experience proved futide as no one was willing to employ
her. Some offered money but refused a job as it would be unacceptable to the other staff.

Pushed to the edge she resorted 1o begging and then sex work. Somehow, she managed a part

time job at an NGO named Association for Rural Mass India and become acquainted with
social and community work.

1at he could make his own living,

She saved money to undergo a sex correction surgery in 2007in a private hospital in
Chennai. Her family arrived to stop the operation but she had all the papers in place from
psychiatrists and lawyers confirming her healthy state of mind. So, they could do nothing,
She entered into a new relationship with Sridhar who objected to her doing sex work but
wouldn’t support her financially either. This brought to the fore his irresponsible nature, still
Sudha stuck to him as he allowed her to continue with sex work at specific times of the day.

Now Sudha wanted to help others kke her. She started working with an NGO founded
by Dr Sunil Menon named Sahodaran (Brother) that extended help to the LGBTQ
community. Some years later she visited her village Nellore to see her father in his last days
along with Sridhar. Her father passed away but ske felt the ire of her family and the villagers
as they blamed her for his demise. However, she still had the support of her sister-in-law and
cousin sisters. Things changed when a news about the good work she was doing with her

partner was published in the local magazines, The same family that cursed her now took pride
in her.

Sudha now opened her own organization with the aid of Dr Sunil Menon named
Thozhi in 2010. “The NGO helps Transgenders dealing with hostile family and other issues
with legal advocacy and protection.” (Gariyaliand Rajkumar 155)Thozhi helped transgenders
in developing skills in tailoring, catering etc and training in computer or to develop one’s own
business. Her NGO also provided shelter to transgenders who had run away from home till
they became independert. Sudka is also working with other sections of society such as police,
lawyers, doctors to make the life of transgenders ecasier. She kas dedicated her life to the
service of her community and also taken up the responsibikity of her family after the sudden
death of her father. She advocates education for transgender children and appeals to parents
not to give up on them as, “The more understanding children receive the more children will
work on making themsclves educated and independent and will not fall into the sex trade and
other negative pitfalls faced by the transgender community.” (Gariyaliand Rajkumar 157) So,
insistence on acquiring educational qualification alone without understanding and support
[rom society is not enough to improve the lot of transgenders as is evinced from the case of

Subha,
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23 Esther:

Esther Bharati was bormn as a boy and had a trajectory similar t_u Sudha’s. At_lhe age of
seven she realised she was different. She was not comfortable showing her body in front of
boys just like girls. When her family noted her awkwardness, she was bealen up and abuseq.
She sailed through primary school but high school became difTicult as boys made fuP of her
and she could not play with them. They called her names and some t-eachcrs also ridiculed
her. Unable 1o handle the mistreatment she quit school in class 12. During the Pnng_ul festival
she came across three transgenders who came to dance in the temple and made frends wijip

them.,

She also wanted to undergo sex change like them and become a girl. Her parents
resorted to beatings when she made friends with the transgenders as it lowered lpeir social
status. She was refused admission in any school. She found peace in SPﬂ'}de- time in the
church led by a nurse who was their tenant. She was admitted in a school with the help of the
pastor. However, emotional distress affected her studies and she somehow managed to pass.
Desperate she bought hormone tablets suggested by her transgender friends, off the shelf and
started popping them without medical guidance. She developed breasts which only added to
her abuse and torture. She attempted suicide by popping pills but escaped death. Thjs
changed her mother’s attitude who dida’t want to lose her.

At twenty-two she lefi home and her parents made no attempt to stop her. She went to
a transgender friend in Chennai who begged on the streets for survival. She too tried to beg
but found it extremely difficult and disgraceful. Soon she got a job with an NGO run by Dr.
Manorama. Her work was to create awareness about HIV /AIDS and got Rs 2000 for it. She
undenwent sex change surgery in 2008 at a government hospital, free of cost.

Along this time, she met a pastor from ECI (Evangelic Church of India) who was
willing to sponsor her studies if she wanted to take up ministry work. She was admitted to the
Madras Theological Seminarian College at Kilpauk. A horrendous incident occurred on the
very first day on the way to her college but she was miraculously rescued and the collece
offered her room in the ladies’ hostel. A Korean sponsor paid for her boarding and education.
Her roommates initially afraid of her, cventually became friends and in this way, she
completed her bachelor’s degree in four years in Theology. Her family knew about her
whereabouls but when her brother visited her and saw her in a women’s guise he said, “don’t
attend my wedding, you will disgrace us.” (Gariyali and Rajkumar 105)

After the completion of her education, she was once again homeless and penniless.
She starved for ten days. Then she was luckily asked by a pastor to take up ministry in a
village in Tiruvannamalai called Kalasapakkam. This saved her and proved to be the stepping
stone for her career. After some months she became the pastor n Natrajpuram, a village in
Chinglepet District thereby becoming the first transgender pastor in any church.

Her position was opposed by some who also wrote in newspapers against her selection. ECI
extended support and her congregation extended love to her. She later completed her Masters
in Divinity and now lives happily doing God’s work. She works to bring change in the lives
of transgenders by bringing them in the mainstream by providing guidance, mentoring and
shelter when required. Her family has finally accepted her and she visited them after almost a
decade.

So, Esther like Sudha had her education but lack of acceptance of her sexuality
brought so many hurdles and so much suffering in her life. Nevertheless, it was their
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cducation, perseverance and selfless serviee that brought the much-needed hon -
prestige into their lives and neeeptance from their familics. our and

2.4 Grace:!

The story ol one Grace Banu, first Dalit transgender
tale of grit nmongst suflering and diserimination, Son of |

was 0 girl trapped in the body of o boy when her body started changing
puberty, “TFa man touched me, 1 1elt o different sensation than when d

boys it the sehool made fun ol me nnd harnssed me.” (Gariyali and Rajkumar 89) Whe
confided in her parents, they not only failed to understand her but put her in an as ]]Ln Sh?
they thought she was insane, She was put on sedatives and administered injucliunstti::?' CUITI o
her way of thinking. She says, “Even doctors in our country do not fully understand wh{;mct
undergo.” (Gariyali and Rajkumar 91) So, she strategically escaped the mindless (reatme t'sln:-:,
telling them that she had “become normal” (Gariyali and Rajkumar92) and would hep I} ﬁ
behave like any other boy. Back home she fled to some il

of her transgender friends i
‘ ‘ me sh _ S in
Tirunclvellr where they were busy with *Tirunelvelli Halwa.’ In this, transgenders found
{oster parents, Grace was adopted by one Afra Shina as a daughter. She expressed her urge to

study to her adopted mother and she readily supported her studies.

gineer in kndia i yet another

Wrmer parents Grace realised she

Ng at the onset of
girl touched me.The

She had dropped class 12 exams so she could only join Diploma in Computer Science
at the Kovilpatti Polytechnic. She had applied as a male candidate so getting admission was
not a problem. But trouble started when her diary fell imto the hands of some boys and her
sexual identity became known to all. The same old story of ridicule and harassment began but
she ignored everything to complete her studies and passed with 95% marks. She also cleared

her campus interview to secure the job of a software programmer in a jewellery company in
Chennai with accommodation,

Her body was showing visible changes as she had started taking hormones, so she
revealed the facts to the Managing Director of the Company. Though he gave her a patient
hearing, the very next day she was posted out of office and asked to report at the customer
support department which required a lot of travelling. Travelling added to her woes as she
faced a lot of stigma and discrimination practiced by society at large. She reported to her boss
of the uncivil treatment meted out to her when a manager tugged at her shirt to see what she
wore under it. She was asked to come back to Chennai but only after three days. With no
place to stay she went to live with a friend and accompanied her to a TV reality show where
she also spoke about her own problems and the workplace harassment she faced. The very

next day Grace was asked to resume work sans accommodation as the wife of the company’s
MD happened to watch the TV show and probably intervened on her behalf,

The company now gave her a loan to undergo sex correction surgery though she was
paid less than others and felt deeply discriminated. She continued with the job to pay off her
loan after her surgery. The urge to become an engineer remained but it required greater
struggle as many battles had to be won. She quit her job and organised a protest in front of
the Secretariat, went to see the then Chief Minister but nothing changed till Dr. J Jayalakithaa

became the Chief Minister. The government passed an order by which employment
exchanges would now register applications by transgenders,

Grace reapplied to Anna University but was denied admission and once again turned
towards the court for justice. By her good luck, by then the 2014 judgement of the Supreme
Court had come which facilitated her admission in Sri Krishna Engineecring Cnllege in
Arakonam. To her good fortune she received better treatment in the college, kowever in l!u::
sccond year of her college the health of her foster mother declined as did her [inancial
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condition, Grace was in trouble and she made a Facebook post stating U‘ﬂ;s; E:'l[f: ]j[_id no one
o support her cducation so she would take up Sex work 10 ﬁnamff:lh . reés beredwfvas
remarkable response to her post as many peoplecame forward to help ;-'1'1 » ;.1 Eﬂf Ing,
lodging, travel ete, With the support ol so mamy Rcople she finally completed her BE,
becoming the first Dalit transgender to become an Enginecr.

family now contacted her and she visited them
mother as she supported her and
he retuned to Chennai to help

Success also brought acceptance as her
afler a decade. However, Grace considered Al as her real

took care of her. She got a job in Delhi but after three years _
others like her and worked as a free-lance programmer. She adopted many (rans persons just

as she was adopted by Afra, twelve daughters and a son to be specific. To cut it short she is
working and fighting court battles to improve the lives of transgenders.

3. Conclusion:

So, like Sudha and Esther, Grace too completed her education by her grit l_:Jut only
after she found emotional support and care from her foster mother. EEiucatmn and
employability are the keys for emancipation and improvement in their social status but
transgenders are human beings and fulfilment of human needs of love, friendship and
companionship are primary to other achievements. It is their humam right.After the 2014
Supreme verdict decriminalizing alternative sexuality, the government has been working on
providing better lives to transgenders. The Transgender Person (Protection of Right) Act,
2019 was provided by the Government, “to provide prohibition against discrimination in the
matters of employment, education and health Services to the transgender person axd Welfare
measures have been adopted to protect the rights of the transgender person.” (Shaw) Despite
the law acceptance by family and society is still not there in most cases. Change is coming

but lht? pace is slow; education and employability despite odds still remain the means to tum
the attitude of society.
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Abstract:

Kushinagar is a well-knovwn place for all Buddhist Jollowers, Kushinagar is a town tha is

mainly situated in Uttar Pradesh India.  Gautama Buddha attained Parinirvana

here. In
ancient name of Kushinagar was Kusavati, Gautama Buddha came to this place at the age of

cighty. From the Mahaparinibbana sutta, it was found that Buddha altained his Parinirvana

after he arrived in Kushinagar. Parinirvana means — nirvana afier death. Several Mahayana

scriptures especially the Mahayana Mahaparinirvanasutra express the fact that Parinirvana

means the realm of the eternal true self of the Buddha. After the Parinirvana of Gautama

Buddha the place where the Parinirvana happened was cremated at that location. It is a
pilgrimage for all the Buddhists. Buddhists came to this place to see this cremation. Besides
that, there are other holy sites in Kushinagar. Buddhists also visit all these sites. Many visitors
who are not Buddhist also come to this place and watch the cremation and see other holy
places. So, from the tourism aspect, the place is very important.  This paper critically

examines the place of Kushinagar and its importance Jrom the Pilgrimage point of view and
its significance from the grounds of the Buddhist field.

Key Words: Kushinagar. Pilgrimage. Buddha, Parinirvana,

(Paper published on 1* June, 2024.)
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Introduction:

‘ ist followers. Kushinagar
Kushinagar is the most religious ond pious place for all the Buddhist gar Is

: - to the Gorakhpur district.
0 town that is mainly situated in Uttar Pradesh India. Itis very near P

: : . So, Kushinagar was the
AU the ancient time, Kushinagar was dominated by the Mallas g

1 ' : : Kusavali.
kingdom of the Mallas, Theearlicr name of Kushinagar was Kusd
s found in the area of kusavati. That is why

Kusavati name came

[rom the Kushgrass . In those days Kush grass wa
. : o ma Buddha attaj
the name of the city was Kusavatilt is a very holy place becausc Gauta Ined

Parinicvana here,
Background History of Parinirvana:

Siddhartha Gautama who was famous for the worldly level people as the Buddha. He was 3

. . th -
monk and religious preceptor, He lived in South Asia (During the 6" or 5" Century BCE).

He visited various places from Rajagrha through Pataliputra Vesali Bhoganagara and Pava,
His final visited place was Kushinagar. The place pava was a resident of one of the Buddha’s
disciples and his his name was Cunda. He invited Buddha along with his disciples to his
residence. In his residence, Cunda offered the Buddha and his disciples to eat food. The food
was sukara maddara . After eating the food Buddha's stomach got infected by the food. Soon
after his evacuation was started, thefood was very defeating. Buddha was attacked by
diarrhea. Besides all the physical trouble that he felt at that time he completely forgot about

his physical trouble and blessed Cunda for his invitation.

After leaving the place of Cunda’s house he came to the place of kakkuttha River, Kakkuttha
River is now named as Khanua River. Buddha bathed in the river and after that, he remained
in the sala garden that name was Upavattana . This sala garden was created by the Malls. The
sala garden was situated near the river Hiranyavati . Hiranyavati is a river located in kusinara
. Buddha understood that his death was very come he requested Ananda his great disciple to
preparc his bed between the two sala trees. Ananda was a very obedient disciple of Buddha.
He accepted the request of Buddha and prepared his bed. Soon afler later Buddha went to
bed. Accepted Buddha's wish Mallas came to see him. They pay their homage to the Buddha,
Buddha asked them if they had any questions they asked him. But they are not asked any

questions. Then Buddha said his last remarks “ Monks! Now I tell you, all things are
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perishable. Fullill (the life's aim ) with mindfulness.”" Afler that, the noble Pp.19-3p,

man of this plane
attained his Parimrvana, 10is clearly stated in the Mahaparinibbana Sutra that w

hen Buddhg
reached Kushinagar sutra he accomplished his Parinirvan

an Kushinagar,

Parinirvana :- Parinirvana is a very important term in the context of Buddhism Parinirv
: ana

means = Nirvana alier death. 1t also includesovercoming our karmic desires for rebirth

In various Buddhist literature we found the sources of Buddha's Parinirvana . The sources ar
: e

-Pali Mahaparinirvanasutta -Samyutta nikaya .Sanskrit Buddha carita and

Avadana satakq
and pali Mahavamsa .

From the context of Mahayana Mahaparinirvana sutra, also named the nirvana sutradepicts
the truth that -Through the eye of Buddhism Parinirvana

1s the true state of the cverlasting
place of bliss. It is the state that is pure.

There are three kayas of Buddha Dharmakaya Nirmankaya and Sambhogo kaya . The chief

component of the Mahayana Mahaparinirvana sutra is that — The main essence of the

Buddha 1s his eternality. So Buddha is eternal. There are two avenues to find out Buddha’s

eternity. One is the state of dharmakaya as the Buddhaappears in the dharmakaya that

Is why
eternality is the core of Buddha.

After that from the perspective of the Mahaparinirvana suira,it is also claimed that by the
state of Parinirvana Buddha was fully liberated. So Parinirvana is a state of liberation. Four

qualities endowed with BuddhaMahaparinirvana. These are — Eternality, Happiness,Self, and
Punty.

So ** Only in Mahaparinirvana is this true self to be fully discernible and accessible .

Kosho Yamamoto famous Japanese Buddhist writer expresses his view on Mahaparinirvana.

He firmly believed the fact that the Buddha always tip-off to his followers that they must be

meditating on the main eremite self not attached to the notion of non-self. 3

' In the foot steps of the Buddha by Bauddhacarya Shanti Swaroop Bauddh p-132

’Kosho Yamamoto Mahayanism: A critical Exposition of the Mahayana MahaparinirvanaSutra ,Karin Bunko
Jokyo ,197S ,p-62

1 Hence “O you Bhiksus [ Monks ] Do not abide in the thought of the non-eternal sorrow non-sell and the not

PUTE .rrrrcrsssssrnsresnsassessnseneenen [N @VETY Situation constantly meditate upon the idea of the self ,the idea of the
eternal , Bliss and the Pure ...... Those who deslrous of attaining reality mediatatively cultivate these ideas
namely the Idea of the self [atman] the eternal Bliss and the pure will skillfully bring forth the jewel just like the

wise person . [Kosho Yamamoto Mahayanism: A critical Exposition of the Mahayana Mahaparinirvana Sutra
,the Karinbunka, Tokyo .1975,p-75
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Buddha's body was kept for seven days by the Mallas. General people came and paid theijr
tribute 1o the holy Buddha. Various things are offered by the people to the Buddha. Like
Garland, NMowers, perfumes all those things are offered him. Then the place of Parinirvana
soon afler the remnant of the Buddhawas bumned at that locality. Alter that, there is a big
clash appeared for Buddha's relics. There are various claimers especially the kings were
present to get the relics. They all have the same aim to build up a stupa in these relics. The
Names of the kings were — King Ajatasatru of Magadha,the licchavis of vesali, the sakyas of
Kapilavastu,the Buils of Allakappa,the koliyas of Ramagrama,the Brahmins of Betha -
dipa,the Mallas of Pava,and the Mallas of kusinara . The dispute was resolved by the Drona.
Drona was a Brahman . He memorized the king that Buddha was a peace holder man he did
not believe in war and conflict which is why the problem was solved through the way of
peace. On that ground,the relics were equally distributed among the eight kings. Drona

himself took the responsibility to distribute the ashes between all of them.Alfter that Various

stupas were built by the kings in their different reigns over the ashes.

_ [Al the th-nrpuugnyurnﬂm
Y mhmﬁfhﬂ-ﬂhﬁ-&thhhﬂrm
he urmnmhmb;

Among all the stupas one of the most prominent stupa was Ramablar stupa. This stupa was

also fabricated over a portion of the Buddha’s Ashes by the kings of Mallas at the place of

Kushinagar.
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cqually importan o

Pp.19-30.
ROr 1S ndeed o lomous Buddhist pilgrimage site But it's also
N archneologien point,

by \ * Iy Le 3
From the backgroung of the trehncologicn| ev

‘ Idence and the historical record, both these two
lnet that e

thinpy support the 4
oy % L
Buddhn departed and bumed at the place of Kushinagar.

Again Kushinagar cange back in e

Iront of the limelight by the hand of the famous
| ander C-.mninglmm. Alexande
g at Matha Kuar Shrine

and Ramabh; - . . :
1861-1862. abhar stupa. This archacological minizg happened in

archacologist Aley

r Cunningham accomplished archacological

- Cunningham was the first archacologist who proved that
u * - lati

shinagar was )y On spot of the Buddha w
Year 1876 archacologis Archibald Carlleyle revealed

Mahaparinirvang Stupa. A 6.1

here his Parinirvana occurred.” In the

another important stupa and that was

melers(20 feet) meters long lie down the statue of the Buddha

tae hand of Archibald Carlleyle. There

several archaeologists. It was continued in the 20™ Century under the guidance of J.Ph.
Vogel?®.

Was also brought to light by 1s Continuous mining by

S : X _ . ‘
0 Kushinagar is one of the important sites. All the evidence that came from the

archaeological aspect discovered the truth that Kushinagar w

as a very ancient pilgrimage site.
It was conceived from the 3"century BCE.S

Pilgrimage:-Pilgrimage is very important in the perspective of spiritual and religious context.

It means a voyage to a holy place. Most of

all Religious groups refer to such places. In the
fi

eld of Buddhist Religion, there are various pilgrimage sites. Among them, the four most
important pilgrimage sites are —

Lumbini — The place where Buddha was born.
Bodhgaya — Where Buddha achieved his enlightenment.

Sarnath — The place where Buddha did his first religious talk.

Kushinagar — The place of Buddka’s Parinirvana.

4 Cunningham Alexander (1871) . Four reparts made during the years 1862-63-64-65 Vol.1 Shimla Himachal
Pradesh India Archaeological survey of India p-76-85

*Vogel JPH. (1950) “ Some Buddhist Monasteries in Ancient India “ Journal of the Ceylan Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society 1 27-32,

5 Lars Fogelin{2015) An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism Oxford University Press p-23-24
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Parinirvana Stupni= Just behind the Parinicvana temple there is the Parinirvana Stupa.
Parinirvana stupa is also known to us as Nirvana Chaitya. In the year 1870, this stupa was

Drugged by Carlleye, A copper plate was found which held the text of the Nidana Sutra.

At the time of digging, there was a copper plate found. This copper plate holds the text of the

Nidanu sutra. The plate had been extracted by one Haribala. Haribala also established the
lying down Buddha statue in the Parinirvana temple.’

Parinirvana Stupa

? Places in Kushinagar Kushinagar .nic.In retrieved 17" July 2015
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Ramabhar stupa - In the Cremation Place of Buddha there was another
! LN u
Ramabhar stupa . Ramabhar stupa 18 [amiliar to us as MUkUIbandhan Chaij

bosd whick is situated near the stupa. The name of the river s Ramabhga,

called Ramabhar . It is a place where the main funeral rites of Buddhs Were

stupa was very big. Ramabhar stupa is much bigger than the main Stupa. I
place for all Buddhist travelers. Diflerent parts of the country aroung the wor|q
_ e
from the Buddhists pay their homage to the Ramabhar stupa. Sometimes they ¢},
ant m

offer Nowers, practice meditation, and also encompass the stupa,

—— __ — .'
S — — _f-—-, _-_'

Ramabhar Stupa

26

ﬂ

P2 buj) ]:p‘lliﬂ

yﬂ- Thcr{: is
S0 (he !
p]ﬂEE is

nrganizm Th
" e

1S 3 v
a "Eryhﬂly

Speciﬂl,y

aﬂtl‘ﬂs

Scanned with CamScanner



LT e — ——

r*,:r::\‘
A
Paper Id: UIRD/4/V-1/lune/24 L‘-L.-Z Volume: 1/ Issue: 25/June 2024-ISSN: 2278 8670
Pp.19-30,

Aatha Kunwara Shrine — In the Matha Kunwara Shrine there is a big statue of Buddha.
This Statue mainly represents one of the important postures of Buddha and that is Bhumi —
Sparsh Mudra. (Earth-touching attitude). This statue was made of blue stone. The height of

the statue is 3.05 meters. This statue was discovered through the excavation. The famous

archacologist Mr.Carlleryle discovered the statue and the monument at the time of

excavation,

Bhumi Sparsh Mudra of Buddha

Besides that, various other places arethe centerof the attraction — Indo-Japan Temple, |

Bhikkhu Mahavihara Cetiya -Stupa, The Chinese Buddha Vihara, The Tibetan Buddha
Vihara, The Buddhist Museum, etc.

So all these reasons Kushinara is a place that might be visited by the pénple of the world, in

future projects that can help to add one wing to Kushinara. Everyone knows about the eight
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wonders of the waeld, In India Tmahal Iv one of them, Indin will gel nnother wonder from

Kushinara, That (v a $00 1 high statue of Nuddl
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This statue will be too high even from the Statue of Liberty. The project is sanctioned

between India and Japan. Japan has come forward for help in making the project come true.

Afer the demolition of 8 Buddhist statuc in Bamiyan by the Taliban, it was very bad for the
entire Buddhist community. So because they arc peace-loving people they are sorted their
problems in their way. That is why they tricd to rebuild of Buddha statue in their way. India is
the soil of Buddhism where Sakhyamuni Buddha was born and his parinirvna also happened

in the place of India 50 that is why this time India is the perfect choice for the place where the

statue of Buddha will rebuilt,

Conclusion:

Hence, Kushinagar is one of the places that is important from both two angles. One is from a
Buddhist area and another is a tourism area. In the Buddhist area, it is famous for pilgrimage.
On the other hand, it is not only a pilgrim site it is also an important site which has reached

culture and Heritage, The preat Buddha got his Mahaparinirvana in Kushinagar, At

Kushinggar where Buddha'e hady wae humed. Qo thot

(Ramabhar) which iz loccied in Kushinager L
ground, a big stupa was made by the Mallas. Soon afier the great emperor Asoka had

reconstructed il. Famous Chinese travelers Fa Hien and Hieun Tsang both these two travelers

were narmated Kushinagar as their travel destination.
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[t iLIs also true that Kushinagar is not only famous for Buddhist sies but is also a

sonceived place lor Juin, Vaishnay, Shiv,ete, The Place Kushinagar is located on the bank of
rver G andonk,

Lis also o meditative place where sages and hermits come for their spiritual uplilment, The
place is Very pious,

Through archeological mining, e place has been enriched with itsarcheology. The mining
finds several Gods and goddesses statucs.

This place is a link -route. That connected various highways — Ayodhya- Janakpur, Rajgrih-
Vaishali, etc.

So, Kushinagar is a good place for a Travel destination. Anyone Can come and feel the good
vibes from there.

Travel makes our minds happy. It also helps to explore a place with a new viewpoint.
Kushinagar is a place that is famous for its arena. Travelers come to Kushinagar and visit the
place which gives a special attraction not only to travel but also gives spiritual uplifimentthat
helps to make a better human who also rethinks in his mind that a great man Sakhyamuni
Buddha who came here, to rest here and also spend his last breath here. Every corner of
Kushinagar is a witness that carries a deeper truth that A man devoted his whole life for

removal of suffering in the entire world people and tried to make this world the most peaceful

where everyone can lead a peaceful life. Peace, compassion, and delightfulness are the great

treasures that are inculcated by the Buddha that bring the planet of Earth blissful and
beautiful .
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Abstract:

In using language we ofien come across ome statements that are contrary to common belief

or accepted opinion, that is why the Stalements cannot become acceptable to our common

the statements which seem apparently bizarre or
can be called paradoxes. However:

sense, I.e., contradictory, such statements
paradoxical statements are closely related to

confradictions, but not all contradictory statements

are paradoxes. Because apparently
contradictory statements seem to be paradoxes, but by the underlying meaning

some of those statements carries the J int of another truth, or it can be said that the elements
involved in those statements

bizarre or

are contradict each other but they exist simultaneously.

this paper tries to explain those aspects of paradoxical statement with various
suitable examples, and Jinally based on that g conclusion

paradox in our quest for knowledge.

However,

is drawn stating the relevance of

Keywords: Opinion, Belief, Contradictory, Puzzle, Paradox.

(Paper published on 1%t June, 2024,)

Introduction:

Life begins by accepting everything without any judgment whatever is presented to

him. At
this stage of life man is not sceptic,

he accepts everything whatever he feels without any

question. When a child is introduced to its father or mother after birth, the child accepts it
without any question. However, even if life starts by accepting everything in this way,

there

comes al a stage and gels jerked. The root cause of this occurrence is something like a dream-

experience or an illusion. Although i may seem negative, it does play a leading role in the

pursuit of knowledge. Because something like illusion creates a desire for knowledge in our
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mimd and as a result we start ashing questions, The question may be oul of curiosity, |.e., 1o

Anow, or it may anse when a person s faced with o puzzle,

Although bath contnbute to our knowledge, we are concemed with the second in this paper,
However, the satisfaction of curiosity undoubtedly adds to our store of information, by
nothing shampens the mind, nothing enhances the intellectunl powers like solving puzzes,
This may seem confusing in itself, but o puzzle rmises doubts in our minds. The thoughy

comes (rom such doubts - why did this happen? Again this thought develops gradually

through thesis-antithesis and helps people realize the truth. But sometimes people fall into big

trap while searching for the solution. These traps play an cfTeclive role i1n crealing various

[tlndt.u::g_

The word “parador™ is a combination of the two Greek words “para” and “doxa”, where the

word “pary™ means “contrary 10" and the word “doxa” means “opinion” or “belief”. So, the

ctymological meaning of the word “paradox™ is “contrary 10 (common) opinion or belief™, If

a statement is made that is contrary lo common belief or accepted opinion, and which is not

acceptable by common sense, i.e., in a single word, the statement which seem apparently

bizarre or contradictory; Such a statement forms the basis of paradox, or 1n other words, such

statements can be called paradoxes.

For example, let us take a common question that almost arises in our daily life and which was
the problem of cause

proposed by Greek philosophers even in ancient periods 10 determine
n? But this

and efTect. The question is, which came first in the world — the egg or the chicke

question is too complicated (o solve by our common sense. Because, il we say that the egg

came first, then the question will arise il there Is no chicken, how will the egg onginate’
Again, if we say that the chicken came first, then the question will arise if there is no cgg,

how is the chicken possible? So, whatever options arc pul forward as an answer to this

question, none of them is satisfactory, because in this case, one of them would negate the

" k) b}
other, i.c. it is a paradoxical question. We can refer to this as the “£gg-Chicken’s Paradox”.

{lowever, while this problem appears to us as a folk paradox, many may dismiss it as a stupid

Because, in fact, this type of problem indicates a gap in our

question, which they should not.
nder resolved this paradox by

knowledge, which if solved can reveal a greater truth. Anaxima

arpuing that — “Egg need to be hatched and chicks need to be reared. Therefore, some
nonchicken must have served as a parent, Consequently, there was a chicken egg before there

were any adult chickens.”'Commenting on this argument, Roy Sorensen says — “Since
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feeessary biology, his solution (o the chicken or egg riddle

for creating a ratjonal basis for his

Anaximander did not know the

was 0 lucky guess. But he deserves much crediy

. LM
l:‘l.‘ll‘lji:ﬂ'll.ll'ﬁ.

But Aristotle was not in favor of Biving any definite solution to
“l1e believed that each specics is infinitely old, Thus, Aristotle believes

came [irst, the chicken or the egp?” rests on a false pre

this problem.

that the riddle ‘Which
supposition. Neither came first because

cach chicken comes from an cge and each Cgg comes from g chicken.”*Plutarch

also gave

aiming it as a “great and weighty problem (whether
the world had a hcginning).“‘similurly, in the fiflly

special importance (o this problem, and c

century, the Roman scholar Macrobius
also pondered on this problem and wrote that — “Jest about what you suppose

lo be a
triviality, in asking whether the hen came first from

the egg or the egg from the hen, but the
point should be regarded as one of importance.”s

It is true that the elements of a paradox usually neglect each other, but it is not correct to

generalize from this that a statement will be a paradox if its elements ncglect each other.
Because there may be many statements that appear paradoxical but their underlying meaning

carries the hint of another truth. Let’

s illustrate this point with an example — I say tkat “J an;

dead ". To our common sense this statement would appear to be a paradox. Because,

llf Sﬂ.]f‘!
means that “/ am alive”. So, “I am

alive (since I am saying this) and yer dead * generally it

seems like a paradoxical statement. But if we analyse the purpose, circumstance and

underlying meaning of this statement then we may find that it is not paradoxical. Because it

may be possible that I use this statement as an example in the classroom to teach grammar to

the students.

Perhaps for this reason, the “Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy™ defines a paradox

as — “A paradox arises when a set of apparently incontrovertible premises gives

unacceptable or contradictory conclusions. To solve a paradox will involve either showing
that there is a hidden flaw in the premises, or that the reasoning is erroneous, or that the
apparently unacceptable conclusion can, in facl, be tolerated. Paradoxes are therefore

important in philosophy, for until one is solved it shows that there is something about our

reasonings and our concepts that we do not understand.”

S0, it is clear that even though paradoxical statements are apparently bizarre, yel

their underlying meaning is that some parts of the statements are true, or it can be said that

the elements involved in those statements contradict each other but they exist simultaneously.

33

Scanned with CamScanner



morable speeceh given

USA on 4 March 19
| the only (thimg W€
v Lhis uplimislic statement, Rooseyel,

As an example, consider o me
13, where he used a famous line __

inaugural address as President 0 [the
have to [car is fear itse|f»?

“So, first ol all, let me assert My firm beliel tha
but in fuct, (hroug!

an nation and unite them against a commop,

This kne may appear parndoxical,
wanted 1o assert the invineibility of (he Americ

cnemy (fear).
but also in SONES and even in the lilerature, it cap
pnrﬂduxical statement

ersion of Rabindra Sangeet, number

Not only in everyday speech,
riters often wse different
s consider the Bengali v
, started the first few

smara madhye fomara prakasa / 1ai etq

s to describe real facqg

be observed that many W

and situations. For example, let u
lines of that song as —

120, mentioned in “Gitanjali™. Rabindranatl

“stmara majhe, asima, fumi / bajao apana sura. /
d in this line means ‘bout

not be infinite at the same time. But in the

Jdﬂfy,, ﬂnd the word ‘ﬂ-'i'i‘_nm‘

madhura."® The word ‘sima’ mentione
The object which is bounded, can
ontradictory statement is m

Although the purpose of such statement is only to €Xpress the non-dual t

meams ‘infinite’.

first line of this song, such a ¢
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hinking.

Jer” written by William Shakespeare in

Similarly, il we look at the play “Ham
kills Polonius while interrogating his

e can find that Hamlet accidentally

English literature, W
mother queen Gertrude, and then he explains this violent behaviour to his mother by saying

"9 Notice here that the words ‘cruel’ and ‘kind’ used

that — “I must be cruel, only to be kind.
ther, and therefore the statement seems

nding on the circumstance, one can be cruel

in this statement contradict each o to be pﬂmdnxical_

However, practically it may be possible that, depe

r way) in order to be kind (in some other major way) for some important

(in some mino
changes.

in George Bemnard Shaw’s play “\Man and Superman”, it is seen that

Again,
ideas about society through the protagonist

Shaw expresses many of his own unconventional

of this play, John Tanner (sometimes called Jack Tanner), and finally in describing the golden

rule in the last section “Maxims for Revolutionisis” by saying that — “The golden rule is that
there are no golden rules.” "OIf this statement is observed per se, it may seem that one part of

this statement is trying to describe the golden rule, but the other part is refuting that rule. So
this statement also has a hint of a paradox.
As another example, if we look at George Onwell’s dystopian novel /984, we can

also see the use of many contradictory slogans in this novel, which seem to be paradoxical. In
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power of a totalitarian government, whose main
caption Was “BIG BROTHER 18 WATCHING YOU.""And that totalitarian party had three

oublished ~ slogans — —  “WAR g PEACE""FREEDOM IS SLAVERY"' gnd
«IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH"M, Clearly these political

expressing (Wo opposing meanings at the same lime,

(s novel, Onwell imagines the ultimate

doublethink slogans are

and therefore these contradictions also
appear to be paradoxes.

However, one may now think that a paradox creates a confusing duality by
contradiction in our thinking. “But one must not think ill of the

paradox, for the paradox is the passion of thought, and the

implying an apparent

thimker without the paradox is like
the lover without passion: a mediocre fellow. But the ultimate potentiation of every passion is

always to will its own downfall, and so it is alsq the ultimate passion of the understanding

[Forstand] to will the collision, although in one way or another the collision must become ijts

downfall. This, then, is the ultimate paradox of thought: to want to discover something
thought itself cannot think.”"* So finally, it can be said

that
that while a paradox highlights the
complexity of a particular situation, the puzzle created by its contradictionsdraws the reader’s

attention and compels him to think deeper. As a result of that thinking something is revealed,

which may establish a larger truth or it may come close to the truth.
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Abstract

The colonial period in Sub-Himalayan Darjeeling marked significant transformations in
agrarian relations, driven by British economic interests and administrative policies. Before
colonial rule, the agrarian system in Darjeeling was predominantly subsistence-based,
characterized by traditional landholding patterns and local agricultural practices. The
advent of colonialism introduced commercial plantation agriculture, particularly ftea
cultivation, which restructured the agrarian economy. The land was appropriated for tea
estates, leading to the displacement of indigenous communities and the influx of labor
migrants. This shift fostered a dual agrarian structure: the traditional subsistence agriculture
coexisted with the plantation economy, creating socio-economic disparities. Colonial land
revenue policies further marginalized the local peasantry, exacerbating landlessness and
economic dependency. Additionally, the introduction of new crops and agricultural
techniques altered traditional practices, impacting food security and local liveliloods. The
transformation of agrarian relations in Darjeeling under colonialism thus reflects a broader
pattern of economic exploitation and socio-cultural disruption, with long-term imph:can'mrs
for the region's development trajectory and agrarian structure. This study l.’fﬁ'h’[f"i‘ ”.”ﬂ the
complex interplay between colonial policies and local agrarian f{}*"ﬂﬂi’iﬂfﬂ.‘ hrghh:ghrfug the
enduring legacy of colonialism in shaping contemporary agrarian relations in Darjeeling.
Kevwords: colonial land._agriculture. adhiars. jlum.

(Paper published on 1*' June, 2024.)

In India, a significant portion of the population relies on agriculture, either directly or

' ' | economy,
indirectly, for their subsistence. Consequently, land plays a Elvntal role 1ndl.luf-.drur1“hin mrj;l
and ¢he ownership or non-ownership of land creates a fundamental divide

ivati it i I \prehend
socicty. Therefore, in addition to examining cultivation methods, it 1S ‘cr.ucm:jluﬁcnnn t;;m -
the system of land revenue, taxes, —easurement, and land productivity. During
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systems, and village-based systems.Around o ELn-mfy| ; ?’runinduri system that characterizeg
modem land tenure system in the hill areas. U.n]|k-.. e lemented in the hill areg '
land tenure in other districts of West Bengal, 1 w“?j-n':‘v::c:i:::lmnpbt:lwcun a cultivating Dc;:‘izf
Darjeeling. In the plains, there was ypically o clear ® :Lm is uncommon in the hi} arf.;a
and a non-cultivating Zamindar. However, such @ Sy.s he povernment.The terri "
where most farmers are also landowners and pay rent Gir IS:lg;[' Sikkim (-inclmfimmry
of Darjecling comprised arcas that were previously under the conr ) and Bhutan (i ln c ,“m
Darjecling Sadar and Kurscong hill subdivisions and the Terai rcglfllF_I g 1o ncluding
the Kalimpong subdivision and parts of Dnuars)..Duc (o the ustc;r:'cn ‘m tl]:enc;f of 4
Sl:r.:n'ling]}r feudal social order llpllﬂld by these ll:ld‘?pﬂﬂdfzﬂt countrics Il:l 1C E':'-'ISI‘E]']]
Himalayas before colonization, both regions and their mhﬂh"ﬂm.s nad EJ:[[::EI‘IEHCCEI distinet
pattemns of land ownership, production Processcs, and lnxﬂ.t[fnn policies.It should be
mentioned; that a¥ the lands of hill arcas were in @ primitive condition and were called ‘waste
land’. In the beginning, these wastelands were seitled under The Waste Land Rules of 1839,
1859, and 1862 under very favorable terms and conditions to attract people for settlement ang
agriculture. Subsequently, the rights and obligations of tenants werc governed by the Bengg
Rent Act, of 1859 and so were the terms of the leases granted to the tenants. Settlement of
Land Revenue used to be made under the Bengal Rent Settlement Act, of 1879. The Bengal
Tenancy Act of 1885 did not apply to these arcas. 1The rights and obligations of tenants in
the Darjecling district are regulated by Act X of 1859(the Bengal Rent Act,1859), and the
settlement of land revenue is made under Act VIII of 1879(the Bengal Rent Settlement Act,
1879). It should be noted here that,the DBengal Tenancy Act does not apply here The
distinguishing feature of the land tenure system of the district i1s that the Government is the
proprictor of all estates and there is, theoretically, no private landlord or tenure holder
between it and the ryots who are the tillers of the soil, Under Act X of 1859, the tenant gets
no heritable right of occupancy in any land held by him for twelve years or more. But he has
no right to transfer or sublet his land without the permission of the Deputy Commissioner,
Transfer of land or subletting by hillmen to plainsmen is not usually encouraged, nor is it
usual to allow Lepchas of Bhutias to transfer or sublet their lands to Nepalis. 2 Although the
Government is the proprietor of all lands and no intermediaries are supposed to exist between
the State and the cultivators, in actual practice unauthorized subletting, which is prohibited by
law, is fairly common. In these hill subdivisions, especially in Kalimpong, three classes of
under-tenants arc found to exist, namely,Pakhurias, who pay cash rent to the tenant of the
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S reserved for Bazaars at Pankhabari, Kurscong,
\Maldhiram, and Darjecling,

¢) Land not required for cither of the above purposes, but available for farming leases,

There Were also certain small ﬂr{’:als'hcl('i for SPFCEHI purposes since 1866 a strip of land on
cither side c::l' the Cart road from Siliguri to Darjeeling had been set aside for road purposcs,
173 though in common places settlers had been allowed to build houses, a small revenue was
derived I“r«:rmtlllhi‘SE persons who were more tenants-at-will. At Jalapahar, Katapahar, and
Lebong certain areas had been made over to the military department, an area of 116 acres
below Darjeeling had l:tccn set apart for the jail, and 622 acres; originally intended for grazing
grounds had been rctal_rleq by the Darjeeling Municipality.5The bulk of the revenue-paying
non-tea estates in the district were grouped under the following categories, (i) The Sadar and
KurseongKhasmahal. (ii) TheKalimpong Development area and Kalimpong Government
estates and (iii) The Terai Khasmahal. In these Khasmahals, except Darjeeling Town
Khasmahal, ate area is divided for fiscal purposes into’blocks’ which are approximately
equivalent 10 villages as defined in the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. Each of these ‘blocks’ is
under a mandaithat collects rent from the tenants on a commission basis.The early
settlements of revenue were with individual farmers who were made responsible for the
revenue fixed in lumps on the block or blocks leased to each of them. The first regular
settlement of these Khasmahal appears to have been made in 1884. The system then adopted
has come to be kxown as the joint rayotart system, by which settlement was made jointly
with the mandal and tenants of each block. But in 1894 the ‘joint rayotari system’ was given
up. Block was now divided into three classes according to the quality of the soil
predominating in each and settlement was made direct with cach rayot, who was given a
separate lease for his holding.6Afier the annexation of the British, Kalimpong was divided
into 48 blocks and each was kept under a Mandal that used to collect rents from raiyats and
paid revenue to the British on a tenure basis as fixed by the Government. Out of the total 401
squarc miles of land, so annexed, 213 square miles were kept occupied by reserved forests
and 10 square miles by four tea gardens, while 178 square miles were reserved for native
cultivation.7In fact five-sixth of the inhabitants were settled on this Khas Mahal or State
lands. However, there had been some rent-free lands belonging to Monasteries and a few
Mandals. Such arrangements continued even after British axnexation. The British reserved a
huge forest and cultivablelands both on the western and eastern sides of Tista as Khas h-iinh_a]s
under the management of Kalimpong Government Estates. In the whole tract of the district,
there was a bewildering variety of land tenure such as Revenue-paying tenure; Fr?u-hnld
tenures, and Lands held by the Government. Under Revenue-paying tenures, _lﬂcatmns of
lands were settled in perpetuity under the Building Location Rules of 1839; locations of lands
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settlod under the Rules of 1859; Cultivation leases for thirty years were put in place under
Rules of 1864; Lands granted to Chebu Lama, firstly on tenure and subsequently j,

pempetuity i the mid-Gilics and early sixtics of the nineteenth century; Tea-cultivation Jegg
under the Waste Land Rules of 1882 as modificd time to time; Other leases of different SOrs

and Govemment Khas 0.30Mahals under direct management.
Land Tenure System in Darjeeling District in1903

Type of Land i

Description

Arca in m2

Revenue Paying
Tenures

Location held in
perpetuity under the
building location
rules of 1839

0.22

Location for 99 years
held under the above

rules as modified by
the court of

Directorate in 1840

0.57

Farming leases under
the rule of 1859

2,42

Cultivation leases for
30 years under the
rules of 1864

31.45

Chebu Lama's grant

was then held by his
heirs

49.43

Tea cultivation leases
under the wasteland
rules of 1882

9.95

Other recent leases
from 10 to 50 years

16.25

Government Khas
Mahal under direct
management

345.39

Total

505.68

Free Hold Tenures

Location commuted
into fee simple under

rule 1 0 the rules of
1859

0.82

Land brought under
rule | ol the above
rules

75.74

Land commuted

under rules 9 of the
above rules

47.15

Total

Land held by the

forest department for
Govt. forest reserves

Land held by the
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— military department
Government Lazd 1 Lunds held by - 58.9]
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Lands held by Jail 0.18
Dept
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land
Other lands (i.c. 21.48
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Tolal 517.17

“Computed from O'Malley District Gazetteer

The agriculture in the hill areas of Darjeeling district, however, began to develop differently
from that of the plain areas. This is mainly because of the peculiar physical features of the
area. The physical geography of the district makes conditions for agriculture extremely
diverse. Many of the slopes are so stony and precipitous that nothing can thrive or them
except scrub jungle. Though much of the land in the hill areas is unsuitable for cultivation of
any kind, the soil on the gentler slopes has often wonderful fertility. The altitude and aspect
have important effects on agriculture. No crops are grown above 9, 500 feet of the sea level
in the hill areas owing to excessive cold. Potatoes can, however, be grown up to that height
but for rice, maize, and millet it is at a much lower level. Again below 2,500 feet much of the
ground 1s steep and unsuitable for cultivation. Tke temperature here is too high to suit many
of the crops grown in the colder altitudes. Thus just above the foot-hills in between 1000 feet
and 2, 500 feet there is comparatively little cultivation and most of the area is under forest.
8With these natural constraints, agriculturc which developed over more than a century is
heavily based on the production of foodstuff only. The major cash crops like jute, cotton,
sugarcane, pulses, efc. are mot grown due to thc adversity of soil and climatic condition of
the- area. The method of cultivation is as primitive as it was hundred years back. Land which
I1s not too steep 1s ploughed, otherwise, hoes (kodali) are used. Weeding and harvesting are
generally done by the cultivator and his family with the assistance of neighbors, to whom
help is given in turn. This labour exchange system is called purrna. Hired labourers are
employed only when it is necessary. 9 Bullocks and tractors are not used for ploughing the
soil due to the rugged mountainous terrain of the region. It has been already noticed that
agriculture has an important role in the rural economy of the hill areas of the Darjeeling

district, Of the total number of workers 34.17 percent are engaged in agriculture in these
areas.

It has been noted that land reforms have affected the agrarian class structure in many ways
sharecroppers, an increase in the number of owner-cultivators, the decline of feudalistic and
customary types of tenamcy, and its replacement by more exploitative and increased lease
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arrangements. 101t may be pointed out that the Jichotomy of the landowner and the landjess
and their relations influenced the agrarian structure., Beteille has pointed out that the agrarian
class structure is composed of ‘landlords, owner-cultivalors, tenants, sharecroppers, and
agricultural labourers. These categories and their mutual relations constitute the heart of wha
may be described as agrarian hicrarchy..... and their interrelations 10 the process ol agriculture
constitute the agrarian class structurc of the village. 11When the district was first taken over
by the British administration, the hill portion was almost entirely under forest and agriculture
was virually absent in the hill areas of Darjecling district before 1835. The growth of
the help of Nepalese immigration after the area
had come under British administration. At the time when the district was first taken over by
British administration the hill portion was almost entirely under forest. The forests of the hill
areas are almost invariably ‘reserved’ by the Foresl Department except for 2 few square miles
in the Kalimpong sub-division, which are controlled by the Deputy Commissioner. There are
also large areas under tea and cinchona. The distribution of land between forest, cinchona,
tea, and other cultivation varies at different parts of the district, and while the forest area
under the Khasmahal administration 18 supposed to be diminishing since 1907, considerable

arcas under tealeases are utilized by lease-holders for the cultivation of various non-

plantation crops. Formerly, the forest was very dense and wel and, consequently, very

unhezlthy. Though many of the forests are still preserved, a good portion has been cleared for

tea plantations and general cultivation.12 The only cultivation was of the primitive type

called Jhumming or burning down forests in the interior of the hills by the Bhutias' and the

Lepchas and on the foothills by the Meches and other aboriginal tribes. The Terai was to

some extent under plain cultivation but there were then vast uncultivated grass, forests, and
areas.

agriculture on a commercial basis started with

riverain
The expansion of cultivation was rapid in the middle of the last century. Jhum cultivation
began to disappear owing to forest reservation; appropriation of land for tea cultivation and
extension of plough cultivation by the relatively more assiduous and skillful Nepalese. The
Nepalese immigrants took agriculture just not as a way of life but as a flourishing business
and began to cultivate different crops, viz., rice, wheat, millet (kodo), maize, mustard,
cardamom, and spices, fruits, potatoes, etc.13the first settler of that portion of land that ceded
to the British in 1835, were not accustomed to settled agricultural practices. They practiced
jhum (shifting) cultivation without any sophisticated method which resulted in a small
amount of production that helped maintain their livelihood. This perhaps explains why the
Sikkim government in earlier days had not adopted a regularized system of revenue
administration. Interestingly, the entire territory westward to the niver Tista (covering an area
of 138 sq. mile) at the time of cession during 1835 was entirely under forest and practically

sninhabitable, although a reference of a few Lepchas — probably 100 souls in total — who

came there perhaps due to their habit of jhum cultivation, can be located in early historical

documents on the region.14Later, in 1850 when a larger area (covering an area of 640 sq.
hich amounts to be the entire geographical space of the district, except the Kalimpong

Subdivision) located westward to the diver Tista came under the British the entire tract was
also found no better than the earlier 138 sq. mile. Habitations were almost nonexistent as the
agricultural potential of the region was yet to be realized. It deserves mentioned here that the
realization of the agricultural potentiality of the Darjeeling Hills had been solely an

mile, w
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indigenous affair, lr":"": E“f through the past of history, even loday, we can follow that the
Pcup!c ul'diﬂ"-‘l‘ﬂﬂ‘l tribes lived in the deep jungle, keeping them oul of civilized socicty or
culture they subsisted depending on the jungle doing jhum cultivation and hunting. It is
followed in deserts and mountains also. Actually, there was a political, and imperialism
behind the declaration of wasteland o occupy all the lands and natural resources refusing the
authority ol the community on the jungles, deserts, mountains or any kind of waste land.15.
Unlike the casc of tea plantations, agriculture in

_ the initial years had not reccived any special
reatment cither from the pan

1 of colonial rulers or from the side of the European
enlreprencurs who remained busy with selting up tea estates one after another. This is

revealed in the very first attempt made by the government 1o [ormulate a set of rules for the
grant of lands on 4 September 1839. These rules made a} th

which might have been otherwise suitable
locations or as bazaar (market) spaces. Interest
lands as suitable for farming leases, which

e lands of prominent locations,
for agriculture, reserved either as building
ingly enough, the Rule of 1839 declared those
remazined unsuitable either as building sites or as

_ € under the same rule to lease out no less than 10
acres of land as farming leases for a term of 30 years. Il the land were not cleared, it was also

proposed that the land should be held rent-free for the injgial five years, and for the remaining
period, the payable rate of rent was fixed at Rs, 2 (rupees) per acre. Despite these provisions,
the Rule of 1839 failed to attract the native cultivators and during 1839 — 50, not one plot was
leased out. Dr. Campbell also pointed out in a report of 1850 that up to 1849 he had not found
it practical to appropriate any revenue from the aboriginal inhabitants of the old Darjeeling
Temntory.16 Since 1850 he had attempted to setile the native cultivators as leaseholders and

become successful only marginally in this regard, although much of the 89 land by that time

was brought under tea plantation. However, neither the agricultural potentiality of

this entire
tract located westw

ard to the river Tista was fully realized nor was the revenye administration
for the agrarian sector of this part of the district formalized until the incorporation of
Kalimpong Region, a fertile land in the eastern side of the river Tista, in the District. Terai
Region. On the other hand, from the time of annexation in 1850, the areas located below
Pankhabari ranging from Naxalbari to Siliguri, including Phansidewa, had experienced
formal land revenue administrative measures. In the case of seven khasmahal ofKalimpong
regions, a substantial amount of village land is owned by outsiders who 9 do not live in this
region. These absentee landowners who mainly live in the urban area, control the major
amount of land of this region and play a very crucial role in the agrarian system as besides
being the landowners, they are also the businessmen and or money lenders of this region. In
other parts of West Bengal, the number of these absentee landowners has sharply decreased
in the recent past due to the various land reform programs.17 In this particular region, which
has retained its feudal character to a significant extent, a specific group of landowners still
maintains control over a considerable portion of vi¥lage land, unlike in other parts of West
Bengal. The division of society is primarily based on the ownership or non-ownership of
land, creating two broad classes: landowners and the landless. However, this distinction alone
does not adequately explain the intricate class structure within the agrarian system, as some
landowners possess a small amount of land while others possess a large
amount.Conscquently, the landowners have been categonzed into three groups based on their
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Abstract:

This essay considers the role of Sister N ivedita (Margare; Elizabeth Nob
i enhancing female education and Empowerment in Colo,
the nationalist movement, she made cfforts to promote q w
growth. She felt that it was important |

0 educate females Jo
socially. According to her, education involved more than

le from Ireland: 1867-19] l)
ial India. Besides participating actively in
ide range of activities concerning women's
r their own progress botl cconomically and
‘ 10 _ Just the knowledge contained i books but
also developing spirit, reviving culture, an politics, This article ar ues that through
schools, cultural organizations and grassrools movemenis = s

, She tried to organize a new generation of
self-assured and empowered women o would shape India’s destiny

Keywords: Sister Nivedita. Women'’s Education, Women Empowerment. _Colonial India
Nationalism, Social Change.

(Paper published on 1t June, 2024.)

Introduction

Sister Nivedita was one of the active workers of the Indian Nationalist Movement and it is
difficult to think of her beyond this political dimension. But, was it only the political
dimension that shaped her life? Undoubtedly, she fought against the British rule which had
invaded India; but, was that the only fight of her life? The answer is a big No. She was
equally concerned about the education of women and worked for it seriously. Today, the
educated and working women of India are a symbol of the modemization of Indian society,
But, what kind of women’s education did Nivedita visualize and work for? Was it only the
Western type of education that she stood for or something more? Did she view education as a
mere job-oriented training or did she see in it something higher and different? How far was
her concept of women’s education practical and how did it shape the lives of the women of
colonial India? These questions this paper sceks to address. It will be argued that Nivedita
visualized and worked for a different type of education for India’s women — which would
¢mpower them - intellectually, spiritually and culturally — and nml{c. them prr.-p_nred o
participate in the great revolution. Her concept of education was not designed to fit into the

colonial set up which aimed at producing trained para-military personnel to serve the colonial
interest,

Sister Nivedita, the Irish-born disciple of Swami Vivekananda, was a fierce adw.:ncale for
cducation as a transformative force. Sister Nivedita's ns:lvucucy for education .:151 a
Iransforming power was so fierce. Her framework ol 1(!:2:15 which was decp!y unchnreld u:n il;l‘
Spiritual knowledge and social awareness also perceived education not just as a leaming
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Process but rther as an agent of change for the individunl III]l].HLICICly.If‘IIL'P.I individual was
considered divine by Nivedita, She saw the purpose ol educulion 03 l':u.lngllt}'_nlwlkun this
divinity, In her holistic approach, every nspecl ol human U-’f‘_“'”' '"uh,ldm.%: p l.yh"id,l'._mcmﬂh
emotional and spiritual were put into consideration. In llL!l!IllHl'l 10 llhll..h 1;.-Ln*]pu:!':lﬁwd the
head for strong moral sense logether with intellectual ability snﬁllml -PLE]P.L- %HJ .duvclup
IO responsible individuals who can contribute |umilivu|}’ 10 ”"-'"'_ 5”“':—'“‘-:": l_i‘“-_"rlﬂln focus
she had was women empowerment. It is her perception that cducaing W 0,["“-“ '5‘ vital h':f:ﬂus'c
they are future mothers and care-givers, hence, should be gIven Pﬂ: LTL"TCt-dm socicty's
developmental quest. Moreover, the schools and other instiutions Were TPJT‘- l“" geting at
offering quality education to women thereby giving them skills and knm"f' L-dyi '3*-‘1_*-5531'}' for
independent lives full of contentment.Nivedita's ramework also emphasized (e Pll'j'ﬂ}ﬂ| role
ol social responsibility in education. She saw cducation as a means (0 cum{tj&a! 50CIa [l'nJUSIIc'cs
and promole unity amongst diverse communitics. Her endeavours towards P"Uf."”]'_f‘g unity
between Hindus and Muslims in Bengal, her work with the oppressed and margina lﬁﬂ'd and
her active participation in the Swadeshi Movement all underscored her conviction in

education's power to tramsform socicty.

However, analysing it critically shows that it has some limitations and contradictions.She Is
often seen as a snob who concentrates more on spiritual growth rather than ensuring basic
needs of the poor in terms of education. For instﬂncc,_nDWﬂd?}’S, 1L IS m]?m' Impurlfm-l to
educate the marginalized people on how 10 read and write. While her emphasis on spiritual

awakening resonated deeply with the Indian context, its applicability in diversc alobal settings

needs careful consideration. We should never forget that there are different cultural
spiritual development as well as

backgrounds that have different ways of looking al | : | _
knowledge or skills with highest priority in any soclety. "ljmjmng‘ this Utopu}n_ model nto a
practical one suitable for education can be prublematic. This II'.I'lpllES‘t]‘lal tra_c]mnnal curricula
must incorporate both spiritual and social aspecls which necessitates innovative pedagogy and

trained educators alongside sufficient resources—enablers necessary for their successful
implementation.

1. Feminist Criticism

Though she strongly advocates for women’s rights ﬂl'llEl empowerment, a mt_::dt?rn t:'lay feminist
reading of her work would necessitate a critical view of _gender d:scr_1mlnat1_0{1 and the
dynamics of power. Her celebration and insistence on reverting to csslenn_al jf'emmme value:s
may serve to perpetuate patriarchal norms.Despite this limitation, Nivedita's framework is
relevant and awe inspiring even today. Her emphasis on education as a powerful agent of
social and spiritual revival continues to influence the quality ol educators and reformers the
world over. Her legacy challenges us to imagine education as an instrument of empn}x:emleql,
social justice and individual salvation. While the framework needs to be en;:r,ageFl cnllcall): In
light of contemporary contexts and issues, it offers valuable insights to re-imagine education
as an instrument capable of bringing about a more equitable and just society.

Beyond Textbooks: Here, the learning system of education In the 21st century and the future
must have the fodowing characteristics:

As such, for Nivedila the process of education is a far cry from the mere ‘transmission of
knowledge through spoken word and or the modelling of certain skills and knowledge base,
but has cultural and political elements as well. They were able to illustrate how important it 1
for an individual to have the capacity to empower the people to be proud of their country and
support the nation by embracing the economic aclivities of the country.
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tual pevelopment: In the light of this, Nivedit opined that
ke a difTerence on the commaunity must nlso pe

L M * duall
"i“:,fngﬁ‘l"h)' to reach the path of duality by me;
¢ht

it the kind of education that
Spiritual. She sent women to perform a

ns of yopa, and symbolic:
¢ o g . ally, because the
- cndowed with Ihl..‘ mind, l‘ht.y ILImm't: the processes of socialization, She was nurihulin:,:
ipiril““l":" (o women s strength, and women being empowered to overcome  the

wdcﬁli““li“" ol ‘L‘;!m‘tm;ﬁ“r“ “_“-d thgage _in the society, We must first understand, towards
what the xx'L1fk5 ll_'l Ister i\_l:dll.l wis aiming, the goal of the works of this woman, who was

<alwart Ol !|1d|nn nationalism and the disciple of Swami Vivekananda, She started actively
.-;ﬂiciﬂ:lling in the endeavour to popularise the cause of Indian history, mythology and arts
Qp, in her View any woman nn.‘:r.':d.l:{] lo study Indian culture so that in case she comes under
essure of becoming half’ English, she can fight back. She founded institutions such as

gamkrishna Mission for the sole purpose of helping women, children, and for the uplifiment
of the socicty through education, performing arts, music and dance.

In light of all this, it's clear that the education system needs a broad framew
sludents and teachers grow and develop. And Nivedita, who was all about education, had
come wise words: She said that education isn't just about learning facts and skills. It's also
gbout raising your spint, regenerating culture, amd making people more aware of the world
qroundthem. She knew that being a good educator meant helping people accept and embrace
\heir own culture, feel proud of their country, and work together to make it better.

ork to help both

Spiritual development was a huge part of Sister Nivedita's vision for Education. She believed
(hat the education system shouldn't leave out spirituality altogether. In fact, she wanted to
ieach things like meditation, yoga, and prayer to help people find inner peace and self-
rulfilment. She thought that if women could achieve this, they'd be better able to break free
from societal expectations and fight for their own freedom and equality. She encouraged her
students to eat healthy, sattvicfood and practice spirituality. She thought that if they were
well-informed, women could join the fight against colonialism and social injustice, and work
towards a more equal opportunity society. She even taught them how to speak up in public,
run for political office, and stand up for themselves. But it wasn't all just talk. Nivedita didn't
just sit around and theorize about these ideas. She actually put them into practice through her
organization, “The Nivedita Foundation™. They had a clear mission: to improve education and
empower women in India. Through their work, they aimed to create a better future for
everyone by educating students and teachers, promoting cultural regeneration, and raising
awareness about social and political issues. Their practical approach included setting up
schools, training teachers, and offering scholarships to under-privileged students. They also
organized workshops and seminars on topics like women's nghts, environmental
conservation, and peace-building. By doing all of this, they hoped to make a real difference in
people's lives and contribute to the overall development of the natioz.

1.1. Nivedita's Educational Initiatives: Sister Nivedita's vision of women's educaliun_ was
not theoretical but embodied in a series of practical initiatives. She established educational

institutions, cultural societies, and grassroots movements to €MpOWer WOmEN across Varous
strata of society.

1.2. The Ramakrishna Math and Mission: Nivedita played a crucial role in cslnblis_hing the
Ramakrishna Mission, which becamc a prominent institution for xx*nmcn‘s education. The
Mission provided educational opportunities for women f:rnrn dt\'cr*s:c bﬂclfgruu;ld?.
cmphasizing vocational skills, art, and cultural stM(!u:s alongside academic lerlj_rTu;g. nc;lisl
inclusive approach ensured that education was accessible lo women, regardless ol their s

slatus or financial circumstances.
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(n's dream was (O establish a university

1.3, The Indinn Women's Unlverslty: Sister Nived
sce this dream fully realized during

dedicare . . :
her ?IEL{,I o women's education, While she was unable (o
ifctime, she lnid (he groundwork for the Indian Women's Universily, a pioncering

|‘|'H:?llllllinn that nimed to provide women with spuciulizud (raéning in various ficlds, including
science, technology, and socinl work.. Nivedita changed how women lived in old India, She
helped more girls and women go to school, Her work Jid more than just teach them things; it
gave them a safe place to learn and beconie better without worry of what people thought. She
made sure girls got to leam just like boys. Her e[Torts meant they could get knowledge and
feel good in a place where they were encouraged. This helped them break free from what was

normally expected of them.

l.-l.Cl!Hurnl Societies: Nivedita grasped the sell-
potential of cultural activities among women. Sh
venues for women (o learn art, music, dancc an
expression and also developed their sense of cultural pr

at one can truly have power only when

1.5.Understanding People: Nivedita was convinced th

they are a part of the big picture actively causing social change. She led women on this path
to join grassroots sectors, voice for social justice, run hygienc and sanitation as well as health
care courses and combat gender disparity

assurance building and community unifying
e established cultural societies that were
d drama, which promotcd their creative

ide.

1.6.The impact of information: Transformed lives of women by spoiling them with a multi-
Its of this particular approach are still

dimensional approach to education. Reportedly, the resu .
observable and are felt among the women that lived in colonial India.

1.7.Higher education; Nivedita though tireless was able to light the lamp of leaming for girls
and women throughout India. Her strategies were not only proliferating but also affording a

supportive setting whereby women could develop their potentials without the olden day social
norms labyrinth.

Impact of Nivedita: Changing the Women’s Lives

men's education would creatc a legacy impossible to
contertporary WOmen. Nivedita through her
girls and women to get education in the length
instrumentat in affording an education to all
man could develop herself without the

Nivedita's multi-modal approach to wo
obliterate, deeply affecting the lives of her
ceaseless endeavours made it possible for more
and breadth of India. Her schemes were not only
but they also set up a nurturing milieu where the wo
onset of the societal norms,

Confidence: Nivedita's emphasis on spiritual advancement, cultural
revitalization, and political awareness instilled in women a profound sense of sell~worth,
unwavering resolve, and personal authority. This empowerment enabled them to confront
entrenched societal norms and demand their rights. Nivedita's writings fostered a generation
of educated, self-reliant women who became (he driving force behind social change.

They played a pivotal role : India's nationalist movement, advocating for political equality

and societal justice,

Empowerment and Self-

Conclusion

Sister Nivedita's approach to women's education was a powerful force for modernization in
colonial India. It brought about a transformation in the lives of countless women, enabling
them to break-free (rom socictal constraints and become catalysts for change. Through her
Sister Nivedita empowered women not just academically but

holistic approach to education,
By combining education with spiritual growth, cultural revival,

also spiritually and politically.
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J olitical consciousness, Sister Nivedita aimed to instil confidence in women and inspire
o plu embrace their _'-3“"“”1- question colonied rule, and work towards a fairer socicty, In
lh.:tll‘ll Jears scholarship Im:;: shed Tight on the intellectual clite of colonial India favouring
m;::.i sl and AdvaltaVeddanta, but more research is needed 1o fully understand the

|1|inl15h'|’ between these scholarly 'lrudllmns and popular religious movements. Overall,
* # ] [ L . & . . ] * ]
e . Niveditn's Impact on women's cducation in colonial India was instrumental in
cring women and pushing for an impactful social transition.
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Abstract ; *
. . ; nigrated triba
The rehabilitation effect of Aerobic Dance and circuil {raining on I.?MI 3):; :'.'ﬁrﬂsﬁgafe ;;
overweight school girls remains unclear. Thercfore, the ,-g{;garchefﬁ‘ ”ITE"MHH Training on
know the weather there was any significant effect of Aerobic {)a;{ce a:;f ( ‘ﬂ f Kalitala Girls
BMI of migrated tribal overweight school girls. Forty ﬁvf glr:’;rs :ru ;T)’fssr'ﬂn Girls School
School fo ’ » Gr er forty five girls sidents % 7 ]

for Aerobic dance Group and another Jor() Jive g d for this study.

for Circuit Training Group mean age ranged from (13+1) years were se!ec{e
Result showed that afier 12 weeks 4.3077% decreased in BMI of Aerobic Dance Group,

3.2692% decreased in BMI of Circuit Training Group where as O.EC?S?% increase HL; BMI ?f
Control Group. This may be due (o effective improving the metabolic rate of frained muscic

and the strength of skeletal muscle.

Kev words: Aerobic — Dance — Circuit = Training — BMI = Tribal.

(Paper published on 15t June, 2024.)

Introduction:
Lambert Adolphe Jacques Quetelet, 2 Belgian-bom sociologist, astronomer, and
mathematician, is responsible for developing the Body Mass Index. In the mid-19th century,
Quetelet was searching for a way to relate an ndividual's height to their ideal weight as a tool
for studying populations. The quotient was first cited in 1972 in the Journal of Chronic
Diseases. The article discussed BMI as a valuable tool in population studies, or "social
physics," as Quetelet called it and mentioned that this measurement was not useful for
studying an individual; however, due to the simplicity of the equation, it remains the most
commonly used anthropometric analysis. Circuit training is a workout that involves rotating
through various exercises targeting different parts of thic body. Focusing on different muscle
groups in a short amount of time is an effective exercise that can be incorporated into a
healthy lifestyle. Circuit training is a workout method that involves rotating through several
different exercises for a certain amount of time or number of repetitions, with little to no rest.
Because circuil training is time-c(icient and targets our whole body, it can help build
strength, improve hr:_::rl health, ru]d help you lose weight. Circuit training is customizable,
with many combinations ol exercises. Il}cnrpnmtc‘cxercises that target our upper and lower
body, or usc s‘pun-:'apcmﬁc drills. Acrobics dance is an exercise that combines the rhythmic
steps Inl‘ acrobics x:nth gmcr.:!‘ul dance movements. It can be broadly divided into four types -
high-impact exercises, low-impact exercises, slep aerobics and water acrobics. High impact
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cicrciﬁ’-"s involve Intemse jumping actions that

) . ' g . arc E}“Ehm"imd with the rh mic b
the musll;co bf;“fni;kg’f_ji-u?;“;uta-':_‘-;?bltlwnrlknul strengthens the body inclurTiJr:E the Tﬁ;f
ing bon¢ uscies. It hel N ' = =
bﬂd)rn muscles. 1L is also suitab PS your lose weight as well as builds your

¢ for those who w .
; . . O want 1o tone 3
icsl ﬂﬂmblc {:HEI’CISES, Whlt lhclr muSCIES. [[ IS One Dr l}'IE

1 can be enjoyed by peg \
omen. However, clderly people should perform tl?c [::x ple of all age groups, both men and

: ercisc either for short duration or wi

: ith
utions. It 15 E;m éctplnr;]egdcd for very small children and pregnant women. The

exercise increases bIood circulation and lowers blood sugar and cholesterol levels. Acrobic

2nce workout increases the circulation of oxygen

oni to he 1 .
<mooth functioning of the body. The workout enhanc art, lungs and blood vessels for

: _ : ou ¢s the efficiency of heart and lungs. It is
3 greal Stress buster. It 1s an interesting activity that deviate ys from the drudgery of E'.Teryday

life. It is an effective 'rtmedy.fur depression, anxiety and tension. Thus, it is helpful for the
ﬁjuvennliﬂl'{ of the mind. It gives you the freedom 1o personalize your dance steps. You can
choose music and the dance steps of your choice, say, Jazz, disco, hip hop. Dance aerobics is
a E-““d workout to ]JDFISI .up };_'U'_Jf Immune system. Mauro L MaziniFilhoet. al. (2018)
showed that 12 WEE:kS circuit training can decreased body weight (A-1.5=1.8 kg) and BMI (A-
0.57+0.74 kg/m?) in elderly women. AlirezaSafarzadeet. al. (2020) establi;hed that eight
weeks Body Weight (p = 0.025, A ~2.25%), Body fat % (p = 0.011, A — 4.45%), body mass
index BMI) (p = 0.018, A — 2.25%) and Waist Hip Ratio (p = 0.014, A — 3.16%) were
significantly reduced in the training group. But no study was found on the migrated tribal
school girls was found. Most of the study was clinical trial and on sedentary obese wWOomen.
Therefore, the researcher intended to take an opportunity to investigate whether there was any
significant effect on BMI of migrated tribal school girls or not. Method: Forty five girls’
students of Kalitala Girls School for Aerobic dance Group and another forty five girls
students of Mission Girls School for Circuit Training Group mean age ranged from (13+1)

years were selected for this study ad also another 45 girls from Kalitala Girls School were
selected for control group.

Table no. 1A: Aerobic Dance Training Schedule

Week | Duration of | Frequency | Duration of | Density Total volume
warming (no. of sets) | Aerobic Dance
up
1-2 6 minutes. 1 8 minutes. 0 minutes. | 14 minutes.
34 6 minutes. |2 16 minutes. 6 minutes. | 28 minutes.
5-6 6 minutes. 3 24 minutes. 12 minutes. | 42 minutes.
7-8 6 minutes. | 4 32 minutes. 18 minutes. | 56 minutes.
9-10 6 minutes. |5 40 minutes. 24 minutes. | 70 minutes.
11-12 | 6 minutes. 6 48 minutes. 30 minutes. | 84 minutes.
Total = | 36 minutes. | 21 168 minutes. 90 minutes. | 294 minutes.
Table no. 1B: Circuit Training Schedule
Week | Duration of | Frequency | Duration of | Density Total volume
warming (no. of sets) | Circuit Training
u "
1-2 EP minutes. ] 8 minutes. 0 minutes. 14 mEnules.
3-4 6 minutes. | 2 16 minutes. 6 minutes. | 28 minutes.
5-6 6 minutes. | 3 24 minutes. 12 minutes. 42 minutes.
71-8 6 minutes. | 4 32 minutes. 13 I'I'IEI‘IUIE‘S. 56 minutes.
9-10 6 minutes. | 5 40 minutes. 24 minutes. 70 minutes.
11-12 | 6 minutes. | 6 48 minutes. 30 minutes. | 84 minules.
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Total = | 36 minutes. 21 |68 minutes. X mmmeii :i?:‘ hmmut(;.s 1
Measurcment Criteria: Body mass index IS a smus'ucul_mens%rcmut?; ,;1 c::: Bljd L;vud
byusing body weight in Kg. and square of standing height in melers md e u 'm,mt?r R ajs
Index Calculation.Purpose: To derive Body Mass Index.Facilities iljn ) gﬂdp Mas. I 3 y
weight in Kg. and standing height inmeter data and a n:::l!r:ul:mt:ur.l"rnt:u:r:lgur;':f:.B y L . S lndex
is derived mathematically by using thefollowing rﬂmlﬂﬂ: (Kansal, r) # j"I 3155 IH‘E.":
~(Standing height in Mt)2/Body weight in Kg. Instructions? 1. EEREHC Ry
should be doe two or more times for ccurie lE:qulati-:m had done three times and

approximatel -en for calculation. Scoring: _ ‘
PP y may be taken fi ) had done this calculation by

after satisfying it was recorded. Testing Personnel: Researcher 2 that after 12 weeks
using scientific calculator.Result and Discussion: 1t was observed that aticr 1= wee

4.3077% decreased in BMI of Acrobic Dance Group, 3.2692% decreased in BMI DfCu'EI.!i[

Training Group where as 0.2689% increase in BMI of Control GI'D:UP: The value of F ratio

was 36.24 which imply that it was significant at 0.05 levels but not significant at. 0.001 levels.
Table no. 2: Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) of Mean BMI of Aerobic Dance,

Circuit Training and Control Group .
Mean Sumof | Df| Mean F ratio
Acrobic | Circuit Squares Sum of
Dance | Training | Control Squares
BMI | Group | Group | Group
B 0022] 2|B 0.0I11 0.01
Pre Test 26 26| 26.03|W96.467 |87 | W 1.109
B 24395 | 2|B 12.197 | 16.77*
Post Test 24.88 25.15 26.1 | W63.269 | 87 | W 0.727
Adjusted B 23526 | 2|B 11.763 | 36.24*
Post Test 24.89 25.16| 26.08 | W27915)86|W 0.325

W= Within the Group B= between the group * Level of significance at .05 level
Figure no. 1: Mean BMI of Aerobic Dance, Circuit Training and Control Group

_‘/’

26.2 A
26 -
25.8 -

,-"‘"'f
,-"'/'-—
25.6 ?
-
/F
...--""—

25.4
25.2

25
24.8
24.6
24.4
24.2

= Pre Test Mean
.3 Post Test Mean

Aerobic Dance CircuitTrRining Control Group
Group Group

Considering white adipose tissue as a metabolically active endocrine organ, it secretes
substances, collectively called adipokines, whose expression and secretion are dysregulated
in the expanded white adipose tissue during obesity. It is establishe-:! that therr_.: IS an inve_rse
relationship between physical activity and pro-inflammatory adipokine secretion 1n ubESIt:!'.
One of the mechanisms through which exercise training exerts its anti-inflammatory effects 1s
to decrease the secretion of pro-inflammatory adipokine secretion. Resistance exercise
training due to adaptation to training leads to reduced plasma pr{?-inﬂammatm}r adiquines at
rest and as a response to exercise. Significantly reduced circulating IL-6 and TNF-a in obese
individual may induce weight-loss. Our result also showed that 12 weeks of circuit resistance
exercise training significantly decreased BMI levels in obese men. Altogether, these findings
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; nosition by significantly decreasing BW. M1 cSistance training improved body

qudy by ank!irt ct al,, 1t was reported (hat § WQZ?_:;I E‘;I(I-_.II{{.IIH ]Ubjsc men, However, in the
WHR and B!:'"::n in obese women, In the study by Miller et 1|1a4 nr::u ifccl on B\},’, mh;”‘I
resistance (raiming Imprm't.‘.d body composition paramelers via ;i-‘nil’“m s of l'tlgh-linl!’mSIly
fat tissue’o and increases in LBM% in sedentary obese n]cr:n S%:vc:;?“l Ecduclmns_ in BF%,
rcpm.‘cnl that circunt traming clfectivel ' mcta-analysis studics

. y decreases BW ,
individuals. The problem with those studics is that d; W and BMI in o erweight and obese

fTerent circuit training. Ing circui
Say . . : aining, including ¢
acrobic, Inteny al and combined (acrnbuj‘ plus resistance) training hﬂdgbccn analg lzlu_ll
overweight and obese individuals than Circuit Training or Acrobic bancc alone Ou}zrf m
w 9 r = . L] r C
raining also shmw‘d that 12 weeks of circuit training improve body co iti Im.]-“
signiﬁcanlly decreasing BW, BMI, WHR and BFY Y e Baslan Via

‘ In obese girls. Due to limited i i
this context, more studies are needed to confim these f ted literature in
raining has been shown to exert positive effects on bod

_ v PO Y composition (increase in muscle
mass and d?crease In body fal?, it might affect the anti-inflammatory effects of exercise and
might cnnm}:ute to Interpretation of the unti-inﬂammatury effects of circuit lrain-inn In thi

regard, previous studies have reported posit b r

ve correlations between circulating exerci
, ‘ g exercise and
BMI. ReFent!3, the Stl{d}’ b?f Iflnlahdnum et al. also underlined that resistance training could
affect adipokine secretion via improvements in body composition in obese individuals. In our

study, we also fuund significant correlations between changes in exercise and
BMI in obese girls. These data may suggest that the exercise training-

improvement ‘in obese individuals might be interpreted by exercise training-induced body
composition improvements. Conclusion: It may be concluded that the Aerobic Dance

u'aining_, and Circuit training for 12 weeks was beneficial for decreasing BMI in migrated
tribal girls students and Aerobic Dance was more effective than Circuit Training.

changes in
induced inflammation
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Abstract

This paper is a descriptive and analytical work on the marital rituals, the expanding kinship and
interlocking notions of marriages associated with the Tamang Community who are one of the
major inhabitants of the Darjeeling hills. The paper will discuss the various Jorms of marriages
associated with the Tamang Community and highlight the internal cleavages of the civilization of
this community in terms of their social advancement and different sets of symbolic standards
representing what to their mind is locally for initiating, sustaining and legitimating social
escalation. 1t is broadly an approach to understand certain cultural codes of the traditional
marriages of the Tamangs. More precisely, the Tamang society, despite the influences of
modernization, remains deeply rooted in kinship systems known as "Thar" or septs. These

kinship groups play a crucial role in social organization and cultural practices, including
marriage customs and rituals.

Keywords: Tamang Community, Tamang Society, Marriage, Rituals, Culture and Kinship.

(Paper published on 2t June, 2024.)

I. Introduction

The Tamangs, one of the major inhabitants of the Darjeeling Hills, were historically known as
Murmis. The term ‘Murmi’ refers to those who dwell in the border or boundary areas. According
to Tibetan sources, ‘Mur’ stands for hill, and ‘mi’ signifies people. The Tamangs belong to the
confederation of the Mongolian race and speak a Tibeto-Burmese dialect within the Sino-Tibetan
language group. They have a mongoloid appearance with slanted almond-shaped eyes, wheat-

‘ . ; " . % ey ['ll
brown to dark complexion, and a sturdy build with medium height.” They are a large, powerit

(. q : . ine to historical
and active race, brave, very plain in [catures with little hair on the lace. According
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“"‘f“““‘f" the Tamang ethnic group originated in Tibet. The word *Ta" in the Tibetan language
Means *horse and *Mang® significs traders. Consequently, their original way of life revolved
around horses and trade, Facing oppressive conditions under the Gorkaa king Pnthvinarayan
Shah during the late nincteenth century, the Tamangs migrated owards Dareeling and Sikkim.

Hunter ] . : .
has described the Murmis, a related group, as a peaceful clan engaged in agnculture in

llll: L i s : S N - - - - -
Darjeeling region. Anyway, the Tamangs have developed their distinct historical and social

RIC 1CCS ; 3 ¥ . .
practices, showcasing a rich tradition and culture. One of the most important aspects of tamang

rites and customs is the marnage ceremony.

11. (a) Key Social Institutions in Tamang Marriage Cercmonies

In Tamang culture, several essential social institutions play pivotal roles in overseeing and

preserving the rites and customs of marriage ceremonics. These institutions include: Tamba

(Ancestral Historian): The Tamba serves as the custodian of Tamang riuals and traditions,

Ganba (Elder Community Member): The Ganba,

often an esteemed elder, provides guidance and wisdom during marriage ceremonics,

ensuring their continuity across generations.

emphasizing community values. Lama (Buddhist Priest): The Lama officiates the religious

aspects of the wedding, invoking blessings and spiritual significance. Aaseng (Maternal Uncle):

The Aaseng holds a crucial role, representing the maternal lineage and supporting the bride

throughout the process. Jojo (Bride’s Brother): The Jojo actively participates; symbolizing the
bride’s family and contributing to the harmonious unio

Tamang weddings, reflecting the rich tapestry of their cultural hentage.

n. These institutions collectively shape

II. (b) The Buddhist text “Chi”

as the Tibetan Book of Birth and Death Ritual, extensively

The Buddhist text “Chi,” also known
n being. It determines the Lho and Kham of n

discusses the nature and character of every huma

particular person hased on the Tibetan calendar. According to this calendar, there are twelve Lho

and five Kham categories, which determine compatibility or incompatibility for marriage. The

the five clements play a crucial role in determining compatibility between
potential partners. i) Jhiwa (Mouse), ii) Lang (Ox), ii1) Taak (Tiger), iv) Hyol (Rabbit), v) Duk
(Dragon), vi) Dul (Serpent), vii) Ta (Horse), vili) Luk (Sheep), ix) Tay (Monkey), X) Jhya

five elements that constitute a human body called

twelve Lho and

(Bird), Xi) Khi (Dog) xii) Faag (Pig). The
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speclive partners. A religious priest

am, the marmage canpgl be i

I11. Traditionnl Undnrpinninns of Tamanp Marriagp
e

ang culture, numcrous customs and rijygqls are ob
|n Tamans Observed before and dyrin i
£ marriage

ﬂcmuniﬂ- A central attribute of Tamang marital customs is Kinship specifically the h
’ dar or

c

carded as ‘Swangey Bhai’ (brothers). The Tamang communily avoids marryin

g2 within the

n ancestor. In

Lama explains that the Tamang clan consists of a
maximum of seven bone brothers (ancestral relations or Sy

Swangey Bhai, Thars or clan brothers, considering them as brothers from a commo
Tamba Kaiten Whai Rimthim, Santabir

angey Bhai), Marrying within this
other clans are considered marriageable, emphasizing the bond of
clan relations based on ancestral divinity. The concept ol “Swangey Bhai”

group 1 prohibited. However,

in the Tamang

community refers to a group of eighteen Thars (clans) that share a common kuldevta (ancestra)

deity) and are considered as brothers from the same ancestor.

These Thars maintain social
customs and moral values through oral tradition.

List of Swagey Bhai or Fo Hro(Clan Brothers)

. Yonzan Bomzan,Dumjan,Lopchan,Mikchan
2. Ghising Lo,Glan,Yeshur
3. Bal Goley,Dong,Bajyu, Titung,Grangden,Kalden
4. Moktan Pakhrin,Shyangdan,Syangbo, Thokar
3. Rumba Zimba,Waiba,Gongba
58
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Lopchan Nharten,Galden,Chothen

T —

‘ Thing Muarpn, Toisang,Singar
IS, Nvasur | T -

yasur Singar,Blon

9. Lo Ghising,Glan -

10. T\E—rpu Tl ling.'l'nisrin £ o

1l. | Syangbo Pakhrin,Moktan,Blon

12 | Blon Syangbo,Syangdan

13. Singar Thing, Toisang,Blon

14. Bajyu Kulden,Bal,Tilung,Gﬂlay

15. Gyabak Waiba,Zimba,Rumba

16. Choden Galden,Blenden,Gomja

17. Thokar Moktan,Syan gdmjpakhrin,Syﬂngbﬂ

18. Pakhrin Syangdan,Moktan, Thokar,Syangbo

The Tamang community 1S traditionally divided into

and eighteen sub-tribes referred to as “Atharah Jaat.”

Tamang marriage customs are

IV. Different Types of Marriages amongst the Tamangs

Himalayan community.

IV. (a) Magi

marriages. Parents play a significant role in arranging these marria

twelve tribes known as “Baara Tamangs”

rich and diverse, reflecting the cultural evolution of this

Vivaha (Marriage with Proper Consent): Magi Vivaha refers to arranged

ges, and consent is sought

{rom both famélies.. The bride leaves her natal family to join her husband’s family, adhering to

the patrilineal descent system.
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ndso e
known ns Love Marriage): Chor; {;I:d?‘lzﬂ

While endogamous marringe is the norm,
\ captures Are not uncommon lraditions, In hjg type of marrig ’

independently, bypassing parental consen.

v.

loping and
ge, the couple may choose

Jarl Vivaha (Compensatory Mnrringu); Jari Vival
. (© aha occurs when a person remarrs
Irics

| ads (Tamba and Ganba) f
riages, and a compensatory amount is paid to (he [ormer spouse

ile heir former spouse is still alive, Socicty he
wh nalize such

m

v, (@) vidhwa Vivaha (Widow Remnrringc): Widows in Tamang socicly are not

und their social status is not degraded. A widow can choose to marry outside her former fami|
r family,

vith the consent of her in-laws.
‘ L4

Iv. (e) Antarjatiya Vivaha (Inter-caste Marriage): In this system, “Dal-Bhat Chalauny” ic
’ a

cociad Tite that acknowledges the relationship between Tamang and non-Tamang couples, [
es.

emphasizes shared experiences and affinal relationships.

V.CHYOLDAM OR CHARDAM

The central aspect of Tamang marriage is the CHARDAM or CHYOLDAM, a solemn ceremony

that holds immense significance. Until this ritual is performed, the bride remains under paternal

responsibility. This ceremony takes place in both types of Tamang marriages, at the bride’s
home. However, a crucial condition is that the groom must belong to the Tamang community. If
the groom is not from this community, the CHARDAM or CHYOLDAM is not conducted. The
role of the son-in-law during funeral rites is vital, emphasizing the need for him to be from the
Tamang community. This requirement underscores the essemtial nature of Tamang Kinship
Marriages. Additionally, on the wedding day or the day before, a Marriage Price (Reet) is paid to

the bride’s parents and relatives at their residence.

V. (a) Barah Tamang ko Reet: i) Barah kori roti(traditional bread) ii)Meat iii) Saagun ( a pair of
liquor bottles tied by traditional khada)with the rice & Oroxylum Indicum or koko mhendo (a
flower used in most of the ceremony of Tamang community) on the bronze plate. iv)Sweels

v)Fruits b) For the Chardam( Bride’s Farewell)
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' - . wents (0 the bride’s parents ang
Ve () Maavali Reet - bridegroom’s customary,ofTicinl presents '

lan . . » bottle milk along with ;
relatives at (he marriage ceremony; i) Aama ko Reet (For Mother) One b g 1

. i : re Ore SOmMe more ite
gill. i) Mama ko Reet( For Uncle) one hen (cock). Aparl (rom this, there ms

‘ e . nplishi
llkE Eh}'umi [blllll:r Iﬂl‘l‘lp), luunﬂm.tlhup:lum,kﬂkﬂmh““d“( cic l.thd for {he accomp nenl of

this custom,

- tl .
During the CHARDAM ceremony, the bride stands with her father and brothers on one side,

1 - : amba, Ganba, Lama, and
While the groom and his companion stand opposite. In the presence of T , , :

. _ Tamba, representing the
all the relatives from families, vows and promises arc exchanged » TCP g

ide’s si ees
bride’s side, places twelve rupees for Barah Tamang and four rup | . ‘
ymns and <acred mantras, invoking the blessings

for Chardam on a bronze

plate. The ritual begins with the recitation of h

of gods, goddesses, and ancestors. The groom then carries the plate while knceling down. As part

i i re, and the bri
of the Chardam tradition, the groom vows never to let the bride suffer in the future, bride

i i - tras recited by Tamba during the
reciprocates in a similar manner. The hymns and man

CHARDAM ceremony emphasize the exchange of body and soul between the bride and the
groom. However, the Rhui (bone), a significant symbol o

people is not part of this exchange. Consequently, in the |
ame after marriage. Additionally, the son-in-law

f clan identity among the Tamang

Tamang community, there is no

requirement for the bride to change her sum

pledges to return the Rhui (bone) of his wife to her brothers after her passing. The Rhui serves as

a powerful emblem of clan connections.

V1. Conclusion:

i ' ] ms and
The Tamang community, nestled in the Himalayas, has preserved rich marriage custo

' . intricate
rituals that continue to shape their society, even as they adapt to modern influences The in

[ ' ' ignificant
blend of tradition, consent, and societal norms makes these marriages unique and sign

within the community. The Tamang social norms reflect a liberal and accepting society, making

this marriage ritual a sacred and valid beginning for new family and kinship ties.
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Abstract ‘
ompassing various clements that

Beauty in poetry is a multifaceted and subjective concepl enc *
ery, metaphor, and simile,

enhance a poem's aesthetic appeal. Key aspecls include vivid imag
es. The structure and form of a poem,

which evoke sensory experiences and new per.':pecm _ _
cconomy of words, further shape its beaul). Ultimately, the
Jual tastes and experiences,

along with the clegance and e
perception of beauly in poelry is deeply pursﬂnaf, reflecting indivi
| themes that ~onnec! readers across culiures and

and resonating with universa -
gEHErﬂffﬂH.S‘.K{.’_}' elements contributing 10 a pﬂfﬂﬁ”g 's beauly f”d"fm_ comp mmmf’ color
harmony, brushwork, and technique. Realisi, emotional impact, and the l{rfﬂfﬂfﬂj‘ of light and
shadow enhance the visual appeal, while subject matier and symbolism add depfh- and
meaning. Innovation and timelessness also Pfay sxgrrfﬁCHIIF roles in Il'ilt:{f maffes a painting
beautiful. Beauty in paintings is a persondal and emotional response; varying wi dely based on

individual tastes and experiences.

Kea Words: Poelry. Painting,
Compaosition_elc

thetics, Language. Diction, Imagery.

Mind, _Beauty, Aes

(Paper pubh‘shed on 1% June, 2024.)

Beauty in Poetry

subjective concept that has been explored by pocts,

Beauty in poetry is a complex and
[t encompasses various elements and can be [ound

scholars, and readers for centuries.

. different aspects of a poem.
ful poetry often Uses vivid and evocative imagery that appeals

Id involve the use of rich and descriptive language to paint a
that enhances the overalk

1. Imagery: Beaut!

to the senses. This cou
picture in the reader’s mind, creating a sensory experience

aesthetic of the poem.

2. Metaphor and Simi
drawing unexpected comparisons
things in new and imaginative ways.

3. Language and Diction: The choice of words and language in a poem plays 2
crucial role in its beauty. Poets often carefully select words that are Sonorous,
rhythmic, and emotionally resonant. The sound and rhythm of words can create a

musical quality in poetry.

d beauty to poetry by

le: Metaphors and similes can ad
readers to see familiar

and connections, allowing
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::Jcr and musicality. NG 1 ense of
L

Emotional Depth: Beautiful pociry o
" found themes. [t can convey the human
1mdm and cvokes empathy or introspection,
readen

Nen elicjig Strong emoliong

s ner ; Or touche
eXperience in g way that i

resonates wih

) gymbolism and :’*.Ilusiup: Pocls requently ¢mploy symbolism,
I:Id depth and Inyurs. of .I'I'IEHI?II'IJ:‘., ‘lu their work, These literary (e
! [ myslcry and intrigue, mviling readers 1o cxplore

and allusion (o

Vices can Create g

sensc 0 decper ir“'-‘l‘Prr:lalil:;un.'?..

Structure and Form: The organizalion an

: cther 1t's a sonnet's strict form or
eauly. Whetl { , . _ a fr g slruclun:, the wa a
poc 18 crafted can contribute to its acsthetjc appeal, g

S Elegance and Economy: Some pocls create beauty

words, saying a lot with a few carelully chosen lines, The
emotions or ideas into concise and clegant verse js g hallmark

through (he cconomy of
ability (o distj]| complex
ol beautify) poctry.,

0. Universality: Beautiful poetry often explores universal
that resonate with a broad range of readers, Iy speaks to th
connects people across cultures and generations.

10.  Personal Connectiom: Beauty in poetry is also highly subjective. A Poem may

be beautiful o one person and not to another, depending on individual tastes
experiences, and perspectives. j

Ultimately, beauty in poetry is a deeply personal and emotional

found in the interplay of language, imagery, and emotions {hat mo
reader. What 1s considered beautiful in poel

another, making it a rich and diverse art form.

response. It can be
ve and captivate (he
Iy may vary greatly from one person to

Beauty in Paintings

Beauty in paintings, like beauty in poetry, is a subjective and multifaceted concept,
What is considered beautiful in art varies among individuals and across cultures, but

there are certain elements and principles that are commonly associated with beauty in
paintings:

[ Composition: A well-balanced and thoughtfully composed painting often
appears beautiful. Artists use composition to create a pleasing arrangement of elements

within the frame. Concepts like the rule of thirds, balance, and symmetry can
contribute to the visual beauty of a painting.

2, Color Harmony: Artists use color to convey emotion and create visual impact.
Beautiful paintings often exhibit harmorsous color schemes, where colors work

together cohesively, Vibrant or subtle palettes can both be beautiful, depending on the
artist's intention.

_3- Brushwork and Technique: The skill and sechnique of the artist can greatly
Influence (he beauty of a painting. Fine details, precise brushwork, and a mastery of

various painting styles contribule to the overall appeal.
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J accuracy in portraying subjects,
arc essential (o the beauty of a

jvaling.

: \ o : the emotion
3. Emotional Impact: Beauty in paintings often comcs I'rn::miun " lcllsﬂl
response it evokes in viewers. A painting (hal conveys a deep € .
compelling story can be considered beautilul.

‘Ll Realism nnd Accuracy: For many, realism an
b !Lﬂ.wr they are landscapes, portraits, or still life,
pamnting, A high level of detail and accuracy can be capt

6. : e o oE T hadow, known as chiaroscuro, can
Light and Shadow: The use of light and s jay of light an 1 <hadow

create a sense of depth and dimension in a painting. The interp
can enhance the beauty of a subject by adding depth and volume.

: : : influenc

. Subject Matter: The choice of subject matter can g{ﬂﬂﬂ_}; lﬂi?m ¥ r?g the
perceived beauty of a painting. Subjects ‘hat are aesthetically lP easing, INSPINS, O
emotionally resonant to the viewer are often considered beautiful.

S. Symbolism and Meaning: Paintings with layers of 5}’1'111?"3~'1_i_5f“1 hnlleguf:i:y, or
hidden meanings can be beautiful due o the depth and complexity they otier lo
VICWETS.

also be found in paintings that push the

entions, and offer new perspectives.
ter can captivate audiences.

9.  Innovation and Uniquemess: Beauly can
boundaries of traditional art, challenge conv
Innovative techniques or unconventional subject mat
are considered beautl ful because they have stood

d captivating across generations.

It's important to mote that beauty in art is highly subjective afld'can vary widely from
beautiful in a painting, another may not.

person % persom. What one person finds : _ ‘
Additionally, cultural and historical contexts can influence perceplions of beauty 1m art.

Beauty in paintings is a personal .nd emotional response. It can be _fnur'u;l in a wide
range of artistic styles, from classical to contemporary, and it often lies in the eye of

the beholder, shaped by individual tastes, experiences, and perspectives.

10.  Timelessness: Some paintings
the test of time, remaining relevant an

Symbolism and Allusion in Poetry

Symbolism and allusion are powerful literary devices frequently used in poetry to
convey deeper layers of meaning and to enrich the reader's experience. They enable
poets to communicate complex ideas, emotions, or themes by drawing upon well-

known symbols, references, or cultural elements.

1. Symbolism:

. Definition: Symbolism is the practice of using objects, characters, settings, or
actions to represent abstract ideas or concepls. These symbols can be either
conventional and widely recognized or unique to the specific poem.

. Example: In Robert Frost's poem "The Road Not Taken," the diverging paths in
a forest symbolize choices in life. The poem uses the symbol of the two roads to
explore the idea of decision-making and the consequences of choices.
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went, place, or piece ol liternture, oflen without ¢ et o

] cson, evenh ' explicitly mentioning i,

o 0 P are wpeeted (0 recognize the reference and under
\“ ':rh . ‘ ‘ |

R:m::il ol the pDLI'I]

‘ | al'le "T

cot ample: In T.S. Eliot's "The Love Song of J, Alfred Prufrack.

: . come [rom the dead” nlhul'us to the biblical story of Laz
Lazar™ Jead by Jesus. This allusion adds depth (o the poem,

d lrnns[‘nrnmliun.

and its significamce in lthe

the line "f am
arus, who was raised
suggesting themes of

me key points to consider when analyzing symbolism

{ere arc SO and allusion in

oetry : :
p Layered Mcanings: Both symbolism and allusion allow pocts to create
. their work. This invites readers to engage
re deeper interpretations,

) layers of
with the poem on multiple levels

meaning
and explo

Cultural and Historical C_nnt::xt: Understanding the cultural and historical
context is essential when deciph_&rmg allusions in‘p{netry. What may be a well-known
ceference in one era or culture might not be as familiar to readers in another,

. Emotional Impact: Symbolism and allusion can evoke emotions and

associations that resonate with readers. These devices can be used (o oot
themes and emotions effectively.

, Interpretation: The interpretation of symbols and allusions can vary among
readers, and poets often leave room for multiple interpretations. The significance of a
symbol or allusion can depend on the reader's personal experiences and perspectives,

‘ Enhanced Imagery: Both devices can contribute to the vivid imagery of a

poem. They allow poets to paint a picture or create a scene that poes beyond the literal
description.

s Attention to Detail: To fully appreciate the use of symbolism and allusion in

poetry, readers must pay close attention to the specific references and their context
within the poem.

In summary, symbolism and allusion are essential tools in a poet's toolkit, allowing
them to infuse their work with deeper meaning, cultural references, and emotional
resonance. When used effectively, these devices can elevate the richness and

complexity of poetry, making it a rewarding and thought-provoking literary form.

Color Harmony in painting

E;L[:_’; ]:jﬂ‘_ﬂ"y In painting re'ferg to the pleasing arrangement and c0111.binaljun of
apealis amcla; Iiimvnrk. AChlE.V.lI'lg culm'. harmony 1S essential for creating w§unlly
i prinfi 1n a am::ed cnmpml‘tmns. Artists use various cnl:ur 5ghc:mes, techniques,
L CnFI, ES\;}:rhachleve _harmunmus cplor rclalmnshlps: in their paintings. o
circular diam eel: AﬁlSlZS often begin by understanding the color wheel, which is a
and YEIIow)gmm representing the spectrum of colors. The primary colors (red, blue,

are at its core, and secondary colors (green, orange, and purple) are
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The color wheel helps nruists choose and manipulate

created by mixing (he primories:
colors eflectively,

1 C - i 4 age ! . .
AN olor Schemes: N .
: Monochromatict This secheme uses \'nrmlmnﬂitm_ hﬁhljii::thinr:d saturation of
' . [es in api ;
single colur, It cun creale b SCrE % Hm;phdw&:::dcl::;ri lhulr:m: adjacent to cach other
; wclicmes
. Analogous: Analogous color 8¢ d I
e n sense of harmony an natural flow.
on the color wheel, This scheme oflen creatcs o S€nst of Insnc c:ch N o the &l
. Complementary: Complementary colors ar¢ opp or
P ' Using complementary colors can creale

whee! (¢.g., red and green, bluc and orange).

strong contrast and vibrancy.
. Triadic: A triadic €0
spaced on the color wheel,

contrast.

: Split-Complementary: I
colors adjacent 1o its complemmentary color 0
and harmony. . _ .
3 Vn]u}; and Saturation: Along with color choice, artists cun;tder the values
(I‘ightness and darkness) and saturation (intensity) of colors. Balancing these aspects
helps create depth and interest in a panotng.

4 Temperature: Colors can be warm (.8 red, orange, yellow) or 'C_iﬂﬂl (F.g., blue,
| : ' «arm and cool colors can add contrast and visual interest to

green, purple). Combining W
a composition.

5. Proportion and Domin
in a painting and may choose

the viewer's eye. _ _ . :
6 Context and Lightizg: The context in which colors are used, including the

lighting conditions, can significantly impact how they appear. Artists consider how

colors interact withim the specific context of their Painting. |
7, Emotional and Symbolic Meaning: Different colors can evoke specific

emotions or convey symbolic meanings. Artists often use this knowledge to reinforce
the themes and messages in their artwork. ‘ | |

8. Experimentation: Achieving color harmony often involves experimentation and
testing different color combinations to see what works best for a particular painting.

9, Personal Style: Each artist may develop their own unique sense of color
harmony that reflects their personal style and artistic vision.

Color harmony is a fundamental aspect of visual art, not limited to painting alone. It
plays a crucial role In creating aesthetically pleasing and visually impactful
compositions, whether in painting, graphic design, interior decorating, or other artistic
disciplines. Artists use their understanding of color theory and their creative intuition

to achieve harmony and balance in their work.

sing threc colors that are equally

i u
or scheme involves
l a balance between harmony and

This schemc offers

e color is paired with the twg

this scheme, one bas ‘
n heel. It provides both contrast

n the color w

er the proportion of each color used

ance: Artists consid )
ant to create [ocal points and guide

one color as domin

Beauty and Mind

Beauty, that elusive enchantress, weaves her spell not only in the tapestry of the world
bul also within the recesses of the mind. In the corridors of consciousness, she dances
with the ephemeral echoes of perception, transcending the tangible and reaching for
the sublime.

The mind, a vast landscape of thoughts, emotions, and reflections, becomes both the
artist and the spectator in the theater of beauty. It is here, within the chambers of
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L ivity hecomes the brush with which (he mind puints the ¢

‘ anvas of beaus
) LII : ' i [ . " i . ‘IUI ,
hulU'-' ((roke is 0 unique interpretation, w personnl rendering of the world's inhun:r‘:t
hf;‘r‘} o the mind, beauty tukes on myriad forms, shaped by individual

grace: | influenees, and the k[llL"iflﬂHC{][]u ol emotions, It iy g
‘:"““‘r:tl ses of those who beleold it,

h}mh[:-lull)' is not confined lo !hc mind's mtemal gallery, 1t spills over into the exlemal
Yel, 1 l\-hul‘ﬂ it intertwines wilh nature's wonders, artistjc creations, and the intricate
wfﬂ'lt',qiws of lilc. The mind becomes both a receptor and « creator, a vessel through
eN rti-‘*b cauty is absorbed and a forge whicre it is born anew. |
wluui 11 dance between beauty and the mind, perception becomes a transformative
!|1 “:-:y The ordinary is infused with enchantment, and the mundanc takes on hues of
Jmfr:ﬂr:gurdiﬂﬂf}’- The mind becomes a sanctuary where beauty is not merely observed
L]L,_i E'n-.bmc":d‘ where it becomes a source of inspiration and a catalyst for introspection.
As the mind contemplates the delicate balance between subjcclivity and objectivity, it
' veils the essence of beauty—an cll_mrual l‘urcc' that_ bridges the inner and outer
~ealms. Beauty, in its profound connection to the mind, invites us to explore the depths
of our perceptions, to celebrate the unique symphony that resonates within each

ndividual, and to appreciate the kaleidoscopic expressions of the world that unfold
before us.

ul's reaponse 1o the

| cxperiences,
mirror reflecting the inner
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